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V Randeep Ramesh 

| ranspcrt Correspondent 

iOHN-a PRESCOTT, the 

j)eput^wime Minister, is plan- 
ning “profit-sharing’' deals with 
irrvate train companies to daw 
t>ack money for the public purse. 
\ Despite denials of a “wind- 
fall tax" by both Downing Street 
find Mr Prescott, Whitehall 
, ources made it clear that if train 
■inns come to ask for longer 
ranchise lengths, or propose a 
. akeever, then ministers will ask 
oEa share of any future profits. 

Mr Prescott is extremely 
snr.ceraed about gains made on 
railway privatisation, 
saw seven directors 
it Great Western - one of the 

f irst train companies to fall 
mo private hands - make more 
|hao £15in in profits. 

■■ Earlier this week, the Nat- 
Smal Audit Office also attacked 
uhe speed of the sell-off of the 
cation's rolling stock companies 
c which netted the public purse 
itl .8bn but were then sold on for 
(£L6bn plus. One railway man- 
lger alone made £33m on a deal 
twith Stagecoach, the bus gjanL 
t However, sources dose to 
Lvlr Prescott said that since no 
taction could be made retro- 
opectively, this measure was 
taot a “windfall tax”. His junior 
tJ^bineijpOUeague Gavin Strang 
found himself at the centre of 
i political storm when he 
floated the idea on a BBC 
Programme. 

K “What is likely is, if a train 
■company seeks, say, an exten- 
sion to its licence, we win be ask- 
ing what benefits are there for 
Sthe passenger and the public 
Tpurse," a source said. 

Dt Mr Prescott himself referred 
J^jbliquety to the plans in a radio 
interview. However, he said he 
^'wouldn’t be so sure" that sim- 
ilar deals would now follow, to 
g^eal itew rules. He pointed to 
PftJie profit-sharing arrangement 
sc had negotiated with regard 
Jjxrthe Channel Tunnel. “Clearly 
PS..— 


I will be considering what pow- 
ers I have to get the taxpayers’ 
share in these matters, but we 
don’t think the windfall tax is the 
way of doing it” 

New powers to stop profit- 
eering were first proposed by 
the former franchising director, 
when starting to sell off British 
Rail. He asked minis ters for a 
claw-back option to retrieve 
excess profits - but Tbry minis- 
ters were concerned that this 
would hamper BR's sell-off and 
“knocked the suggestion back". 

It is also understood that the 
performance of John O’Brien, 
the present franchising director, 
has been called into question. 
Mr Prescott believes that Mr 
O’Brien, whose contract ex- 
pires later this year, could have 
squeezed more from the £140m 
Great Western deaL 

The ability to claw back 
profits is likely to feature in the 
forthcoming White Paper on 
transport- Mr Prescott added 
that ways to make the railway 
system more accountable were 
being considered. 

“I'm obviously looking at 
these matters as to exactly what 
my powers are in these areas ... 
And the Franchise Director 
and the Regulator have made 
clear to me they don’t have ad- 
equate powers. That’s what I'm 
addressing myself to in the 
White Paper." 

However, he stressed: 
“We're not introducing another 
windfall tax. There’s no doubt 
about that. We want to see how 
we get a greater accountability 
into this railway system to stop 
what I believe might be a mar- 
ket practice [that is] subsidised 
by ... the taxpayer. 

“What 1 made clear to the 
Franchise Director was that I, 
like most other people, feel this 
privatised railway system turns 
people into millionaires at the 
expense of the passenger and 
the taxpayer. That’s totally un- 
acceptable." 

Bosses cash in, page 6 


Charles finds a bosom pal at the opera 



The Prince of Wales meets Isabelle Vemet, who plays VfoeHa in the Welsh ' National Opera production of La Gfemenza 
di Tito. The Prince attended the gala p erfor mance in London as patron of the WNO Photograph: Mathew Dickens 


Murdoch settles with Patten 
in book censorship fiasco 


By Steve Boggan 


RUPERT MURDOCH last 
night apologised to Chris Pat- 
ten, the former Hong Kong gov- 
ernor, and paid thousands of 
pounds in compensation in the 
dispute over his book dumped 
by HarperCollins. 

HarperCollins have “unre- 
servedly apologised" for and 
withdrawn any suggestion that 
Mr Patten's book&ztf and West 
was rejected for not being up to 
proper professional standards or 
being “too boring", added a 
statement from the publishers. 

The HarperCollins execu- 
tives accused by Rupert Mur- 
doch of “screwing up" in the 
d£b&de over the book by Chris 
Patten, were yesterday given a 
vote of confidence by the me- 


dia tycoon. In a statement issued 
when HarperCollins insiders 
were expecting sackings and 
resignations, Mr Murdoch 
praised his London team's “pro- 
fessionalism, experience and de- 
termination”. 

Only a day earlier, Anthea 
Disney,. Mr Murdoch's New 
York-based “corporate assas- 
sin", had flown into town amid 
expectations that heads would 
roll over the handling of his de- 
cision to drop Mr Patten’s book. 
East and West, because of its crit- 
icism of China. 

One HarperCollins source 
said that staff were expecting 
“blood on the carpets”. How- 
ever, following talks between Ms 
Disney, chairwoman of News 
America publishing, parent 
company of HaiperOjUins, and 


Eddie Bell, the company chair- 
man, not a drop of blood was 
spilled. 

“There are no winners or 
losers in the current contro- 
versy," said Mr Murdoch, who 
many would argue has emerged 
from the fiasco as a loser. “Mis- 
■ takes have been made and we 
all share the responsibility. 

“I have total confidence in 
the proven talents and abilities 
of Eddie Bell and the entire 
publishing team. Eddie, Adri- 
an Bourne [managing direc- 
tor] and Adrian Laing [head of 
legal affairs] in particular have 
had a difficult few days, but I 
know that their professionalism, 
experience and, above all, their 
detennination will take the 
company successfully forward.” 

Mr Bell made no comment 


after the statement was hsued but 
staff at HarperCollins were told 
he would be making a longer 
statement of bis own on Monday. 

It is understood Ms Disney 
told executives that Mr Patten’s 
claim for breach of contract 
would be settled out of court 
That comes as no surprise given 
comments made By Mr Murdoch 
in bis Times newspaper on Tues- 
day. “I did not tell people to try 
and censor the book or invent 
excuses not to do it," he said. 

“I said: Why don't you go 
and say we would rather have 
someone else publish this and 
if there is any chance of losing 
money we will make good." 

Insiders said staff were sur- 
prised that there were no res- 
ignations or sackings and they 
still felt uneasy about the future. 


Friends for life; even 
in death not far apart 


ytd McKittridc 


gjjjENDS gunned down 
renegades - Damien 
j> a Catholic, and Philip 
n’protesrant-were boned 
^ in the County Ar- 
^Uage of Pdyntzpass, in 

cemeteries. . 

-■lived not far away from 
Sjcr. socialised together 
^together when masked 

f burst into their local bar 

' jweek. 



Their families left two and a 
half hours between the cere- 
monies so that villagers could at- 
tend both funerals. Everybody in 
the village seemed to be at both. 

The next big event in their 
lives was supposed to be Philip’s 
wedding, with Damien acting as 
his best man; no one ever 
thought they would instead be 
going to their graves together. 

Damien’s service came first, 
at the Catholic church in Chapel 
Street at noon. Philip had his ser- 
vice in the Presbyterian church 
in Meeting Street just round the 
comer, at 2J0pm. 

It rained all day, starting be- 
fore Damien was buried and go- 
ing on until after Philip was laid 
to rest On a grey, cheerless day. 


the rain was relentless and piti- 
less as Northern Ireland’s stream 
of killings. In Chapel Street, the 
village stood in a throng as 
Damien's coffin was brought 
slowly into the church. Only the 
rain broke the silence as Philip's 
three brothers, drenched, carried 
the coffin of his friend on its last 
journey. The little church was 
packed so most stood outside. 
Some sheltered under umbrellas 
while others stood bareheaded, 
for over an hour, as the service 
took its course. 

Inside, the parish priest, Fa- 
ther Brian Hackett, attempted to 
address the killers, suggesting 
that peace might be on its way 
and thay they might be 
Please turn to page 2 
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RAQ APPEAL 


' As Rcter FMc contimies hehar- 
- rawing n we S tigati on into - the 
' plight of 1 req ’s lftnOd^'cHfefrwi, 
The independent’ll appeal has beteo 
flooded with'; donations ' from 
readers who have beentouched 
by their : frfigjht. Yestertia^ we 
Jinked, up with the diaridesjDafe 
hw e rn d tibnal andrte3k2tAld.for 
Iraqi CKiWrwi, 

doing much ro reEerepovBTy irKl 
sickness fit Iraq. 
closely with us ra ensure rim 
y^.moi%>^ps.brklg fpftAdries. 
te.'tfie diliien .w^ fTXKt Reed 
:them. /v _ :hi m y- rT 
. Please sdnd . deques, made 
out «a .The Indepandenr- Bura 
Tyrnk'-to-PO-BeK No. 6870,Lon"- 
don .. 


An up and down 
over the Union Flag 


the Diana effect Ungers on. The 
Queen has broken with tradi- 
tion and decreed that the Union 
flag will from now on fly full- 
mast from Buckingham Palace 
-24 hours a day -so that it can 
be lowered to half-mast when 
a member of the Royal Family 
dies, writes Kim Sengupta. 

In tiie past the flagpole has 
been left bare when the Queen 
was not in -residence. This 
caused a constitutional crisis 
when the Princess of Wales 
was killed while the Queen was 
at BalmoraL The public and sec- 
tions of the press appeared in- 
censed that there was no flag at 
half-mast. “Show us you care 
Ma’am”, ran a typical headline. 

Palace sources said yester- 
day’s move shows how respon- 
sive the new, reforming Royals 


are to public opinion; The de- 
cision was taken at a meeting of 

the advisory Why Ahead Group. 

Some constitutional experts 
detected a deeper, almost 
Blairite“ vision thing” in the flag 
gesture. The historian David 
Starkey said: “It means -that 
Buckin gham Palace is accepted 
as a People’s Palace". Others 
said it showed the Royal Fam- 
ily's empathy with the “new 
Britain", 

The Union flag has always 
flown at fun-mast and around 
thedock at Windsor Castle and 
the Tbwer of London even 
.when the Queen is away. The 
Royal Standard is never lowered 
to half-mast as the Sovereign, 
according to protocol, never 
‘ dies, -the next in line immedi- 
ately assuming .that role, 
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By Jason Bennett® 


IT WAS never going to be a 
straightforward conclusion to 
what has 'become one of the : 
most extraordinary court cases 
ever. -Aaxntting to the scripted- 
itois it' was supposed to be the 
day that the British au pair 
Lotiise Wbodward begin an ap- 
peal hearing that would decide 
whether she walked free or 
was sent back to jail for kQling 
baby Matthew Eapperi. 

.. Television crews and excited 
news editors had prepared 
themselves for an hour of im- 
passioned speeches, tearful rel- 
atives and rabble-raising from 
supporters back in Britain. 

Court 13- of the Supreme 
Judicial Court in Boston. Mass-, 
achusetts, was packed six min- 
utes before the appeal was due 
to begin. Moments earlier 
Woodward, 20, had arrived 
through a throng of camera 
crews and TV reporters. 

'■ The drama, however, came 
from an unexpected source. 
Five minutes before the start, 
fire alarms and 'flashing lights 
were activated Hundreds of 
people were ushered out and 
commentators started specu- 
lating about a bomb threat 

Firefighters started rushing 
into the building. They found 
that an electrical transformer in 
the basement of the 15-storey 
building had caught fire. 

Emerge ncy services said 
later that at least five people had 
been taken to hospital alter an 
explosion and a fire in the elec- 
trical vault area of the building. 

One man, a maintenance 
worker, was suffering from 



Louise Wbodward: appeal 
must wait until Monday 

burns and four others, includ- 
ing court officers and one pris- 
oner, were suffering from the 
effects of smoke. The cause of 
the fire was not known but fire- 
fighters said it was accidental 

Meanwhile the officials in 
court 13 announced that the 
hearing would be postponed un- 
til Monday. Woodward is be- 
lieved to have left the building 
almost immedia tely. 

The two legal teams had in- 
tended to present their 25- 
minute arguments to bade up 
lengthy written submissions al- 
ready handed in to the seven 
Supreme Court justices. 

Both prosecution and de- 
fence are appealing against her 
manslaughter conviction for 
the killing of the baby while she 
was caring for him. 

The prosecution is to ask for 
the jury’s second degree mur- 
der verdict to be reinstated 
. and a life sentence imposed, 
with no possibility of parole for 
15 years. The defence is seek- 
ing a quashing of ah convictions. 
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That's how your money It as yro\ 
you invested in our Growth PEP at i< 
To invest this tax year, hi u t ry, 
1 1 1 o deadline is Anri! 5. 


direct 


0345900906 


Op-.in M.-von tKiys .i wcqk from S-jm to 10pm 


Virgin DfaBCtParsonal HnandalSwvke Ud Is regulatad by the Parson^ 

Invest] uent Authorfty.The price of units and arty [noame fromtho^ 
an go down as well as up and you may nottyat bade the amount you 
Invested. Past performance is not necessarily a giddaio tits future. 
Ilia tucstatusoffERs w« bs subject tostetotny Change after 6 A 99 . 

You can Invest hi a Virgin JP6P unta Anil *99 when waTI ba abte tn 
transfer your PEP to' the now ISA free of charge. Cafis are recorded 
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Tax raids 
stop trusts 
cheating 
Budget 


® 

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 

Rocyded pqNrmdi tp 412% of 
ta nm mtevM lor UK nempapon 
fatoMMorjSSS 


Recycled paper 
made up 41 .4% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers In the 
first half of 1997. 


By Colin Brown 

ChieF Polmca! Correspondent 

A DAWN swoop on hundreds 
of millions of pounds in offshore 
trusts in a pre-Budget crack- 
down on tax avoidance schemes 
yesterday raised questions 
about the £12m trust held by 
Geoffrey Robinson, the Pay- 
master General. 

The Inland Revenue acted 
after a tip off that the managers 
of a number of minioflaires' off- 
shore trusts were planning to 
dodge tax measures in Gordon 
Brown's 17 March Budget by 
switching the money back to 
Britain and passing it to their 
wives or children to avoid cap- 
ital gains tax. 

The Treasury took the rare 
step of bringing forward the tax 
measures with immediate effect 
to avoid losing s ums which of- 
ficials said could run into “hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds". 

The move will boost Mr 
Brown's room for raising spend- 
ing in priority areas, such as 
health and education, but it led 
to questions about Mr Robin- 
son's own offshore trust by 
Tory MPs. 

David Heathcoate-Amory, 
the Tory Treasury spokesman, 
said he would be chaHenging Mr 
Robinson in a Commons debate 
next Tuesday on whether he 
would be affected by the 
change. “We want to know 
whether Geoffrey Robinson 
has already done this with his 
own offshore trust," said Mr 
Heathcoate-Amory. 

The Treasury said Mr Robin- 
son had not transferred his 
trust to the mainland. Mr 
Robinson, a dose friend of 
Tbny Blair, has been advising 
tbe Chancellor on ways of dos- 
ing tax loopholes. 

But the clampdown on tax 
avoidance has highlighted the 
potential embarrassment feeing 
the Government over Mr 
Robinson’s continuation as a 
Treasury minister while the 
, Chancellor is making tax avoid- 
ance one of his Budget targets. 

The Financial Secretary to 
the Treasury. Dawn Primarulo 
said: “The Government is de- 
termined to stem tax leakage by 
detecting, detering and coun- 
tering tax avoidance. 


“We will therefore take ac- 
tion, to be included in the next 
Finance Bill -(which will imple- 
ment the Budget), to prevent 
avoidance of (ax by those who 
dispose of an interest in, or orig- 
inating from, a trust which has 
ever been an offshore trust 

“The measure will have ef- 
fect in relation to all disposals 
on or after today." 

The exemption applied to 
people who bad a lifetime in- 
terest in the income from ald- 
er offshore trusts. They could 
sell their right to the income to 
somebody else, usually a tax-ex- 
empt offish ore bank, in return 
for a lump sum free of capital 
gains lax. 

For example, someone get- 
ting £50,000 a year from an off- 
shore trust fund invested in 
company shares worth £im 
could sell their lifetime right to 
the income in return for, say, 
£50&000 tax-free. 

In the budget, the Chancel- 
lor is expected to introduce a 
new starting rate of a lOp tax for 
the low paid to encourage more 
into work, but there could be 
more means testing of benefits. 
Treasury ministers have been 
considering taxing child bene- 
fit for the better off 

Mr Brown yesterday told a 
fringe meeting at his parly’s 
Berth conference he was dis- 
cussing extending the “New 
DeaT proposals to the most 
run-down estates. 

The Chancellor told a fringe 
meeting at Labour's Scottish 
conference; “Up and down the 
country there are estates where 
not only large numbers are un- 
employed, but where there are 
no businesses, no industry, in 
some cases no shops, no banks, 
and where the amenities and fa- 
cilities necessary to built a suc- 
cessful community are not 
there. 

Some estates had unem- 
ployment rates three or four 
times as high as the national av- 
erage, high truancy, and few op- 
portunities for training or 
further education, he said. “Un- 
less we begin to tackle these 
problems we will not be able to 
say we have genuinely found a 
solution to tackle the prob- 
lems of poverty and unem- 
ployment." 



Damien Trainor4s father, Sean, bong comforted by a relative at his son's funeral yesterday Photograph: William Cherry 


Mourners at funeral of friends gunned 
down in Ulster appeal for harmony 


FROM FRONT Fi 


afraid of peace and 
gather. 

“If you want to terrorise us, 
yes we are terrorised, if 
that's what terrorism is all. 



but I can ask 

is it all over bar 


we scared, yes you have scared 
us. 

“But perhaps I could say to 
the men of violence - ‘Were 
you scared by Damien and 
Philip? 

"Wfere you scared when you 
realised there were other 
Damiens and Philips around 
Poyntzpass and, as it has 
come home to us, all over 
Northern Ireland?" 

Perhaps, he suggested, the 
writing was on the wall for the 
men of violence. 

"Maybe I am a dreamer, 
maybe we're all dreamers 


M^btf tbe men of violence 
* Vitalise that as we give our sup- 
port to the peace negotiators.’ 1 
A little while later the 
village lined Railway Street as 
s body was; -oanri&d 
along it, his grieving family 
„ oblivious to the falling rain, 
dinging to each other for sup- 
port and solace. 

His fiancee was among 
them, going not to a wedding, 
as she had hoped, but to a bur- 
ial. 

The men of the village fell 
in behind the cortege as.it 
passed, nodding sombrely to 
one another. 

The coffin paused for 
a moment at tbe Railway Bar 
where the gunmen bad carried 
out their murderous work, 
and which is now marked 


. by a little pile of; bouquets. 

In the Presbyterian dunefa, 
the Rev Joseph Nixon spoke of 
the two victims: “Philip was 
one of the lads around the 
village and was like- a brother 
to Damien. 

“Philip was a young-man of 
■ igpod : cfaaracter a- steady 

worker. Damien was always 
obliging, a bright and. cheery 
person. He was wdL-tiked and 
admired. 

“There is no difference be- 
tween Catholic and Protestant 
We are all God’s creation. 
We are all flesh and blood. 
The terrorist’s bullet has 
the same effect on us all. 
It robs us of life and plunges 
our families into grief and 
despair.” 

The Presbyterian modera- 
tor, Dr Sam Hutchinson, 
echoed Father Hacfcett’s en- 
dorsement of the political talks. 


“It seems to me that there is no 
alternative to the path of 
negotiation and no better time 
. than the presenL 

“Please support any effort 
to make the whole of Northern 
Ireland the kind of harmo- 
nious community that Poyntz- 
pass has been for so Jong.” 

• ; Back atthe Railway-Bar, two 
officers., from the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary stooped 
to read the inscriptions on the 
. flowers, which bad .been 
placed around a small red can- 
dle, which despite the rain 
somehow stayed alight 

One card said “Unreal but 
true - our hearts are numb 
and ache with pain at this un- 
bearable loss of Philip and 
Damien.” ■ 

Another described how 
Poyntzpass wfll always remem- 
ber them: “Great friends 
in life, now greater in death.” 


Mother drowned baby after splitting from lesbian partner 


A MOTHER who drowned 
her baby son when she split up . 
from her lesbian partner, was 
yesterday ordered to be de- 
tained in a psychiatric hospital. 

Cardiff Crown Court was 
told how Carol Stokes, 32, be- 
came pregnant by 3 male friend 


after she and her lover, Colleen 
O'Neill, decided they wanted a 
child together. But die allegedly 
drowned 16-month-oW Lewis in 
a bath just a week after Miss 
O'Neill walked out an her. 

Stakes, of Adamsdown, 
Cardiff pleaded not guilty to 


murder but guilty to manslaugh- 
ter on the grounds of dimin- 
ished responsibility. 

Leighton Davies QC lor the 
prosecution, said; “These are 
tragic and bizarre riiannstances. 
In 1994, she met and formed a 
relationship with Colleen 


O’Neill and they began living to- 
gether. A year later they decid- 
ed they warned a child and 
Stokes became pregnant by a 
male friend. During tbe preg- 
nancy, but particularly after the 
birth, she suffered post-natal de- 
pression. She had even tried to ' 


electrocute Lewis and herself in 
the bath, but had foiled.” 
Stokes carried out her threat 
a week after Miss O'Neill told 
her she was leaving. 

- Mr Davies said: “In the 
months leading up to the death 
she sought help and was seen by 


psychiatrists and social services 
on several occasions. She open- 
ly expressed urges that she 
wanted to kill herself and her 
child But nobody believed her 
threats were serious although 
Lewis was placed on the social 
services at risk register.” 


THREE PEOPLE caught j 
selling London Undergrou l 
tickets and travel cards yestd 
day bst appeals in a case tha 
may affect all touts, and evejj 
motorists. 

lu dismissing tqfltiireJ 
men’s challenge to theft coJ 
victions, Lord Justice Mantef§ 
m the Court of Appeal in Lotif 
don said: “This appeal co 
have implications ... even 
the ordinary motorist whq 
passes on the benefit of an un 
expired parking ticket.” 

The judge, sitting with 
Justice Ebswonh and Ju 
Martin Stephens QC, said tha 
ia late 1996 the appellants 
Adrian John Marshall, Rober, 
Peter Coombesand Birol 
- were video-recorded obi 
ing underground tickets 
travel cards from members _ 
the public passing thW^h tlj 
barriers, and reselling them J 
other potential customers. 

They had been observe! 
and recorded as part of an oj 
eratioo by London Undef 
■ ground at Victoria station. 

London Underground ■ 
it had been deprived of reveal 
which it might otherwise hal 
expected to receive from til 
people who bought tbe ticke] 

Lord Justice Man tell said j 
matter came Before a judge 
March last year. On .that oec| 
sion Judge Hardy ruled that 
the components of theft wa 
present save for the question 
dishonesty, which was a toad 
"for the jury. In consequence, tl| 
appellants later 
to the indictment, 
asked for 78 other offence* 
be taken into considerafc| 
Coombes for 59 and Ereni 
47. Marshall aad Coomb 
were placed ou probation 
Eren was ordered to serve 
hours community service.. 

They took their case tog 
Court of Appeal seeking 
have the convictions set 
claiming that Judge . Haifl 
•ruling was “emmeous”. 

The those darned that til 
was “no evidence of a 
tion to permanently de 
London Underground - tl 
had intended to return the ti 
ets either direct to Loud 
Underground, or through) 
third-party buyer without res 
to London Underground. 

But Lord Justice Maui 
said: "The appellants by tte 
pleas having acknowledged tl 
they were acting dishonest!?; 
seems to us that there is no it 
son to consider the convictio 
unsafe.” 

The decision was wetavifl 
by London Undergroo®| 
Spencer McManus, genom 
manager network services, co© 
mealed; "Ticket touting 
offence against whidTOdflJ 
must be taken. London U*g 
ground, in conjunction -rifl 
the British Transport fta&f 
pursues these cases withfftf 
care.” 

. London Underground tej 
£30m a year through &aofl 
which includes reveats b 
through ticket touting 
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General summary and outlook: 

SteeiandsnowcrcrScctlandwtntijntofaififora 

white before daring souBroads taer, while nwtfr- 
emSwfondhasafcwsiw 
fend aid northern EnoteW will tave outbreaks of , 
rain, heavy al limes Ran will dea firing the 
evening W not hetae arming to sleet amfsntw 
over Hie higher ground. Ufales and remafrtzng parts 
of EngtenJ will tw cloudy vritii jigW /afrr Ih pnaass 
and t he risk ol sled and snow over- northern hills in 
Hie everting. 

Scotland will stay coKHor a few days with sharp 

owrtgfti Irosfs. and snow showers ftilhe north artf 
east until Tuesday. The rest oftha country will turn 
colder, too, as the winds turn mainly northerly, wtifi 
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fUghttng-up times 
| Tutor 

1 Ballast 16.11 ta 6.57 

j HmfiiBlnv.ir.57 (• 6.39 

1 Bristol ,16.11 ttS.41 

: BtoSfHr .16,93 la 6.61 

j Luton .17.51 la 6.31 

] MwekntvJT.SB la Ml 
\ Nnratfc-.17.54 to 6.4D 
■ NiflhBfci®.. 17.S* to M4 


Thmrtov 

Baum .19.13 ta BJK 

Bfmfa|ftML.17.H to 6.3ft 

Bristol .18.93 la Ml 

Otosinr IMS to Ej(9 

Luton. — Ot7JH U Ejza 
Muetaster..1BJM to BJS 
Noueaslto._.t7J8 to 6.37 
KoHlBflftaa ..17.58 109.32 


| Air quality 

: Yesadaft Readingi 
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| London Good Good 

j SEagtono GUM Gam 

j Wstes Good Good 

jCEngfend Good Good 

j N&qtend Gam Gum 

| Scotland Good Good 

: N Ireland Good Good 
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AA Roadwatch 

Umdon, M Watiori Way. Mqxi 
wks continue botli ways betwS 
Hid Circus and Hvaways ComaS 
Dwwnbar 1999. 

Greater tendon, M020, U*brt®>> 
Ealing. Roadwnrte al 
West Until April 3. 

A408, between Harger Laie.l 


-ii, 


V 


s 

s L 


A5 Nlbum Park ftrad, , 

both directions tor gas iepabs.6 
Uay£ 

A5200. York Way. Kings Cross* 


writ on Maiden Lane l 

Somerset. M5 J22-H Maj?J 
wofte & coniiaftow. Urtiil r 

A46 Bam-CoW Ashton. , 
wwlQ continue. Until July. 

VgMldlands.M5atSfaM6JS 

M6 North die to resuffecflfl 1 . 
Occasional overnight closuns 1 
April 17. 

W^M3WB,M62J28^9.f 
10 teeds. Contraflow and 1 
Until Dec 31 1998. 

Greater Manchester, A66B , 
Kearaley and Rakes lane. 
Rifltti lana closed. 1600 -Of 
Match 9. 

(Mi M6 between J32 
(M55) and J33 Lancaster . 
tiosure. 2 fcnes only (Hlher 


Ont and about with AA 
watch ca 8336 4fft fate 
K*** tratfic news. SwTO: TTeAVo*^ 
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B^d boy can’t stop looking back in anger 


iN THE NEWS I 


UAH GALLAGHER 


■ONCE. AGAIN Oasis are in the 
[“cadlines, and once again it is not 
for their music, but for their so- 
called “rock’n’roll behaviour. 

• Only days after Noel Gal- 
iagher launched an attack on 
Pi^yPrincess of Wales, his 

£rothefc£iam lias been charged 
■with assault occasioning bodily 


a British fan and breaking his 
iwse. Police said a 19-yeax-oid 
1 [E ng li s h fan had been taking a 
| photograph when a member of 
{the band walked up to him, 
{wrapped his arm around him 
f nd broke his nose. 

Liam Gallagher pleaded not 
uilty before magistrates, and 
; fas released on bail until 9 June 
' with the condition that he provide 
a SAJ 0,000 surety (£3,906). 

It is the latest exploit from the 
brothers, who have been called 
lie K«c TWns of rock, and by no 
neand^Jb first time that Liam has 
teen in trouble with the police. 

1 John Peel the Radio 1 DJ, said 
yesterday that Liam should grow 
up. “It’s old-fashioned rock’n’roll, 
bin it’s also a pain in the neck," 
he saki.lt seems to be all right for 
him to behave like that because 
he’s in a successful rock band, but 
If he did that in the real world he 
. would probably get a kicking. It’s 
{really stupid behaviour. 

< “He should grow up, and he'd 
| probably find he'd enjoy life a lot 
1 more if he did." 

t Steve Penk, of Capital Radio, 
•said: “The guy is a thug. It’s a 
jgood job he got a lucky break in 
a pop band, or he would certainly 
W in the slammer by now." 

1 But^n Irvin, deputy editor of 
Mojo Magazine, said Gallagher 
; was simply fulfilling his job de- 
scription. 

“There is a tradition of the 
front man of a band being cocky 
and arrogant, and that is all he is 
doing. 

“He is not the creative one, 
and when he is not actually out 
there performing, he is like a 
caged tiger. He ends up in a cycle 
of pent-up aggression and truc- 
ulence, but one does wonder 
how lopg they cam go on behav- 


ing like that and keep people in- 
terested. We must be getting 
close to saturation point." 

Certainly Liam has always ap- 
peared to revel in his bad-boy 
image. 

Last July he was cautioned for 
criminal damage after allegedly 
grabbing a cyclist’s shirt and 
dragging him alongside the car in 
which he was a passenger. A few 
months later Liam was reported 
to have been ejected by police 
from a bar in Glasgow Airport, 
after he began ripping pages out 
of a book by Sir Paul McCartney. 

But this tour has received 
more bad publicity than is usual 

- even for Oasis. The band was 
accused of unruly behaviour dur- 
ing the flight to Australia at the 
start of the tour, and narrowly es- 
caped an airline ban. 

Liam has also been accused of 
malting advances to a young 
wo man in Sydney. Julia Kerrigan 
said she planned to lodge a com- 
plaint, claiming that the singer 
had followed her from her hotel 
and had stuffed a used tissue 
down the front of her shirt, say- 
ing: “Here, I have something for 
you", before running away. 

As so often happens when 
Oasis go on tour, the real reason 
for them to be there - the music 

- seems to disappear under an 
avalanche of rowty behaviour and 
complaints. 

Ticket sales for last night’s con- 
cert were reported to be poor, and 
in Adelaide they attracted only 
7,000 fans at £20 a ticket A 
week earlier U2 had packed the 
stadium (capacity 12,000) at £60 
a head. 

It would seem that the Gal- 
lagher master-plan of becoming 
the “biggest rock band in the 
world" is in danger of collapsing 
unless they learn to show a little 
more respect to their fans. 

But whatever the Gallaghers 
get up to, back at home their 
mum, Peggy, remains full of 
pride. 

“They will always be ity little 
boys," she says. 

Kate Watson-Smyth 





Liam Gallagher in Glasgow last December: 'When lie is not actually out there performing, he is (Ike a caged tiger*- Photograph SECC 


WINNING BEHAVIOUR 
At the 1996 Brft Awards, Liam grabbed 
the gold statuette and said: "Anyone 
tough enough to take us off the stage 
can come up now.** Referring to the pre- 
senter, Chris Evans, he added: "It will 
take more than Ginger Bollocks to 
throw us off." 

He then turned his back on the audi- 
ence, bent over and pretended to ram 
the award up his bottom. He sniffed the 
end of the statuette as he staggered off 
stage. 

BROTHERLY LOVE 

Liarrft acceptance of his brother's domination 
— Noel refers to him only as “our kkT - has 
caused regular punch-ups between the two. 
They go days without speaking, even on- tour, 
and Nod once broke a chair over his broth- 
er's head. "Our kid can only talk about him- . 




self, how many birds he's s**gged and how 
many tables he's thrown across the baif said 

• Nod.' . • . ’ % '• . ■ r. ’ . * . ' • 

PHILOSOPHY . \ 

“I five for now, not for what happens af- 
ter I die," said Uam. “I’m going to hell, 
not heaven. The devil 'bas'd? the good 

gear.", ■ ; .■ * • V n 

AND XENOPHOBIA 

In 19% Liam pulled out of the land’s Ameri- 
can tour IS minutes before the plane -was due 
to takeaffj claiming he had to go house-hunt- 
ing with his fiancee, Patsy Kensit (left). : 
“WeVegotto be out by the wedoend. l'm not 
^Ing around.tburing the US vvhen I've got ' 
nowhere to Rye. I’ve got to pack my gear and 
get a home sorted out. I can’t go. and lode at ' 
houses while I’m in America uyfeg to peHbrriri- 
for silly yanks." ’ . V. 


THE TWO beys convicted of murdering 

• two-year-old James Bulger moved a step 

. doser yesterday to forcing the Government 

' to change the way it deals with children ac- 
cused of serious crimes. 

Jon Venables and Robert Thompson, 
both now IS, were granted permission to 
take their case to the European Court of 
Hainan Rights. 

Snlirftfi rs for the youths alleged that their 
trial in an adult court was “inhuman and 
degrading" treatment and the Home Sec- 
retary, then Michael Howard, should not 
have been able to set their “tariff" on how 
lon&they should serve in prison. 

The European Commission of Human 
Rights, in Strasbourg, yesterday ruled that 
there was substance to the youths' com- 
plaints and that it was admissible for the 
European Court to make judgement on it 

A ruling in favour of the beys could af- 
fect scores of children being held for seri- 
ous crimes and change the system of 
dealingwith minors. 

It would also force the Government to 
review the system which allows Home 
Secretaries to deckle haw long children de- 
tained at Her Majesty's Pleasure should 
serve. However, the case is likely to take 
many years before it reaches and court and 
even if it finds in favour of Vb cables and 
Thompson it would not lead to a re-trial 
or force the government to reduce the sen- 
tences. 

. Karen Bulger, James’s aunt, criticised 
yesterday’s ruling, saying: “I think it’s the 
wrong decision. They got a fair trial. They 
were treated as kids, they were inter- 
viewed as kids by the police. They should 
stop doing this and accept their punish- 
ment" 

The two boys were sentenced to serve 
a minimnm of eight years. This was later 
increased to 10 years by tbe Lord Chief Jus- 
tice and after a massi ve campaign led by 
James' mother Denise, the then Home Sec- 
retary, Michael Howard, further increased 
the tariff to 15 years. 

This was quashed last year by the House 

* of Lords and Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, who now has to decide on a new tar- 
iff for Thompson and Venables. Mr Straw 
has said that he would review their deten- 
tion at the halfway stage of their sentences. 


Bodyguard forbidden 
to talk to the press 


jr John Lichfield 


■REVOR Rees-Jones, the sale survivor of 
re roatt, accident which killed Diana, 
v tincessM Wales, yesterday confirmed that 
) e had regained sketchy memories of 
vents leading up to the crash. 

He told French investigators in Paris that 
1 e stood by the new details he had given 
3 the Mirror ; in an interview arranged by 
is employer, Mohamcd A1 Rayed, without 
. is knowledge. 

But the judge leading the inquiry made 
Ai Rees- Jones promise that he would give 
f io more press interviews and thaL any fur- 
her memories which returned would be giv- 
n directly to the investigation team. 

Reading between the lines, it is dear that 
: , 0 th Judge Hervd SLSphan, and Mr Rees- 
ones are unhappy with the circumstances 
Q which the interview was conducted. The 
adge has s umm oned Mr Fayed to a meel- 
og in Paris next week- Mr Rees-Jones asked 
he British embassy in Paris to’roake all the 
jraagements, including security, for his vis- 
’ t to the French capital yesterday. On pre- 
-ious visits, Mr Fayed's organisation 
landled these arrangements. 

Asked what was the nature of his rcla- 



Trevor Rees-Jones: Stands by details 
that he gave to the Mirror 

tionship with his employer, Mr Rees- 
Jones’s lawyer, Christian CurtD, said yes- 
terday that is was “excellent”. He said Mr 
Rees-Jones, a professional bodyguard, 
“only says what be is certain about acts en- 
tirely independently, without any pressure 
of any kind, and accepts the contents of the 
Mirror interview, even if be did not seek it." 


In his comments to the Mirror, the body- 
guard said the Mercedes Containing the 
princess's party hod been closely followed 
by two cars and a motorcycle before the ac- 
cident six months ago which killed Diana, 
Mr Fayed's son Dodi, and the driver, 
Henri Paul. But he did not say whether or 
not this was immediately before the crasb. 
He also said that Diana had been conscious 
just after the accident and said “Dodi". 

Judge Stephan and his investigation 
team are said to have lost patience with the 
activities of Mr Fhyed, who has constant- 
ly cast doubt on the efficiency - and even 
the honesty - of the French inquiry. His al- 
legations that the crash was not an accident 
but a plot and an assassination are dismissed 
by French investigators as unsupported by 
a shred of evidence. 

Although it seems likely that the Mer- 
cedes struck another car, probably a white 
Fbt U no, just before it crashed, the French 
investigation still regards the drunkenness 
of the driver, Mr Paul, a Rayed employee, 
as the single most important cause of the 
aeddent. 

Sources close to the investigation also 
point am that the physical evidence sug- 
gests that the Mercedes ran into the Fiat 
and not the other way round. 


Telephone will reveal your bank account 


^ Michel Harris*^ 
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company Bizzyline. aims to sell 

1 milli on in the first year. By 
2000, it hopes one in every five 
homes will have an Easiphone. 

The information displayed 
on the screen will be “real 
time”. Subscribers will also be 
able to buy a miniature plug-in 
printer to make a hard copy. BT 

is in talks with 30 content- 
providers, ranging from banks 
and airports, to retailers and rail 
companies, to supply data. 

The new telephone is the 
first in a range of “multi-media" 
products being planned by BT 
which could revolutionise the 
home. It is also developing a 
web phone with a built-in in- 
ternet browser which will sell 
initially at £499 and a new 


Home Highway telephone of- 
fering home shopping, FM 
quality audio, video games and 
areess to the Internet 30 times 
faster than analogue modems. 

BT will charge up to £80 a 
quarter for Home Highway. 

But the ultimate multi-me- 
dia product will be a service pro- 
viding Internet, telephony, 
video-conferencing, video-on 
demand and normal television 
via a single copper wire link into 
the home. Trials of the system, 
teased on a technology known as 
asymmetric digital subscriber 
loop, will begin in north-west 
London later this year. 

The traditional UK tele- 
phony market is today worth 
£10bn a year. But BT estimates 


that by 2002 it will have been 
overtaken by revenues from 
multimedia applications such as 
interactive television. 

Provided it gets regulatory 
clearance from Brussels, a con- 
sortium of BT BSkyB, Midland 
Bank and Matsushita, wifi 
launch a new service known as 
British Interactive Broadcasting 
later diis year. It vdU be available 
on both satellite and terrestrial 
digital television, offering every- 
thing from home shopping and 
banking to public service infor- 
mation and games. 

Subscribers wiU be able to 
buy digital “cash tokens" that 
can be inserted into the set top 
box providing a certain amount 
of credit to play video games. 


vniiR 

PENSION WILL 
TAKE OFF 
BECAUSE OF 
WHAT 
WE DON’T. 


0845 3000 333 

unewuHrectlinaitoJik / weekdays 8am-8pm and weekends dan -5pm 
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Ex-wife denies 
acid attack plot 
to ruin husband 


THE ex-wife of a businessman 
accused of arran g in g a failed ni- 
tric add attack on her yesterday 
denied she hod anything to do 
with the intident. 

Susan Humphrey, 37, was re- 
called to give further evidence 
at Exeter Crown Court in the 
trial of her former husband. 51- 
ycar-old Peter Humphrey. 

The prosecution has claimed 
that Humphrey did not throw 
the add, but arranged the attack 
at his then estranged wife’s 
home because of his obsessive 
jealousy over the breakdown of 
his nine-year marriage. 

The add thrower has not 
been caught. 

On that night, Mrs 
Humphrey's babysitter, 21-year- 
old Beverley Hammett, was 
scarred for life when the add 
was thrown when she answered 
the door of Mis Humphrey's se- 
cluded home, called Camelot, 
in Seaton. Devon. 

At the start of his re-exam- 
ination today, defence counsel 
Gilbert Gray put to her “If you 
want a man removed from your 
life, you arc prepared to be dis- 
honest. aren't you?”, to which 
Mrs Humphrey replied: “No, I 
am noL” 

The counsel put to her that 


if add was thrown at the front 
door Mr Humphrey - whose 
household products manufac- 
turing business dealt in add - 
would be in deep trouble. 

Mrs Humphrey replied: “If 
add was thrown at anybody’s 
front door and anyboefy dealt in 
add would not anybody auto- 
matically be in trouble?” 

But Mr Gray suggested: 
“You knew that man would be 
put in the frame?” She replied: 
“1 refuse to answer that I think 
it is a ridiculous question.” 
Mrs Humphrey, who wept in 
the witness box at some stages 
of her evidence, said: “You are 
trying to put doubt in the jury’s 
mind,” and added: “I have told 
the truth totally.” 

Humphrey from Axminster, 
Devon, has pleaded not guilty 
to aiding and abetting a person 
or persons unknown to cause 
grievous bodily barm with intent 
to Mrs Humphrey on July 10, 
1996. 

Mr Gray put to Mrs 
Humphrey: “Did you have any- 
thing to do with the throwing of 
add at Camelot?” - to which 
she replied: “I had no thing to 
do with the throwing of any 
add." 

“Have you spoken to any- 


body, ever had any friends to 
help you?” asked counsel - 
“Never,” she replied. 

“You do not know of any- 
body else who might have had 
anything to do with it?” asked 
counsel - “I would not know 
anyone who would do such a 
horrendous act,” said Mrs 
Humphreys. 

On the night of the incident, 
the court has heard, Mrs 
Humphrey had gone to hospi- 
tal to see her sister, while 
Humphrey was in a country pub 
with two women. 

Mr Gray put it to Mrs 
Humphrey that in the past she 
bad made an allegations that 
her Gist husband, 49-year-old 
Peter Colley, had tried to stran- 
gle her. She also told Mr Gray 
she did not remember another 
incident in which she said Mr 
Colley tried to strangle her af- 
ter a row over a radio. 

In answer to a question from 
Judge Graham Cottle, Mr Gray 
said the purpose of the cross- 
examination was to show mak- 
ing false allegations was “no 
novelty" to Mrs Humphrey. 

The trial was adjourned un- 
til Monday, when the judge 
will sum up the evidence to the 
jury. 
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For sail: The Martin, a 52-foot motor yacht which was the scene of glamorous trips and high-level Cold War talks by US President John F Kennedy 
(pictured with wife Jackie). The yacht is expected to fetch around £125,000 when ft is sold by Christie^s in New York next month 
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seeks cashback 
planning upset 


A Advent 


233MHz AMD K6 MMX - Enhanced Processor 


• Desktop case • 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 5 12k Cache • 3.2Gb HDD 

• 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• 1 5" Digital Monitor • 50W Speakers 

• 4Mb 3D ATI Graphics 

• 33.6Kbps Modem 

• MS Windows 95 plus Lotus SmartSuite 
MODEL: K300. Was £1099 inc VAT 


9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION! 


£799 e938.8j 


A Advent 


233MHz Intel Pentium' II Processor 


• 64Mb SDRAM • 512k Cache • 5.2Gb 
UDMA HDD • 24 x Panasonic CD-ROM 

• Intel LX Motherboard • 1 5" Digital Monitor 

• 50W Speakers • 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro 
Graphics • 33.6Kbps Modem • MS Windows 
95plus Lotus SmartSuite, Incoming 3D, 
Compton's Encyclopedia and more 
MODEL: 8330. Was £1299 inc VAT 


1 

1 

9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION 

□ 


9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTION* 


e999"IeI173.83 

PRODUCTS MIRQOUCB) AT THE HIGHER PWGES XT IttST 21 MTS AGO. 


Advent 


333MHz Intel Pentium II Processor 


• 64Mb SDRAM • 512k Cache • 6.4Gb UDMA 
HDD • 56Kbps Modem • 24 x Panasonic 
CD-ROM • Intel LX Motherboard • 1 5" Digital 
Monitor • 4Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics 

• 50W Speakers • MS Windows 95 plus Lotus 
SmartSurte, Incoming 3D, Comptons 
Encyclopedia' and more 

MODEL 8500. Was £1799 inc VAT 


£l299-£l526.33 


©ORDER DIRECT ON FREEPHONE 0500 504030 


OR VISIT YOUR NEAREST STORE 
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A COUNCIL is facing a qdjp- 

jlmg flnrnpwKatfn n rfabn after 
agreed plaaning permission for 
a new superstore was over- 
turned following a campaign by 
villagers. 

• Alnwick District Council 
faces a £3m Haim from Safeway 
after ft was ruled that foe couik 
cil was “grossly wrong” in grant- 
ing permission for a superstore. - 
The coundt,. in rural north 
Northumberland, collects only' 
£L5m from its 3LOOO council tax 
payers, and has a total annual 
budget of £13m- 

The decision by- John 
Prescott, Secretary of State for 
the Environment, to refuse per- 
mission for the superstore could 
have wider implications on the 
future purchase of land with 
outline planning permisrion. 

Safeway is set to claim the 
difference in the price of the 
land, on the outskirts of Al- 
nwick, before and after the de- 
cision. Land with outline 
planning permission is of 
greater value to developers. 


' Mr Prescott’s dedsion marks 
a victory forvfflageis in Alnwick. 
The civic society, town council 
and chamber of trade all op- 
posed theRtoxe. 

Peter Mcllroy, of Alnwick 
Civic Society, said: “We have 
never been able to understand 
how the council came to be 
wriggling On this particular 
hook. •. .-* ^ 

“Alnwick is a market town,.' 
'a Safeway' superstore would 
have destroyed the town centre. 
The council may face a. com- 
pensation claim - but this anil 
be peanuts compared to the cost 
if foe town centre dosed down.” 

• Hie mling reads: The coun- 
cil was grossly wrong to grant 
permission when the dear 
evidence was, and is. that. it. 
would adversely affect foe vi- 
tality and viability of Alnwick 
town centre.” 

Alnwick District Council's 
chief executive, Lawrie St 
Ruth, said: “I’m astonished 
with this decision.. Why Al- 
nwick has been singled out by 


the Government for this rarq 
used and heavy-handed intej 
ference defies comprehension] 
Any compensation claim worn 
not affect services, he added 
The council is to take legal ad 
vice on a possible challenge j 
the decision. 

A Safeway spokesman said 
“We are very disappointed 
this decision- We db nlfffiQ 
.that the .store would have 
!" a negative effect on the towj 
centre - quite foe contrary/ 

" '’This store would baveprd 
vented the leakage ofrtri|jj 
away from Alnwick. In foe kq 
term, Alnwick will continoetj 
decline... 

“We will be see king cot 
pensation from the council W 
. paid a price which reflected tfa 
outline planning consent 
’This has severe implies 
tions when purchasings lam 
planning consent is now not th 
caicrete base it once was: - 

“Contracts may now hari 
to have a revocation danse q 
them.” 




Policeman’s attacker Inquiry ordered into 
sentenced to 21 years RUC assault charge' 


A ROBBER who left a policeman with brain dam- 
age after beating him about the bead with a ham- 
mer. was jaded for 21 years at the Old Bailey 
yesterday. 

•. PC Andrew MacDonald, 31, was praised by 
Judge MrchaellCooinbe for tackling Gary 
Lawrence, 25, tffien he saw him robbing a petrol 
station in Wriohvicfa.isoufo London. The police 
officer’s? skull and aim were fractured, he spent 
three-mouths in a wheelchair and has been un- 
atife to -return to work since foe assault-eight 
months ago. After, the “violent struggle” 
Lawrence, from Deptford, south-east London, was 
found hiding in an aDey. He was found gnfity of 
robbery and causing grievous bodily harm, jailed 
for six years for foe robbery and 15 years, to nm 
consecutively, for foe GBH. 


A SENIOR Scottish police officer is to belidui 
a new investigation into allegations of assadfr bj 
RUC men do a terrorist cousin of Sinn Feiaprra 
ident Gerry Adams. 

David Adams, 39, was awarded £30,0003 
ages after he was left badly beaten as potfej& 
foiled an' IR A a m bush of a top detective »e a$ 
Belfast four years ago. He was s later senteboej 
to 25 years for his part in -a murder consjaracj 
which he denied. At foe time of is arrest ttesui 
feneda broken leg, two fractured ribva 
tured lung and multiple cuts and bniisesi^ '- 

The Independent Commission for 
Co mp l ain ts in Northern Ireland said 
that Strathclyde’s Assistant Chief < — 

Jim Orr would carry out an internal inquiry 1 intj 
alleged RUC misconducL ‘ 


a: 


•ft 




River flood alerts 

FLOOD alerts were issued in 
Wyes last night after a second 
day of torrential ram. Ibp priority 
Red warning were issued to 
householders near four South 
Wiles rivers - the Ely in Cardiff 
Ewenny at Fencoed, and Og- 
nxwe andLlynfi at Bridgend and 
Maesteg. Flooding also hit 
Machynlleth and Blaenau Ffes- 
tiniog in North Wiles. 


Mars chance 

A BOOKMAKER cut odds for 
an astronaut landing on Mais- 
before 2020 by three-quarters af- 
ter Nasa’s announced water 
had been found on the Moon. 
'WHfiam Hffl said it reduced 
odds from 200-1 to 50-1. The di&- 
oovery of water paves the way 
for permanent lunar bases and 
the Moon to be used as a stag- 
ing post to other planets. 
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What I have 
to prove, by 

Donatella 

Versace 


By Tkmjin Bfanchanl 

in Milan 


DONATELLA VERSACE took th~ 

step yeste ^ y of 

53L. e rence, to preview her second 
1116 house since her hrmh- 
er's death last year. Tm very neivous.-Se 
cm f' w * L “1_ think I havemtentoprove 

- }*^? s,er when Gianni was heS - 

Dre&sedma black trouser suit and spflcy 

WaA^tent leather boots, DonatellafE 


&i WPC f &gerswi ^ d ««. 

7 h, fSe (fauumd crustaceans. Her brother 
to. the business brains behind the com- 
pany, watched her pensively from one side. 
The collection is about today and what’s 
gomg on in the world,*’ she said “It’s very 

important to be in touch with reality” 

Quite where the Versace take on reality 
meets everyone else’s is unclear. For most 


trouser suit, a pair of com- 

ots with faux diamonds studded in 
.the heels, a canary yellow fox-for-collared 
cashmere coat, or a silver chain mail all- 
in-one pant suit, fly far into the realms of 
fantasy. But for Donatella, there is noth- 
ing impractical about these clothes: “Per- 
sonally. I like pants for day and skirts for 
evening. The fabrics don’t wrinkle, so it’s 
easier to travel in them." On Concorde 
maybe, but tiy getting the chain mail all 
in one through the metal detector. 

Donatella also put to rest r umo urs of 
who will design the next haute couture col- 
lection for the house. The British design- 
ers Antonio Berardi, Antony Price and 
Deborah Milner have all been mentioned 
in connection with the job. “I've been ap- 
proached by people, and I'm flattered,” she 
said But for the forseeable future, the job 
remains in her hands, with the help of de- 
sitjassistants from Central St Martin’s. 

>he collection itself is confident and as- 
sured Models walk down a Swarovsfa* crys- 
tal glittering catwalk, wearing the 
silhouette that Donatella has decreed 
will be the look of next autumn: long and 
lean. Skirts are almost floor length; jack- 
ets have narrow kimono sleeves. Colours 
range from purple to black, with silver and 
a splash of yellow. < 



Hunting ban Bill 
runs out of time 


By Cofin Brown 

Chief Rstitical Correspondent 

JACK STRAW the Home Sec- 
retary, is under pressure to an- 
nounce an inquiry into blood 
sports to bead off the Labour 
MPs 5 demands fora han on fox- 
hunting after a Private Mem- 
ber’s B31 yesterday looked 
doomed to a lingering death. 

After last Sunday’s mass 
march on London by the coun- 
tryside lobby, dominated by 
the hunting, shooting and fish- 
ing fraternity, the Bill to ban fca:- 
h unting was slowly dispatched 
with a whimper. 

The anti-hunting campaign 
managed a token protest of 12 
bedraggled people, with four 
banners, in the rain outside the 
Commons. 

The Tbiy old guard who led 
the assault on the Bill were 
nearly tripped up by new tech- 
nology. Michael Heseltine, who 
led the charge, was in foil flow 
during his speech, when his 
mobile telephone went off in 
contravention of a ruling by the 
Speaker, Betty Boothroyd. Mr 
Heseltine, a forzneT minister in 


charge of technology, fumbled 
with the instrument before car- 
rying on. Supporters of the Bill 
tried to force the pace by bait- 
ing a debate on one amendment 
with a closure vote. 

The opera hat - needed to 
make a point of order dnring a 
division - was passed around 
during the vote as the support- 
ers of the BQl cried foul .over the 
slowness of their opponents. 

The Seqeant at Anns was 
dispatched to investigate, but it 
was clear that the number of 
amendments would leave the 
Bill too little parliamentary 
time, and it will get the coupe 
degrSce next Friday. 

Tbny Blair, who was in Scot- 
land, udd MPs last year that 
Labour's election manifesto 
commitment to allow a free vote 
had been fulfilled. But the size 
of the record 260-vote majority 
on the Biff's second reading last 
Novemberwas a warning that the 
demands will not go away. 

A cross-party group of MPs, 
including the Labour MP Kate 
Hoey, who are seeking a “mid- 
dle way" out of the foxhunting 
row, last night led calls for an 


independent inquiry to allow a 
compromise to be reached^ 

An inquiry has nm been ruled 
out by Michael Foster, the 
Labour MP Mm introduced the 
■ BflL Supporter? of the ban fear 
an inquiry will be used to put the 
issue off until after the next elec- 
tion, but it may keep alive their 
hopes. Tbeywere furious with Mr 
Straw for saying the Government 
had no mandate for a ban. For- 
mer Labour frontbencher, Kevin 
. McNamara said: “There wiD be 
Labour supporters ... who 
wifi see this as a sheer shift of 
ground foam ^no time ths session* 
to ‘no time ever’ 

Mr Straw is anxious to avoid 
the Government’s Crime and 
Disorder B31 being targeted in 
the autumn by anti-hunting 
MPs to outlaw foxhunting. 

Government sources con- 
firmed that Home Office officials 
were studying an inquiry among 
the options for dealing with pub- 
lic concern about blood sports. 

Ms Hoey said: “Tb day’s de- 
bate strengthened the case for 
an independent inquiry be- 
cause so many new things were 
coming out." 


Library book 135 years overdue 


GBtter girl: Naomi Campbell model** gown at the Versace collection in Milan Photograph: Luca Brund/AP 


A BOOK which went missing 
from a county council library 
135 years ago was today back in 
its rightful place on the shelf. 

The book, De Naturis Re- 
mm, which was borrowed from 
Stafford Library in 1863, was 
discovered in the Hbrajy of the 
University of Chicago. Since it 
was borrowed it has accrued a 
fine of more than £4,000, but 
Staffordshire's libraries com- 
mittee agreed to waive the fee. 

Yesterday Staffordshire Uni- 
versity librarian Kevin Ellard 
acted as postman to return the 
book on behalf of colleagues in 
the United States. 

Tim book, which is described 


Tte Vafanrr t* p at KU tS fy tk- 
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as the “Chronicles and Memo- 
rials of Great Britain and Ire- 
land during the Middle Ages”, 
was published by Longmans. 

Library committee chair- 


man Joyc^Meriy said: “I would 
encourage people to return 
books more promptly than this, 
but it is a pleasure to have our 
book bade.” 



THE MAREA WEEKEND. A FIAT THAT'S BIGGER THAN 


K&ZK 


Just one look at the Marea Weekend’s photogenic 
curves speaks volumes. Especially, in terms of 
cubic feet Like all Fiats, doss-leading design 
means it’s extremely roomy for its size. Bnt 
the Marea Weekend is surprisingly big on the 

outside too. 

B« enough to give you nil the comfort you’ll 


need to make a long haul seem like a short hop. 
And just In ease anyone gets even the slightest 
bit restless on their journey, we’ve added a 
height adjustable, driver’s seat, power steering 
and an. RDS stereo cassette as standard. 

Spoiling our drivers doesn’t stop there. 
The Weekend offers a huge choice of engines 


from the frugal 1.6 16v to the smooth, brawny 
5 cylinder, 2 litre 20v. There’s even a choice of 
superb turbo diesels. 

There’s less choosing u> be done when it comes 
to advanced safety features. A driver’s airbag, 
a rigid safety cell,- reinforced crumple zones, 
a third brake light and side impact bars come 


... 

‘OP*. -'.wv '5®)'* ■ 

_ ... 

1 .v 


as standard on every Marea Weekend. 

Further, peace of mind can be found with an on 
the road price starting at £13,940* and 0% finance 

avaflabte over 3 years with a 35% deposit: 

Just call 080071 7000, b Ctp^/wwwjiat. co.uk or pop 

down fo yoor local Flat dealer for more infonnation, 
but be prepared to get more than you bargained for. 


FIAT MAREA WEEKEND 


DRIVEN BY PASSION 


^ ^ ^ ^ 1,05 18 • — A AA-AA AA- 
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A windswept farewell to a comic genius 


HUNDREDS of mourning 
fans, television and sbowbusi- 
ness stars, and Ireland's Pres- 
ident Maty McAleese braved 
lashing rain to bid final 
farewells to Ireland's favourite 
wit, Derraot Morgan, star of the 
Father Ted television comedy, 
who died after a suspected 
heart attack at his London 
home last Saturday, writes 
Alan Murdoch. 

St Theresa's Church in 
Mount Mcrrion, south Dublin 
was packed to hear bis friend 
Father Michael Paul Gallagher 
say that “Thousands are feeling 
the loss of a personal friend, 
though they never knew him” 
Ireland had “lost a comic ge- 
nius." who was widely loved. 

Morgan. 45, was best known 
in Britain for his role as the ge- 
nial rogue led Crihy in the 
Channel 4 sit-com, banished to 
un island with two other priests. 

His former wife, Susanne, 
and their two sons Donnchadh, 
19, and Robert, 16, were pre- 
sent as were his partner of the 
Iasi 1 1 years, Fiona Clarke, and 
their son, -Ben, three. 


The singer Chris <te Burgh and his wife, Diane, at St Theresa’s hi Dublin for the funeral of actor Dermot Morgan yesterday 


Photograph: PA 
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• Over 100 of our best selling top brand products 

• In the national newspapers every Saturday 

• Updated daily on Teletext Channel 4 p425 
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pah WAY privatisation pro- 
duced a new set of millionaires 
yesterday after Britain’s biggest 
bos company got the green 
light to purchase one of the na- 
tion's Hig h-speed train sendees. 

Seven rail executives will 
share profits of more than £15m 
— a rise on average of 7,000 per 

cent on their initial investment 

- after the buy-up by the bus gi- 
ant FirstGroup of Great West- 
ern Holdings, which runs 
sendees from London to Wiles 
and the South-west and trains 
in the North-west. 

The deal angered local pas- 
senger groups and ra3 cam- 
paigners who point out nearly 
20 percent of trains run late on 
the company’s flagship Great 
Western service. 

John O’Brien, the franchis- 
ing director, approved the deal 
biit only after be secured a 
“£75m package of benefits” for 
users of the new FirstGroup 
(ram company. On Great West- 
ern, £32m worth of new trains 
will be ordered to be in service 
by June 2002. and all season 
ticketbolders will get a week’s 
free traveL 

In addition, there mil be 
fin^< for trains running late - 
£250 for 20 minutes late, £500 
for 30 mimitFs late and £1,000 
if cancelled altogether. How- 
ever, Trevor Smallwood, First- 
Group’s chairman, said this 
would only cost the company 
£lm. 

On North western - a com- 
muter network centred on Liv- 
erpool - £lm will be spent on 
additional passenger benefits 
and on Great Eastern ^already 
owned by FirstGroup - all 96 
slam-door r lrams wfll be phased 
out by theend of 2D02j ' 

Despite the extra cost for the 


than £200m in public snhgj 
this year and Mr SmaJhin 
said Great Western HoldS 
would make w not less tgl 
£25m” profit. ; y 

- John Prescott, the Dep« 
Prime Minster, was “nc^Sl 
happy” with the arrangemgj 
But the lad governmenfswii 
regulatory powers left M 
Prescott with little alteraatiu 
“I don't have the power 1 
block the deal.” he adffted. 

With a White Paper looun 
this summer; the Deputy pik 
Minister is sure to be addte& 
legislative armoury. ln sc(tt 
ment, he sakt “Whilst I we Icon 
these improvements, within A 
constraints of the current A 
it is dear that the passengerfl 
the taxpayer are still not getS 
the best deal in the privatise 
railway. I am determined to sta 
putting that right in my forti 
coming White Paper " 
Despite the gains for p& 
sengers, the man with most t 
make from his two-year tripe 
the gravy train is Brian Sax 
Starting his career with Brim 
Rail asa ticket derk in 1958,% 
rose quickly to hea^hp 1 
Great Wfestem foteiCi^Sen^a 
A blunt-speaking patriarft 
in 1993 he told the then seen 
taiy of state for transport Jdi 
MacGregor that “as an expei 
eoced professional railway 
ness manager, I would uotjb 
putting my money into a traa 
operating company.” 

Fortunately he did/ Hi 
£37^00 investment in 1996 In 
now risen by nearly 10,000 {X 
cent to more than £3.7m: 06 
ersalso benefited. He aver^ 
employee -which inctaraiiq| 
et cpUectprs and train drivers 
invested £200 and will seewinc 
falls of £30,000. 
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'Have a go eyes’: James Phillips (left) and Ms accon 
girlfriend Christine Clapp-Smith Photograph: Phc 
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AFEARED underworld figure 
- dubbed “The Ayatollah” - 
was convicted at the Old Bai- 
ley yesterday of maste rminding 
a string of armed raids on pres- 
tige jewellers and other targets. 

James Phillips, 32, from 
Greenwich, south-east London, 
was remanded in custody for 
sentence later this month. He 
had denied robbery, attempted 
robbery and possession of 
firearms. 

Phillips was leader of the 
gang ami brains behind the 
robberies.which spanned four 
years and netted more rhaq 
£1 million, the court was told. 

He reconnoitred the rob- 
beries, selected targets, planned 
the escape route and provided 
the getaway cars, the court 
beard. 

He did not take part in the 
actual raids, but “procured, 
aided and abetted others.” 

Among them was his long- 
term girlfriend, Christine Oapp- 
Smith, who is also awaiting 
sentence after being convicted 
last July of robbery and pos- 
sessing firearms 

Clapp-Smith, 48, from 
Bermondsey, south London, 
helped him set up two of rob- 
beries. 

“Her speciality was robbing 
jewellers,” said Michael Wors- 


. 


ley, QC, prosecuting. • | 

“The pattern was similar U ^ 

each case. TWo men would dj |Qa#tL 

the job and then escape in agd 
away vehicle." | j ■ 

In the first raid he' anj l(|S[ta » 
P hillips were seen together r» r '“CUfl 
a Bond Street jeweller’s yrde^ 1 ^ 

“posing as customers 

tying out the reconnaissance. | 

“As soon as she was in tb^ 
shop, he sidled in after her. HkJ t Jjf.. ' 
looked at the counters. Shj c^V.. ' 
was plainly playing a leadini 
part in sussing out the jewefleri h/* 
m the and the barriers ihq 
faced,” said Mr Worlsey. : J fc'g**:* 
Everyone was terrified oj (j^\- • 

Phillips, according to one ofirij ' 

former gang members, ^ ■ 

gave evidence for the proseca jjjtjj.j 
tion. He had “have a go ey^ l, . 
and.exerdsed a hold aver gad Sj.. ' * 

members - putting pressure o( 
them to cany out the raids. • A:. 1 ;'' 

Phillips was caught after 
Flying Squad operation. OH 


police and inadvertently i* - 
VOlved nnrtthpp man . W, ‘i • • 


volved another man, believiflf ^ ‘ • 

him to be dead. ' : 

found by detectives — 


found by detectives — aEStfinf juftw;* ' .. 
social security. Both men tb^ ‘ 
gave statements of Phillips' nij JJH • 
volvement. 

Urey are also awaiting se» J 1 

tence, after admitting variouj . 

robberies. . j ‘ 
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’ in battle to prove his father’s innocence 


By Nicholas von Herbwrstein 

A DOCTOR whose bizarre life 
stony formed the baas of the 
long-naming television serial 
The Fugitive has still not been 
completely cleared of a murder 
ht did not commit despite new 
DNA evidence 

Dr Sam Sheppard was ac- 
quitted in 1966 of bearing his 
wife to death after spending 10 
years in prison. However, un- 
like in the television version. 


David Janssen as Dr Richard Kimble in the 1960s television serial The fugitive, which 
^ — 


based on the Sheppard case 


movie with Harrison Ford, Dr 
Sheppard became “a broken 
and bitter man, turned to al- 
cohol and painldllers ... and 
died four years later from liv- 
er complications," said Tferry 
Gilbert, the attorney for the 
Sheppard estate which is pur- 
suing the case through the 
Ohio Supreme Court. 

His body was exhumed in 
September for a forensic tests. 
Comparing the DNA of Dr 
Sheppard and camples fruinri fn 

a smear from Maiyiin Shep- 
pard, as well as another sam- 



Sheppard on Ms way to jail after being convicted in 1954 


pie from the original crime 
scene, has led to caOs for a re- 
trial. 

The defence is pointing the 
finger at Richard Eberling, 
the Sheppards' window clean- 
er, who is currently serving a 
sentence for the murder of an 


elderly widow in 1964. Eberling 
has denied the murder of Mrs 
Sheppard, and according to au- 
thorities, was subjected to two 
polygraph tests during the orig- 
inal investigations in 1954, 
which he passed. 

Sam Reese Sheppard, the 


only son of Dr Sheppard, is un- 
convinced of Eberling’s inno- 
cence, and is seeking redress 
through the legal system for his 
father’s imprisonment If he is 
successful, he could, stand to 
gain $2m (£ 1.25m). 

Stephanie Tbbbs Jones, the 
county prosecutor, argues that 
Sam Reese Sheppard has no le- 
gal standing. “If the Supreme 
Cburt says that the statute of lim- 
itations has run its course, then 
there is no law suit What I am 
saying is that it has, because Sam 
Sheppard had never sought a 
wrongful incarceration claim, 
nor efid he sty that he would seek 

anything from the stale of Ohkx M 

If the case does go ahead, 
the burden of proof for inno- 
cence will lie with the defence, 
“We are hopeful for a suc- 
cessful outcome. The last time, 
Sam Sheppard was vilified by 
the press and the community. 
Allegations were flying around 
that he was acquitted because 
he had a slick lawyer. This time 
we will prove his innocence,” 
said Tfcny Gilbert. 
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Block on 
backdoor 
assisted 
places 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 



CXJUNCELS will be stopped 
from introducing “backdoor” 
assisted places schemes under 
Government changes to legis- 
lation before the Commons. 

The national assisted places 
sdien^ which subsidised bright 
pupDs from tow-income families 
in private schools, was abolished 
by tbgpovcsnment immediately 
lame to pcwov Um 
saved wiE be usid to re- 
duce infant dassrifces. 

However, Ccmservative-con- 
trolled Surrey County Council 
announced recently that it in- 
tended to send 200 children 
frem poor backgrounds to a pri- 
vate school 

Ministers have introduced’ 
amendments to the School 
Standards and Framework Bill 
to give the Secretary of State 
power to block attempts by lo- 
ad authorities to introduce 
thek own version of the scheme. 

Stephen Byers, the schools 
standards minister, has made it 
dear that the Government does 
not to tend to interfere with 
longstanding arrangements 
and councils would not, for ex- 


ample, be prevented from buy- 
ing places for special needs 
pupils in private schools- Lin- from academic facilities. 


Commons committee consid- 
ering the Bill: “The Govern- 
ment opposes local education 
auth on ties buying places in in- 
dependent schools, thereby tak- 
ing children out of the 
maintained sector and offering 
them a different type of edu- 
cation. • 

“This is not partnership, but 
creates divisions in the school 
sector." 

Tim Secretary of State would 
therefore have power to pre- 
scribe the chcdmfftanceg in 
which total- authorities could 
provide places in private 
schools. He hoped to use it 
rarefy, if at aH 

Dick Davison, of the Inde- 
pendent Schools Information 
Service, said: “The assisted 
{daces scheme is an issue cm 
which new Labour is stubborn- 
ly old Labour. 

“We are making such 
promising contact with them in. 
other areas, it is a shame that 
their minds are closed over the 
idea of using public money to 
support low-income children 
in independent schools." 

It was inconsistent, he 
added, for the Government to 
allow authorities to pay for 
{dacesmmnstoaxtdballetatpii- 
vase schools while barring them 


coins hire County Council has 
bought places for pupils at fee- 
paying Stanford School for 
many years. 

Details of the Surrey scheme 
and any others which were pro- 
posed would be studied and the 
Secretary of Slate for Education 
would decide whether they 
should be allowed. 

Mr Byers told the House of 


Dr. Andrew Povey, chair- 
man of Sumy’s education com- 
mittee; said: “We welcome the 
Government’ s positive attitude 
towards working in partner- 
ship with independent schools. 

“We look forward to con- 
tinuing dialogue and the sub- 
sequent development of a 
variety of schemes which will 
benefit Surrey children.” 


Teachers to get 

inspections referee 


. TillCHERS aggrieved about 
• the conduct of Ofsted inqjec- 
lion*, wffl he able to compunn to 
an “Ombudsman", the Gov- 
ernment is due to announce 
next week. 

David BlunkeU, the Sccre- 
tarv of Siute for Education, and 
rhe Chief Schools Inspector, 
Chris Vftxxlhead. announce 
the appointment oi 'an inde- 
pendent arbitrator, fulfilling a 
pledge made tost year in the 

education White Paper. 

The move will be welcomed 

hvMChmk^-mcia^ 

nr of,.cd. « ho . hav 5.^; 

iK'ins conducted in 

•jfe.S-’E? 

Z&szSZgS. 


Ofeted said that there were 
a ^tmy” number of complaints 
about injectors - cither alle- 
gations about their condom, or 

complaints that judgements 
were, not based on evidence. 

■ They were taken very seri- 
ously, the sources said. Inspec- 
tors were required to abide by 
a code of conduct - which 
included an insistence that 
judgements about schools were 
based- on evidence, not “ideo- 
logical baggage". ' . 

Schools with complmnts 
rixwtl the conduct ofinspeokms 
were encouraged first [ ° taJc ® 
them up with the registered 

■ i tVn- rtMoecbon 


mspeciui T 

team, or the contractor which 
employed them- 

Most were resolved by sen- 
sible communication” a 1 . 3 ” 

early stage. 


possible, cmpnnus ™ > 
with by Ofeted officials. 

■ The new arbitrator would 

.■ _ _• r... rndenendest 


p,vnuniiv iiy^»~:" . . The new arronaior 

“ depmde 



For unbelievably 

pin sharp photos and documents, look no further. 


Photos and documents are Just the beginning. 


Create your 
own calendar 



Print your own 
T-Shirts 


Only EPSON has a unique Piezo Crystal print head 
which guarantees pin sharp prints eveiy time. 
This gives EPSON a distinct edge when it 
comes to producing high quality photo and text 
print outs. 

In fact EPSON Photo Reproduction Quality is so 
good it gives you prints which rival those 
produced by high street developers. And if your 
prints. Look good, imagine what your other 
documents will look like. 

EPSON Photo Enhance mode will automatically 
adjust brightness/ exposure and contrast, 
leaving you with truly superb results. You'll even * 
be able to print from 4”x6" right up to A4. 


EPSON -THERE'S NO COMPARISON 


The EPSON Stylus Photo also comes with Live Pix 
(Vi.o) photo editing software, which means you 
can manipulate your photos at the touch of a 
button, even remove red eye. And of course it's 
Windows and Apple Mac compatible. 

Well even throw in a sample paper pack to help 
get you started. All this for around £259. 
For more information on the EPSON Stylus Photo 
caLL 0800 220 546 or pop into your local 
EPSON dealer. 
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■ Hnal cool tuanble-^^^^ 4MA 

■ 2 heat sotting*. Rill fl/Hoil 
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HOTPOINT 

1100 Spin ‘Aqoarie? 
tetter Dryer 
Model WDfil. 
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HOTPOINT 

Full Size 'Aquarius* Dishwasher 
a Available *i Polar While, UnenorMeraay 
■lakes 12 place settings. 

Model OKI. 
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DYSON 

VACUUM 

CLEANER 


DYSON 

Latest Tbctaoiogy 
Upright Owner 

■ Powerful duel cydone bearing. 

■ 2 HEPA fllttn for deanaK 
filtered air of eny upright 

a Sflm profile for suy storage. 
Model DC03. 


HOTPOINT 

1100 Spin 'Aquarius* Autowasher 


Available In Polar White. Linen, Mercury, 
lee Blue, Pbtatfiio Green or Lilac 
Model WM63. 
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TELEVISION 



SONY 

25" PflCAM Stereo 

TV with Fastext 

■ 59cm visible screen sin 

■ Fastext for easy 
access to Teletext 
information services. 

■ On-sawn display for 
ease of use. 

■ Complete with stand. 

Model 25F1. Was £479.99. 

in-store Price £449.99. 
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PACKAGES 



CD HI-FI 



HITACHI 

TV/VIdeo Padrage 
25' NICAM Stereo TV . 
ninth Fastext 

59cm visade screen rize 

PLUS 

4-Head NKAM Stereo Video 

Model 2567/650. 

Total Separate Selling Prim £73948. 
In-store Plica £689. 
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Intel* 166MHz MMX™ 
Technology 
Multimedia PC 
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VIDEOS 
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AIWA 

Dolby Pro-Loj^c CD Mira HI-FI 

■ MuMpIqr- plays up to 3 Os. 

■ Digital tuner. 

■ 3 mode graphic equal bar. 

Model NSXAV75 Was £38947. 

Was £33947 Was £34949. to-store Price QS49. S MONTHS 


£29949 
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FREE 
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CAMCORDERS 


JVC Digital Camcorder 
with lOOx Super Digital Zoom 
Model DV370. 
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JVCm 

■ HedurgeaMe 
battery, 

■Malm adaptor. 
Model xijra. 

je*nd CD Ptaye 

H {59a 

Imnore Price £3949. 
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On over 800 home 
appda now when 
you purchase 
before 4pm. 

48 hour delivery 
ratable in pars 
of Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
Ybu can even 
choose rooming or 
afternoon daTwery 
or take it Home 
now. Ask In-store 
for fufl detaBs. 



WHi Currys Premier 
Advantage Aoeount 
you can take 
advantage of any •’ 
credit offer Instate. 
Ask for details. 
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AwrtlBbie ttMXore. 


All TVs Garys sell 
are compatible wkh 
future digital 
technology . 

Subject to the 
purchase of an 
addition si digital 
dOOOdaf plartned for 
launch during 1998L 







Repairs 7 days a 
week (same day 
whermr possible}. 


On aO freestanding 
'gas and d e a rie 
cookers byGOHGt 

registered engineers 
(excludes Northern 
Ireland .and telaeeed 
Scottish Stores). 
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Q839 517S17 
Cdb cost 50p per 
minute. 


For most large Items 
B you phone before 
10am Monday to 
Friday and live 
-within 10 mite of 
a Garys store. 


aimers object 

For direct, doorstep 
delivery; Freephone 
0500 304304 or fax 
01442888145 
(Samflpni Mon-Fri. 

■ taro-540pmS^ 
lOam^pmSunL 
Oefivery charges 
from £325. Part 
of C>SG Retail Ltd. 
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The end: A miner 

(right) waiting to go 
underground for the 
last shift at South 
Crafty, and the. 
Cornish flag flying 
defi an tly (left), with 
the pithead behind 

Photographs: 
Peter Macdiarmtd 


Cornwall’s tin men 

bid final farewell to 
4,000 years of industry 


tf 


Rosa Prince 


THE LAST piece of tin from 
Britain's last tin mine has been sold, 
and yesterday Cornwall’s last 150 tin 
.miners worked their final shift. Al- 
though there is stfll enough tin to 

ikeep miners in work for many years, 

•its world price has fallen so far it is 
no longer profitable to mine. 

For the past 13 years South Crafty 
mine, sear Redruthjbas been run at 
a loss, rts workforce waiting for the 
price of tin to rise. Now its owners 
will wait no longer and a hoped-for 
government bail-out failed to 
emerge. On Thursday - St Pimm’s 
Day, the Patron Saint of Cornwall 
and of tin - the last piece of tin was 
auctioned at a hotel. 

-But the miners, initially resigned 
uuftofty’s closure, are furious after 
the news leaked out yesterday that 
the min e manager, David Giddings. 
had bought a controlling share. 
Michael James, a miner for 22 years, 
said: “We have been sold down the 
river but there’s nothing we can do 
about it" Mr Giddings said: “I was 
offered the shares, so I bought 8.6 
million of them and became major 
shareholder of South Crafty pic. Bui 
it is a personal transaction, no dif- 
ferent from me buying shares in ZGT. 
The riming is insensitive and I was 
ai anyone at that" 


Sue Swift, chair of Kenier coun- 
cil, said: “All the time I thought we 
were working with him, he was 
working to his own agenda. It is scan- 
dalous, it is just shocking.” 

Miners arriving for the final shift 
yesterday ‘were dressed in overalls 
and hard hats stained pink over the 
yearn from tin dust They got into the 
lift in teams of eight and were low- 
ered 3,000ft into the ground. Itis un- 
likely the mine will reopen: one and 
a half million galTons of water are 
pumped out of the mine every day 
and once that stops - on Friday, 13 
March - the mine wiD flood. 

Before the tin price collapsed in 
1985, South Crafty employed 750 
miners. A few of tbe 150 remaining 
will stay to help dose South Crafty 
bilt most will start new jobs or go on 
the dole. Several of those already 
made redundant now earn £3 35 an 
hour packing daffodil bulbs. . 

Mark Kacznxarek, who worked at 
South Crafty for 1 7 years with bis fa- 
ther and brother, said the miners do 
not want other jobs. "This min e has 
been a mother to a lot of people and 
it's being allowed to die.” The min- 
ers worked hard to try to save the 
mine. The workforce took a pay cut 
and doubled productivity. 

Bernard Ballard, operations man- 
ager, said: “Mining is a very inten- 
sive business... Lives are potentially 


at risk and you are retying on your 
partner. That builds very strong re- 
lationships. You love it or you hate 
ft. It’s in the blood.” 

Redruth and nearby Camboume 
were built on mining. At the height 
of the Industrial Revolution there 
were 350 mines in Cornwall. Local 
MP Candy Atherton said: “If you 
have had a mining tradition for 
4,000 years, generations of people 
have relatives who have worked in 
mining. It is very , sad and the closure 
of South Crafty does not help the 
general sense of decline in Cornwall” 
The miners re-emerge at the end 
of the final shift and are hosed 
down by their colleagues as they 
stand in die lift cages. Geoffrey Har- 
vey, who worked in the mine with his 
son Richard, said: “At least he's of 
an age where someone will give him 
a job. Who is going to employ a 53- 
year-old?” Cedric Patterson said: 
“We had expected the mine to dose 
for some time, but themood down 
there today was very sombre.” 
Outside the gates of South Crafty 
a crowd gathered, waving Cornish 
flags; to hold a vigQ for the miners. 
One of those present, Stuart Gul- 
limore, said: “It is a very sad day. 
Closing the mine is a stupid thing to 
do - it is wrong from a practical as 
well as a sentimental point of view. 
There is still tin down there.” . 



Theatre 

bars 

brewery 

scheme 


By David Lister 

Art News Editor 


CAMPAIGNERS whose battle 
to saves community theatre was 
backed by the actress Susannah 
York have won their fight to 
stop it being turned into a pub. 

An inquiry on the The Wa- 
terside Theatre in Stratford- 
upon-Avon yesterday found in 
favour of the District Council, 
which opposed plans by tbe JD 
Wethexspoon brewery to open 
a bar and restaurant on the ate. 

York had told the inquiry in 
an emotional speech: “Once a 
theatre is gone, no matter bow 
large or small, it is another brick 
removed from the foundations 
of our culture.” Wetherspoon 
appealed to the environment 
department after the council 
blocked its application for per- 
mission to change the theatre. 

Inspector Gytlian Grindey 
dismissed Welherspoon’s ap- 
peal, staling; “This would harm 
an interest of acknowledged im- 
portance, namely the local dis- 
tinctiveness and uniqueness of 
the town." 

The campaigners, who in- 
dude coundUors, amateur thes- 
pians and residents, were 
backed by staff at Tbe Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre, who 
added their congratulations and 
pledged continuing support to 
The Friends of the Whlerside 
Theatre. Councillor Dr Geof- 
frey Lees, who led the countiTs 
campaign, said everyone was de- 
lighted. “There has been an 
overwhelming reaction to the 
decision. We all delighted and 
are very grateful to everyone 
who backed us. 1 have written 
to Susannah York thanking her 
for her wonderful contribu- 
tion.” 

The council will now apply 
for lottery and arts council 
funding to refurbish the venue, 
and wil] also make council 
funding available for the project. 

fo London it was announced 
yesterday that the National 
Theatre had bought the Old Vic 
Annexe for £l.lm from Ed 
NGrvisch Enterprises Ltd, own- 
ers of The Old Vic theatre. 
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Blair warns off 
Scots assembly 
troublemakers 


By Calbi Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


TONY Blair signalled a purge 
of troublemakers from the can- 
didates' list for the Scottish 
Parliament in a rallying call yes- 
terday to the Labour Party in 
Perth to fight off the threat of 
the Scottish National Party. 

The Prime Minister told his 
party he wanted to Geld the best 
candidates in the Scottish Par- 
liamentary elections next year, 
which was seen as a clear warn- 
ing that those who indulge in 
in-fighting will not he on the 
candidates' list 

“This isn't about stopping 
any particular person - it is 
about ensuring high quality 
candidates throughout Scot- 
land. No one has an automat- 
ic right to selection. Scotland 
deserves the best from Labour 
at local and national IeveL That 
is what it wilJ get" he said. 

His remarks put question 
marks over some left-wing MPs 
who could be possible candi- 
dates for the Labour list, in- 
cluding Dennis Caravan, the 
MP for Falkirk West. 

It is unclear how many Scot- 
tish Labour MPs will opt for the 
Scottish Parliament. Donald 


Dewar, Secretary of state for 
Scotland, is expected to run for 
the post of the first minister of 
the Scottish Parliament. 

Henry McLaish,the Scottish 
minister responsible for helping 
to draw up the devolution plans, 
also announced this week he 
would be standing for the Scot- 
tish Parliament 

Mr Blair said the referen- 
dum on Scotland showed the 
settled will of the Scottish peo- 
ple and he described the elec- 
tions as a “new dawn for 
Scotland’', with a warning to the 
lory hereditary peers in the 
House of Lords not to block the 
legislation. 

The Prime Minister also set 
out his vision for a second term 
of office insisting that Labour’s 
aims would only be realised on 
the rock of a sound economy. 

The rock upon which every- 
thing we do is stable prudent 
management of the economy," 
he declared. 

He defended the reform of 
the welfare state, which in- 
cludes the controversial plans to 
cut benefits to lone parents. 

The Prime Minister said the 
Budget would push forward 
these reforms by promoting 
work and independence. 


insisting that could go hand in 
hand with compassion and 
social justice. 

‘'New Labour is the party of 
economic competence in 
Britain today, ft was never 
enough lo say we were more 
caring and more compassionate, 
it is meaningless you 

deliver on the economy,” the 
Prime Minister said. 

T want us to be the first 
Labour government in history 
to achieve a foil successive sec- 
ond term in office.” 

But Ins message to the Scot- 
tish party was “keep the faith 
and we will win again", telling 
those present that government 
was a tough business and hard 
choices had to be made. 

And joking about recent 
press reports that he was about 
to convert to Catholicism, Mr 
Blair urged the party to keep the 
faith then he joked: 'According 
to the newspapers, I keep sev- 
eraL" 

In a wide-ranging speech, the 
Prime Minister also defended 
the proposals to charge students 
f 1,000-a-year to study at uni- 
versity, saying it would release 
much-needed resources for 
higher education and lift the cap 

on student numbers. 
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FIRST FOR NEW TECHNOLOGY 



THE Government was facing a 
freshwdfarc rebellion tastjuigbt 
FSe&er it atHfotooed that Jtf was . inherited from thcCooseivative 
carryingaut a thn^fcy die past . government , 
tffoy imposes !•; The campaigners will call on 

Harriet Hanxuhv the Secretary 
For deaf ex-solcfeis. of State for Social Security. to 

The veteran welfare cam- suspend the benefits integrity 
paigneryLordAshley, who has project as “fundamentally 


New threat of 
rebellion over 

V f . 

war pensions 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Fbfitkal Garespondent 


Social Security, showing that 
the dqnrtmemyi^ anning to 
cm £2bn off disabiffiy spending 
.in the short term; and cats of 
£L5b'n in disability- benefits 


had an operation to help him 
overcome deafness, led the 
protests at the Government 
decision to endorse a decision 
which Labour had vehemently 
attacked when it was proposed 
by thelbries. 

The cute, which will be im- 
posed on future claimants for 
bearing loss disability following 
a review, wffl reinforce a protest 
by disability rights campaigners 
at a wide range of welfare issues. 

Lord Ashley will be one of 
the key speakers at amass lob- 
by of Parliament next Thesday 
in advance of the Budget to stop 
means-testing or taxing of dis- 
ability benefits. 

The Government’s state- 
ment that they will.not harm 
people who are disabled and in 
need is not enough to reassure 
disabled people when it is set 
against a background of recent 
benefit cuts which many are 
experiencing," said a 
spokesman for the disability 
benefits consortium. 

Threats to benefits the cam- 
paigners hi gh li ghte d fnrfrwte - rtia 
benefits integrity project muter 
which nearly one in five disabled 
people who have been assessed 
have lost or had cuts to their dis- 
ability living allowance; a leaked 
memo from the Department of 


flawed”, and to set np a dis- 
ability benefits' taskforce' 
involving disability organisa- 
tions to ensure proper consul- 
tation on reform of benefits. 

The decision to cut future 
payments of war pension was 
slipped out in a written answer 
in the House of Lords by 
Baroness Hollis, the social 
security minister, who said that 
the medical review headed by 
Sir Kenneth Haln-mn the Gov- 
ernment’s chief medical officer, 
concluded there was “no pro- 
gression" of deafness .after the 
sufferer was removed form the 
source of the noise - such as 
shellfire — which may have 
caused an injury to the ser- 
vicemen's hearing.. . 

Special measures will be in- 
troduced to protect the pay- 
ments of the 10,000 war 
pensioners who received the 
additional benefits, and it will 
be reviewed in a year. 

But the Conservative peer 
Lord Mackay of Ardbrechnish 
accused the Prime Minister of 
having to play prints with the 
disabled. 

He said: They Blair said that 
the changes we introduced were 
both shabby and mean-minded. 
Nqw he has been forced to eat 
his own words." 


Tate asks 

Lords to 
. * 

return its 
paintings 


By David Lister 
Arts News Ecftor 


The late Gallery has demand- 
ed that the House of Lords re- 
turn six painting, loaned by the 
gallery. The best known py^e 
six is Lanier’s Dialogue At Wt- 
teribo which h g n g p in the Peers' 
Guest Roam and which was lent 
as long ago as 1985. 

Sandy Nairne, assistant di- 
ieclorattheTkle,saklthegalleiy 
needed its paintings back for the 
opening at the end of next year 
of The fate Gallery of British Art 
. The present MUlbank site wfll 
be devoted to the history of 
British Art when the modern art 
collection moves to the new 
fate Gallery of Modern Art at 
jEfanteide, south-east London Mr 
Naime also said that it was now 
fate policy to lend p aintings not 
on display to regional galleries 
and museums rather than to 
the House of Lords. 

However, he added 
fate had originally asked for die 
paintings bade -this year, but 
bad agreed to a request from the 
Lords to extend the loan for a 
further year. Despite the exten- 
sion. the return of the painting? 
led to an anxious debate in the 
House of Lords on Thursday. 
Baroness Rawlings urged that 
the Tate director Nicholas Scro- 
ta be asked “to reconsider the 
matt er and think of some other 
paintings to lend to this House". 

The chairman rvf mmmitle es, 

Lord Boston of Faversham, 
said: “I have no doubt that a wry 
win be foiihd fo pass car her wish- 
es, which were echoed around 
this Chamber ... Mr Nicholas 
Serota and others ... have been 
tremendously helpful." 


‘Luckiest* MPs whose seats 4 
scoop the lottery millions 


By CoHn Brown 


THE former Ibiy minister, Pe- 
ter Brooke, has been officially 
declared the “toddest" MP in 


in the heart of London has won 
first place in the race for l™fe 
from the National Lottery. 

. London seats scooped the 
pool of the lottery funds, and a 
House of Commons library re- 
port showsthefawy seatof the 
Cities of London and West- 
minster took first place in the 
rankings, \rith£346im The £7&n 
awarded to the Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, in Mr 
Brooke’s seat boosted its fmufa, 
as did £50m for the new fate 
Gallery braiding at Bankade. 
Other London seats did well 


because of the predominance of 
arts and heritage funding pro- 
jects in the capital. Holbom and 
St Pancras, the seat of Prank 
Dobson; foe Secretary of State 
for Health, came second with 
£133m hr grants partly because 
it includes the British Museum 
(£lSm) and the Countryside 

Commission (£ 10 m). 

The big awards for arts, mil- 

airn m •anA . * 


“The MPs are very keen to see 
how they are doing. .It’s the 
equivalent of a best-seller," an 
official said. 

The free guide lists the oth- 
er top 10 as: 3. Birmingham La- 
dywood (Gare Short, overseas 


seats in the centre of London 


smaller groups, according to 
oner~ — w — *•-- 


may be m danger of being over- 
looked because of the large 
sums going into this con- 
stituency," die source said. 

The survey of all 659 seats is 
being eagerly studied by MPs. 


J A.117TLU,T 

Manchester Gaitral (Tbny IJqyd, 
foreign minister) £103m; 5 liv- 
e *P°ol Riverside (Louise Oman, 
Labour) £ 6601 ; 6 Belfast South 
(Martin Smyth UUP) £59ml 
7—. Sheffield Central (Dick 
Cabom, minister for the re- 
gions) £5 8 m and Kensington 
and Chelsea (Alan Clark, ’DU') 
^ 8 m; 9. Islington South and 
rlnsbmy (Chris Smith, Secretary 
of State for Culture) £56m; 10. 
Portsmouth South (Mike Han- 
“ck. Liberal Democrat) £ 55 m- 
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By Patrick Cockbum 

A SENIOR American ambas- 
sador m the Middle East is re- 
poned to have told American 
cjteens that Iraq's biological 
2*d ^emical warheads were 
waty ineffective” just at the mo- 
when the US and Britain 
were saying they posed a real 
threat which would justify 
airstrikes on Iraq. 

The Independent has ob- 
tained a memo from an Amer- 
ican businessman who attended 

a briefing at the US embassy in 
Kuwait on February 3 at which 
Jhn Larocco, the ambassador, 
downplayed the threat from 
Iraq, although Kuwait City is the 
only foreign capital dose to the 
Iraqi border. 

“Gas masks are not re- 
quired,” the memo reports Mr 
Larocco to have said. “No one 
at the American embassy has 

‘No one at the US 
Embassy has gas 
masks and the 
embassy does not 
recommend any* 


that anybody wanting a gas 
mask get training for iL But he 
flatly denies saying that Iraqi 
warheads were ineffective. He 
says; “I never said anything 
like that at aH. I’m not an ex- 
pert." 

N evertheless, the memo, 
drawn up by ah experienced 
American businessman, who 
does not want to be identified, 
was written immediately after 
the briefing. If Mr Larocco 
and the US State Department 
believed that Iraqi warheads 
were effective he is unlikely to 
have said flat American citizens 


But British experts on Iraq’s 


gas masks and the American 
embassy does not recommend 
any. They are not even inter- 
ested in finding out a source for 
gasmasks. 

“The main reasons for this 
decision are the new intercep- 
tor missiles in place in Kuwait 
and the fact [that] the biologi- 
cal and chemical warheads are 
very ineffective.” 

This private advice on the 
real extent of the danger posed 
by Iraqi biological and chemi- 
cal weapons is in sharp contrast 
with the picture presented by 
President Clinton and .Ibny 
Blair. Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, writing in the Inde- 
pendent, said the threat posed 
ly the weapons was “ter ri fyingly 
real." 

Mr Larocco confirms flat he 
gave several briefings to Amer- 
ican citizens in Kuwait in Feb- 
ruary and told them that Iraqi 
chemical and biological attack 
was “an extremely remote pos- 
sibility." 

He said he recommended 


that Mr Lanocco's comments at 
the briefing are a better analy- 
sis of the extent of the Iraqi 
threat than die far more men- 
acing picture given by President 
Clinton and Ibny Blair.- 
Mr Blair, dting figures from 
Porton Down, the government 
scientific establishment which 
tests biological and. chemical 
weapons, said that a teaspoon 
of bo tulmmn toxin could cause 
seven million deaths and the 

Same amount Of anthrarr 1 QQ 
milli on. 

. Dr Julian Peny-Robinson, a 
senior fellow at the Science Pol- 
icy Research Unit and an expert 
. on Iraqi biological and chemi- 
cal weapons whose existence he 
helped establish in 1989, says of 
Mr Blair’s figures: *Tt is a non- 
sense comparison. It is like say- 
ing 50,000 toss of bullets are 
enough to kill the entire world. 
Most larger armies have that 
number, bat it does not mean 
the earth'spqpolation Is going 
to die.” 

He says the effectiveness of 
biological and chemical wea- 
pons depends on the ability to 
deliver them and this is veiy un- 
certain in Iraq’s case. JFbr in- 
stance, in the case of anthrax if 
it is fired in an explosive shell 
then only a tenth of a percent 
of foe spores will survive the ex- 
plosion. The. US spent twenty 
years perfecting a programme 
to deliver such organisms. 

At the core of the search of 
the UN weapons inspectors is 
the bum for inform a ti on to bow 
far Iraqi scientists bad got in 
perfecting an effective method 
of delivery through an ‘aerosol’ 
device. Dr Feny-Robinson says 
that Mr Larocco’s reported re- 
marks about warheads suggest 


Innocent victims 
made to suffer for 
the sins of Saddam 


By Robert Rsk 

m Baghdad 


THE DISNEY PARK is emp- 
ty and the government has 
banned the export of school 
textbooks - because not a sin- 
gle Iraqi schoolbook has been 
printed since 1990. Nor has a 
jingle school been built any- 
where in Iraq since Saddam 
Hussein invaded Kuwait. Lack 
5 f funds, is the reason it seems 
’though not enough to stop Sad- 
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nore palaces). 

:t is a mystery to 

New computers 

odor UN-sanc- 
havcadualmil- 
So, it appears, 
because there 
Mon sheets for 
-and paper, too. 

have run out; in 

cwng mother ad- 
. l.u AHAhi 


supposing the children have 
pencils, which are subject to. UN 
restrictions because they contain 
graphite, which could be used 
for military purposes. 

The idea of Saddam’s legions 
stripping the wood off school 
pencils to get at the graphite 
would be funny if the effect of 
UN sanctions was not so im- 
moral In the Basra General 
Hospital, children are suffering 
from typhoid, almost certainly 
from drinking water contami- 
nated by sewage. 

And who is to blame? Well, 

once we have gone through the 
Saddam routine -it is be, we are 

told, who is really being pun- 
ished for his wickedness - we 
find that Iraqi water treatment 
plants axe not being repaired. 
And why not? Because each m- 
dividual item of machinery has 

to be manufactured qjecifical- 

ly for the plants. 

Technology that was up-to- 

date in 1990 is now obsolete, ft 
is becoming ever more difficult 


wneil, so that 
cir work awl 
ihcir exercise 
gain. Always 


to obtain spare parts. Iraq l 

to bufld its water plants with ma- 
chinery from Spain, Italy and 
France. And UN sancUons 
committee approval is needed 

for each spare part. So the tap 

W31 Mk a doctor attbe 
Basra General HoffM wg 
there are no dnldnm 1 ;^^ 

ney Park, he replies: use 

they are ail sent out to work tjr 
funnies." On every street, 
Sen sell dgarettfi^ 

matches; or 
daw through 

o^aC^caDrf&ddam Hus- 
sein. 


that the US does not really be- 
lieve Iraq can deliver its bio- 
logical and chemical weapons. 
Otherwise it would have made 
more systematic efforts to pro- 
tect its civilians m Kuwait - 
Ironically, ten years ago at 
the end of Iraq's war with Iran. 


against the Kurds, Washington 
was djeoying that Baghdad was 
manufacturing biological wea- 
pons. 

When one plant at S alman 
PaJc, south-east of Baghdad, 
was identified by ABC News, 
which had received information 
from Iraqi defectors, from a 
satellite photograph it had com- 
missioned, the US State De- 
partment refused to credit h. 



Innocent victim: All HrilaJ is running out of time. After Allied bombing i 
1991 hb mother smelt Insecticide'. He is not expected to live 


1 his parents 1 home in the south of Iraq in the last days of January 

Photograph: Robert Fisk 
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GOOD HOMES MAGAZINE 


Completely crazy mortgage deals 

from those sensible people at Alliance & Leicester 


Phone us free on 

0800 412 214 

for more details or visit 
your nearest branch. 


Up to £700 is just the beginning. Drop by for a quote and you could find yourself in our free 
prize draw. You may win one of: 

• 2 Home Makeovers each worth £15,000 

• Interest paid on 5 Mortgages for a year* 

• 500 free annual subscriptions to BBC Good Homes Magazine 

• Hurry! The first 10,000 quotes will receive a FREE copy of the premiere issue 


Don't believe us? just ask. 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


iw jii Inwtt only manage of CfiOJMO at oar baric nariibto ate, currently B. 70 % tP.IW AP «1 m *i 27 Ftbrutey 1998 . Th* nuximum value il £M 20 and It is not Hibjea to rale change. To qualify you must be mi editing mortgage cusoms ol Alliance b 
[fleeter pie or n**<e a mortgage offer fay ai« August 199 *. Mortgagee 'am only available to new customer* or wilting borrower* moving home. Ybur home b security tor the loan and mutt be adequately Insured, loans at subject to status and valuation and are 
only available to people aged 18 w over. Wton quotatiO** avai l able on request Qchbacta are payable on completion of your mortgage. Where appScable. the valuation refund H Brnhed to the value of our Option 1 Valuation h payable on completion of your 
wwCamge-Tb qottftfy far a vaioatton refund. Affiance & Utorng must choose and Instruct the valuer (procedures <Wer In Scotland). The valuation refund otter amet be wed In conjunction vdihany other valuation retuei rffore r lBtpmm which 

contains *P etement at ashbaek wffl not be eBgfeie for the adManal £2S0 cashback. Fun details about our range of mortgages, any promotional offers, ihe fees and charges mentioned above and any concttJons/restricttenj whkh apply are avaBable » your iKalbranctL 
For security wid training purposes »fl i*M»ne cak bm*v«en you »nd ABaoc* fit Ukesttr or Its sobsbJl« 1 es may be recorriad/morWiored. Antance t* Lelcesiw pte. Omomer Servlem Centre, Narborough, Leicester, 12 $ 5 XX. A«*ke & L^«ta- Marketing Croup emwitinq 
of Alliance a Leicester pkwdAlBaneea tefeesterllftAssumsiceCornpaiy Umlred.whldi are regutan^ly the Personal lnvesbn«rt Authority, and AltUncefiilekesterUnfcTrutt Managers Limited, which are regulated by 1 MRO, only sds Its own IKe usuranK. nenslom 
Unit TnBt 1 *®* products. AUim* ft Lefcester pic. HegWered Office: 49 Wil Lane. London W 1 V 4 EQ. Company Nos 3263713 . Registered in England. Authorised ai a Bank punuarit id the banking Aa 1987 . Member of the British fianhen /bsodatton. Febniuy 1998 . 

your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on it. 
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Serbs cut off killing fields of Kosovo f^e 


By Andrew Gum bd 

in Pristina 

Serbian authorities imposed a 

security cordon yesterday where 
their special police forces have 
been attacking Albanian villages 

in Kosovo, blocking roods and 
intimidating or roughing up 
journalists and Western officials, 
who tried to get through. 

Albanian sources said fight- 
ing was continuing in at least 
one of the villages in the Dreni- 
ca region. Prckaz, where hous- 
es were set on fire by Serb 
mortars, and that others were 
still under siege. The official 
death-toll From Thursday's 
fighting was 22, including two 
policemen, although Serbian 
police forces put the number at 
30. Albanian leaders said as 
many as 50 had been killed. 

One of the dead was named 
as Adem Jashari, said by the 
Serbs to be a commander of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army, which 
has claimed responsibility for at- 
tacks on policemen and ‘‘col- 
laborators'*. The Jashari family 
is well known for its opposition 
to Serb rule in Kosova though 
Albanian officials said there was 
no evidence he had been in- 
volved in armed combat. Details 


Balkan powderkeg 

Kosovo has a population ot about 
2 million. 90 per cent of whom 
are Albanian. The region was the 
hpart of the medieval Serbian 
state. The batUe of Kosovo of 
1 389, where the Ottomans 
defeated the Serbs, marked the 
and of Serbia’s Independence and 
the start of four centuries of 
Turkish rule. Kosovo was 
recaptured by Serbia in 1912, but 
by then, Serbs were only a small 
minority of the population. 

Granted autonomy by THo’s 
communists ini 945. the present 
Serbian leaer Slobodan Milosevic 
rose to power In 1987 chi 
promises to re-Serbianlse the 
region and quash independence 
movements among the Albanians 

were sketchy and claims by 
both sides almost impossible to 
verify. The Serbs claimed to 
have discovered underground 
arms caches and secret military 
hospitals, while the Albanians 
claimed to have captured two 
armoured troop carriers. 

Journalists trying to reach 
the Drenica area were turned 
back at police checkpoints and 
some of them threatened. The 
Red Cross reached the town of 
Mitrovica, north of the combat 



zone, and saw several of the 
wounded in a hospital but said 
they were too traumatised to 
talk. Another Red Cross group 
was stopped near the Drenica 
village of Glogorac and two of 
its members detained at the lo- 
cal police station. 

Witnesses who passed in- 
formation out of the Drenica 
area said women and children 
were trying to flee by road, while 
menfolk beaded into the woods. 
They spoke of killin gs by police. 


“Plant these B&Q 
bulbs now for a 
beautiful Summer 
display.” .^^4 


ANN NEEDHAM 
Sales Assistant 
B&G FARE HAM 


Summer Flowering 
Bulb Cauldron KH 
Includes 5 Zephyranthus. 

5 brias mixed, 5 Uatris 
Spicata, 5 Qxalls MM 

Deppei bulbs Mm 

and compost. F Aw 


Begonia Cascade 
Hanging Basket 

Includes Mins hanging 
basket with water 
reservoir, 5 cascade _ 

begonias mixed, 1 

basket liner I 

and compost. B 


£6 


99 


' Basl 

.99 Eg 


Basket & Balcony 
Begonias 

Available In 
various colours. 
Pack of 3 bulbs. 


Summer Flowering 
Bulb Patio Pot Kit a 

Includes 3 Orange m 
Pixte Lilies. 22 
Anemones de Caen> 
25 Spa rax Is mixed 
bulbs, compost 
and drip tray. 




.49 

per pack 




,99 



Summer Flowering 
Bulbs for Kids 
Kit contains 
15 assorted 
bulbs and 
compost 
in a pot. 


Also available: 
Mangling Begonia 


£ 1 - 

£2 


99 


Seed 

Potatoes 




per pack 



Summer Flowering Bulbs 
Value Pack: 

Gladioli Mixed Mg 

Size 12-1 4cm. m 

Pack of 30. mm A 

Multipacks: 

Exotic Patio MM 

Collection m ■ 

5 mixed bulbs. MamM 

Summevglow 
Culflower #4 

Collection # i 

30 mixed bulbs. Bm4| 

Megapack: ^ , 

unes m A 

20 bulbs. Mm 


£ 2 99 

mm Mm per pack 

£3” 

£3” 
£4* 


.99 

per pack 


per pack 


per pack 



Dahlia UHto Tiger 
12 other varieties in 
store. Pock of 1 bulb. 




.49 

per pack 


Assorted 
Seed Racks 
Flower or 
vegetable 
seeds. 




Canna Red 
King Humbert 
Border & Patio 
Bulb 

Pack of 1 butt). 


per pack 




.99 


Seed Starter KHs 
10 varieties available 
In store. Including 
Gardeners ' __ jS' 

Delight 'C 

Tomato 

(shown). Mjgg 

99 ?% 

EARNTESCOCUIBCARD 
POINTS AT B&Q 

A* mental data*. 
Dau not apply in 


Begonia Bulb Packs 
‘Daffodil Salmon’ 
Begonias. 1 butt) 
pack. New and 
unusual variety 
with daffodil 
shaped Rowers. 




.49 


per pock 


B&Q 


OPENING HOURS 

J Mas Mam fngfc*M« 

/ Wot— n xi r - . tp m 

ScoOand fetrrtom 
* Moeiwn Wlona Ipm^Cjrtata 

■MWWOSSSSr Otto«nKrrvary of»»rfftWar>hou«MaiKl»*aD*p©l*.PWC»oslein 
M AMP HOW >no*s QWi Aora tot details ot our Price Promtae. Sam shown as ap prorfmetft. 

f M ,wi.i mi|Bni»iw.9U Offers Kibjsct ho avaUabMv. pkau 'phone to check betara travafirtft. 


YOU CAN DO fT WHEN YOU B&Q fTf 


based not on the desire to flush 
out terrorists but rather a crude 
.desire for bloodshed. 

After Thursday’s apparent- 
ly fruitless meeting in Belgrade 
between Rohm Cook, Foreign 
Secretary, and Slobodan Milo- 
sevic, the Yugoslav President, 
Western diplomats continued 
efforts to calm the situation in 
Kosovo and persuade the two 
sides to initiate dialogue about 
greater autonomy for the Al- 
banian majority in the province. 

Ambassadors from five of 
the six Contact Croup countries 
(Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, the US and Russia) trav- 
elled to the Kosovo capital, 
Pristina, for talks with the self- 
styled Kosovo president, 
Ibrahim Rugova, and Serbian 
officials. The Russian ambas- 
sador sent a deputy in his place. 

The Italian religious com- 
munity that successfully bro- 
kered an education accord 
between Serbs and Albanians 18 
months ago also sent out a me- 
diator, Mgr Vincenzo Pagjia, to 
talk to the two sides and per- 
suade them to work out the de- 
tails of the accord together so 
that it could be implemented. 

The Serbs appeared to have 
softened their line yesterday, 
saying they were w illing to talk 
about autonomy issues that 
stopped short of outright inde- 
pendence for the Albanians. 
Kosovo Al banian intellectuals 
suspected this was part of a 
strategy to poll a diplomatic 
trick, alienating the Albanians 
through massive use of force, of- 
fering to sit down at a negoti- 
ating table confident the 
Albanians win refuse, and then 
being able to turn round and 
daim they are the intransigent 
ones, not the Serbs. 




An Albanian refugee from Prekaz With her baby in a field near the embattled village. Houses in the area were set on 
fire by Serb mortarii and estimates of the deotlvtoft from the dashes ranged from 22 to 50 Photograph: Reuters 


Hindu party set to lead India 

Leaders of India’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party said 
they would soon form a coalition to lead tlpe-nation. BJP lead- 
ers have been sounding confident since the bulk of v6te count- 
ing in the pariiainentaiy election eiided. No party wan the 273-seat 
majority needed to control the lower house of parliament, but 
tiie BJP was the single largest party. — AP, New Delhi 

Mexican’s threat to Clinton 

Hector Aguiniga Cortes, from Tfccate, Mexico, has been arrest- 
ed on char ges of mailing letters in which he threatened to kfll 
President Bill Clinton and former president George Bush unless 
people seat him money. He could face a maximum jail sentence 
of at least 25 years if convicted — AP,SanDiegD 

Brandenburg Gate reopens 

Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate, incorporated into the Berlin Will dur- 
ing the three decades it divided the city, has been reopened fol- 
lowing the fall of the Wall, but only to taxi and bus traffic. 

—AP.Bcrfn 


War with Colombian rebels 
claims more than 100 lives 


r?- -'"c 

TRES ESQIJINAS (Renters) 
— Colombia’s anhed forces 
have admitted that more than 

have died m heavy fighting ear- 
lier tins week; 

Rrbel forces from the Rev- 
olutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (Fare) daim they 
'decimated a back counterin- 
surgency unit in battles in the 
area over the past four days. 

General Fernando Thpias, 
die army’s secrmd-iiHXjnirnand, 
said that “more than 100 men", 
including soldiers and rebels, 
may have died in the fighting. 
A senior army source said that 
80 soldiers of the Third Mobile 


Brigade had been killed while 
30 had been injured and another 
43 taken prisoner. 

President Ernesto Samper 
was due to fly to the lies Es- 
quinas base, about a. half-hour’s! 
fli gh t from the battle-zone, to 
review operations on Friday. 
Mare than 1, 000 troops are said 
to be combing the dense jungle 
for a 400-strong Fare force. 

In a radio conversation with 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross on Wednesday 
night, Joaquin Gomez, the So- 
viet-educated commander of 
the Ewe's Site Southern Bloc di- 
vison said 70 soldiers had been 
kflled. Security ibices have so &r 


rejected rebel calls to send in 
Red Cross officials while fight- 
ing continues. If the army toll is 
as high as reported, it would be 
its worst defeat in more than 
three decades of guerrilla war. 
Observers believe the rebels 
may be battling for positions in 
advance of posable peace talks 
with the next government, due 
to take office in August 
The previous worst rebel 
attack was in April 1996 when 
the ambushed an army pa- 

trol along an oil pipeline in 
south-west Narino province, 
killing 31 troops. More than 
35:000 civilians have died in the 
civil unrest in the past decade.' 


Instant chums who really take the cake 

T he litany of those people 
guaranteed seats on the 
Paris Metro, "soldiers 


T he litany of those people 
guaranteed seats on the 
Paris Metro, “soldiers 
mutilated in the war, pregnant 
women, etc”, does not extend 
to middle-aged men carrying 
cakes. Not officially, anyway. 
Mine was no ordinary cake. It 
was a cake the size of a soccer 
goalmouth, with a matching tex- 
ture and appearance, which my 
wife and I had baked for our 
daughter’s fourth-birthday 
snack at school. Having taken 
the sensible decision to hare no 
car in Paris, I was left with the 
problem of delivering two chil- 
dren and the monster cake to 
school through the morning 
rush-hour. 

In London, such a journey 
by Tlibe. with such a cargo, 
would be unthinkable. In Paris, 
where the underground trains 
come every two minutes and 
are rarefy jammed, I reckoned 
it would be tolerable. 

In fact, it was delightful. I 
have never had such a pleas- 
ant Metro journey: people 
smiled (a rare event in Paris); 
they held open doors for me; 
they offered seats; they asked 
questions about the gfiteau. 

It was an Am e ri c an-made, 
Betty Crocker instant-mix 
cake, vrith special instructions 
for cooking at highaltitudes. It 
had fancy whirls which I had 
got aD wrong. Maybe, since we 
live on the fifth floor, we 
should have used the high- 
altitude instructions. I revealed 
none of this to my fellow pas- 
sengers; I just said it was home- 
made. In other countries, it is 
pets (Britain) or children 
(America, Italy) which render 
strangers hdpkssfy friendly: in 
France, it turns out, the secret 
is to cany a large, misshapen, 
home-made cake. 


PARIS 



John Lichfield 


T he battle for the soul of 
the European centre- 
left, real or presumed, 
between “Blairism" and “Jos- 
pimsm" absorbs French politi- 
cians and newspapers much 
more than our own. Lionel 
Jospin, the Prime Minister, is 
constantly being teased by toe 
French centre-right for not 
being Tony Blair. 


The French intellectual 
Left, having originally wel- 
comed Le Blamsme, was pleas- 
antly outraged to find Britain 
echoing and reinforcing the 
belligerent American line dur- 
ing the recent Iraqi criss. 

In troth, there are many 
■gj g Ttg that Mr Jospin is man- 
aging the. economy quite well 
and may be more than just a 
Socialist dinosaur who looks 
vaguely like a geography 
teacher. 

' The French centre- right re- 
fuses to accept this. One right- 
wing politician and former 
budget minister, Francois 
(TAubert, described Mr Jospin 
the week as “inblabisable a 
wonderful linguistic invention, 
which means, roughly sp eaking, 
“someone who could never be 
a Blair”. 

Or. perhaps, just someone 
who is “unblanaWe". 


I t would be difficult to make 
the case that Paris is a 
hardship post. Consider 
this, however. For two months, 
Fve bad a chronic dry cough 
and sore throat. Our infan t 
daughter has had a series of 
minor respiratory problems, 
and one extremely serious 
one, since she was bom four 
months ago. 

When I left Paris last week 
to go into the country for three 
days, my cough and sore throat 
disappeared. When I returned 
to Paris it instantly returned. 

Travelling on the Metro, 
with or without home-made 
patisserie, there isgenerally a 
low grumble from the throats 
of the passengers: the “Paris 
cough” a friend calls h. Air pol- 
lution is a serious problem in 
all large, French conurbations 
- an absurd state of affair s in. 
such a large, empty countiy. A . 


• f*- ■ 

5 r 



Surmy side up: The “delightful” , cake-friendly Paris Metro Photograph: David Hygh« 


study published earlier this 
year reported that 42 per cent 
of all emergency doctor's calls 
to sick children in the Paris area 
were for respiratory com- 
plaints. The number of children 
under j.4 admitted to hospital 
increases by half during peri- 
ods of heavy atmospheric poF 
lution. There are topographical 
reasons -the ring of hills sur- 
rounding Paris - why the dirty 
air tends to settle over the 
French capital. 

Both the present, and last, 
governments have taken steps 
to control emissions from cars 
at periods of high pollution; pri- 
vate cars are restricted to those 
with odd or even numbers, a 
tougher measure than any of- 
ficially contemplated in Britain. 

New legislation is planned 
to encourage “green” cars, es- 
pecially electric vehicles and 
those with super-efficient filters 
on their motors. Everyoac- 
knows, however, that a princi- 
pal reason why French urban 
dir is so poor e that France has 
a large proportion of diesel 
cars: a legacy of earlier gov- 
ernment policy, based on the 
wrongful belief that they are 
cfeaner than petrol-driven cars. 

Diesel fuel is still taxed less 
heavily than petrol. The envi- 
ronment minister, and Green 
party leader, Dominique 
Voynet, has been campai g nin g 
to penalise, not encourage 
diesels. 

But the lobby of French car 
manufacturers, which is still 
heavily committed to diesel 
models,, remains too strong 
for her. She lost the battle in 
cabinet last year. When she 
raised the issue again recent- 
ly she was apparently met by 

polite but embarrassed 

coughs all around. 
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Aids drug I Cadres fall victim to bureaucratic revolution 


price cut for 
Third World 


* London 
in Johannesb urg 

the M6S ^ ^ * 
» be cut by up to three quarters to 

. P. P^ent mother-child trans- 
u ? slon of toe disease in the devel- 
<pmg world. Glaxo Wellcome, the 
suitmational drug company, an- 
Dunced the price cut after a trial in 
Thailand run by the US Centre for 
hsease Control showed that a short 
ourse of the oral drug in the last 


ainng labour reduced the trans- 
wssion rate by 51 per cent. 

A spokesman for the company 
aid the exact price would vary from 
ountiy to country according to the 
Ingtfa of treatment regimen agreed 
ad the support networks available 
t> ensure effective use of the drug, 
'hose brand name is Retrovir. He 
aid the company would still make 
sprofit at the reduced prioe but part 
f this would be ploughed back into 
“programme support”, including 
•stributioo and patient education. 

Nine out of 10 people living with 
HV and Aids are in developing 
ou nines and women are often un- 
ware that they are infected. Most 

0 not attend ante-natal clinics un- 

1 late in pregnancy and may only dB- 
over they are infected at that stage. 

The announcement was warmly 
eceived in South Africa. “It is ab- 
solutely amazing,” said Glenda Gray,' 
•rector of perinatal HIV research 
1 the Baragwanath Hospital in 
oweto yesterday. “For the fust 
me in years we are seeing lights at 
ic end of the tunnel. Glaxo ’s deci- 
ion has put AZT within the reach 
f South African women.” 

: It is two weeks since Dr Gray an- 
nounced that research at Barag- 
ranath supported the results of die 
!hai study. But the Baragwanath 
cam's joy was marred by the frank 
idmission that Lhe drug, widely 
(variable in the developed world, 
vould be too expensive for of in- 
erted women in South Africa. 

South Africa has one of the 
ustest-growing HIV infection rates 
on a continent bligjWwby the virus. 
Roughly 30 per cent of chfidreaua- 


der five referred to Barag waneifa , j ust 
outside Johannesburg, test positive. 
In KwaZulu-Natal, 25 per cent of all 
new bom babies have the virus. 
KwaZulu is the hardest-struck 
province but the rest of the country 
■ is only a ftwyeara behind. Social fac- 
tors^ smoothed the viruses passage. 

Migrant-labour practices keep 
men from their firniflfcs for months 
on end and on a continent where 
women have few if any 
prostitution is rife and condom use 
practically non-existent. KwaZulu's 
predicament is partly Mame d on 
truck routes that pass down the 
province, bringing the virus from 
neighbouring countries further 
north. At truck stops along the way, 
.prostitutes cost less than breakfast. 

The virus has crept up on South 
Africa's first democratic govern- 
ment; and administration which had 
so many other post-apartheid prob- 
lems to tackle. That health minster 
Nkosazana Zuma is desperate for a 
cut-price solution to die Aids epi- 
demic is evident from the govern- 
ment’s continued support for the 
home-grown drag Virodene. 

Though theVirodene researchers 
broke all the rules in admmtoermg . 
the drug to Aids patients before.it 
had been scientifically tested Dr 
7frim« co ntinue s to champion their 
cause. Her enthusiasm has not been 
dampened by the banning of the'dmg 
which contains industrial solvent 

The government’s desperation 
is matched by patients Yesterday 
there were newspaper reports that 
Virodene, despite the ban, is still in 
circulation and there is no shortage 
of Aids sufferers willing to use it 

Some sound a cautious note. Dr 
James McIntyre, co-director of the 
research team, is worried by the 
vagueness of GJaxo’s proposal. A 
Health Department spokesman was 
rather guarded. Two years ago Dr 
Zttma met Glaxo executives to dis- 
cuss purchasing AZT at a reduced 
price. The health spokesman said the 
questions the health minister posed 
then remain unanswered: Just bow 
cheaply does lhe company intend to 
sell AZT and for bow long wQl it ■ 
keep the price at that level? 



China is to slash its bloated civil service 
in the biggest government reshuffle since 
1949, writes Teresa Poole in Peking 


Security checks: Two po&cemen patrolling Tiananmen Square m Peking early yesterday before the start of 
the second session of the Chinese National People's Congress which is being held nearby Photograph: AP 


ALMOST 50 years ago, a vic- 
torious Communist Party took 
control of China and resolved 
to eliminate the landlord class. 
Yesterday, parly leaders pro- 
claimed a new “revolution'', this 
one aimed at the millions of 
idle, tea-swilling, newspaper- 
reading dvD servants whose 
dedication to red-tape is 
matched only by their ingenu- 
ity at banqueting on govern- 
ment funds. 

In a move to strike fear in 
the hearts of card-carrying 
cadres, the number of civil ser- 
vants on the books of the cen- 
tral government ministries is to 
be halved by the end of this 

year. That is onfy a start. By the 
end of next year, provincial and 
lower-level local governments 
must come up with re-organi- 
sation plans that will mean 
milli ons more cadres stepping 
out into the real world. 

China’s bloated and 
bureaucratic dvil service, and 
its trunk-loads of regulations, 
are the bane of life for anyone 
dying to get anything done in 
that country. 

Luo Gan. a member of the 
State Council (China's Cabi- 
net), admitted as much yester- 
day when be announced the 
biggest reorganisation of gov- 
ernment since 1949. 

“There is a serious problem 
of too many people doing too 
little work, causing red tape and 
bureaucracy, and at the same 
time helping corruption, 
embezzlement and bad social 
tendencies grow,” he said. 

Central and local govern- 
ment budgets had almost 
become “rice-eating budgets”, 
he told this year’s National Peo- 
ple's Coogress. 

Mr Luo gave no numbers, 
but the Chinese media said the 
number of dvil servants would 
be cut from 8 million to 4 mil- 
lion. The size of government 
was “too heavy and too com- 
plicated”, said Mr Luo. 

The first stage of reorgani- 
sation will sort out the depart- 
ments under the State Council. 
Some 15 ministries and com- 


missions will be disbanded and 
four “super-ministries” estab- 
lished, with the result that the 
total number of ministries falls 
from 40 to 29. The total num- 
ber of civil servants in these 
organisations under the State 
Council, including in their 
provincial branches, will be 

halved. 

“It's a revolution.” said Mr 
Luo. But he warned that “re- 
forms cannot proceed without 
resistance and risks. However, 
there is no way out if wc do not 
reform". 

Businesses and enterprises 
trill be hived off from govern- 
ment departments, and state 
subsidies to non-administra- 
tive units will be phased out 
over three years. 

The biggest risk is whal to do 
with the cadres, or the “trea- 
sures of the state” as Mr Luo 
called them. He said the “re- 


Too many people 
are doing too little 
work, causing red 
tape and helping 
corruption* 


duction of government size and 
fixing of staff” would be com- 
pleted by the end of this year, 
bulk would take three years “to 
channel" cadres into re-training 
schemes and new roles. 

He stressed ’ that the 
unwanted cadres would keep 
their salaries during the three- 
year “channelling” period, and 
after training they would be 
able to play “a full role" in var- 
ious sectors including banking, 
commerce and taxation 
departments. 

However, with unemploy- 
ment already soaring because 
of lay-offs among state enter- 
prise workers, many of the riv- 
D servants must know that the 
gravy train is finally heading 
into the sidings. 
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Russian Jews 
threaten action 
over race attack 


By Phil Reeves 

n Moscow 


IMAGINE outrage had it hap* 
pened, say, in Western Europe: 
the bead of a territory about the 
size of Scotland, with three in- 
ternational airports and a cap- 
ital bigger than Liverpool, is 
addressing local youngsters. 

Far from giving harmless 
career advice, be launches into 
a diatribe in which he makes 61 
brazenly anti-Semitic remarks. 
He talks of “yids” and “cos- 
mopolitans". the Stalinist slur 
against Jews. He accuses Jews 
of inventing homosexuality, of 
stoning the Chechen war, and 
of plotting to destroy Russia, his 
country. “They have penetrat- 
ed the Russian family." he 
raves. “A Jewish girl would se- 
duce a Russian hoy so that the 
children would belong to 
them". Anti-Semitism is de- 
pressingly common in Russia, 
but this was or a different order. 

The speaker. Nikolai Kon- 
dratenko, was no lesser figure 
than governor of Krasnodar, 
one of Russia's lop It) best-per- 
forming regions. Five million 
people live under his rule on a 
sweep of farmland on the north- 
eastern edge of the Black Sea. 
He is closely allied to the Com- 
munists and nationalists who 
dominate the Russian parlia- 
ment under Gennady Zyuganov. 
And he is an out-and-out racist. 

Such was the outrage among 
Russia's Jews when his speech 
was reported on the front page 


of Izi'estia on Wednesday that 
top Jewish organisations are 

now considering taking the gov- 
ernor to court using a clause in 
the new Criminal Code that out- 
laws inciting racial hatred. 

If they go ahead, it win be a 
landmark, a measure of the dis- 
tance Russian Jews have come 

smee the Communist years which 
brought Stalin's purges, religious 
persecution, official discrimina- 
tion. and finally, as the system feD 
apart, mass emigration. 

No leading official has ever 



Gennady Zyuganov: An 
ally of the racist governor 

been sued for anti-Semitic con- 
duct in Boris Yeltsin's Russia. 
“The Communist Party is still 
the umbrella for these kind of 
guys," said Or Michael Chlen- 
ov, head of the Jewish Federa- 
tion of Russia. 

When the article appeared 
he was inundated with angry 
phone calls; he is now awaiting 
a transcript which will be used 


to determine whether to resort 
to the courts. 

For Russia's 1 million Jews, 
the governor’s speech was a 
nasty backward glimpse after a 
decade which has seen their 
fortunes rise. Moscow now has 
seven Jewish schools, and four 
higher education institutions. 
There arc Sunday schools, 
kindergartens and more than 20 
welfare organisations. “Ten years 
ago there was simply nothing, 
apart from semi-legal circles of. 
refuseniks,’' said Dr Chlenov. 

Religious traditions have 
begun to blossom anew. So, too, 
has culture. In January, The Di- 
ary of Anne Frank was per- 
formed in Moscow for the first 
time since the Khrushchev 
thaw. It was part of a festival 
held in memory of the 
renowned Jewish actor and 
theatre director. Solomon 
Mikhoels, wbo was murdered by 
Stalin's secret police. 

Since his election in 1996, Mr 
Kondratenko - backed by Cos- 
sacks and nationalists — has 
adopted a charter dedaring his 
region a “place of residence of 
Russian people". The human 
rights group Memorial has 
warned official racism could 
lead to “catastrophic conse- 
quences". The US-based Cen- 
tre for Human Rights Advocacy 
claims he has a force of 300,000 
Cossack troops which set up 
roadblocks and raid. homes and 
markets in a reign of terror 
aimed at driving oid non-ethnic 
Russians 


Belgians hold 8 Algerians in 
crackdown on terror groups 


By K a ther i ne Butler 

<n Brussels 

ARMED Islamic extremists arc 
using Belgium as their main 
logistical bade up station for ter- 
rorist activities in Algeria, state 
security sources in Brussels 
admitted yesterday. 

Prilkx* carried out forther 
raids on houses in the capital 
and in Verviers in southern 
Belgium following a siege on 
Thursday which ended in the 
arrest of eight Algerians 
believed to be leading members 
of Algeria's Armed Islamic 
Group. The swoop was the cul- 
mination of months of surveil- 


lance and followed intelligence 
from British police and immi- 
gration authorities. 

Belgium's interior minister, 
Johan Vande Lanotte, hailed 
the arrests as a breakthrough in 
efforts to combat Algerian ter- 
rorism. But Belgian security 
service sources, quoted in yes- 
terday's newspapers, said the 
country is being used as an im- 
portant “support network". 

As well as a clearing house 
for weapons, Belgium is thought 
to be a key point for the man- 
ufacture of fake identity papers, 
money laundering and fundrais- 
ing. French officials believe 
these clandestine networks were 


set up m Belgium shortly before 
the Paris bombings of 1995. 
BdgjiOT'sprodmitytonorlhern 
France where a number of sus- 
pected Islamic networks are es- 
tablished is a key factor. 

Thursday's 11-hour siege 
ended m the arrest of Btrid 
Meiauk, described by the 
French authorities as a leading 
terrorist. Meiauk who was sen- 
tenced to eight years m prison 
by a French court in his absence 
last week, surrendered after a 
shoot-out which left him seri- 
ously wounded. A special police 
unit stormed a house in central 
Brussels at dawn on Thursday 
morning. 



Flashback: The discovery of the body of Aldo Moro, the former Italian prime minister killed by the Red Brigades in 1978. He was one of many 
victims of the turmoil gripping Italy at the time and which also included Dario Fo and his wife. Franca Rame (below) Photograph: Rex Features 

Dario Fo looks back in anger on era when 
Italy’s rulers had his wife beaten and raped 


IT TOOK nearly five years for 
Franca Rame - the Italian ac- 
tress and wife of the playwright 
Dario Fo - to start talking 
about the day in 1973 when she 
was snatched by neo-fascists in 
broad daylight and gang-raped 
in the streets of Milan. 

And it has taken 25 years for 
the horrific reasons behind the 
attack, to come to public atten- 
tion An investigating magistrate 
still working bn the terrorist out- 
rages of the period has just re- 
vealed what the Fas suspected 
all along; the gong-rape was car- 
ried out on the orders of senior 
police officers infuriated by the 
couple's constant digs at the es- 
tablishment, on stage and off. 

The full story may not end 
there. New testimony suggests 
the commander of the Cara- 
binieri’s Pastrengo division in 
Milan was taking orders from 
the upper echelons of govern- 
ment, the idea being to deliver 
a blow against a left-wing move- 
ment that was organising 
protests against the ruling Chris- 
tian Democrats almost daily. 

“I remember the day [of 
the rape] very well. The com- 
mander was ecstatic," a captain 
in the Pastrengo division at the 
time, Niocolo Bazzo, said. ‘The 
news that Franca Rame had 
been raped was received as 


The Nobef (aureate is 
demanding that the - 
state apologises for 
conniving at the 
trauma of his partner, 
Franca Rame, writes 
Andrew Gumbel 
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though someone had done the 
division a great favour." 

Similar testimony has come 
from a number of former neo- 
fascist thugs, who say they fre- 
quently joined forces with the 
Pastrenga divisan’s commander, 
Giovanni Battista Palumbo, to 
beat off what they saw as Italy’s 
Communist menace. The neo- 
fascists did the Carabinieri’s 
dirty work and were guaranteed 
a blind eye to their activities. A 
former neo-fascist since caught 
up in drugs rackets, Biagio Pitar- 
res, says he was approached 
about carrying out the rape but 
turned Geo Palumbo down. 

In the early 1970s Milan 
and indeed the whole country 
appeared to be on the brink of 
civil war. Barely a day went by 
without bombs, or street fights 
between left-wingers and neo- 
fascists. A rightist terrorist cam- 
paign was in full flight, and the 
far-left Red Brigades were be- 
ginning their remorselessly vi- 
olent backlash. 

The teft suspected -with jos- 
tificatioo. it turned out - that the 


government, backed by the 
CIA, was prepared to use any 
means to prevent the Commu- 
nist Party from reaching pow- 
er and had given tacit approval 

to terrorist outrages such as the 

bombing of a bank In Milan's Pi- 
azza Fontana in 1969 as an ex- 
cuse to swoop on left-wing 
activists and toss them in jafl. 

Since the police aud army 
had never been property purged 
after the Fascist period, it was 
easy to find commanders in the 
security forces willing to bend 
the rules in the name of Cold 
War ideology. For many law of- 
ficers, beating and torturing 
left-wingers was a pleasure. 

The Fos were actively en- 
gaged in lampooning the polit- 
ical corruption and police 
brutality of the time. Plays by Fb 
\D& Accidental Death of an An- 
archist (about the “suicide" of 
a suspect in the Piazza Fontana 
bombing while in police cus- 
tody) so incensed the estab- 
lishment that theatres daring to 
show them routinely bad their 
licences withdrawn. 


Rame organised a volunteer 
g^oup which sent packages of 
food and clothing to . left- 
wingers in custody and provid- 
ed defence lawyers for suspects. 

So reviled by polite society 
were the Ks that they could not 
find a landlord in Milan wOling 
to rent them, an apartment 
Their phones were tapped and 
their home bogged. Fo was ar- 
rested in Sardinia once and 
held for 19 hours but otherwise 
they stayed out of trouble. 

Until the day in March 1973 
when Franca Rame had a pis- 
tol shoved into the back of her 
neck, was bundled into a mili- 
tary truck, beaten, cut with ra- 
zor blades,- burned with 
cigarette butts and gang-raped. 
Tm not sure how many they, 
were, though they must have 
been at least five, one at the 
wheel, one holding me down 
and the other three on top of 
me," she told La RepubbSca re- 
cently in what she vowed would 
be her last public telling of the- 
aflair. “When they threw me out 
near the park, my clothes were 


ripped and I was bleeding 
everywhere ... They told me: ‘If 
you talk, well kill you'." 

Rame was so traumatmed 
that she did not talk to anyone 
about it for years. In 1975 she 
managed to tell her husband 
about the attack, but only on 
paper, not verbally. Three years 
later she surprised everyone - 
including herself - by describ- 
ing it all in minute detail dur- 
ing a one-woman show in 
Luosl It was so powerful that 
several young women fainted 
and Rame herself was taken DL. 

Once the Gold Whr ended, 
the old Christian Democrat or- 
der collapsed and the major fig- 
ures implicated m the gang-rape 
were dead or poHtically finished 
(Gen Palumbo died in 1984), it 
became easier to discern the 
chain of responsibility. 

Judge Sahrinf s most recent 
discoveries have prompted 
Dario Fo, basking in the pres- 
tige of his recent Nobel Prize for 
Literature,to write to the Pres- 
ident demanding justice; even 
at this late stage. “How is it pos- 
sible that nobody wanted to in- 
vestigate until the statute of 
limitations for these crimes had 
expired?” he wrote. Establish- 
ing the truth was not a matter 
of revenge, he added, but an 
essential tool to allow Italians 
to recognise the barbarities of 
the past and move on. “Other- 
wise the guilty will feel that this 
country's institutions, and you 
first of all, Mr President, are 
there to protect Them', not the 
rest of us who have undergone 
- things that no 'human being 
should have to endure." 


EASTER IN HOLLAND 

SAVE £600 PER PERSON 


T his coming Faq-pr 
immerse yourself in the 
cultural and horticultural 
splendours of the 
Netherlands. Join the first 
class 140 passenger Queen of 
Holland in Amsterdam for a seven 
night journey which will afford us 
the opportunity to enjoy the . 
colourfol spectacle of the 
bulbfields as their blooms carpet 
the countryside txi every 
imaginable hue. 

Wfe will also explore the 
countryside in some depth, visiting 
the De Porcelaine FLes where 
ddftware has been continuously - 
manufactured since the 17ih 
century, the KroDer Muller 
Museum with its famous Vm 
Gogh. Enjoy lunch in the medieval 
castle of Doorwmh, and see some 
of the. Netherlands’ most 
enchanting villagesand towns. . 
'Occasionally our visits will 
coincide with market days such as 
in Hoorn and Goes where the 
market squares are full of 
cut-flowers, cheese and fish. 

MY QUEEN OF HOIIAND 

. All this is achieved from the 
comfort of the MV Queen of Holland, 
width will- be our base for the seven 


A SEVEN NIGHT JOURNEY ALONG THE DUTCH 
Waiekwaxs AND .THROUGH THE BULBFIELDS 
aboard the Queen of Holland . 

11th to 1 8th April' 1 998 



nigftis. thus avoiding tedious road 
journeys and a succession of hotels. 
Launched in 1995; the vessel is one 
of the finest in Europe; All public 
rooms are spacious and beautifully 
furnished. The single String dinning 


room affords panoramic 
views and otcellent cuisine. 
The sun and observation 
deck offers a glassed-in area 
as well as open spaces. The 
well designed cabins all have 
private shower and toilet as well as 
colour television, direct dial 
telephone, large picture windows 
and individually controlled 
air-conditioning. 

Prices Per Person 
in twin bedded cabin ranee from 
£635 (usually £1235) and from 
£795 (usually £1440) for sole 
occupancy of a double cabin. 

sisaar 

Not traded: Irarel insurant, 
hx. grammes. -tupwr 

for FURTHER DETAff g 
• Telephone 0171-409 0376 

laoddiBlDg (fc Wj 
BrochureUne 0171-355 1424 


flOBlf (fllfDQHifl j_ mtD 


sa 3S£Ssss 
— issstes a 


ATOl- 

3108 


BLE 





15/FEATURES 


SATURDAY 


THE [NDErErt» EN / 
(DAY 7 MARCH ^ 


. * 
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One of the most 
famous journalists in 
the world claims he 
has been libelled by 
a humble hack, 

Ann Treneman 
says the great man 
should lighten up 

TO SAY that Harry Evans is 
highly respected among British 
hacks is not true. Nor would it 
be accurate to say that the man 
who edited the Sunday Times in 
the Seventies is seen as merely 
brilliant. He is, quite simply, an 
icon. And the great thing about 
being an icon is that your sta- 
tus is pretty secure. 

Never mind that, in New 
York, the great man has to live 
in the shadow of his magazine 
editor whim of a wife. In Lon- 
don, be can escape from all that 
Mr Tina Brown stuff. When he 
arrives here in newspaper of- 
fices (as icons sometimes do) 
editors have been known to 
bow. “There goes the best ed- 
itor this paper never had,” they 
say as he sweeps out 

The thing about being an 
icon, though, is that you must act 
like one. Harry Evans used to be 
good at this. Notice the use of 
the past tense, for it seems that 
the great defender of liberal 
causes has lost the script He has 
become that saddest of things: 
a journalist who thinks he has 
[been libelled and who thinks 
I that the answer to criticism is to 
jgag. Is this any way for a de- 
! fender of free speech to behave? 

Even worse, the man who 
1 has driven Harry to this is hard- 
! ly a giant on the international 
. stage. He is freelance writer 
1 Toby Young, known in Britain 
, for founding the Modem Review 
■ with Julie Burchlil and, when it 
all went sour, for hating her pub- 
licly. But he barely registered on 
the Manhattan media circuit. 
Until now. 

Last November he wrote a 
relatively small article in the rel- 
atively small circulation Spec- 
tator, entitled “Harry in a Spin". 
1 In it he claimed that Hairy had 
' been pushed out of his New 
York job as head of Random 
House publishing and specu- 
lated as to whether Queen Tina 
might lose her crown as well. 
She might have made a success 
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out of Vanity Fair, but she had 
not repeated her magic on the 
august New Yorker. After five 
years the magazine was still not 
in profit and the rumour mill 
was working overtime. None of 
this makes for pleasant reading 
- and it may be untrue - but, 
as these things go, it's hardly 
even spiteful. 

Weeks went by and things 
continued as they should in the 
court of Harry and Tina. Then, 
in January, a small gossip item 
appeared in a New York paper 
saying that Toby Young was 
writing a satirical play -called 
Liberty Egalite, Publicity - 
set in New York's medialand. 
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Its central characters were not 
wholly unrelated to Harry and 
Tina. 

The next day the Spectator 
received a letter demanding a 
retraction of the November 
article. “Toby Young seems 
to be making a cottage indus- 
try out of denigrating me,” 
wrote Evans. “I have ignored 
this campaign to date, but the 
article you publish is such an 
escalation, so malicious, so 
untrue, that 1 cannot let it 
go." 

Not surprisingly, all of New 
York was suddenly interested in 
reading this terrible article. 
The Spectator and Mr Young 




were the talk of the town. But 
Mr Evans doesn’t stop there. 
When the Spectator refused to 
act, his lawyers wrote directly 
to lb by Young, demanding that 
he apologise, pay legal fees and 
“desist forthwith from further 
defaming, denigrating and ridi- 
culing Mr Evans and his wife”. 
Was Harry trying to stop fixe 
play? 

He says not Bat be does caQ 
Toby Young a “journalistic 
stalker”. “He is obsessed with 
me and my wife. I hope this 
doesn't sound too pompous 
but I care about standards in 
journalism." This is sick-bag 
stuff. What makes it worse is 


that the words “standards in 
journalism” are something that 
Hairy did know a huge amount 
about. He is the man, after all, 
who fought the Thalidomide 
campaign and countless others. 
Now, it seems, he is his own 
campaign. 

I can't imagine that he ex- 
pected Toby Young to apolo- 
gise, and he certainly hasn't. 
“Harry has started to believe his 
own publicity. He acts like a mi- 
nor member of the Royal Fam- 
ily. I am not one of bis New 
York sycophants. I am not 
afraid to criticise him." And, 
perhaps' most wounding of all: 
“Harry and Tina are behaving 


like a couple of Scientologists.” 

TWo things oocur. One is that 
Harry has become truly Amer- 
ican and. lost his sense of hu- 
mour. He definitely used to 
have one. In the (now Infa- 
mous) Spectator article, Ibby 
Young notes that Harry Evans 
has said that he often feels 
like the husband in the New 
Ybrker cartoon whose wife whis- 
pered to him at a cocktail par- 
ty: “Tell him who you were, 
Hemy. Tfell him who you were." 
It's a good joke to tell against 
yourself, but perhaps Harry 
no longer can see the point of 
such things. 

The other thing to note is 


that Harry has simply not done 
his homework. After all, Toby 
Young does his best fighting in 
print Earlier this year, Julie 
Burchiil, in her autobiography, 
accused him of being “bald, bil- 
ious and paying for sex”. 

He responded in kind in a 
review: “Reading this gibberish, 
I am reminded of the lale^pe- 
riod Elvis Presley. Just as Elvis 
was washed up at 40, Julie is 
burnt out at 38. 

“Like Elvis in his rhine- 
stone-encrusted, splitting-at- 
th e-seams, white suit phase, she 
has become a grotesque paro- 
dy of her former self, over- 
weight and out of touch. Elvis 


was found dead of a drug over- 
dose on his bathroom floor at 
the age of 42. 1 wonder if Julie 
will last that long.” 

Give it up, Harry! You sim- 
ply aren’t up to this level of vit- 
rioL And if you won’t take ray 
word for it, listen to yourself 
earlier this week. "Toby Young 
has played this one brilliantly," 
you told a journalist. “He has 
generated a lot of publicity for 
himself and his play.” 

True but not entirely accu- 
rate: for it was Harry Evans - 
and not Tbby Young - who gen- 
erated all that publicity. Its the 
kind of thing an icon should 
know. 


The instant family that fell apart 


Adopting children with 
deep emotional scars can 
lead to serious problems 
in adolescence. Michael 
Delahaye reports 

ANNE AND JOHN EASSON are both 
teachers - and that's significant. Eleven 
years ago, when they adopted an “instant 
family" of three sisters, aged two. three and 
five, their professional experience must have 
counted greatly with the adoption paneL 

Tixlay the Eassons’ large Victorian 
house in Feltham, West London, is “a war 
zone" - John's words - and bears all the 
marks of combat. He points to the heavy 
pixie door leading into the living-room; “One 
of the girls was threatening the youngest and. 
when she took refuge behind the door here, 
she pulled the door off its hinges ... straight 
out of the door-post.” On several occasions 
the police have been called in. 

UpsLaits on the landing. John produces 
a bunch of keys. They- are all for ralemal 
doors - one for the parents’ bedroom and 
one each for the girls’ bedrooms. Each of 
them (Samira, now aged 16, Disa,J4. and 
Shinn, 16) has her own key, to slop them 
stealing front each other and sparking off 
more rows, more broken glass, more 
kickcd-io door panels. 

John and Anne no longer have a social 
life. They say they can’t leave the girls alone 
for fear of the consequences. As for fam- 
ily visits to friends and relatives, Anne says 
it's just too embarrassing: “If you go to oth- 
er houses and there’seash sitting there, you 
have to say. ‘Please move it'. 

The Eassons' problems are clearly not 
normal. But nor are they unique, the com- 
mon key is adoption and what happened 
L the Seventies and Eighties when the 
practice Started of placing older, often emo- 
Ho^jy-bruised children with new parents. 
Undone forthebest of motives: tojpvc 
Lery child, no matter what h\s or h er fas- 
t^T, the chance of a new begmnmg with 


If you’re not past your 
sell-by date, maybe you’re 
entering the Fourth Age 




Anne and John Eason with their daughters shortly after adoption Odt) and the girts as they are today 


a new family. It was - and still is - carried 
out with almost evangelical zeaL 

Bui such children, it is only now emerg- 
ing, often have what are known as “at- 
tachment" problems. Because they fail to 
bond with their birth parents ( often due to 
neglect or abuse), they never create the vi- 
tal internal mode] on which to base future 
relationships. Once they are in care, this 
deficiency may be compounded by the ex- 
perience of teing moved from one resi- 
dential home or foster parent to another. 

The result is a form of survival mecha- 
nism: they trust no-one and tiy to control 
everything and everybody. Lying, stealing 
and hysterical anger are part of the pack- 
age. And, instead of growing out of such 
behaviour, they more often grow into it. 

“The damage and disturbance caused 
by those first few yeareT says David Howe, 
Professor of Social Work at the Universi- 
ty of East Anglia, “can ricochet through- 
out die rest of your life. Even though family 
life is wonderful, positive and warm, you 
don't recover totally,'' Professor Howe, the 
author of Patterns of Adoption, estimates 
that several thousand families in Britain 
could be facing problems similar to the Eas- 
sons\ He compares what is now emerging 


to other social phenomena that were once 
dianissed as isolated aberrations: “It’s 
like dyslexia and domestic violence. Twen- 
ty or 30 years ago, people had their suspi- 
cions but the scale of it was unknown." 

Die failure to recognise a common cause 
can mean that the adoptive parents con- 
tinue to struggle on in ignorance and frus- 
tration. blaming themselves. They feel a 
particular sense of failure because, after afl, 
they were thoroughly vetted before being 
allowed to adopL The cruellest twist is the 
advice frequency given at the time of adop- 
tion that "a loving and stable home will com- 
pensate for the rockiest start in life.” 

Traumatised children can often trau- 
matise an entire family. One mother who 
was finally forced to throw out her adopt- 
ed son described her family's experience 
“as if a hand-grenade had been tossed into 
Our midst. Even now, four years since he 
left, we're still picking out fats of emotional 
shrapneL" Her marriage - as frequently 
happens - buckled under the strain. 

The difficulty that these families face is 
that attachment problems, in their full-blown 
form, often emerge only when the children 
hit adolescence -which can be five or even 
10 years after adoption. By then, the local 


authority which placed the child will, un- 
derstandably, feel that its obligation to pro- 


John recalls that, when they were vet- 
ted as an adoptive couple, he and Anne 
were asked whether they were the sort of 
people who would ask for help if they hit 
problems. But when you do ask, he says, 
“The instant reaction is: ‘well, you must 
have done something to have caused this; 
you’re the cause of the problem.’ And in 
that situation where you're already down 
and depressed and feeling defeated, that's 
the last thing you need.” 

But the saddest casualties are the chil- 
dren themselves. An insight into the depth 
of their emotional confusion comes from 
the Easson's middle daughter, Disa, Af- 
ter several periods of exclusion from 
school, she is now splitting her time be- 
tween school and a special adolescent unit 
for “behavioural modification". Asked 
what she wanted to say to her parents* she 
replied: “I don't mean to be angry with 
them. They’ve not done anything wrong. 
They didn't have to adopt us -and I do love 
them for adopting us and caring for us.” 
AfuMdDdahaye reports for BBC2's Fast 
Sign, 7.30pm, 12 March. 


■ ALL would live long but none would be 
old said Benjamin Franklin in 1741. As 
the 20th Century draws to a dose, life 
expectancy has certainly increased, but 
no-one likes to think of themselves as old. 

And bow old is old these days? Is a 
45 -year-old woman “past her seil-by 
date” as the Pennell Initiative, a pressure 
group set up to help older women, yes- 
terday accused doctois of thinking? If so, 
how do you account for Elizabeth But- 
tle, who recently gave birth aged 60? 
When should a man retire? Warren Beat- 
ty and Robert Redford have bong on to 
their heart-throb status, despite being 
over 60. Does active life end at 65? John 
Glenn certainty doesn't think so. He plans 
to orbit the earth in October - at the age 
of 77. Society is marching forward, ex- 
tending the age at which we do thing s 

This week the Debate of the Age was 
launched, with a commitment to ask 30 
million people how they feel society 
should be managed in future with sub- 
stantially fewer young people and sub- 
stantially more older ones. The organisers 
of the debate have set it up knowing that 
demographic change in the next centu- 
ry is such that we have to revise all our 
perceptions of what we call age. 

Had you been born in 1841, you could 
expect to live to 40 if you were a man, and 
42 ifyou were a woman, so even 39 would 
have seemed old. By 1050, this had risen 
to 66 years and 715 years respectively. 
Male babies bom m 1993 can look forward 
to 73ft years of life and females 79 J. 

Longevity has much to do with the fact 
that we arc all healthier - but some are 
healthier than others. “The difference is 
In socio-economic class," says David 
James, professor of fbeto-maternal med- 
icine at Queen's Medical Centre,. Not- 
tingham. “You can have a 40-year-old 
who acts 60 and vzcff versa, but it depends 
On sodo-economic background - tf you're 
well off you’re better nourished* health- 
ier and less Iftetyto.smoke”- 


Many women, like the actress Patri- 
cia Hodge, are waiting until their forties 
before starting a family, despite the con- 
ventional “older mothers" being defined 
as a sprightly 35-plus. One of the biggest 
tolls on women's health, frequent child- 
bearing, has almost ceased, thanbt to the 
PH) and the decision to have children lat- 
er. 

"The menopause is simply a phe- 
nomenon of this century," adds Profes- 
sor James. “Wamen simply didn’t live long 
enough to go through ft JfJO years ago." 

But Dr Kevin Morgan, senior lectur- 
er in gerontology at the University of 
Sheffield, argues that cultural changes 
have been just as important as biologi- 
cal ones. The difference is in what we do. 


GLENDA 

COOPER 


not what we are. “In the past we used to 

measure age by whether we were too old 
or too young to do things. It was a social 
construct, but an elastic measurement*’. 

“There are so many positive role mod- 
els of empowerment -such as John Glenn 

or Barbara Castle - that people feel ihe re 

aren’t just obligations but options." 

Simon Knighton, director of the De- 
bater the Age, says: “Our attitudes need 

to change. There are going to be more 

old people and there are going to be more 

opportunities. The end of life debate is 
going lobe as important as the pro-life 
debates of the 1 960s and 1 970s 
“Ws used to talk about the Third Ase. 
Now we are thinking about the Fourth 
Age. Tb say what is old age is a mean- 
n^ess statement,” Or as the Amerf “n 
fafcsmm Bernard Baruch put it Old 2? 
«s always 15 years older than you W 
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The Capeman 



It had a charismatic star, innovative sets 
and a big-name composer. But there 
was plenty wrong with Paul Simon's first 
Bipadway- musical, says Phil Johnson 


AFTER a short but stormy 
flight fall of turbulence, the 
Capeman’s wings wOl flap no 
more. It has been announced 
[hat Paul Simon’s Broadway 
musical is to dose on 28 March 
after a run of just two months 
and 6S post-preview perfor- 
mances. Despite opening only at 
the end of January, the show - 

which cost £6.8m to present -is 

already on its fourth director. 

Savaged by the critics, 
targeted by Victims’ Rights 
campaigners angry at what they 
saw as the martyr status Simon 
gave to the show’s murderer- 
hero (the real-life figure of Sal- 
vador Agron, who died shortly 
after his release from prison in 
1^79), and struggling against 
severe internal problems. The 
Capeman was qol, in truth, ex- 
pected to enjoy a long life. 
Simon, who wrote both book, 
lyrics and music (with Nobel 
Prize-winning poet Derek Wal- 
cott getting a co-credit for the 
first two) has been quoted as 
saying; “What I enjoyed most 
about the experience, apart 
from the creative process itself, 
was the intensity with which the 
Latino audience responded to 
the play." 

There is, however, a strong 
element of hubris involved. Si- 
mon brought his show straight 
into Broadway and suffered 
the consequences of trying to 
get it right first time in a milieu 
where shortcomings simply 
aren't tolerated. The role of 
\Afolcolt - who has 40 years’ ex- 
perience with the Trinidad 
Theatre Workshop - was also 
unclear. The Capetnan, it is 
safe to say, was Simon’s baby 
and he must take the blame for 
the failure. 


But was it any good? Well, 
yes and no, but mainly no. 
When I saw the show in preview 
at the beginning of January, pay- 
ing my $67 far a seat in the stalk 
it was evident that there was an 
awful lot wrong. The story itself 

- Puerto Rican teenager Agron 
kills two white youths in a gang- 
fight in New York, goes to 
prison, comes out again and dies 

- was made to carry an un- 
bearable weight of mythic sig- 
nificance. Agron is a catholic 
saint-figure, he’s a victim of 
racism, he’s Christ hims elf. As 
played by the salsa singer 
Ruben Blades, who gave a strik- 
ing performance full of bruised 
nobility, Agron does live and 
breath on the stage. But by split- 
ting the central role between 
Blades and Marc Anthony - 
who plays the younger Agron - 
Simon cuts in half the potential 
power of the character from the 
start. It’s fair to say that An- 
thony does not have the charis- 
ma of Blades, and that Blades 
does not really have much to da 

For all the show’s admirable 
anti-racism, Simon paints a 
drippingly sentimental picture 
of Puerto Rican life. The island 
is a green paradise, Agron ’s 
mother is a saint, the zoot-suit- 
ed gang Agron joins in New 
York to become the Capeman 
are poor, misunderstood young- 
sters, and it's fair to say that the 
climactic moment of the mur- 
der itself, and responsibility for 
it, is fudged. 

But surely Simon must have 
got the music right? Well, some 
of it is fine, at least compared 
to the lamentable standard of 
contemporary Broadway and 
there are some lovely numbers 
full of complex, poetic lyrics, but 



Down on their luck; Rertoly Santiago and Marc Anthony in The Capeman*, to dose after just two months on stage 


every time a new number starts 
you tend to begin tapping your 
feet to, say, “Diamonds On the 
Sole of My Shoes" only to find 
that what you actually get is a 
less successful derivative. And 
an awful lot of the songs do 
sound the same, just like an aw- 
ful lot of the singers sound just 
like Simon, the cast echoing his 
sweet-voiced intonation. Only 
Ruben Blades makes the music 
his own. 


Where the show fails more 
than anythin g, however, at least 
when I saw it under the direc- 
tion of Mark Morris, was the 
lack of a basic grasp of how to 
move a large cast convincingly 
around the stage. This was bard 
to believe from a MacArthur 
Prize-winning choreographer 
but the big musical numbers re- 
peatedly failed to energise ei- 
ther the performers or the 
audience. 


The sets by the British de- 
signer Bob Crowley were often 
wonderful, but given the holes 
in the stoiy itself, they began to 
have a reductive effect. As an- 
other fitted kitchen came slid- 
ing out of the wings to represent 
the mother’s apartment, and an- 
other deliciously skewed per- 
spective rendering of a 
tenement stairwell fitted into 
the background, one grew less 
and less astonished. 


Despite this catalogue of 
shortcomings* the show still 
somehow bad the power to 
move you, especially at its dose. 

Increasingly disenchanted 
after his release from prison, 
and more and more hangdog of 
expression, the older Agron 
goes back to his mother's apart- 
ment, switches on the television 
and then dies. There’s no big 
musical number, no moving 
death-song, no final dance-ac- 


tion. He just snuffs it, quietly in 
his sleep. And then you cry. 

The Capeman may now have 
died too, and with it some of the 
sense of adventure that it was 
meant to bring to Broadway, 
but, if few remember Ruben 
Blades’ performance and the 
brave, foolhardy but sometimes 
poignant sense of humanism 
and social concern that Simon 
intended, it wasn't entirely in 
vain. A small-scale workshop 


Photograph: Joan Marcus 

production with 10 actors and 
a four-piece band might be its 
next incarnation. Which is 
maybe what it should have been 
in the first place. 

If not, there's got to be a role 
for Art Garfunkel in there 
somewhere. Rc-titic the show 
Bright Eyes , get in some gigantic 
fluffy rabbits like the animals in 
The Jungle Book and, hey, 1 
think we might just be on to 
something. 


Lydian modes and all that jazz 

Phil Johnson meets George Russell, the man who taught Miles Davis his scales 


LIKE some venerable Renais- 
sance scholar, the Ohio-bora jazz 
composer George Russell once 
wrote a book that few people have 
actually read but which attained 
an importance that went far be- 
yond its limited circulation. The 
Lydian Concept of Tonal Organi- 
sation ( 1 953) didn't have a catchy 
title but it changed for ever the way 
jazz-musicians played, creating a 
new method of improvising on 
scales or modes instead of chords. 

The theory might he obscure 
but in practice it's as dear as day. 
Miles Davis's 1959 album, fond 
of Blue - for many, the best jazz 
record ever made - is the most fa- 
mous application of the method: 
John Coltrane's.-l Lave Supreme 
of 1964 is another. The modal mu- 
sic of the 1960s that Davis and 
Coltrane inspired became what 
we now know as modern jazz. If 
it was modern, Russell’s book was 
in there somewhere, even if. like 
Martin Luther’s little primer, al- 
most no one involved had read it. 

Once the idea caught on, 
though. it was as if it was part of 
the air people breathed and Rus- 
sell didn’t receive much credit for 
his authorship. “It’s on the liner 
notes of Kind uf Blue that Miles 


was influenced by me," says Rus- 
sell, “but the most he would say 
is that he learnt about modes 
from Bill Evans and that Bill 
learnt from George. Even Bill - 
who was a very dose friend - nev- 
er admitted to studying with me, 
but friends said he had read the 
book and was very into it." 

If Russell feds ignored by his- 
tory - and he has a right to, for 
he is one of the most important 
US composers of the century, 
whether you count the book or not 
- he has. at 74, reached a sort of 
affable equanimity. “That's kind 
of how it goes," he says when we 
meet in Boston, where he has been 
a professor at the New England 
Conservatory of Music since 1969. 
“Whereas at one time I might have 
felt left out because I didn’t have 
a band like Ellington’s that per- 
formed 364 days a year, 1 now 
know Lhal was a blessing. The 
main thing is that I know that, 
when I want to perform, 1 can.” 

The big band with whom Rus- 
sell plays the Barbican tonight- the 
Living Time Orchestra, has been 
going for 14 years. Consisting 
largely of British musicians like 
star saxophonist Andy Sheppard, 
it's an incredible group by any 


standards and Russell’s music re- 
alty is a glory to hear. Although 
melodically and harmonically 
complex, the band's sound is bold 
and explosive and, in full flight, al- 
most unbelievably powerful. In 
essence it's the sound of mid-cen- 
tury urban America in all its con- 
vulsive energy, but beefed up by 
rock rhythms and high-tech key- 
board voicings into a completely 
contemporary ensemble. Con- 
ducting from the front with a great 
sense of showmanship, Russell has 
even been known to rap a little. 
It is, in short, the very opposite of 
the now-dominant retro-aesthet- 
ic of Wynton Marsalis, about 
which Russell - for all his equa- 
nimity- completely loses his cool 

“This virtual jazz, cloned jazz, 
is such a dead idea. The concept 
that, after 1950, all jazz is bunk! 
I can understand the social rea- 
sons for it - rock had just about 
KO’d jazz, and jazz couldn't get 
up off the floor - even Miles was 
playing to only 400 people. And 
then along comes Wynton, with 
this idea that the real jazz all hap- 
pened before 1950. and he 
doesn't help the situation at all!" 

Marsalis’s revisionist spin on 
jazz history is particularly irksome 


for Russell because he was part 
of the great movement of mod- 
ernism which Marsalis appears to ‘ 
deny. As for his great theory - the 
Lydian concept - “There’s no way 
you can't use it," he says. “You’re 
in it whether you know it or noL 
I was reluctant about putting the 
book out again in this restrictive 
and fascist climate, and I took it 
off the market for eight or nine 
years for revisions, but something 
tells me the time is now right. IVe 
finished revising the first volume 
and it’s just awaiting typesetting." 

If be senses a change in the 
wind, it comes from an unusual 
direction. “There's every evi- 
dence that black people don't mo- 
nopolise rhythmic intelligence." 
he says. “Go and see Rhvniance, 
for example. I don't know where 
it came from but, boy, you can’t 
say those people don’t have 
rhythm. It's so refreshing to see 
that, because it just blows a hole 
in everything As Marsalis would 
preach: it shows that all God’s 
children got rhythm regardless of 
race, creed or colourl” 

George Russell 7.30pm tonight, 
at the Barbican, London f 0171- 
6388891). 



George Russell: theoretically speaking 

Photograph: Guy Le Querrec/Magnum 


THE WEEK ON RADIO 

ROBERT HANKS 


A CULT would be all right. I 
could handle being a cult: liv- 
ing hearts tom out of beautiful 
young virgjns, students whipping 
each other into hysteria re- 
pealing my catch-phrases- any- 
thing short of mass suicides 
would be OK, as long as there 
was some uncritical adulation 
involved. Or I'd settle for cash. 

One reason for switching on 
The Guide to 20 dears' Hitch-Hik- 
ing (R4, Thursday) was the hope 
that Douglas Adams might have 
some ideas to share on how to 
go about creating a cult The oth- 
er reason was sheer nostalgia for 
the original radio version of 
The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to the 
Galaxy which, after two decades 
and acres of repetition, still 
sounds astonishing^ sharp, fresh 
and funny. .Where the comput- 
er graphics of the TV series start- 
ed to look dated even as it hit the 
screen, Faddy Kingsland's elec- 
tronic sound-worid retains its air 
of ambition and inventiveness. 

Adams didn't have any hints, 
of course, just a few remarks that 
swung between Mushing self-re- 
gard and self-centred modesty 
(“Sometimes", he said at one 
point, “it’s hell being me"). If one 
theme dfo emerge, ft was bow in- 
finitely improbable it was that the 
series was ever made at alL Not 
only was there Adams's own dQa- 
toriness to cope with (on occa- 


sion he didn't finish a script un- 
til the actors had all gone home), 
there was also the BBC's mul- 
ish bureaucracy: it was taken as 
gospel, for instance, that no 
comedy could be recorded in 
stereo, since the listener would 
not know from which speaker to 
expect the punchline. 

If you have any doubts about 
the influence of Hitch-Hiker, 
though, try Paradise Lost in Cy- 
berspace (R4, Tuesday). It is 
tempting to put this future- 
shock comedy down as one of 
the BBC’s current splurge of re- 
hashed old ideas. But Colin 
Swash’s take-off of Logan's 
Run is full of ingenious ideas 
and witty, mildly unnerving ex- 
tensions of present-day logic 
(such as a vision of the BBC in 
the 31st century “broadcasting 
round-th e-dock news to a bossa 
nova beat"). 

All the same, it dearly could 
not have existed without Hitch- 
Hiker's Guide, as the casting of 
Stephen Moore (Marvin, Lbe 
Parana Android) and Geoffrey 
McGivem (Ford Prefect) tacit- 
ly acknowledges. That’s the trou- 
ble with the modem BBC a 
programme can be sold as “an- 
other Hitch-Hiker's Guide but 
as for a real Hitch-Hiker's Guide, 
a programme without any prece- 
dent - well, “infinitely improb- 
able" starts to sound optimistic. 
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Time alone cannot always tell 


CONCERT REVIEW 

Towards the Millennium: 
The Seventies 
A Child of Our Time 
RFH, SBC, London 

Thematic concert programming 
is a risky business. Sometimes 
you end up with something tru- 
ly enlightening; more often, 
the works in question stub- 
bornly refuse to illuminate the 
chosen theme. Thursday’s Roy- 
al Festival Hall concert in the 
City of Birmingham Symphony 
Orchestra's marathon Towards 
the Millennium series took three 
British orchestral works from 
the 1970s: the late Sir Michael 


Tippett’s Fourth Symphony, 
Oliver Knussen's Third and 
Harrison Birtwistle’s The Tri- 
umph of Tune - and there's your 
theme, “The Seventies". 

Well, you can, if you wish, 
find distinctively Seventies ele- 
ments in all three works, but 
that's hardly what makes them 
interesting. The half-dehu- 
manised ay of lbe amplified so- 
prano saxophone in The 
Triumph of Time, piercing the 
metallic halo of vibraphones and 
the snarls of muted trombones, 
speaks just as directly in our 
techno-threatened age as it did 
at the height of the Cold War. 
The birth-to-death idea behind 
Tippett’s Fourth Symphony Is 


one of the great constant human 
themes, and we are probably a 
lot less inclined to giggle un- 
comfortably at tape-recorded 
breathing sounds than many lis- 
teners were when the Sympho- 
ny first appeared, in 1977. 

Simon Rattle's perfor- 
mances of the Birtwistle and the 
Tippett were of the kind that 
demonstrate elegantly how the 
elements slot together and the 
argument flows. On that level, 
I have never before beard such 
a convincing account of the 
Tippett - a performance to si- 
lence doubts (mine included). 
Knussen's compact Third Sym- 
phony sounded equally dear 
and well-calculated, but then its 


clarity and intellectual virtuos- 
ity have never been called into 
question to anything like the 
same degree. 

What all three performances 
lacked - to my ears - was the 
uhquantifiable “tingle factor”. 
Yes, the central dimax of the 
Birtwistle was dearly the right 
organic development at the 
right time, but there was noth- 
ing thrilling or disturbing about ■ 
it, apart from the sheer volume 
of the amplification. And yes, 
the fast sections Tippett’s 
Fourth pressed forward as pur- 
posefully as anything in the 
more popular Second Sym- 
phony, but the brass fanfares of- 
ten sounded cautious, reined-in. 


The previous evening, Roger 
Norrington conducted the Lon- 
don Philharmonic Choir and 
Orchestra in Tippett's much 
earlier A Child of Our Tone, a 
work which, when it was still 
new (the Forties), was consid- 
ered hellishly difficult to sing. 
Now it is often performed by 
amateur groups. It needs en- 
thusiasm, though, and a firm 
hand from the conductor. Nor- 
rington ought to have been the 
man,buthere the music fell too . 
easily into sections; the final di- 
max, leading to the, spiritual 
‘ “Deep River”, was strangely un- 
der-whelming. The choir sang 
solidly enough, but without 
great intensity,- and of the 


soloists, only baritone Gerald 
Finley found the urgency text 
and music demand. 

Hearing^ Child of Our Tune 
preceded by performances (ty 
the London Adventist Chorale") 
of the Black American spirituals 
it borrows in lieu of. chorales 

made one realise afresh bow in- 
spired Tippett’s use of these 
tunes was- and bow untypical Q f 
its time. But then, according to 
Nietzsche, geniuses are always 
“untimely”: their works are the 
last places one should go look- 
ing for the Zeitgeist - a truth that 
Towards die MiSetuiiuni hasootv 
tended to underline. 

. Stephen Johnson 
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Professor Franz Kahn 


FRANZ KAHN was a distio- 

St1nTh roPh y^ a world 
me0reticai studies of 
^phyacsand the dynamics of 
interstellar mediurT^ 

itv abfl - 

? t0 Mustrate the essentials of 

acompUcated problem by the 

formulation of models which 

malheE “at»caUy 
traciaMe and which retained the 
essentials of the system under: 
study. His lifelong activity in 

Manchester’s Department of 
Astronomy as colleague to the 
late Professor Zdenek Kopal 
ensured that Manchester theo- 
retical studies would comple- 
ment the radio observations 
emanating from Jodrell Bank, 
with which he in particular 
established dose links. 

Kahn was of Gennan-Jewish 
stock. His parents Siegfried 
and Grete Kahn lived in 
Nuremberg, where Siegfried 
was a successful manufacturer 
of children’s toys, indudmg'&is: 
model railways, of quality sim- 
ilar to lhf British .1 


me Kahns organised their affairs 
so that in 1938 they could bring 
Fhmz and his elder sister Char- 
lotte to England. Franz was en- 
rolled at St Paul’s School, 
London, where he soon showed 
his mettle, even winning the 
form prize for English after only 
a couple of years in England. . 

In 1944 he went up to 
Queen's College, Oxford, gain- 
ing a first in Mathematics in 
1947. The following year he 
transferred to Balliol College 
while working as a research stu- 
dent under the supervision of 
Sydney Chapman, a pioneer of 
cosmical electrodynamics, and 
in particular of solar-terrestrial 
relations. Kahn's DPbD thesis 
was on the expulsion of ions and 


electrons from the Sun by 
solar flares. 

In 1949, Kahn moved ’to 
Manchester as Assistant Lec- 
turer in Mathematics. In 1952 
be transferred as Research Fal- 
low to the newly forming De- 
partment of Astamomy headed 
by Kiopal;jherehe renamed for 
the rest of hisHfe, becoming suc- 
cessively Lecturer, Senior Leo- 
turer. Reader and in 1966 
Professor. He was given, foe fir- 
tie Emeritus Professor on his re- 
tirement in 1993. He was an 
excellent supervisor of research 
students, many of wham have 
gone cm to leading positions 
round the world. 

Kahn worked in many areas 
in astronomy, and was particu- 
larly well known for his contri- 
butions to the physics and 
dynamics of the interstellar 
medium. A crucial question s 
that of the energy sources that 
main tain the highly supersonic 
motions of the interstellar gas 
clouds. Sir Arthur Eddington, 
Bengt Stromgren and others 
had earlier pointed out that the 
ohra-violetpaxtofthe spectrum 
of radiation emitted by newly 
formed, hot stars would ionise 
neighbouring hydrogen (die 
“photo-electric effect”), so in- 
creasing the temperature by a 
factor of a hundred or more. 

Jan Oort of Leiden noted 
that the associated hi gh pressure 
of such an “HD-zone” would in 1 
evitably accelerate gas clouds, 
and, in one of his earlier papers, 
Kahn gave an elegant math- 
ematical study of the process. In 
another paper he pointed out 
that, equally, the input of heat 
due to the dissipation of the ki- 
netic energy of clouds by mu- 
tual collision must be included 
in temperature estimates, es- 
pecially of the cooler, neutral 
“HI” clouds. In a seminal paper 


he showed that in es timating 
the efficiency of collisions be- 
• tween ratified ionised douds, a 
“collective", many-particle 
treatment is essential. 

fo 1958,1^ was the joiiit win- 
ner of a competition, set by the 
German Society of Scientists 
and Physicians, on “Star For- 
mation through the Condensa- 
tion of Diffuse Matter”, his 
essay demonstrating that his 
skill as a synthesiser of ideas 
matched his .physical under- 
standing and his analytical 
expertise. . 

Kahn’s later papers include 
important contributions to our 
understanding of “planetary 
. nebulae”, emitted rfnrmg the 
late stages of stellar evolution; 

' t he nf mplntfing KBIT S 

(“supernovae”); and to the 
electiodynamics of “pulsars” - 
rapidly rotating collapsed 
magnetic stars. 

His many other publications 
include a discussion of “Life in 
- the Universe”, and a joint pa- 
per mNature, with his wife Car- 
la, ffl i mmarfemg a collection of 
letters from Alfred Einstein to 
the Dutch astronomer Willem 
de Sitter, discovered in the Lei- 
den archives by DtHu du ring 
ane.of their several visits to the 
Netherlands. They were written 
mainly during the First World 
W&r, when the publication of 
Einstein’s relativistic theory of 
gravitation had led to the first 
papers on modern cosmology- 
the study of the Universe as a 
whole. 

The paper makes especially 
interesting reading today, when 
Einstein’s “cosmical repulsion”, 
opposing gravity and becoming 
large at large distances - de- 
scribed later by Einstein himself 
as his “biggest mistake" - has 
nevertheless again surfaced in 
cosmological discussion. 


Kahn had married Carla 
Copeland, whom he had met. 
shortly after coming to Man- 
chester; in 1951. She was her- 
self a graduate in Mathematics 
from Bedford College, London. 
They were a very happy couple, 
enjoying each other’s company 
and that of their two sons and 
two daughters. Once her chil- 
dren were at school, Carla res 

But in 1981, when she was ap- 
plying for a new post as warden 

in a university hall of residence, 

she quite unexpectedly suffered 
a stroke and died the next day, 
aged only 52. Franz Kahn 
showed exceptional strength of 
character in adapting to tbe new 
fife that had been forced on him. 
In foe words of his children, he 
was gratefol for the happy life 
he had had with Carla, and felt 
it would be impertinent to ask 
for more. 

In tbe introduction to his pa- 
per on the dynamics of the 
galactic fountain, p ublishe d in 
a Festschrift for Zdenek Kopal, 
he wrote: “It is a commonplace 
that life can be crueL But for- 
tunately fate only rarely ad- 
ministers so devastating a blow. 

I dedicate this paper - the first 
scientific work that I have at- 
tempted ginn- Carla’s death — 
to her memory.” 

Franz Kahn was an engaging 
companion, both professional- 
ly and socially, wearing his 
erudition lightly. Like all acad- 
emics. he appreciated recogni- 
tion, but never let delay in its 
appearance worry him unduly. 
He was a happy man, enjoying 
each stage of his life as it 
came. His end was, like his 
wife’s, sudden - he had a heart 
aitack at a petrol station while 
travelling from one son to 
another. 

Leon Mestel 



Kahn: wore his erudition lightly 


Franz Daniel Kahn, astrophysicist: President, International Astronomi- 
bom Nuremberg, Germany 13 cal Union Commission on /nter- 
May 1926; Assistant Lecturer in stellar Matter 1970-73 ; Chairman, 
Mathematics, Manchester Univer- SERC Astronomy Theory Panel 
sky, 1949-52, Turner Newafl Fellow 1976-79; FRS (993; married (951 
1952-55, Lecturer in Astronomy Carta Copeland (died 1981; two 
1955-58, Senior Lecturer 1958-62, sons, two daughters); died 
Reader 1962-66, Professor of Bourne End, Buckinghamshire 8 
Astronomy 1966-93 (Emeritus); February 1998. 


The Right Rev Gordon Wheeler 



Wheeler: bishop with a keen sense of history 


IN HIS book The RCs, pub- 
lished in 1967, George Scott re- 
marked of Bishop Gordon 
Wheeler that “in his familiarity 
and sympathy with the cultur- 
al and educational background 
shared by foe majority of his fol- 
low countrymen, he drSersfrom 
most of his fellow bishops. His 
style of living is English . . . he 
had a different background: 
from the other bishops - Man- 
chester Grammar School and 
University College, Oxford." 
That this was the case reflect- 
ed the course of Wheeler’s 
journey of faith. 

Born into foe Church of 
England, in his youth he was 
greatly influenced by tbe Anglo- 
Catholic regime at his parish 
church in Worsley, near Man- 
chester. After his graduation in 
1932 he entered St Stephen’s 
House, Oxford, to train for the 
Anglican priesthood and from 
there he went on to curacies in 
Brighton, and Chesterfield be- 
fore becoming Assistant Chap- 
lain at Lancing Cbllege. Sussex. 
Throughout this period he was 
moving ever closer to Roman 
Catholicism, and he later ad- 
mitted that by 1932 he had be- 
come “intellectually convinced” 
of the Roman Catholic position. 


The turning-point of Wheel- 
er’s life came in 1936 when he 
finally decided to become a 
Catholic and was received into 
the Church at Downside Abbey 
in September that year. Soon af- 
terwards, he travelled to Rome 
and entered the Beda College 
as a student for the Archdiocese 
of Westminster. He was or- 
dained priest in 1940, and for 
foe next four years was a curate 
in Lower Edmonton, until be 
joined the staff of Westminster 
Cathedral in 1944. Ih 1950, he 
became Chaplain to foe Cath- 


olic students of London Uni- 
versity and in 1954 was re- 
called to Westminster as 
Cathedral Administrator. 

The next 10 years were, 
probably, his most enjoyable as 
he directed the hmrgjcal and 
pastoral life of foe cathedral 
with great style and dedi c a ti on. 
Wheeler’s leadership enhanced 
the cathedral in many ways, not 
least by overseeing foe suc- 
cessful implementation of some 
of foe architect JJ 7 . Bentley’s 
original plans for the interior 
decoration of bis masterpiece. 


His years as Cathedral Ad- 
ministrator established Wheel- 
er’s reputation not just in 
London but further afield and 
in 1964 he was appointed Coad- 
jutor Bishop of Middlesbrough. 
In this capacity he was eligible 
to attend the later sessions of 
foe Secoad \btican CoundL He 
expected, in due course, to suc- 
ceed Bishop George Brunner in 
Middlesbrough and was sur- 
prised to find himself translat- 
ed to the Diocese of Leeds.m 
1966, to succeed George Patrick 
Dwyer, who had been appoint- 
ed Archbishop of Birmingham. 
Wheeler became foe seventh 
Bishop of Leeds just a few 
months after tbe end of the Vat- 
ican Council and from foe start, 
the aim of his episcopate was to 
“implement foe Council". 

Tb that end, Wheeler estab- 
lished foe Wood Hal] Pastoral 
and Ecumenical Centre in 1967, 
the first Catholic diocesan coun- 
cil. With hindsight, in later 
years he was apt to regret that 
this initiative did not achieve 
more by way of disseminating 
foe authentic fruits of Vatican 
IL and to speculate that it 
would have been better to con- 
centrate on promoting this aim 
in foe parishes, among priests 


and people at the grass roots. 
Nevertheless, Wood Hall epit- 
omised Wheeler’s vision of a 
church enriched by careful re- 
flection on the work of the Vat- 
ican CoundL in contrast to what 
he saw as the frequent, and 
sometimes deliberate, misinter- 
pretations of condhar teachings. 

His loyalty to the Second 
Vhtican Council was also ap- 
■ parent, in 1980 when he was 
largely responsible for creating 
the Diocese of Hallani. by foe 
separation from Leeds of 50 
parishes in South Yorkshire to 
form foe Larger part of foe new 
diocese, centred on Sheffield. 
This move conformed to foe 
principle foal dioceses should be 
of a size which permits effective 
pastoral care and administration 
by a single bishop; but, for a 
man with a keen sense of his- 
tory, the division of a diocese 
which bad existed since 1878 
caused not a little sorrow. 

Shortly before Wheeler s re- 
tirement in 1985, on reaching his 
75th birthday, a parishioner in 
Bradford wished tbe bishop a 
“happy redundancy”. He would 
have been tbe first to see the 
amusing side of her miscon- 
ception, yet it contained a grain 
of truth large enough to cause 


a certain unease as he neared the 
end of his “working life”. But his 
proved to be a very full and ac- 
tive retirement, until foe onset 
of his final illness last summer. 

He was a much loved and re- 
spected figure in his own dio- 
cese, and far beyond. The motto 
on his episcopal coat of arms 
was “Veritas et Cantos ” and the 
essence of Gordon Wheeler’s 
life as both priest and bishop 
was his abiding desire to serve 
the Church in truth and love. 

Robert EL Flimlgan 

Wtffiam Gordon Wheeler, priest: 
bom Dobooss, Yorkshire 5 May 
1910 ; ordained priest 1934; Curate, 
St 8e*thofarr>e»/s, Brighton 1933-34; 
Curate, St Mary and All Saints, 
Chesterfield 1934-35; Assistant 
Chaplain, Lancing College 1935-36; 
ordained priest of the Roman 
Catholic Church 1940; Assistant, St 
EdmmeTs, Lower Edmonton 194044; 
Chapkan, Westminster Cathedral 
and Editor, Westminster Cathedral 
Chronicle 1944-50; Chaplain, Lon- 
don University 1950-54; Eode stash- 
ed Adviser, Union of CathaSc Students 
1953-60; Ad m inistrator, Westminster 
Cathedra! 1954-65; Coadjutor Bish- 
op of Middlesbrough 1964-66; Bish- , 
op of Leeds 196645 (Emeritus); <5ed 

Leeds 20 February 1998. 


Richard Graff 


RICHARD GRAFF was killed 
when foe single-engine Cessna 
he was flying hit an electricity 
pylon and crashed into a green- 
house. He frequently flew him- 
self between his house in San 
Francisco and his work at 
Chalone Vineyards, in foe Gav- 
flan Mountains in Monterey 
Counly, three horns’ drive south 
of the Bay area. 

A versatile man, Dick Graff 
had studied Zeo Buddhism, 
knew the Dalai Lama, brought 
Burgundian wine-making tech- 
niques to California, was a 
partner in foe first American 
premium wine company to be 
publicly quoted, and, with Ju- 
lia Child and Robert Mondavi, 
founded the American Institute 
of Wine and Food. He also had 
a special interest in continental 
organs, and could take a com- 
plicated instrument to bits and 
put it back together. 

He graduated from Har- 
vard, where be studied music in 
1958. There followed three 
years as a naval officer, and ihen 
a job in a bank. He was rescued 
from the bank by his father, 
Russ Graff, who asked Rodney 
Strong (who before becoming 
a winemaker had been a dancer 
on Broadway and in Paris) to 
give Dick a weekend job at foe 
vineyard be leased at Chalone. 
Dick Graff immediately recog- 
nised that he had a vocation, 
spent a year studying oenology, 
and in 1965, with a loan from 
his mother, bought Chalone. He 
made his first vintage in 1966, 
but did not release any wine 
commercially until 1969. 

He once told me that he had 
seen a similarity between the 
property's limestone and foe 
vineyards of Burgundy that he 
loved, and realised that the 
concept of lemur was applica- 
ble in Monterey. He introduced 
to California winemaking the 
French technique of fermenting 
chardonnay in oak barrels 
rather than stainless steel tanks, 
and promoting tnalolactic 
(second-stage) fermentation, 
and soon his chardonnay and 
pinot noir had a cult following 
and commanded high prices. 

Graff and his partner, Philip 
Woodward, an accountant, had 
no trouble attracting new in- 
vestors. though some of them 
were probably more interested 
in acquiring foe fairly rare wine 
than in owning the shares. In tbe 
1980s the company acquired 
two other wineries. Acacia in 
Hapa Wley, and Cannenet in 
the Sonoma \felley. Chalone 
wait public in 19S4. It now owns 
50 per cent of Edna Villey 
Vineyard in San Luis Obispo 
County; 51 per cent of Canoe 
Ridge Vineyard in Washington 
state; and 24 per cent of Chil- 
ean Duhart-MSon in Bordeaux: 
Domaines Barons de Roth- 



Graffc Inter folia frvetus 


schild, foe owner of Chateau 
Lafite, is a Chalone sharehold- 
er, and it is a happy tradition 
that their claret is drunk at 
Chalone’s AGM. 

Graff still retained enough 
of his Harvard classics in 1981 
to propose the pleasingly ob- 
scure motto "Inter folia fluents" 
(“Among the leaves the fruit”) 
when starting foe AIWF. which 
he intended to be an institution 
to study and celebrate foe plea- 
sures of the table, rather than 
the bloated body dedicated to 
the interests of producers that 
it has become. He invited me to 
San Francisco in 1981 to report 
on the founding of foe organi- 
sation, and I remember flying 
to Santa Monica (in a com- 
mercial plane - his own was be- 
ing serviced) for luuch at his 
friend Michael McCarty's 
restaurant. We carried bottles 
of Chalone with us, carefully, 
on our knees. 

He took me to meet Robert 
Huttanback, foe Chancellor of 
foe University of California. 
Santa Barbara, with whom he 
was in negotiations to found an 
academic department of gas- 
tronomy. This evolved into the 
ATWF, but not before Graff got 
stung by arranging for foe loan 
of a large mm of money to res- 
cue foe rump of the Andre 
Simon / Eleanor Lowcustein 
collection of historical cookery 
books. But Graff persevered and 
interested Robert Mondavi. Ju- 
lia Child, foe British-educated 
San Francisco chef Jeremiah 
Tower and, most significantly. 
Danny Kaye, in the project. 

Graff was evidently on good 
terms with the actor, for he took 
me to tea (a glass of chardon- 
nay, actually) at his house. 
There Kaye told us of his owr 
passion for Chinese cooking 
and showed us his photograph 
album with a picture of himseL 
at the stove with Paul Bocusc 
plus others of Kaye conducting 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
assisting Dr Michael De Bake; 
at open-heart surgery, and at flu 
controls of a 747. 

Graff was hims elf on the 
board of foe Philhannooii 
Baroque Orchestra, and amonj 
the books he wrote was a par 
ticularly beautiful example hi 
published privately called r 
Vision for the Millennium : to 
wards a new civilisation (1995) 
He had recently retired from th 
active management of Chalone 
and since 1996 had produced . 
tiny amount of wine froc 
Chalone grapes markelei 
under the Richard Graff labe 

The hundreds of peopl 
present at Graff’s (non 
denominational) memorial sci 
vice at Grace Cathedral in Sa 
Francisco remembered, as h' 
many British friends do, a con- 
plicated man with an alma 
alarming sunny nature, phys 
calfy fit, even tough, but with a 
immediately accessible soft cci 
ire. Dick Graff would work fo 
vineyards himself, but he was 
grandee at heart. He once aske 
to borrow my London flat, 
warned him it was a slum, bi 
he said he was on an eeonorr 
drive. The next day be invite 
my wife to lunch, returned tf 
keys, and moved into foe Rit 
Paul Lev 

Richard H Graff, Ytinemakcr: bo 
Connecticut 24 January I937;dedne 
Satinas, California 9 January I99L 
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Birthdays 

TODAYS Sir Robert Atkinson, for- 
mer chairman, British Shipbuilders, 
82; Mr William Bojid, author, 46c Mr 
wniiam Bromky-Dsvenport, Lord- 
Lieutenant of Cheshire, 63; Mr 
Michael Chance, counter-tenor, 43; 
Mr Malcolm Chisholm MP, Parlia- 
mentary Under-Secretary, Scottish 
Office, 49; Mr Gilbert Cooke, fcrmer 
chairman, C.T Bownng & Co, 75; 
Mr Michael Hnnissy, composer and 
rianist, 52; Mis Deborah Forbes, 


Headnusuvi*, 

Reading, 52; Sr Kenneth Green, 
Vice-Chancellor, Manchester Met- 
rorxjKtan Sir ^bo- 

ay Hidden, High Court judge, 62; Mr 
John Hcrram MP, 59; Mr Dan Ja- 
Wlist, 69; Mr MW-. 
Kraemer. conductor, 53; Sir Antho- 
ny Lambert, former ambaremior to 

Portugal, S7: SirJotal^-fbnner 
Bigh judge. S4; 

Lendl tennis player. 38, Sr Paul 
Nicholson. Lof^eutenmt of 
County Durham, 

Aylmeiton, a former LordJtKQaof 
Appeal in Ordinary, ™ 

rSass 

SfjfrTte Ear] of Sno«^»- 
68; Sir David Spcddmg, 

g&ssjgs 

Kchani-Fiennes. explorer^, 

Zena wilker- actress, 6^ Dame 
Wfcswn, former Director, 

Science Musetun, 72. 
TOMORROWS Maj-GenSix 

Chri5tDpb f a r rte'Since and Princess 
Sccretaty to *=^f chat ] e s Box- 

many. farmer 


President, Royal College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons of Glasgow, 6$ 
Sir Anthony Caro, sculptor, 74; Mss 
Cyd Ch a ri sse, film actress and 
dancer, 77; Mr Ph2 Edmonds, crick- 
etec.47; Mr Michael Grade, former 
chief executive of Channel 4 TWevi- 

aoto, 55; Miss EteenHerik, actress. 
78; Lord Hurd of Wfeawood, former 


Inchbald, interior designer, 78; Miss 
Ann Jermer. ballerina, 54; Mr Gary 
Numan, rock musician, 40; Mr Marie 
Oaten MP, 34; Miss Ljiirn Redgrave, 

actreg g , ff ; Dflfli wthiin i hcb ffnef 
Babin, 50; Miss Lynn Seymour, bal- 
lerina, 59; Professor Stephen Smith, 
gynaecologist. 47; Professor Nor- 
man Stone, historian. 57; Mr Robert 
Thar, operatic tenor, 59: Miss Oaire 
Hevor, actress, B9; Mr David Wilkie, 
Olympic swimmer, 44. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY; Births: St Thomas 
luinas, Christian philosopher, 
74; Sir Edwin Henry L an dseer, 
painter, 1802. Deaths: Percy Wvn- 
dham Lewis, writer and artist, 1957; 
Florence Margaret (Stevie) Smith, 
poet, 197L Or* this dqe the first tele- 
phone was patented by Alexander 
Graham Beil, 1876. Today is tbe 
Rast Day of St Ario, St Dranshs or 
Diausin, St Esterwine, St Pan! the 
Simple and St Tbeophyiam. 
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TOMORROW: Births Kenneth 
Grahame, author. 1859; Otto Hahn, 
phygjdsi and chemist, 1879. Deatfu; 
Louis-Hector Berlioz, composer, 
1869; Sir William Ttoaer Walton, 
composer, 1983. On this day: the So- 
viet Union cfehned lobe the possessor 
of the atomic bomb, 1950. Tomor- 
row is the Feast Day of St Dutiuc, 
SxFehx of St Humphrey or 

Hunfrid, St John of God, St Julian of 
T ftl wto , Srins Philemon and Apol- 
lonius, St Pontius of Canhage, St 
Senan of Seatteiy, St Stephen of 
Obazine and St Veremnnd. 


FAITH & REAS ON 


A move from the uncomfortable to the smelly 


If the Prime Minister 
converted to Catholicism rt 
would not matter because 
religion no longer counts, 
argues Andrew Brown. 


THE PRAYER of St Augustine may be 
modified for use by Cardinals: “Oh 
Lord, make Blair Catholic - but not 
yet. " There is something fishy about the 
story that Tbny Blair has been seen loi- 
tering with intent in Westminster 
Cafoedrak it is impceoble to disaussoui 
of hand foe possibility that the Prime 
Minister might be feeling the pull of 
Rome even when we are assured by Paul 
Johnson that it must be true. Even foe 
sort of liberal Roman Catholic who can 
generally be relied on to disagree with 
Paul Johnson about everything will not, 
in private, dismiss foe possibility that 
foe Prime Minster might be feeling the 
occasional twinge of longing for the 
mother Church. They know that such 
twinges may come to anyone and even 
overwhelm them; and. that, even if it 
makes no sense for Blair to become a 
Catholic, it still might happen. 

ft is difficult to give the right weight 
to these intuitions, partly because they 


conflict so absolutely with tbe ways in 
winch the press normally reports reli- 
gious sentiment The original reports 
of Blair’s attendance at Westminster 
Cathedral came refracted through the 
goggle-eyed disbelief of most journal- 
ists that anyone could ever enter a 
church without ulterior motives. It is a 
basic assumption of most reporting and 
thinking about religion foal worship is 
a disagreeable experience, and foe 
more fervent and sincere, foe more dis- 
agreeable it is likely to be for all con- 
cerned. The idea that anyone might call 
in at a church for refreshment makes 
no sense at all in tbe context in which 
news is usually reported. 

This generalised hostility or in- 
comprehension towards religion does 
discriminate between Catholicism and 
Protestantism - roughly speaking, it 
bolds that Protestantism is disagreea b le 
and uncomfortable and Catholicism dis- 
agreeable and smelly. Neither of these 
characterisations explains why someone 
might change from one to foe other. 
What an enormous change this repre- 
sents from the situation even 40 years 
ago. Then there was do doubt that 
Catholicism stood for something pro- 
foundly different from Protestantism. 
It was not justfoe political and consti- 
tutional problems, though these seemed 
real enough even 20 years ago, when 


Enoch Powell, in one of his more 
harmless lunacies, decided that It would 
be illegal for Pope John Paul II to 
visit foe country. 

The idea that English nationalism is 
necessarily, or essentially Protestant, has 
simply withered away to the point 
where it makes no sense any more, 
though it formed part of foe nation’s 
self- understanding for nearly 400 years. 
In Northern Ireland it makes a bitter 
and twisted sense still, bnt that is 
something that Tony Blair's government 
is trying to abolish. The effort to sep- 
arate religious and tribal identity in 
Northern Ireland has nothing to do with 
foe Prime Minister's religious leanings. 
These are subordinate to the over- 
whelming belief in modernity as the sol- 
vent for old problems, and that, though 
it makes it possible or at least thinkable 
for him to become a Catholic, also 
changes the meaning of the conv e rsion 
to something our ancestors could not 
recognise. 

Yet even after foe political classes 
in this country had abandoned foe sense 
of a special Protestant destiny as ridicu- 
lous -and this abandonment must have 
something to do with changing politi- 
cal attitudes to Europe - foe idea of 
Catholicism as something culturally dis- 
tinct and alien remained vivid. 
Catholics, it seemed, bad a different and 


privileged way of looking at foe world. 
This shows very clearly in Brideshead 
Rnisited, where the author makes his 
characters behave in ways inexplicable- 
to foe modern secular mind as they re- 
spond to foe prompting of grace. But 
Brideshead also offered another way of 
viewing Catholics as different they were 
more fashionable, more exotic, and had 
better legs - in fact they were altogether 
more like Ms Cris tina Odone — than nor- 
mal people. And the discussion over 
Blair’s posable conversion shows that 
that distinction, too, has vanished. No 
one has suggested that foe Prime Min- 
ister will become a more interesting or 
exotic figure if he converts. The assim- 
ilation of foe religion to the mainstream 
is complete. It may be the greatest tri- 
umph of Cardinal Hume’s.ieadership. 

One small doubt must remain, 
though. The argument of this piece is 
that foe Prime Minister may well be- 
come a Catholic; but only because ft nc 
longer matters. No one supposes it wil 
affect his politics. The Catholic Churct 
has become as English as foe House o 
Lords and nearly as grand but on fot 
way it has lost a lot of elemental force 
The logical culmination of these dee[ 
trends is a House of Lords when 
everyone, from Earl Blair downwards 
is a Catholic - but foe Church has n t 
members outside it 
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The problem with 
our wanton boys 


SHAKESPEARE set the text for New Labour’s soda! policy 400 years ago: 
“I wish there were no age between 10 and 23, because young men get weocb- 
es with child, upset the ancientry, stealing and fighting.” That, precisely, 
is the problem identified by the Home Secretary last weeke n d. Boys and 
men of all classes are acting like the loutish heroes of the television com- 
edy Men Behaving Badly , he said. “There’s certainly something quite wor- 
rying about what is happening to a generation of men.” 

Many of the modem ills which so exercise Jack Straw and Tbny Blair 
Loucb on the behaviour of males. Crime, petty vandalism, public disorder, 
lone parenthood, family breakdown, educational s t an dards . In each case 
it is boys and men who are the focus of public policy. They are falling be- 
hind girls at school, more likely to play truant, lose interest, experiment 
with drugs and behave anti-sociaHy. They are overwhelmingly responsible 
for the small acts of aggression which too often build up into a pattern of 
crime. They get wenches with child and disappear into a nether zone where 
the Child Support Agency cannot reach them. Or they stick around for a 
bit and then push off, losing contact with their children and depriving them 
of role models. It was ever thus, but it seems to be getting worse. 

On cue, as if on a mission to prove Mr Straw right, Liam Gallagher was 
arrested and released on bail in Brisbane for allegedly breaking a fan's nose. 
For the benefit of any judges who might be reading, Mr Gallagher is the 
lead singer in a rock band. Oasis, renowned for their infantile and disre- 
spectful behaviour - as well as their music. This week a Sydney woman 
claimed he had harassed her. He is deemed unsuitable when it comes to 
drawing up lists of invitations to Downing Street functions, but bis mar- 
ginally more respectable older brother Noel has shared champagne with 
Mr Blair. 

(Mind you, it was Noel who last week offered reporters, trailing the band 
like seagulls following a ship, some tasteless words on the subject of the 
People's Princess.) 

Mr Straw may be gratified to have his thesis vindicated in full Techni- 
color, like an X-rated soap opera entitled “The Problem With Boys”, but 
the question is what he intends to do about it 

Shakespeare’s shepherd in The Winter's Tale suggests the Government 
should simply abolish men between the ages of 10 and 23. This is the pol- 
icy currently being enacted in the United States, where a large proportion 



of this age group are locked up in prison. Unfortunately, it does not seem 
to have worked there, and Mr Straw would no doubt want to extend the 
scope of the policy ia both directions. Liam Gallagheris 25. And Mr Straw 
has already proposed a curfew on under-10s, combined with national home- 
work norms and state-sponsored bedtime guidelines. 

Perhaps the Government should consider other approaches. In his in- 
terview. the Home Secretary said: “Some men find it really very difficult 
to cope with the fact that women are now increasingly on an equal foot- 
ing ... They try to cope with that by acting the goat, by being the fool.” 
The implication of that is that the blame for Liam’s antics lies with Patsy 
Kcnsil (notes for judges: she is Mrs Liam Gallagher). Well, perhaps on 
reflection and after a thorough and wide-ranging review Mr Straw will con- 
clude that the Women (Second Class Citizens) (Restoration) Act would 
not be the ideal answer. 

Equally, ministers should hesitate before blaming television. Mr Straw 
himself admitted he found Men Behaving Badly “entertaining”. And car- 
toons, after decades of a very bad press, were exonerated by a study pub- 
lished (his week. It concluded that boys tend to watch different kinds, 
preferring action dramas such as Street Sharks and Batman. But as any- 
ne who had actually watched these morally didactic tales would know, 
icy arc pretty harmless. 

No, when it comes to tackling the tangled undergrowth of causation 
linking anti-social male behaviour, poverty and exclusion, there is no al- 
ternative to the Home Secretary's patient and rather boring list of detailed 
nitiatives, from the moment he inherited the home affairs brief from his 
fellow social moralist Mr Blair in 1994, Mr Straw has worked on the nitty 
pitty of what really matters on the ground. Problem families on problem 
estates; co-operation between police, courts, councils, schools, social work- 
.15. charities, churches; and a shift in the focus of public debate to how 
arailies work - boys, bedtimes and parenting, rights and responsibilities. 

Much of this is earnest and unglamorous politics, but bis grasp of these 
Jifficult issues explains why the Home Secretary has been one of the un- 
rtpecicd stars of the new Labour administration. 


F 


Children’s right to 


privacy is paramount 


MEANWHILE, as just one erampteofThe PwWeni WifoBqys,ftfeixoticeabte 
fxai parents these days are often as afraid for their sons as for their dangb- 
bts, because teenage boys are more likely to be assaulted by others in die 
(meet. Indeed, one such incident was reported prominently yesterday. 

A 14-year-old boy and bis friend were set upon outside their school by 
ve older boys, thought to be from another school. The boy was bruised 
nd scratched, but otherwise all right. So why was this minor incident the 
ont-page lead story in The Express and a front-page “exclusive” in The 
un ? Simply because the boy's father is famous. And what did the editors 
f these papers sign up to just four months ago, in response to public con- 
:m about invasions of privacy after Princess Diana's death? A Code of 
onduct solemn, binding and positively the last chance for press self-reg- 
ation. “Where material about the private life of a chflds published there 
lust be justification for publication other than the fame, notoriety or position 
f his or her parents or guardian," the Code says. Further. “I°n cases in- 
dying children, editors must demonstrate an exceptional public interest 
a override the normally paramount interests of the child." 

The child's father does not want to file a complaint with the Press Com- 
aints Commission. But why should he have to complain? Where is Lord 
hkeham, the PCC’s chairman? The tune has come for someone else to 
y to make self-regulation work. Otherwise, Parliament will have to acL 




PICTURE OF THE DAY 



Twin iambs born three days ago are watched over by Bart the sheepdog at Wimpole Hall, Cambridgeshire. The farm at the hall is open to the public over the 
weekend, from Ham until 4pm. Photograph: Brian Harris 


House-moving hell 


LETTERS 


But is it art? 


IN VIEW of your leader (“End the 
agony of moving house", 5 March), 
may I assure your readers that the 
Royal Institution of Chartered Sur- 
veyors wDJ not seek to obstruct any 
innovation in relation to the house- 
buying process which is in the best 
interests of buyers and sellers? On 
the contrary it has published an anti- 
gazumping and gazundering agree- 
ment and is participating 
constructively as a member of the 
government steering committee 
overseeing research into the causes 
of delay. 

Lenders are primarily concerned 
with die security of the loans they 
choose co make. Of course chartered 
surveyors are happy to provide the- 
inspection and valuation reports 
they require, but we accept that 
where this ratio of loan to value is 
dearly relatively low they may not 
need a valuation. 

The RICS. lenders and the Con- 
sumers Association have, however, 
long been concerned to advise 
prospective purchasers that they 


Post letters to Letters to tfie Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail: letters@independerU.co.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


should not rely on the mortgage val- 
uation report as the basis of their de- 
cisions to buy. As Jeff Howell 
(“Mortgage leaders may drop sur- 
veys” 5 March) makes dear, most 
have not taken that advice. If in fu- 
ture they are not going to have to 
bear the cost of a mortgage valua- 
tion they may be willing -and would 
certainly be wise - to put that sav- 
ing towards obtaining independent 
advice in the form of the RICS/ISVA 
Homebuyer Survey and Valuation 
Service or a budding survey. 

The institution, along with the 
IS VA and NAEA has, at the Gov- 
ernment’s request, agreed to review 
the option that a report on each 
second-hand property be made avail- 
able to all interested parties at the 
time it is put on the market. This, 
along with public access to prioespaid 
in recent sales, would allow prospec- 
tive purchasers to make an informed 
decision, reduce subsequent with- 
drawals, delays and renegotiation. 
PETER McKENDRICK 


lished a book Metal of Dishonor on 
the subject. 

Wbaf is true is that, by and large, 
the media has shown little interest 
in reporting the suffering of the Iraqi 
people - despite the fact that our gov- 
ernment is in large part responsible 
for its continuation. I hope the 
front-page headline (“Iraqi children 
are dying — you can save them”, 6 
March) doesn’t give people the false 
impression -that by sending money to 
your appeal they can have any seri- 
ous impact on this suffering. If they' 
really want to help they should or- 
ganise within their local communi- 
ties to put pressure on the 
Government to change its immoral 
policy. 

GABRIEL CARLYLE 
Junior Research Fellow 
Magdalen College 
Oxford 


President, 

Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors 


ROBERT FISK gave a graphic and 
moving account of the appalling 
medical conditions in Iraq and the' 
desperate plight of ordinary Iraqis 
who are suffering as a result of the 
sanctions imposed after the Gulf 
War. Despite statements to the con- 
trary both food and medicines are 
covered by the sanctions regime. 
Many common medicines are dis- 
barred because of their “potential use 
in the production of arms”. Dispos- 
able hypodermic syringes are not al- 
lowed, nor are very many common 
medicines for the treatment of heart 
disease and cancer. A recent trip to 
Iraq by voluntary workers carrying 
vital medidnes had many medical 
supplies impounded by British cus- 
toms. No medidnes can be sent with- 
out an export licence from the 
Government which takes at least 6 
months to obtain. How can we pos- 
sibly continue to support the impo- 
sition of sanctions that are resulting 


in deaths and human misery on an 
apocalyptic scale in the name of 
world peace and human rights? 

Sanctions are the modem 
■ weapon of mass destruction and are 
being applied to finish the job start- 
ed by the massive bombardment of 
Iraq in 1991. If such a b om ba r d m ent 
were applied to senshive sites in this 
counttysudjasRfftDoDowsandAl- 
deanastoo, SeQafield and the pletho- 
ra of militaiy bases on our islands we 
too would be suffering from the fatt- 
out caused. • 

Let us not forget that our arse- 
nal of weapons of mass destruction 
is far more diverse and formidable 
than those in any Hurd Wsild coun- 
try and quite plainly are a far greater 
threat to other nations since they 
have ben used to such great effect 
upon Iraq. Those who wish to donate 
small or large amounts to charities 
to send food and medidnes to relieve 
the suffering in Iraq should at the 
same time and, more importantly, be 
demanding the lifting of sanctions to 
end tins genoridal attack upon in- 
nocent and helpless human beings. 
STEPHANIE AL-WAHID 
London 


Porn on the Internet 


a rating system can exist without ser- 
vice providers, owners of semch «>- 
gmes,coil^esandworkplacesusmg 
such a system to screen material be- 
fore users get the opportunity to de- 
cide for themselves. 

V. The IWF also claims that foe pro- 
posed system is primarily aimed at 
parents. As parents we have a duty 
to protect children from the nastier 
aspecd ofUfe butwe also have a duty 
not to stick our heads in the sand. 
How can we make informed judge- 
ment about material we never get to 
see and may never even know exists? 

In the virtual wodd offered by the 
IWF. users will even be protected 
from differences of opinion. The 
proposed scheme contains a category 
covering “intolerant” views of 
groups defined by gender, race, 
sexual orientation, nationality and 
so on. 

Had we had access to such a sys- 
tem in recent weeks we would pre- 
sumably have been blisrfully unaware 
of the US and UK’s threats of mfli- 
taxy action against Iraq or Chris 
Patten’s views of the Chinese gov- 
ernment expressed in his new book. 
JASON BURTON 
KmfpUm-upon-Thomes 
Surrey - 


POLITICIANS and commentators 
alike have congratulated Internet 
Which Re nidation on th eir w a r against 
digital pom, in particular child pom 
(“Bam images seized”, 4 March). 

In their rep ort on Internet Con- 
tent Rating the IWF claim not only 
to be enemies of the poraograpber 
but also to be defenders of free 
speech. By enabling users the choice 
to screen out distasteful or offensive 
material, so the argument goes, there 
will be Jess need for governments to 
regulate the Internet Personally, I do 
not believe far one moment that wh 


Student fees 


IN your report (“Lords impose de- 
feat”, 3 March) of the debate in the 
Lords on Student Fees you said that 
Lord Gtenamara fifed Short) and the 
Earl of Longford voted against the 
Government on the amendment 
that was carried ty 143 to 102. In fact, 
on that amendment, Lord Glena- 
. tnara abstained and Lord Longford 
voted with the Government • 
DENIS CARTER 
Government Chief Whip 
House of Lords 


Iraq legacy 


WITHOUT wishing to detract from 
Robert Fisk’s excellent reports from 
Iraq I fed compelled to point out that 
the reference in your leader to 
Robert Fisk’s discovery” (“Deadly 
legacies of war”, 5 March) con- 
cerning canc» m southern Iraq is in- 
accurate. 

The possible links between, the 
use of depleted uranium (DU) ord- 
nance by the allied forces in fixe 1991 
Gulf “war” and the increase in the 
number of childhood cancers in 
Kuwait and southern Iraq have been 
known fora Jong time. Tfcusa secret 
1991 report for the United Kingdom 
Atomic Energy Authority suggested 
that there was enough DU in these 
areas to cause “500,000 potential 
deaths”. 

The report also stated that “It is 
in both the Kuwait and UK interest 
that this is not left to rear its head 
in years to come.” 

Last May the former US attorney 
general Ramsey Clark’s group. The 
International Action Carter, pub- 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


I get my own table, free this, free that I totally 
exploit it- Ben Affleck, film star, on die deference 
shown to him by Las Kgar casinos 


I was so depressed that I went to see a 
bereavement counsellor. He told me I was too 
depressed to treat - Lacy EUman, novelist 


You have to be careful with women in Britain. 
You must never say, ‘Are you a housewife? - 
Michael Bloomberg, American businessman 


I can it demeaning and patronising when a chit of 
a gtri addresses a great-grandmother by her first 
name -Keith Waterhouse, playwright 



Keith Waterhouse; 'demeaning 1 


I would prefer it if people remembered me as 
someone who made them laugh, and was able to 
make them take life a little less seriously, no 
matter how difficult It really is - Elizabeth 
Beresford, creator of the Wombtes. 


It has become fashionable in Conservative circles 
to dismiss the entire dergy as incorrigible lefties - 
Peter Lilky. shadow Chancellor 


They chickened out and they got themselves in a 
position where they were inventing reasoos why 
they just didn’t want to publish it which were 
nonsense, leaving me in a completely impossible 
position - Rnpert Mardoch, publisher, on 
HqrperCoUins executives <md their reluctance to tell 
Chris Fatten to take his book on Hong JCong 
elsewhere 


WE WRITE on behalf of the Coun- 
cil of University Deans of Arts and 
Humanities to express our deep 
concern over the confiscation by po- 
lice of a book from the library stock 
of the University of Central Eng- 
land (“Are his pictures art?” 4 
. March). 

Following referral of Che publi- 
cation to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service has advised police that 
they have grounds both to ask the 
university to destroy their copy of 
Mapplethorpe and to instruct its 
- publishers J onathan Cape/Random 
' House to pulp all remaining copies. 
We believe that the possibility that 
the umversity may be prosecuted un- 
der the Obscene Publications Act 
if they refuse to comply represents 
an astonishing assault on academ- 
ic freedom. 

One of the main functions - and 
responsibilities - of universities is 
surely to analyse culture in an ob- 
jective and nan-judgemental way. 

Some of Robert Mapplethorpe's 
photographs are undoubtedly dis- 
turbing in their subject-matter, but 
he was a major contemporary artist- 
photographer, one whose art should 
be analysed and interrogated rather 
than censored or pulped. Further- 
more, the context in which these im- 
ages were brought to the attention 
of the police and the CPS was that 
of a serious research project; this 
alone should bear witness to the in- 
tegrity and the legality of the uni- 
versity’s position. 

We earnestly hope that no further 
- action will be taken in this case and 
that academic freedom may conse- 
quently be seen still to exist in the 
UK- There can be no doubt that if 
a prosecution does result, both the 
international standing and the in- 
tellectual and moral authority of 
British higher education will be se- 
riously damaged. 

We urge the authorities to drop 
all thought of dragging the UK and 
its universities bade into an era of 
censorship and 

Professor MICHAEL WOKTON 
Chair, CUDAH 
Dean, Faculty of Arts, 

University College London 
ANNAHINDLEY 
Arts Faculty Administrator 
University College London 


Glad to be gay 

I WAS appalled to find a large pho- 
tograph of my family in Independent 
above the headline “Glad Not lb Be 
Gay” (3 March). 

nuscouldoot be further from the 
case. Last years my queer music pro- 
gramme won gold at the Sony Ra- 
dio Awards, I performed at London 
Gay Pride -and indeed only recently 
returned from marching at Sydney's 
Gay Mardi Gras carnival parade last 
weekend. 


At next week’s Gay & Lesbian 
American Music Awards in New 
York, my latest album Having h Both 
Ways is nominated in four different 
categories. For the record, I have 
never, ever, claimed “not to be uav" 
and my 2&-year commitment to les- 
biM/gay/beexual politics remains 
undiminished. 

TOM ROBINSON 
London SW 18 
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^est in peace? Today's spooks 
dont stand the ghost of a chance 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 


Some take the view 
that spectral infestation 
is as serious a problem 
as blocked drains. They 
may well be right 

ARE YOU sitting comfortably? No? Good. 
Because i want to teH you a ghost story. Only, 
this isn't a story; it’s really true. I heard it 
from The Daily Telegraph. 

Once upon a time in 1993 in the county 
of Derbyshire, a joiner called Andrew 
Smith, his wife Josie and their children, 
moved into a beautiful country cottage, in 
the village of Upper Mayfield, for which they 
paid £44,000. At first the Smiths were very 
happy. They spent a lot on decorating 
Lowes Cottage (that was its name) and were 
very pleased with the results. 

But then thin g? started to go wrong. The 
Smiths began to feel that there was some- 
one in the bouse besides themselves. Objects 
moved around of their own accord. Mr Smitfi 
became aware of an “evil presence". Then, 
one dark night, Mrs Smith awoke to find her- 
self being throttled by invisible hands. 

Since then there have been periods 
when the temperature has suddenly 
dropped, there are inexplicable putrid 


to be “touched" in die night. All of which 
arc, of course, also symptoms of a gastric flu 
outbreak in a young femfly. Or, more like- 
ly, thought the Smiths, of the existence of 
unquiet spirits. • 

This feeling was vindicated when the af- 
flicted joiner made enquiries among older 
villagers. What he dftcowredmade him both 
angry and frightened. The house bad a ter- 
rible history indeed. A milkmaid bad ap- 
parently died after being locked in the cellar 
(a terrible fate, but one alarmingly common 
in the 16th and 17tb centuries according to 
ghost watchers). And a young boy had - it 
was reputed - banged himself from the 
rafters. 

It was obvious to Andrew and Josie that 
Nelly and Satchaverel (as I like to think of 
them) were doomed to roam the scene of 
their deaths, revenging themselves on the liv- 
ing. It also occurred to the haunted couple 

that someone could -someone should -have 


warned them about the dangers of Lowes 
Cottage. 

They sought advice from their solicitor. 
Stephen Savage. His advice was unequivo- 
cal. “The principle is femfliax,” he said. Tt's 
the same as if the vendor did not declare 
faulty centra] hearing or drain. If the Smiths 
had known about the cottage’s history, they 
would not have bought ft.” This week a coun- 
ty court judge granted the Smiths leave to 
pursue a dvil claim for the return of their 
money. 

Actually, of course, this is not so much 
a ghost stray as a parallel univesse story. The 
Smiths claim to believe in a world in which 
an estate agents blurb might run thus: “De- 
lightfully aspected sttngnn. Sunny, s facing 
gdn. 2 ambient ghsts, 1 jxgexst (upstra only), 
lge bthrxn w btb, shwr and wraith. Guest 
doaknn with hugng chid apprtn. Reduced 
because of dry-rot and curse imposed by war- 
lock from Buxton." And in which boose ven- 
dor hang over haff-doors, look prospective 
buyers in the eye and mutter “don* ee come 
here, young master! Nelly be restless with 
young ’uns about!” 

The local council snot sympathetic, re- 
fusing to rehouse the Smiths. “The official 
told us that in the council’s eyes a house is 
npt unfit for habitation just because there 
is a ghost in it," Angie told the Telegraph. 

So could the Smiths actually win their 
case? (I bet their lawyer won’t take it on a 
no win. no fee basis.) Will, ft depends on 
how many others dwell on their parallel 
plane. For a start theyVe got a vicar on then- 
side, the Rev Peter Mockford, who has vis- 
ited the cottage on a number of occasions 
to bless its zooms (“2nd bdrm, 11x5, erdx 
& grlc hook, blssd by chcb”). He was so 
alarmed that he advised the Smiths to leave 
Lowes Cottage over Halloween for fear of 
“evil forces building up". 

And is it so impossible that they might 
find themselves in front of a parallel jury, 
12 good persons and true, who watch and 
believe every word of Carol Vorderman’s 
Mysteries on BBC1 and br Strange But True 
on ITV? Folk who nod at the mention of 
tbe word “poltergeist" and whose only 
question is “what kind: spent or moaning?" 
They may well take tbe view that spectral 
infestation is as real and as urgent a prob- 
lem as blocked drams (which, from the 
Smith’s description, it so much resembles). 
In fact many of them might prefer the 
drains. 

A parallel judge may preside (after all, 
if you accept Masonic ritual, does the idea 
of moving ectpplaanseem so farfetched?). 
Evidence could be given by the small army 
of psychic investigators, geopathic imagers, 
Feng Shuists, theosophists, new age vicars, 
crystal strokers, astrologers, druids, Ufolo- 
gists, necromancers, dowsers and aro- 
matherapists who now stalk Britain, seeking 
the spiritual dimension. Witnesses galore 
could be found to testify to the ghostly at- 
mosphere of Lowes Cottage , and - if nec- 
essary - to recount their own tales of aKen 
abduction, communion with the dead and 
previous incarnations. 

So, is it so unbelievable that the Smiths 
might indeed win their claim, and get back 
the £41,000 they paid to Susan Melbourne, 
who soki Lowes Cottage, and who chums that 
she grew up there without experiencing any 
moaning milkmaids or pendant lads? I 
mean, who could believe that? 

Nobody perhaps. But the reader 
-whichever of the two universes he or she 
inhabits - might care to reflect on this: Be- 
fore the Smiths brou^it their case, they were 
themselves- by strange coincidence -bring 
sued by Mrs Melbourne. You see, the orig- 
inal price of the house was £44,000. But the 
Smiths have still not paid £3,000 of this. Riur 
years after having moved in. Spooky, eh? 


Beautiful or not, we should never 
surrender to the image police 


Scorn the squeamish 
and let even those 
with the unstylish 
look be seen, 
says Trevor Phillips 


SORRY, but Fna with Rupert 
Murdoch. There are certain 
things that ought not to be al- 
lowed into print. Mr Murdoch 
is, I think, showing a proper re- 
spect for the feelings of certain 
groups of senior citizens in the 
Republic of China by protect- 
ing them from the contents of 
nhrk Patten’s memoirs. Who 
knows what health risks there 
might be in exposure to criti- 
cism? After all, the poor dears 
aren’t used to ft. At the very 
least, some publications should 
cany a health warning, or the 
legend “THIS BOOK CON- 
TAINS DANGEROUS 
THOUGHTS” or some such. 
Or, in (be case of the London 
Evening Standard two days ago, 

• there mi gh t be an age certifi- 
cate, rather like a honor movie. 

Jocdytme Wfldenstem - the 
Bride of Wfldenstein as she 
should be known- is an awful 
warning of the dangers of cos- 
metic surgery. This is the lady 
who claimed that she bad been 
so pampered by her billionaire 
husband that she did not know 
how to boQ water or to make 
toast After finding her husband 
in bed with a young woman at 
the family’s New York home, 
she sued for divorce and this 
week found herself on the right 
. end of a maintenance order, 
which win give her an allowance 
of more than a million pounds 
a year, a chateau outside Paris 
and a huge ranch in Kenya. 
What her husband won’t have 
to pay for - and there is justice 
in this- is the regular cosmet- 
ic surgery that Mis Wildenstein 
indulges in, rather as other 
women have their legs waxed. 
What no one seems to have 
shared with her is tbe fact that 
the operations have left herwith ‘ 
the kind of face normally found 
on the side of medaeival cathe- 
drals. She is now a grotesque. 

She is also a great newspa- 
per story, and she knows it. Mrs 
Wildenstein evidently does not 
know that her cosmetic surgeon 
has the most bizarre sense of hu- 
mour in New York; she is so 
proud of his work that she pro- 
vides puHkafy material posed in 
classic sex-kitten mode. 

A splendid example ap- 
peared in Thursdays Standard, 
on page three (where else?); 
and coming upon it unpre- 
pared, would have left readers 
gasping. If the newspaper’s ed- 
itor, in a fit of liberal generos- 
ity allowed bis staff to run such 
pictures he should at least have 
the deceocy to put a warning oa 
tbe front page, just as radio pro- 
ducers must run a warning 



In the eye of the beholden Picasso^ ‘Woman With a Hat* 


about strong language ahead of 
their programmes, or television 
companies do in the case of dis- 
turbing images. There could 
have been a small box that told 
us that Page Three carries an 
image, that make cause dis- 
tress to children and people of 
a sensitive disposition. I would 
have turned straight to pages 
four and five, since this de- 
scribes me precisely. 

You may say that people in 
glass houses should not throw 
stones. Parr enough; but com- 
plain when you see my face to 
those for whom I work. You 
could also argue that beauty is 
in tbe eye of the beholder and 
that I am promoting a pro- 
foundly lookist viewpoint. I re- 
ject the charge; I can claim 
enough bouts on the front line 
against prejudice of various 
kinds not to have to answer to 
the charge of bigotry. I would, 
however, acknowledge that tbe 
sort of scheme I have in mind 
would be hard to police. 

The judgement about who is 
truly frightening would un- 
doubtedly be subjective. For ex- 
ample, I gather the popular vote 
would pat Robin Cook and An- 
drew NeD on tbe radio, but not 
TV; I don’t see why myself. Yet 


I have never quite understood 
how ITV was allowed to expose 
children to the vast and men- 
acing bulk of Roger Cook be- 
fore the watershed. 

There are good reasons why 
we should sometimes be con- 
fronted with non-standard fea- 
tures. I would also argue that 
beauty cannot be reduced to a 
pure matter of the right kind of 
skin, symmetrical features or 
any combination of hair, lips 
and eyes, it is also a matter of 
feel In Simon Weston, the sol- 
dier who suffered multiple 
burns in the Falklands conflict, 
we can see the nobility and 

courage in his wrecked face and 
body; the reconstruction work 
be bas undergone have added 
to our admiration for him. 

This is not about standard 
norms; it is about fitness for 
purpose. 

Perhaps tbe way to deal with 
this is to do what governments 
always do with ticklish issues 
about whidi the public cares; es- 
tablish a quango. It could be 
called the Public Acceptability 
Commission, and it could have 
an Ugliness Code which defines 
who should be allowed to ap- 
pear in which media, with or 
without warnings. It would have 


Bridge man Art Library 


the same status as the CRE or 
tbe.EOG and have some re- 
sponsibility for ensuring that 
people were not alarmed by un- 
warranted ugliness, whilst en- 
suring that there was no 
unjustified discrimination 
against the facially challenged. 

It would be a difficult job. 
TV is a medium whose princi- 
pal purpose is to entertain. 
Does that mean that TV pro- 
ducers should be allowed to dis- 
criminate against the facially 
challenged? If not, what excuse 
would there be to turn down 
Martin Amis as presenter of 
book programmes? Some peo- 
ple, for example are said to have 
feces perfect for radio, but the 
public confounds the rankings 
a gain and a gain- So much has 
been said about Anne Widde- 
oombe that you would imagine 
that she should be a prime can- 
didate for gargoyle stakes; yet 
she ft now emerging as tbe Cud- 
dly Party’s pin-up, with her 


own TV show. On the other 
hand, there is Peter Mandelson, 
who is undeniably good-look- 
ing, charming , and as 1 have re- 
ported before, good with 
children, yet has become the fig- 
ure with whom some parents 
(admittedly mostly Labour 
MPs) frjgbten their unruly off- 
spring. He himself acknowl- 
edged as much at the What The 
Papers Say awards last week. 
Despite his success in getting us 
to vole for his boss, his media 
appearances merely scum to 
turn people against him. The 
putative Public Acceptability 
Commission would be forced tc 
Issue a non-appearance notice 
against Mandelson, whilst pro- 
moting Widdccorabc as an ex- 
ample of the way in which tiu 
facially challenged can overonn 
prejudice and discrimination. 

My own reputation has beet 
immeasurably damaged by tin 
several attempts that I havi 
made to get the political class 
es not to be prejudiced agains 
those who seem less than cud 
dly on TV. My efforts on bchaf 
of the Minister Without Port 
folio should have been seen a 
just another unpopular caus» 
championed by someone ad 
dieted to causes. Instead it ha 
given rise to a rumour that 
hope to enter politics as . 
Mandelson protegti. Beside 
the feet that this is simply no 
true, would anyone with any se 
rious ambition really assodat 
themselves with someone wh* 
needs the protection of fee Put 
lie Appearance Commission? 
think not. 

Finally : a public service ar 
no uncement- As it happens, 
do have one political ambitio 
- to gpt a massive turnout in tb 
London referendum on 7 Ma; 
But as my friends at Ope ratio 
Black Vote reminded us ye: 
terday. many young people an 
people from ethnic aunoritk 
don’t register to vote - in soro 
areas a majority exdude then 
selves from democracy. If Loi 
don had its own gaveramen 
not only would it get the ci 
moving, it would make the jc 
of covering the capital's politii 
interesting again. So, make n 
day. 

Tbe deadline to register 
20 March. I'll remind you whk 
way to vote nearer the time. 


Now that’s what I call equality of opportunity 



LESLEY 

RIDDOCH 


The Noah's Ark 
principle Labour is 
using to select 
candidates for the 
Scottish Parliament 
could transform 
British politics 


AX LONG last someone’s no- 
ticed. And Scotswomen have 
the much-maligned Deny 
Irvine to thank. 

Before the headline grab- 
bing Lord Chancellor’s leaked 
memo this week, few realised 
Scottish Labour are about to do 
something revohitionaiy about 
gender balance at the ballot box 
fewer understood it and 

even fewer cored. 

In feet twinning -or pairing • 

as Labour describe it to avoid . 

association with junketing 
councils -could transform UK 
politics. And a change of that 
magnitude shouldn’t emerge 
surreptitiously as part of a 
grudging deal with the Mon- 
suous Regiment - it should be 
debated and won- Until Denys 
leaked memo that was looking 
unlikely. 

Somehow it’s okay to give 
schools exam targets, okay to 
have the army target ^dcre- 

enuts. okay for Oxbn<^«^ 
leges to target comprehenaw 
pimils, but not okay to force tbe 

pUce of change for women 
where it really matters . . . at fee 

^ ofpublic ^Sl 

The last time gender balance ml 

1994 when 
5c jebsoc indoarial BitamjJ 
ruled Labour's wo men- mfr 
shortlists illegal- a 

asssSjass 

before it delivered fee bulk or 




memo 

gave 

women 

something 

to thank 

him for 


Labour’s successful female can- 
didates for tbe 1997 general 
election- The aggrieved Mr 
Jebson disappeared without 
trace. 

Twinning doesn’t mean pos- 
itive discrimination for women 
- it delivers fairness for both 
Working on the Noah’s 
Ark principle, the 72 Scottish 
constituencies are paired - by 
location and winnabflity. So 
for example Dunfermline West 

and Dunfermline East will have 
one joint selection procedure 
feom which two people will be 
chosen - the most popular 


male and female candidates. It’s 
as simple as that. Despite the 
Lord Irvine row there is ab- 
solutely no doubt the Scottish 
Labour Party will go ahead 
with twinning. Tbe only unre- 
solved detail is how fee suc- 
cessful man and woman decide 
who gets which seat 

Twinning gives both sews an 
equal chance everywhere, 
which means a disgruntled man 
would have a hard time prov- 
ing dftcriminatkjn in the courts. 
He would have to prove two 
thing s - that be was a better 
candidate for the job and that 


being a candidate is fee same 
as having a job in the first 
place. 

Why then all tbe fuss this 
week about the threat of legal 
challenge? 

Tb an extent Labour is reap- 
ing the harvest it sowed when 
it failed to appeal against the 
earlier Jebson ruling. 

Public opinion is stiH suspi- 
cious of positive discrimination 
in the workplace. British law, al- 
most alone m Europe, does not 
allow it Until recently that 
hostility was mirrored al fee Eu- 
ropean Court of Justice. But last 
year ft ruled laws correcting his- 
toric inequalities between the 
sexes didn’t infringe its Equal 
Treatment Directive. The 
Treaty of Amsterdam, signed by 
Britain, also contains a clause 
permitting positive action. In 
short Britain is out of step. Al- 
most every other developed 
country in the world has more 
women in government- almost 
all have used mechanisms to 
achieve that. 

Every dlite thinks it has the 
intelligence and sense of fair- 
ness not to done itself - but 
without a conscious effort every 
flite does just that And even- 
tually the lack of diverse 
thought and experience stifles 
creativity and renders even well 
meaning policies impracticable. 
Scotland is going to have a new 
parliamen t -afresh start. Once 
MPs have been chosen ft will be 
very difficult to challenge them. 


Consider a minute. This pow- 
erful and non U-turn prone 
government has been forced to 
consider amending the Sex Dis- 
crimination Act to try to pre- 
vent another hostile and 
doubtless career-ending legal 
challenge from an angry man. 
Does anyone really believe 
$ucb men will meekfy make way 
for women on a voluntary 
basis? 

For those who complain 


Twinning doesn’t 
mean positive 
discrimination for 
women. It means 
fairness for 
both sexes’ 


feat 101 Labour women haven’t 
exactly transformed the Com- 
mons into a feminist Nirvana, 
that’s true. And (he only answer 
is more women. Evidence from 
Scandinavia suggests male be- 
lief systems aren’t even chal- 
lenged until at least a third of 
fee legislation are female. 

Scotland can transform its 
RabC Nesbitt image in 1999 by 
raising the public status of 
women. If it doesn't, many 
Scots will conclude they’ve 

been sold a pup. 


THE INSIDE STORY OF 
PATTEN’S RELATIONSHIP 
WITH CHINA 


THE LAST 
GOVERNOR! 

CHRIS PATTEN & THE HANDOVER OF 

HONG KONG 



JONATHAN 

DIMBLEBY 


‘I have always been a bit 
negative about him’ 

RUPERT MURDOCH 

‘Remarkable ... contains 
allegations against British 
Ministers and officials as 
astonishing as anything in 
recent imperial history’ 
Simon Jenkins, THE TIMES 

Available al bookshops 
or hy calling 0181 324 5515 
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Pearson cuts its losses 
and dumps Mindscape 


By Andrew Yates 

Ffearson, the Financial Tunes to 
Madame TLssaud’s media con- 
glomerate, yesterday drew a 
line under one of the most dis- 
astrous deals in its history by 
selling Mindscape, its trou- 
bled software group. Mind- 
scape has cost Pearson a total 
of nearly £260 tn, including 
around £48m of operating loss- 
es and a £212m loss on disposal 
of the business. 

The acquisition of Mind- 
scape is widely recognised in 
the City as being one of the 
worst corporate acquisitions 
this decade. It has been a se- 
vere embarrassment to Pear- 
son almost from the first day 
it was purchased in April 1994. 
It made a s mall profit that year 
but plunged into the red in 
1995 and made a loss of 
£45.5m in the following 12 
months. 

Analysts believe the dire 
performance of Mindscape 
contributed to the downfall of 
Frank Barlow and Michael 
Blakenham, Pearson’s former 
managing director and chair- 
man respectively. 

The sale is the most signif- 
icant corporate move so far by 
Marjorie Scardino, Pearson’s 
new chief executive, who has 
been handed the daunting task 
of radically reshaping a group 
which has been criticised as be- 
ing a sprawling empire of dis- 
parate media interests. She has 
now raised £500m from dis- 
posals since her arrival in Jan- 
uary last year. 

Mindscape is being sold 
for $150m (£91m) to The 
Learning Company, a US soft- 
ware publisher. News of the 
sale helped Pearson shares 
rise 24p to hit an all-time high 
of 943p as investors sighed with 
relief that the business had fi- 
nally been sold. 

Analysts pointed out that 
Frank Barlow was instrumen- 


tal in buying Mindscape and its 
spectacular failure was a severe 
dent to his credibility in the 
City. “It was Barlow that 
forced through this deal and it 
probably contributed to the rug 
being pulled from bis feet at 
Pearson,” said on analyst. 

Pearson bought Mindscape 
to give it a foothold in the CD- 
Rom market. It paid $462m for 
the original business, but made 
a number of subsequent ac- 
quisitions which brought the 
total cost to S503m (£3 05m). 
The idea was to exploit Mind- 
scape’s technology and Pear- 
son’s existing publishing 
strengths to develop new titles 
and video games But the ex- 


periment quickly turned soar. 
Despite optimistic predictions 
of huge growth, the CD -Rom 
market flopped. Consumer 
demand was lack lustre and a 
flood of new titles onto the 
market lead to prices being 
slashed, with competitors 
launching a ferocious battle for 
shelf space. Mindscape also 
suffered from having more 
than its fair share of out of 
date technology. A large 
amount of its business was 
based on supplying software 
for cartridge based games and 
it was slow to embrace the shift 
in consumer demand for per- 
sonal computers. 

However, since clocking up 


Pearson's problem purchase 

April 1994 

Pearson buys The Software Toolworks Company for 
$462m and renames ft Mindscape. 

1995 

Subsequent acquisfflons bring the total cost of 
Mindscape up to S503m. 

March 199S 

Pearson armounces that Mindscape made a proft of just 
£2.9m for the group in 1994 

March 1996 

Pearson admfls that Mindscape made a loss of £6.9m 
in 1995 

October 1998 

Pearson announces that Rank Bartow, managing director 
and Lord Blakenham, chairman are to stand down 

January 1997 

Rank Bartow retires to be replaced by Marjorie Scardino, 
Ihe fast female chief executive of a FTSE-100 company 

March 1997 

Pearson announces that Mindscape lost £455m for the 
group in 1996 

May 1997 

Lord Blakenham leaves the group after a career on the 
group's board spanning 27 years 

Jaauary1998 

Rank Bartow knighted « New Years honours fist far his 
services to the metfa industry 

March 1998 

Mindscape is sold foi$^5Qin (£91m) to/The Leantog 

v • . 

Company, a US SQthra(j£puMsher. 


a huge loss in 1996, Mind- 
scape’s management have 
managed to turn the business 
around. It actually made a 
small profit of £1.6m in 1998, 
despite having made a loss of 
£15m in the first half of the 
year. 

Pearson is understood to 
have been keen to sell the busi- 
ness for some time but with 
losses mounting it was difficult 
to find anybody remotely in- 
terested in the business. How- 
ever, the return to profit gave 
it the group a chance to recoup 
at least some of its purchase 
price. 

Mindscape currently pro- 
duces titles such as Mavis Bea- 
con Th aches Typing, The 
Complete National Geo- 
graphic and Chessm aster. 

Ms Scardino has enthusi- 
astically set about reforming 
the media empire since her ar- 
rival in January last year, 
launching a £100m expansion 
of the FT and selling off some 
of the worst performing busi- 
nesses. 

And in her biggest acquisi- 
tion to date Pearson purchased 
All American Communica- 
tions, producer of the Bay- 
watch series, last October for 
$373m and disposals will give 
Pearson more financial dout to 
make further substantial ac- 
quisitions. Ms Scardino 
- pledged last year to double the 
share price of the group by the 
year 2002. 

Ms Scardino said: “The 
team at Mindscape have done 
a fine job in turning around its 
perfor man ce over the last year. 
But Mindscape is always going 
to be worth significantly more 
to a company like The Learn- 
ing Company than it ever will 
be to Pearson. 

“Its disposal enables ns to 
concentrate our resources on 
the media businesses where we 
build market-leading po- 
sitions.” 



Marjorie Scardino; Her most significant corporate move 



^The team at 
Mindscape have 
done a fine job in 
turning around its 
performance over 
the last year. 
Mindscape is 
always going 
to be worth 
significantly more 
to a company 
like The Learning 
Company than it 
ever will be 
to Pearson ? 

- March 1998 


*Th e Software 
Toolworks repre- 
sents a marvel- 
lous opportunity 
...to bring on 
board richly 
talented people 
whose skilfs I 
believe will make 
a difference to 
Pearson in many 
areas of our 
growing media 
business * 

- March l%94 


Lord Blakenham: Deal may have led to his departure 


Bank looks abroad 
in search for new 
monetary talent 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


THE Bank of En gland h as 
been forced to cast its net wider 
and look abroad in its search for 
economists and financial spe- 
cialists to help it in its mission 
to keep inflation on target and 
guarantee the UK’s financial 
stability. The necessary talents 
to satisfy the new demand for 
economic expertise created by 
Gordon Brown’s decision last 
May to grant the Bank its 
operational independence are 
in short supply in this country. 

In a prominent full-page 
advertisement in the latest issue 
of The Economist magazine the 

Bank calls for applications from 
experts in a vride range of areas, 
from monetary theory to coun- 
try risk analysis. It offers suc- 
cessful candidates “an unrivalled 
opportunity to influence the 
monetary policy debate”. 

The search for new talent 
reflects ihe change in the Bank’s 
activities. Although if lost its 
Tanking supervision arm, it 
gained sole responsibility for Lut- 
ing the inflation target set by 
he Chancellor, putting a new 
Trcmium on the qualify of its 
nflation forecasting. 

The trouble is that the UK 


suffers from a shortage of high- 
ly trained economists. Unlike 
their US, Italian and Spanish 
counterparts, British universi- 
ties produce relatively few grad- 
uates with higher degrees. 
Those who do gain Master’s 
degrees or doctorates are more 
often tempted by the larger 
salaries they can command in 
investment banking. 

Mr Brown himself opted to 
appoint two foreign-bom econ- 
omists to the Bank of England’s 
Monetary Policy Committee - 
Willem Buiter and DeAnne 
Julius - although both are long- 
standing UK residents. 

The Government Economic 
Service, which provides econo- 
mists to Whitehall departments 
including the Tbeasury, has had 
difficulty in recruiting enough 
suitably qualified candidates. 

Its new recruits are usually 
taken fresh from their first 
degrees and given further train- 
ing, but many later succumb to 
the lure of City banks eager to 
hire people with some policy 
experience. 

The Bank, which operates a 
separate recruitment scheme, is 
looking for economists with at 
least a Master’s degree, or an- 
alysts frexn the finanrial markets 
for its financial stability wing. 



William Waldegrave finds a berth as director at Kleinwort 


By John Willcock 


Waldegrave: His political 
contacts will be an asset 


William ^feldegrave, chief sec- 
retary to the Treasury until los- 
ing his seat in the election last 
May, to is join Dresdner Klein- 
wort Benson full time as a di- 
rector in the investment bank's 
corporate finance division. 

He will concentrate on UK 
corporate clients when be starts 
work at tbe bank’s City offices 
on 30 March. A spokesman for 
the German-owned bank re- 
fused to say how much the for- 
mer MP for Bristol West would 
be paid. He will be on a one- 
year rolling contract. 


Observers reckon Mr 
Waldegrave will be valuable to 
the bank through his contacts 
in Whitehall, Westminster, the 
City and boardrooms across 
corporate Britain. Kleinwort 
has always prided itself on its 
political contacts. It woo many 
of the first big privatisation 
mandates in the 1980s, includ- 
ing that of British Ttelecom. 
David dementi, for instance, 
the former head of corporate fi- 
nance at Wemwort, was last year 
made deputy Governor of the 
Bank of England 

The Right Honourable 
William Waldegrave comes 


from a Tbry political family 
and was educated at Eton, Ox- 
ford and Harvard. Elected a 
member of Ail Souls, his first 
political job was as political sec- 
retary to Edward Heath as 
Prime Minister and Leader of 
the Opposition in 1973-5. 

He also acted as assistant to 
Lord Weinstock, managing di- 
rector of GEC, from 1975 to 
1981. He first entered the Cab- 
inet in 1990 as Secretary of State 
for Health, and rose to Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury five 
years later. He was on holiday 
yesterday and unavailable for 
comment A Dresdner Klein- 


wort Benson spokesman moved 
to quash any suspicions that Mr 
Whldegrave may have ever been 
in a position to direct privati- 
sation work towards Kleinwort 
when be was in government 
“The Financial Secretary to 
the Treasury would have dealt 
with Privatisations; he (WhJ de- 
grave) never had anything to do 
with that,’' said the spokesman. 

Kleinwort says it is growing 
its corporate finance business. 
It is just started advising Gal- 
laghers, the US giant, and al- 
ready deals .with Endesa in 
Spain and Gazprom, the world's 
biggest gas company, in Russia. 


Glaxo 
drops its 
plans for 
a hostile 

SB bid 

By Andrew Yates 


Glaxo Wellcome has decided 
against launching a nfl premi- 
um hostile bid for Smith Kline 
Beecham. It has ruled out the 

takeover attempt after being un- 
able to muster enough support 
for the deal from its institutional 
shareholders. Glaxo's move is 
tbe final nail in the coffin for 
what would have been the 
biggest corporate deal in history 
and created by far the largest 
drugs group in the world. Glaxo 
is now preparing to tell advis- 
ers to call off bid preparations. 

Glaxo began canvassing 
shareholders about a hostile 
deal after tofts with SmithKline 
broke down two weeks ago. Its 
move came in response to out- 
rage from shareholders after the 
merger tnlks collapsed. Share- 
holders were keen to explore 
ways of recouping some of the 
£15bn wiped from the value of 
their holdings since the merg- 
er talks crumbled. 

SmithKlinc retaliated by 
launching its own institutional 
charm offensive, stressing that 
it had a strong future as an in- 
dependent company and that its 
board was fully behind the de- 
cision by chief executive Jan 
Leschly to cal 1 off the talks. 

Several large shareholders 
are understood to have been in 
favour of a hostile bid by Glaxo. 

However, fee majority of fond 
managers have been lukewarm 
about the proposals and it be- 
came increasingly clear to 
Glaxo that the plan was be- 
coming less viable. 

Shareholders have been con- 
cerned about the prospects for 
the combined group. The main 
fear has been that fee gulf In 
management style and culture 
between Glaxo and SmithKline 
was too wide to bridge the gap, 
even if there was a dear out of 
SmithKline 's top executive 
team. A hostile bid could also 
have created up to £45bn of 
goodwill which would have de- 
pressed earnings for many 
years. “The deal is effectively 
dead. The institutions did not 
want it," said one City source. 

An institutional sharehold- 
er in Glaxo said: “There are 
growing worries that without tbe 
co-operation of both manage- 
ment teams a merger would cre- 
ate severe practical difficulties 
that we don’t want to discover 
a few years down the line." 

Another fond manger said: 
“We just want the two compa- 
nies to get on wife thing s as in- 
dependent groups. Sometimes 
these things are not meant to 
happen." 


United launches £90m compensation claim 
after pulling out of Bangkok sewerage deal 


By Michari Haffhon new bjMawswhich slowed down 

work on the contract 


UNITED Utilities yesterday 
ended its disastrous foray into 
fee sewers of Bangkok by 
pulling om of a contract to mod- 
erate toe c^s sewerage system 
and launching a compensation 
daun to recover fee £S0m it has 
lost on the deaL 

North West 'Water Interna- 
tional (NWWI), ULTs over- 
seas arm, was awarded fee 
£150m project in 1993 but 
quickly ran into trouble after tbe 
Bangkok Metropolitan Au- 
thority began to change the 
specifications and introduce 


The company made a £7m 
provision against the contract in 
1995 and then took a further 
£83m charge in 1997. Late last 
year, work was halted on fee 
scheme after the Bangkok 
authorities suspended farther 
payments to NWWL 

UU said it was confident that 
it would not have to make arty 
further provisions against the 
contract and disclosed that it 
intended to go to arbitration to 
recover its losses. It added that 
it had taken advice from senior 
construction lawyers in the UK 
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and Thailand and was confident 
feat it had a strong case. 

The project involved budd- 
ing a waste treatment works and 
a 31-mile network of sewers un- 
der fee Thai capital But the 
Bangkok authorities increased 
the specifications, asking for a 
24 per cent increase in the 
length of tunnelling and a 
tripling in fee number of man- 
hetes. New city regulations were 
also passed which restricted 
construction work to a four- 
hour period each night and 
prevented any work which 
caused “noise, vibration or 
excessive light”. 


CURRENCIES 


Reuters directors must miss out on bonuses after 
failure to hit sales targets for dealing terminals 


By Nigel Cope 

Crty Correspondent 


DIRECTORS at Reuters 
missed out on bonus payments 
last year because it faded- to 
meet internal targets for in- 
stalling its new termi- 

nals. 

Tbtal directors’ remunera- 
tion for 2997 fed by 10 percent 
as installations of fee Series 
3000 dealing systems only 
reached 28,000 after the first foil 
year of sales against a target fig- 
ure of 30,000. Bonuses were also 
affected after the group faded 
to achieve a 10 per cent growth 


in earnings per share last year. 

The details were included in 
Reuters’ animal report which 
was published yesterday. It 
showed feat five directors en- 
joyed pay increases of 6.8-17.7 
percent in a year when Reuters 
profits feD-by four per cent to 
£626m. 

Peter Job, Reuters’ chief ex- 
ecutive, saw his basic salary in- 
crease by 17.7 per cent to 
£500,000, despite the absence of 


signed from fee group's remu- 
neration committee last month, 
saw his basic salary rise by 13.5 
per cent to £185,000 last year. 

’ Reuters has been under in- 
creased pressure following an 
investigation in fee US over 
whether some of its employees 
stole data from its arch rival 
Bloomberg. 

Reuters has said it ha< no 
knowledge of illegal activity. Ri- 
vals have said that fee Reuters 


a bonus, fo toe previous year his ■ 3000 system has failed to prove 
pay was boosted by a £213,000 itself in the battle against 
bonus to £651,000. Bloomberg. b 

Reuters chairman Sir 
.Christopher Hogg, who re- 


Reuters shares dosed Up 
higher at 643p. 
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Dealing with extremes of market behaviour 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHY CALLS 
FOR FIXED 

exchange 

RATES are 
UNDERSTANDABLE 
BUT MISGUIDED 


Imagine a worid where all currencies were 
pegged one to another, so that there could 
be no currency deuabation or appreciation 
unless agreed by all through a recognised 
cross border organisation like the In- 
ternational Monetary Fnnd 

Plainly your pound would continue to 

buy more in some places than in others 
(though presumably even prices would even- 
tually become homogenised across the 
globe), but essentially your pound would 
be worth the same where ever you were, 
lb all intents and purposes what we would 
have is a global single currency. Exchange 
rate risk would be eliminated and interna- 
tional trade would flourish. A perfect, and 
in business terms, utopian worid then? 

OK. So maybe not ActaaByjt wasn’t (bat 
long ago that something quite similar to this 


rate accord, established immediately after 
the Second World fibrin an effort to pre- 
veto. the competitive devaluations winch 
helped phmge the world into depression in 
the 1930s, prevailed for a surprisingly long 
time -nearly thirty years. 

However, in so far as it ever worked as 
it was supposed to, this was because near- 
ly aH countries at that time had capftal con- 
trols. The Rank of England maintained a 
staff of thousands to vet trade and foreign 
exchange transactions. Itwas a criminal of- 
fense to take more than £60 a head out of 
the country with you. 

Brecon Woods eventually broke down 
because governments, including our own, 
refused to devalue despite the burgeoning 


' trade defidtsthfiywcrenimnng. Bui it took 
a long rime. Undoubtedly, it would have 
happened far sooner if capital had been al- 
lowed to slop around the worid in the way 
it does today. ' 

One of the lessons of the economic cri- 
sis in the Fhr East, and indeed of our awn 
membership of the European Exchange 
Rale mechanism, is that you cannot sot> 
cessfuSy combine a fired exchange rare sys- 
tem with one that allows the free flow of 
capital. Inevitably the one win be trounced 
by the other. 

Comparing the one system against the 
other, in terms of its ability to create op- 
portunities for trade, growth and prosper- 
ity, there seems to be no contest. Today’s 
global capital markets are infini tely more 
efficient in the way they allocate capital to 
econ omip. ends, facilitate cross bender 
trade in goods and services, and generally 
enhance living standards, than the alter- 
native offered exchange rates combined with 
national capital controls. 

So why is it that some policy makers, par- 
ticulariy in the far East, are talking in live- 
ly anticipation once more about the 
possibility of reviving some, kind of in- 
ternational fired esribange rate system? The 
attachment of the hinge. Pacific Rim 
economies, to fixed exchange rates is wen 
known. 

Despite everything that has happened. 
President Suharto of Indonesia, talks 

merrily ahnnt re cstahEshfe ghispega gainst 
the US dollar, lb make the peg more cred- 
ible thanit was, be now proposes gping the 


whole hog and establishing 'a “currency 
board". Mr Suharto’s motives *e always 
sppyt, and no mpre sn than in this instance. 
If be were able to & at a relatively higb rate 
agaipg the dollar, be and his family might 


their own personal foreign currency debts, 
even though the wider economic conse- 
queoces of soch a move might be disastrous. 

The tin pot dictators erf the Far East are 
one tiling, and perhaps don't deserve lobe 
taken seriouriy. Japanese policy makers are 
quite another. This week, Eisuke Sakak- 
ibara, Japan’s vice minister of finance for 
international affairs, has also been sound- 
ing off about the need for some kind of glob- 
al fixed exchange rate system. Known as “Mir 

Yen" because of the power of his comm cots 
in foreign exchange markets. Mr Sakakibara 
said the time might be right to reintroduce 
something along the lines of Bretton 
Woods. 

Later in the week be appeared to expand 
on this by suggesting that national curren- 
cies should peg or benchmark themselves 
against the world's three mafor regional cur- 
rencies - in the Ear Bust a gainst the Yen, 
in Europe against the Euro and in the 
Americas against the US dollar. 

One variation of this central idea, which 
Mr Sakakibara has also aired in the past, 
is that the regions would have their own in- 
ternational safety organisations - their own 
versions of the IMF - which because they 
would be closer and more in tune with their 
own regions, could apply more appropri- 
ate programmes of action and international 


aid to crisis torn countries than the IMF 
does. The three main currencies would 
meanwhile trade against each other with- 
in quite restricted target zones, enforcedly 
central bankers and the international or- 
ganisations. In other words, a global fixed 
exchange rate system. 

Mr Sakakibara's precise relationship 
with the Japanese Government has never 
been entirely dear. He’s plainly well in- 
formed about policy in Japan but he’s not 
always representative of it and h» views are 
often his own. Even so. there may be some 
sympathy for wimt he's saying on these is- 
sues, both within the Japanese Ministry of 
Finance and among Japanese political 
leaders. Certainly his view that the crisis in 
the Bar East is one of global capitalism, and 
not as the IMF inaplies with its reforms, one 
of the Asian economic model is widely 
shared across the region. 

It’s not hard to see wiry. The immedi- 
ate cause of the ends was a sudden and vi- 
olent flight of foreign capital. In the West, 
there hasn't been anything comparable since 
the crash of 2929 -an extraon&ary collapse 
in asset values caused by an abnrpi reeval- 
uation by international capital of an eco- 
nomic and- corporate system that just 
rzx>nlhspret«>usiy had bear regarded as su- 
perior to the West. 

We've no recent experience in the West 
of these extremes of market behaviour. It’s 
easy for us to depict the crisasas one of crony 
capitalism, bad and corrupt government, in- 
adequate regulation and a fragile banking 
system, but itwas our Western capital that 


both fed the boom on the way up and com- 
pounded the bust on the way down. Even 
as foreign capital has fled the region, the 
corporate West has moved in to take ad- 
vantage of fire sale prices with significant 
direct investment. No wonder Malaysia's 
Mahathir fulminates about a Western cap- 
italist conspiracy to recolonise his country. 
No wonder the nationalistic backlash across 
the region. 

And no wonder that feed exchange rates 
are seen in the East as a panacea. Nor 
should we immediately condemn this pn> 
posedpoBcy response as claptrap. The idea 
may be misguided, but it is also under- 
standable. One of the consequences of glob- 
alisation, rapid advances in information 
technology, and deregulation of markets is 
that the international financ ial system has 
expanded at a pace far faster than either 
GDP or trade. This in itself has tended to 
enhance the extremes of behaviour in 
markets and increased the risk of systemic 
crises. 

It is obviously appropriate, therefore, for 
policy makers to explore ways of limiting 
these extremes. The markets aren't always 
right. They exaggerate both on the way up 
and on the way down, with often disastrous 

economic and social consequences. Bui Jove 
them or loath them, they have become the 
way of the wrid. Fised exchange rates aren’t 
the way. The solution lies rather in greater 
transparency and supervision, and. of- 
couise in appropriate macro economic pol- 
icy. Persuading Indonesia, Malaysia, or even 
Japan, of this is another thing entirely. 


Liberty marks 
new era with 
changes in the 
boardroom 


By Nigel Cope 

Gty Correspondent 


LIBERTY, the retail group 
whose entire board was oust- 
ed in a shareholder coup last 
year, attempted to draw a line 
under its recent problems yes- 
terday when it announced a 
new boardroom structure and 


COURTS* flw fimudire rdail- 
er, burned the tables on its ri- 
vals yesterday when It reported 
surging sales just days after 
MEL DFS and Carpetrfght had 
warned of severe slowdowns. 
Courts said sales In its two- 

month winter sale period to the 

end of February were up by 2&6 
percent. Sales in January were 
np by 38 per cent. 

Elsewhere, John Lewis, tike 
department store group, said it 
had found.the going tougher in 
some areas of fornishings. 
Sales in the week to 28 Febru- 
ary were up by just 3 per cent 
on the same week last year. 


confirmed that it has shelved 
plans to spend £40m on re-de- 
veloping its flagship store in Re- 
gent Street, central London. 

' Michele Jobling, a former 
marketing manager of the Thm- 
pax brand, has been appoint- 
ed as managing directors Brian 
Muirhead, previously finance 
director at Whichford, a motor 
dealership, is the new finance 
director. 

Liberty also named two new 
non-executive directors. They 
are David Malpas, the former 
deputy chairman of Tfesco, and 
Victor Benjamm^chainnan of 
Lex Service and also a former 
Tfcsco director. 

Philip Bowman, the new 
chairman, said: “What we have 
done is draw a fine under all the 
events of the past year. It is an 
end of one chapter and we are 
now looking into the future.” 

In spite of a profits wanting 
lad month, Mr Bowman said he 
saw the group remaining in- 
dependent and added that he 
had received no approaches. 



Liberty has shelved plans for a. £40m redevelopment of its flagship store in Regent Street, central London 


He said initial costs and pro- 
fessional fees relating to the 
plans of the previous manage- 
ment to re-develop the store 
would result in an exceptional 
charge of £8m-£J0m in the 
company's current year ac- 
counts. Diis will cause a de lay 
in the company’s results which 
were due in late April." 

Mr Bowman said the re-de- 
velopment would only have 


increased the value of the site 
by £13m-£15m. He admitted 
the store required investment 
but would not be drawn on the 
figure. 

The company plans to look 
at how best to utilise its prop- 
erty assets which, in addition to 
the Regent Street store, in- 
dudes a wholesale building and 
15 shops in Fouberts Place. It 
is possible these could be sold 


to raise funds for investment 

Mr Bowman gave few de- 
tails on the group's new strat- 
egy but said the Liberty brand 
could be developed in countries 
in the Middle East and Latin 
America. 

Liberty was at the centre of 
a bitter battle last year when the 
founding Stewart-Liberty fam- 
ily ousted the existing man- 
agement led by Denis Cassidy. 


Liberty is being sued by 
two former ' directors, Ian 
Thompson and Andrew Gare- 
ty, for compensation for loss of 
office. There has been no set- 
tlement with Mr Cassidy 
though this is not the subject of 
legal proceedings. 

Sori6t£ Generate has been 
named as Liberty’s financial 
adviser and may also act as the 
group's broker. 


Indonesia warned against any backsliding 


By Stephen Vines 

in Hong Kong 


The US yesterday insisted the 
Indonesian government must 
implement its reform pro- 
gramme as the country's regime 
stepped up its brinkmanship 
with the West and with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund. 

Robert Rubin, US Treasury 
Secretary, said Indonesia must 
adhere to the terms of its IMF 
reform programme to restore 
confidence in the economy. 
“The key is always with In- 
donesia ... that there be sus- 
tained implementation of the 
reform programme. That is 
Ihc path for dealing with the 
problems in the economy and 
recovering confidence ," Mr 


Rubin said. The rest of the 
worid might not think much of 
Indonesia’s plan to create a 
currency board to stabilise its 
currency but rumours that the 
plan was to be implemented 
saved the rupiah from one its 
worst one-day falls, which at 
one point took its value down 
by more than 15 per cent. 

By the time trading dosed 
the rupiah had recovered most 
of the ground lost during the 
day, producing a fen of less than 
1 per cent. Local investors see 
the creation of a currency 
board and the pegging of the 
nipiah lo the US dollar as the 
only way to stop the fireefeU 

which has caused the local cur- 
rency to kse almost 76 per cent 
of its value since last July. 


Although local investors 
like the idea of a currency 
board, it is opposed by the 
IMF, which is presiding over a 
$43bn (£26bn) bad-ouL Yes- 
terday there were fresh ru- 
mours that the IMF would 
delay release of the second 
$3bn tranche of the bail-out be- 
cause of dissatisfaction with the 
government's implementation 
of IMF-imposed reforms. 

Finance Minister Martie 
Muhammad said be remained 
optimistic the payment would 
■be forthcoming, insisting any 
differences in interpretation 
of the reform programme 
would be resolved soon. 

His optimism contrasted 
with that of most other sources. 
The Americans, for example, are 


reported to be dissatisfied with 
the outcome of a mission bead- 
ed by Walter Mondale which 
had sought to persuade In- 
donesia of the need to imple- 
ment the programme and ditch 
the currency-board plan. A US 
official was quoted assaying re- 
sults of the mission were “cer- 
tainly less than we had hoped 
for" and Mr Rubin said only that 
the discussions were a “useful 
process". Britain has also been 
pushing Indonesia to follow the 
IMF prescriptions. 

Derek Falchett, junior For- 
eign Office minister, met Pres- 
ident Suharto on Wednesday, 
carrying the same message as 
Mr Mondale and appeared to 
have received the same non- 
committal response. 


White-collar staff feel the force 
of flexible working patterns 


The trend towards “flexible" 
working patterns will become 
more pronounced amongst 
white-collar workers such as 
managers and professionals, ac- 
cording to a new report, writes 
Diane Coyle. 

An analysis of figures for 1996 
shows fixed-term contracts and 
other forms of temporary work 
have become more widespread 
this decade in research jobs and 
education as well as industries 
like catering normally associat- 
ed with job insecurity. Accord- 
ing to Warwick University’s 
Institute for Employment Re- 
search, the proportion of people 

w orking on a temporary contract 
in research and development 


climbed from 13.4 per cent in 
1992 to 16.0 per cent in 1996. For 
education the proportion rose 
from 13.2 to 16.9 per cenL 
These figures mean such 
arrangements are already more 
common in these fields than in 
catering, healthcare or other 
personal sendees, even though 
the number of people involved 
is smaller. Fixed-term contracts 
have made particular headway 
in teaching, applying to nearly 
one in five teachers. Bnt one in 
10 science and engineering pro- 
fessionals also has a fixed con- 
tract, and they spread 
particularly rapidly, from a 
small base, among health pro- 
fessionals. 


US unemployment rate 
drops to 4.6 per cent 

THE number of new non-farm jobs in the US surged by 
310,000 last month, about 60,000 more than analysts had ex- 
pected. There were job gains in every sector bar manufac- 
turing and the unemployment rate dropped from 4.7 to 4.6 
per cent, matching a 25-year low. Average hourly earnings 
jumped 0.6 per cent, takin g their year-on-year growth to 4.1 
per cent The financial markets shrugged off concern about 
inflationary pressures, partly because the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics said the S cent rise to $12.60 (£7.64) an hour might 
be a statistical quirk. Even so, some analysts think the Fed- 
eral Reserve might yet have to increase interest rates. 

Transworld woos Healthcall 

TRANSWORLD of the US has approached Healthcall, the 
UK bealfhcaroseivices provider, with a possible bid of £58-5m, 
which would be a 16.7 per cent premium over an earlier of- 
fer by the company’s management Transworld said it would 
make a further announcement “as soon as practicable". 
Healthcall, which provides care-in -th e-home services for the 
elderly and disabled, advised shareholders not to take any 
action. HCMS, a company set up by the management to buy 
Healthcall, last month offered £50.1 m. 

Glasgow gets jobs boost 

AN AMERICAN company yesterday announced plans to 
build a call centre in Glasgow, bringing 500 new jobs to the 
city. The move by TelcTbch, which manages telephone, In- 
ternet and PC-based video inquiries for its clients, is the lat- 
est company to set up a telephone-based operation in Scotland. 

Royal’s NZ acquisitions 

ROYAL & SunAIliance has bought two New Zealand busi- 
nesses from Norwich Union for£53.7m. The acquisition of 
Norwich Union Life Insurance (NZ) and Norwich Union In- 
vestment Management (NZ), makes the company one of the 
top five life insurance and superannuation firms in New 
Zealand with assets under management in excess of £535m. 

Energy chief urges caution 

ENERGY Group held back from recommending either of 
two rival offers from US groups yesterday until more details 
were available and intentions "finally clarified.” The latest 
offers are pitched at 820p per share from PacifiCorp, which 
has passed all regulatory hurdles, and at 840p from Texas Util- 
ities, which has yet to get a green tight in Britain or the US. 
“Jn view of the feet that the intentions of PacifiCorp and Texas 
Utilities have not been finally clarified, your board has not 
recommended either of these increased offers," Derek 
Bonham, Energy Group chairman, told shareholders yesterday. 
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WHO’S SUING 
WHO 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 


Hal Hick Productions, the independent mak- 
ers of such TV bits as “Have I Got News 
for You" and “Drop the Dead Donkey” are 
suing the owners erf a pub in Hackney which 
has named itself after their award-winning 
comedy show “Either Ted". 

Hat Trick, run tty joint managing direo- 
tors Jimmy Mulvflie and Denise 
O’Donogbue, have been trying without 
success to contact the owners of “Father 




London’s East fcna, since xwmx*. 
The writ names the pub’s owners as Bar- 
ry John Burke. Timothy Doyle and 
Sosceeu Limited, the latter a company 

^n^eredofficeisinWindsor,Berfc- 

S * U Hht^ Trick are calling for an injuncriou to 

restrain the defendanlsffom ^passmg^ 
rrau . Thens as be- 



fog connected or assow*- - - 

^ Plaintiff by use ’ 

•Ruher Teds' or otherwise bowserwever. 
*■£ TV company, based in Fmchley 


Road, London, is also demanding that the 
pub band over “all signs, materials, litera- 
ture and other items" relevant to. the 

name 

Sovereign Unit Trust Managers, which is 
owned by the mutual Tbachers Assurance 
Group, has issued a writ against Phillips & 
Drew Fund Managers, NatWest Bank, 
Bankers Trustee Company and Knox Crop- 
per, in a dispute over fixnd management 
fees. 

The writ concerns Sovereign's eight unit 
trusts. Last July the investment regulator 
IMRO fined Sovereign £225,000 over fail- 
ures in its internal organisation, for incor- 
rectly pricing the eight trusts for more than 
ayear, and fax allowing three of its unit tnss 
lo pay fees Sovereign should have paid it- 
self. 

In May 1996 Sovereign paid £1.4 million 
compensation for the errors to its 40,000 in- 
vestors. 

Now Sovereign's writ is claiming an in- 


demnity in respect of the payments made 
by Sovereign to the unitholders of all eight 
of the funds. It claims that PDFM made 
“wrongful payment of certain fees and 
charges— from the assets of the said funds, 
namely the First Defendant's investment 
management fees, the Fird Defendant’s 
overseas administration charges and the First 
Defendant’s advisory fees." 

Nat West, Bankers Thistee Company 
and Knox Cropper, a firm of chartered ac- 
countants, are joined in the writ for their role 
in allowing these payments to go to PDFM. 

A spokesman for Sovereign, based in 
Bournemouth, Dorset, saidyesterday: "Ihs 
is a protective writ which we had to lodge 
to keep our options open, before time runs 
out on the issue. It is concerning work (the 
defendants) did for the Sovereign funds 
which we were not happy with.” 

The spokesman added that Sovereign is 
no longer working with PDFM or Barkers 
Trustee Company, bur is still writing with 
Knox Chopper. 


“The Chancellor, Masters and Scholars of 
the University of Oxford, acting through their 
delegates (trading as Oxford University 
Press)” are suing The Decca Record Com- 
pany over a version of Boris Godunov, the 
opera by Modest Mussorgsky. 

Oxford publishes an orignal version of 
the opera prepared in the 1960s by David 
Uoyd-Jones. The University now accuses 
Decca of having filmed a performance of 
the Lloyd- Jones verson and of importing 
videos of this version from Holland, thus in- 
fringing Oxford’s copyright 

The writs adds “The Plaintiff's Director 
of Music and Bibles Publishing discovered 
a copy of the film on video for sale in Italy 
in November 1993." 

Oxford is calling for an injunction stop- 
ping Decca from setimg these videos in the 
UK, toegether with damages of up to 
£50,000. 

TWo racecourses, Phnnpion and fontweD, 
are suing their former managing agent, Cliff 


Griggs, in a row over fees. FontwelJ 
Steeplechase Pic and The Plumpton 1 
course Pfc have issued writs for dai 
against Mr Griggs, who trades as Pr 
Co and who stopped working for tin 
1996. 

The two writs were isaicd by R 
Saunders Kerman, a firm of solicitors I 
in London. Andy Kerman, a member i 
family which controlled both raoecours 
tfl Plumpton was sold recently, is a i 
ber of the law firm. 


for breach of contract and for “fraudi 
misrepresentation by the Defendant o 
and in writing on divers occasions™” 
The writs also demand the retur 
"money paid by the Plaintiff to the de 
dant under a mistake of fed as to what s 
were properly chargeable to the Plain ti 
the Defendant—" 

The racecourse owners also demai 
complete account of the money paid tc 
defendant 
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Next suits City with a smart recovery 


TAKING STOCK 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


Next, the retailer, ended a 
threadbare week with a smart, 
if modest, recovery. The 
shares rallied 41p to 753p as 
investment house Morgan 
Stanley, long time fans of the 
group, dismissed the bear sto- 
ries which have swirled 
around the stock market and 
upgraded its recommenda- 
tion to “strong buy 7 ’ . 

At one time the price was 
up 67p. It slipped back in the 
last 30 minutes. The shares 
started the week at 825p. 

Analyst Peter Brockwell 
said the market “had grown 
increasingly alarmed by what 
amounts to scare mongering 
and has lost touch with the 
fundamentals of the compa- 
ny”. 

Rumours questioned the 
health of chief executive 
David Jones, the man re- 
sponsible for rescuing Next 
when it seemed destined for 
the corporate graveyard. 
They also claimed there were 
problems with the chain's 
spring range and a profits 


wanting was being prepared. 
A fit Da vid Jones has told in- 
quirers he is prepared to 
challenge them to two rounds 
of golf and Mr Brockwell 
said the Next chief executive 
“is very well and is mystified 
by persistent reports of his ill 
health in the City”. 

The analyst said he was 
“firmly of the opinion that 
there is no requirement for a 
profits warning". 

He pointed to the group's 
Christmas trading report 
when it said sales had gone 
well and said autumn/winter 
stocks bad been cleared. The 
spring range was in the shops 
in January. 

The signalled departure 
of chairman Lord Wotfson of 
Snnningdale, who is also 
chan-man of Great Universal 
Stores, was interpreted as di- 
minishing the chance of a 
GUS take over strike. 

Last month Next shares hit 
an 835p peak. When disaster 
appeared inevitable at the 
end of 1990 they closed at 


13-5p having falle n into angle 
figures. 

’• GUS has, of course, alight- 
ed with a hostile 570p ashare 
strike on Argos, the cata- 
logue stores chain. Argos 
slipped 3p to 606p as Dread- 
net Kleinwort Benson said 
seL Tbe investment house be- 
lieves there is little chance of 
a white knight appearing and 
the bid could be referred to 
tbe Monopolies and Mergers 
Commisaon. 

The market ended a three 
day losing patch in some style 
with Footsie recovering 87J 
points to 5,7825. The mid and 
small cap indices pat on pos- 
itive displays. 

Schroders, the investment 
group, led the blue chip surge, 
up 140p at 2370p. Take over 
talk was, of course, in the air 
but its year’s results, due next 
week, probably provided the 
main impetus. Profits axe ex- 
pected to emerge at £265m 
against £23S.7m with the div- 
idend increased by 3p to 23p. 

The rest of tbe financial pack 


made headway with Halifax 
up 14p to 937p and Prudential 
Corporation 2JL5p to 898 ^p. 

Rolls-Royce continued to 
fly on its results, climbing a 
further 15.25p to 267.75p and 
British Aerospace rose 54p to 
l,932p in sympathy. Panmure 
Gordon is cautious about 
Rolls projected progress and 
regards the shares as a sell 



Jarvis, the rail mainte- 
nance group shunted along at 
4.75p three years ago, came 
within a whisker of 6Q0p, dos- 
ing at 596p. 

Colt Telecom enjoyed an-' 
other busy line with a d5p gain 

to 1335p. 

SmithKHne Beecham was 
again active, improving 28p to 
S08p as bid hopes persisted. 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 

see the shares going to 1, lOOp. 
Glaxo WfeHcome put cm 34p al 

l,656p. 

Bass, the brewer and hote- 
lier, frothed up lOp to I.OOOp 
as Lehman Brothers raised its 
target price to l,200p follow- 
ing the take over of Inter-Con- 
linental Hotels and Resorts. 
Morgan Stanley’s forecast of 
625p for Allied Domecq had 
no immediate impressing with 
the shares falling 8p to 562p. 

The end of Pearson’s tor- 
mented ownership of con- 
sumer software publisher 
Mindscape pushed the shares 
up 24p to 943p. 

Vodafone recovered from 


Thursday’s reference to the 
MMC, gaining 23 Jp to 
539^p. But BT gave hither 
ground, off 3p to 589p. 

Baiaan,aplantirire group, 
advanced 19^p to 68.5p after 
GE Capital, the US group, 
emerged with an agreed 72p 
a share takeover bid. Health- 
call moved forward 135p as 
Ttansworid Healthcare sig- 
nalled a 105p offer. 

. Fust Group’s controversial 
£140m swoop' for Great West- 
ern, the- railway, gave the 
shares a 34.5 p push to 308p. 

Vaux Group, the Sander- 
land-based brewer and hole- ' 
her, fell dp to 229p, a shade 
above its 12 month low. Prof- 
its this year are expected to be 
around £40. 7m against last 
year’s £383m. 

Prime People, the recruit- 
ment, group, put on a further 
225p to 13.75p ahead of next 
week’s figures and Rage Soft- 
ware, continued to draw sup- 
port on talk of a new 
computer game, gaining lJ25p 
to 10-5p. 


fringe OSes stare market on 
Monday in Advance Digital 
C ommunic ations, latest ofl« v 

ing from the Rnegg & Co. in- 
vestment house. Shares we« 
sold at 20p giving a capitbsa- 
tiou of £7m. The offer was 
heavily oversubscribed. Auy. 

started in 1982, specialises m 

visual communications tor 
corporate even**. “Hlnstrative 
fiiwmrial projections" suggest 
profits of £2J.m this year and 
£6. 6m next. 


Graham, the builders mer- 
chant, should lift profits from- 
£2L3m to £273m this year 
and produce £35m next year, 
believe stockbroker Albert E 
Sharp. The shares firmed to 
177p. They were Boated at 183p 
four years ago. Since then the 
price has touched 21 7 p and 
been as low as U9p. The ana- 
lyst Robert Griffiths is keen on 
the shares but believes the 
group is unlikely to be a prime 
takeover target in any Industry 
consolidation. 
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Taking on the die-hard flat caps 



DERI 


■ '4h v .‘ 


& M-: 
• * < ■. 


! Place: Barnsley 

H: may be a grim 
town, poor of 
pocket and heafth, 
but it has a young ■ 
\ & Labour council 
► yb leader who is way 
| ahead of Tony Blair 
Kj in transforming 
■H local government 


IT IS EASY to take the mickey out 
of Barnsley. People have been doing 
it for years. There is, in Yorkshire, 
the legendary story of Gilbert Gray 
QC who was representing a working 

man from the town before a judge 

of particular pomposity who, at one 
point snootily interjected: *T take it, 
Mr Gray, that your client is familiar 
the maxim: Quis custodiet ipsos 
T^^^LcustodesT “Indeed my lord, re- 
2 ” SSSJoSponded the QC drily. “In Barnsley 
5 m cEUrthey speak of little else." 

5 gf No one in Barnsley, of course, 

mia Mtrthcould be expected to understand the 

■ j* La tin for “Who polices the poh'ce- 

men?" For Barnsley is stereotypicaDy 
5 mo S^L M 8 gnm town of flat caps, whippets and 
2 rgy r fflfec°n lofts which was last year de- 
an wmw scribed in one report as the poorest 
ndo, Retail town in Britain- Until recently, 
i su MboLMcBarnsl^r was bottom of the nation- 
i £ afoiMnal table for the amount of govern- 
iwbniQi ment money going to the local 
> m wcpsn council, bottom of the table for em- 
i ” i5£^ )lqyment and top of the league for 
i 52 iKwiiong-tenn illnesses- the legacy of the 
1 5S lung-diseases of mining. 

jj jg a j so ^ jjj e jjeart 0 f the go- 
Pu W Republic of South Yorkshire. 

1 “ g^gLabonr has been in power here amce 
turner 1935. So Barnsley was, presumably, 

■ g S*y*"l£he kind of place that Ibny Blair had 

•2 niind the week when be launched 

“ initiative to change the culture of 

» g-Jj^Britain’s local government. 

The Prime Minister has pro- 
fs TH? r 50sed that local councils should be 
a JSfe P «' un ^ £ hrcctly elected Big Name 

2 £^*£j na y ors who wfli appoint cabinets to 

» assist them, with the rest ofthe coun- 

» j^raHois acting as backbenchers to 
S ^Y 5 J 5 ®ri»**oise this powerful newexecu- 
bb wl2ftCMivew He wants councils to'dftcb foe 
Ddb*fCo««adea'foSt foey control and run foe 

» MFU> 

m m« — — — 

M MCC 
SS Am? 

*0 *— !■» 

W AAood 


place and instead to adopt the role 
of leaders in partnerships which in- 
volve local business, schools and col- 
leges, health trusts, foe police and 
voluntary and community groups. He 
wants councils to transform them- 
selves from bodies of middle-aged 
men into groups which more accu- 
rately reflect the makeup of the lo- 
cal population with far more young 
people, women and members of 
ethnic minorities. 

But hang on. For backward old 
Barnsley is actually well ahead of the 
game here. Just over a year ago, the 
controlling Labour group elected 
their youngest member, Steve 
Houghton, then only 3$, as its leader. 
He began a Blairite transformation 
of the town six months before Mr 
Blair himself took office. 

I say “began" advisedly. Mr 
Houghton has a long way to go, as 
was evident last Thursday at foe 
council meeting to approve the bud- 
get for next year. There, in a coun- 
cil chamber panelled with handsome 
walnut veneers and surrounded by 
fluted columns in oak topped with 
gjlded Corinthian capitals, the wor- 
thies of Barnsley gathered in their 
antique dignity. Chaired by the may- 
. or in red robes, white ruff and 
heavy gold chain, the council went 
through the charade of debating 
measures that had already been 
agreed by the town’s real dedsion- 
makers, the Labour group’s politi- 
cal executive. 

For two hours, the council’s 63 
Labour members, indulged them- 
selves mAroq5ad<$F puerile party po~ 
fitical mo£ke& thick with “tbees” and 
“tha knffis^ ^af't hc expense of the 


^Councillors (one 





Breaking the mould: Stephen 
Houghton, 38, leader of 
Barnsley council for Just over a 
year, is working to unite the 
town on education, economic 
regeneration and crime. He b 
bringing people together 
without a set agenda,’ say* one 
businessman 

Photograph: John HouHhanKnaeHan 


Conservative and two Independents 
too scared of the electors to call 
themselves Tories). The session 
would have txinfirmedaDTbiqf Blair's ‘ 
worst suspicions. 

There have been revolts against 
the excesses of the one-party stale in 
Barnsley before. At the end of foe 
Eighties, one disaffected Labour 
councillor set up foe Bamaley Party 
protesting that Labour’s incestuous 
relations with local government 
unions meant T hai council employe 
ees were, in effect, running the 
place. Jack Brown also objected to 
party members packing the Tbnants 
and Residents’ Associations which 
ought to have been a check on the- 
council’s activities. 

But his was a voice In the wilder- 
ness (partly because the arrange- ,■ - 
mentswere too cosy for many offoe 
town’s key figures, and partlybecabsif r ' 
Mr Brown held deeply poll deafly in- , ? 


correct views on the feminist and gay 
lobbies in foe party). “What Blair is 
doing is what we advocated in the 
Eighties but everybody said it was (oo 
idealistic,” said Mr Brown this week. 

Sitting in foe leader’s office, Steve 
Houghton diplomatically declined to 
pick up mi foe references to the now 
defunct Barnsley Party. There is still 
a deal of resentment against Mr 
Brown among Mr Houghton’s old- 
er colleagues, instead, the young 
leader turped his attention-to Ibny 
Blair’s pamphlet - which, with com- 
mendable Yorkshire frugality, he 
had in a "photocopy (the 22-page 
booklet costs £459 m its original 
form). The “partnerships’ 1 that the 
Prime Minister proposes — on crime, 
education an^economic regenera- 
tion - ahto^Bwrish m Barnsley, 
tflfoks%lSir HcSjghton. - ' J . 

wfc’re trying to fi ij fc 
ofiffrof f| ttfK&uti at the [tertiaryf* 


college are so good andin schools so 
poor,” he said. Only 28 per cent of 
pupils pass GGSEs at grades A to C 
in the town, compared with an na- 
tional average of 44 per cent As wdl 
as bringmg together all levels of ed- 
ucation, and local businesses, Mr 
Houghton wrote to parents to ask 
them to get involved; cynics were 
dumbfounded when 6,000 wrote 
bade and volunteered to join in. 

- “It’s a radical change,” said Alan 

SherrifE, one of the businessmen in- 
volved who is also chairman of the 
local hospital trust “He is bringing 
people together without a pre-set 
agenda. I think, we’re making real 
progress on bofo.educatioa and on 
beginning to nurture the entrepre- 
neu rial fljftp re foe town has always 

that is the establishment 
j^fe'raisinessDevelc^meM, Agency 
as a private company in partnership 


with the Chamber of Commerce 
and others. “Sixty per cent of the seats 
on the board have gone to the pri- 
vate sector,” said Roger Nunns, the 
chamber's chief executive. “He has 
had a very hard job persuading foe 
old guard on the council to accept it. 
Many of the die-hards would like to 
revert to the old ways of command 
and control.” 

Mr Houghton himself is san- 
gome; “We c^e control but gain in- 
fluence," he said. 

“Going Wk to the idea of ‘give 
us more money and we’ll do every- 
thing’ is not an option,” he told fel- 
low councillors in the budget 
meeting. At foe end of bis speech he 
was applauded - vehemently by. 
some, but only ppfe^dy by foe kind 
of councillor foeTSmle^^fillflil8S , 
hopes to replace witii new blood. 

tike Julie 


er who has been the dynamo behind 
finding premises for a pre-school pfery- 
group in the village of Cawfooroc. 
She has managed to squeeze in - be- 
tween her childcare and her evening 
job as a telephone banker with First 
Direct in Leeds - an impressive cat- 
alogue of fund-raising, lobbying and 
work on planning permission. 

By the school gates, I asked 
would she ever think of becoming 
a councillor. She said she has not the 
time, but Mr Blair wants councils to 
abolish many of tbeir time-wasting 
committees. She said the politics 
would put her off, but Mr Blair in- 
sists that “councils need to avoid get- 
ting trapped in the secret world 
of the caucus and the party group". 
Perhaps, then, she said, she might: 
“I’ve got the background, the 
education and the go — but l didn't 
know they needed- me,” she con- 
cluded disarmingly. 

Less party politics is what Alan 
Sherriff wants too. “The politicians 
will never agree*” he said. “If they dc- 
politidse politics they will destroy 
their power base. But they could try 
and change the tone, so that skills 
rather Chan ideology dominate.” 

Such issues will now become mat- 
ters of great debate even among the 
pro-Blair factions in local councils. 
“New Labour is the lesser of two 
evils, 0 concluded Jack Brown, who 
now styles himself a Christian com- 
munist “But not all Blair’s ideas are 
sound. The notion of an elected 
mayor, for instance, might produce 
greater efficiency, brat if you gotthe 
wrong man it woe® be a passport to 
corruption (bus custodiet ipsos ens- 
to^Tjm condoled. Iif Barnsley, jt 
Setfos, foey sflfcak of little else. 
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PULP FRICTION 

When actress Lorraine Bracco dumped 
Harvey Keitel, it made him mad. And the 
incendiary star of Reservoir Dogs and Mean Streets 
is not a man you want to make mad 

- PLUS: 

Lunatic idea - imagine living on the Moon 

Peas in otir tirtie - fote art ofthe vegetable garden 

DeciniTiina^^ Cannabis - full details of the 
big eampaign protest march 
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PLAYERS URGED TO IGNORE WOODWARD ULTIMATUM 


Clubs push England to the brink 


By David Hands 
and Mark Souster 

ENGLISH rugby stands cm 
the brink of a rupture the long- 
term consequences of which 
can only be imagined. The 
Rugby Football Union (RFU). 
the governing body of the 
game in-England, has present- 
ed an ultimatum to its 12 
leading clubs and, if no com- 
promise is reached over the 
weekend, there is the real 
possibility of the most famous 
dubs in the country being 
expelled from the union. 

C The dubs, among them 
Bath, Wasps and Leicester, 
met in London yesterday and 
emerged united In their view 
that England should not tour 
the southern hemisphere this 
summer. If they hold that 
position, their players have 
already been told they will not 
be considered for mtematiap- 
al rugby as from Monday and 
their employers, the dubs, will 
be deemed to.be in breach of 
International Rugby Board 
(ZRB) regulations. 

. The expulsion c^Tdubs 
1 could not be accomplished at < 
the drop of a hat, bbt tadb ' 
officials are bracing them- - 
selves for such a decision. 
They befieve that CEff Brittle; 
chairman of the RFU manage- 
ment board, and Ran Cotton, 
his vice-chairman, seek to 
break the power of the dubs as 
a means of securing their 
assets, the leading players, cm 
RFU contracts. 

The whole sorry affair is the 
dimax ro a festering disagree- 
ment that has dogged English 
rugby since die game went 
professional in August 1995. A 
year ago both sides believed 
that a better relationship could 
be developed and, as recently 
as last .autumn. Brittle said 
that the two sides had never 
been doscr. However, the 
announcement since then of 
Cotton's vision of the future of 
the game in England shat- 
tered the fragile peace. 

That vision, the dubs con- 
tend. would lead to their 
eventual contraction and, fo 
reinforce the point, they have 
rejected overtures made by 
Brinle this week that would 
restore them to European 
competition next season. 
Those overtures, they claim, 
would leave them with only 
four Premiership games be- 
itTrc Christmas next season 
while in the next season, 
thanks to the 1999 World Cup. 
domestic rugby would begin 
in February 2000. 

That the iswue that has 
brought matters to a head this 
week has been the RFU de- 
mands upon the leading play- 
ers and the withdrawal by 
Northampton of players such 
iii Tim Rodber and Paul 
Grayson from the scheduled 
tour to Australia, New Zea- 
land and South Africa m-lune 
is almost coincidental. If it had 
not been that issue, it wouW 
have been another and Kem 
Barweil, the Northampton 


Driven 



Man in the middle: PaHaglio, like afl. the E n gland players, is caught in fee struggle between the dubs and the RFU for control of the game. Photograph: Marc AspLamd. Shirts from Allsports 


owner, now has the “Woody 
punch-up" that he thought 
would be required before the 
air cleared. 

All 12 dubs stand together. 
“I have never known everyone 
so rock solid," Donald Kerr, 
chairman of English First 
Division Rugby (EFDR), said. 
“We protested about this tour 
some time ago about England 
playing four tests and three 
quasi-tests after a long hard 
domestic season but we were 


requires England to Way 12 
mtenratkmals outside the Five 
Nations Championship over 
the five years of the agree- 
ment. If the summer tour goes 
ahead, England will have 
played eight within die first 
twoyears. 

After their meeting the dubs 
confirmed their support for 
international rugby arid their 
desire to honour existing re- 
lease agreements cm their 
players. "In the interests of the 


It is amazing that we can avert war 
with Iraq but caniiot sort outrugby* 

Lawrence Dallaglio, page 41 


given the same lame excuse 
about the RFU*S contractual 
obligations." 

The Times understands 
that contracts with the^ host 
unions in die southern hemi- 
sphere were signed little more, 
than two months ago and the 
terms of die RFU’s agreement 
with BSkyB. the satellite tele- 
vision station that is .part- 
owned by News IntOTatum^. 
owner of The Times, only 


players', welfare, die RFU 
should reconsider the south- 
ern hemisphere tour proposed 
this summer," they sakL The 
dubs will meet their players 
next week to explain the stance 
they have taken. 

.They described the ultimat- 
tum given to. the England 
training squad on Wednesday 
by C3ive Woodward, the nat- 
ional coach, as provocative. 
Woodward asked the players 


. to deride on their availability 
for the summer tour by Man- 
day or forfeit international 
places for the remainder of the 
Five Nations this season. 
Lawrence DaHagtio, die Eng- 
land captain, said yesterday 
he was committed to the tour 
but denied that he had come to 
any long-term agreement with 
the RFU. “The players are 
stuck in the middle of a 
situation over which they have 
little real cantroL 

We believe that a summer's 
rest wQl be the best prepara- 
tion for England in their 
endeavours to win the World 
Cop in 1999," Peter Wheeler, 
the Leicester chief executive, 
said. The RFU believes it is in 
the right legally and has 
suggested that many first divi- 
sion dub contracts have not 
been registered with diem, as 
XRB regulations require: AH 
contracts have tobe approved 
by the anion and must include 
their u nr estricted release for 
international duty. 

There seems little prospect 
of arty movement by either 
side over the weekend, though 
the union has called a press 
conference for Monday 
morning. 


<1. WM England flald a flr*t-chc4ce team 
a&rimt Scotland loo March 22? 

A Not as things stand. 

Q. Why? 

A. If the players refuse to commit themsetves on Monday to 
England's summer tour of Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa, coach Cflve Woodward has said that he wflt not consider 
them for any future matches. 

Q, Why wont the players commit themsehros? 

A. Because the dubs, their employers, are advising them not 
to. They want them to rest 

Q. Why do tha dubs want them to rest? 

A. Because the payers are wanted for too many games. Rugby 
is the most physicaty denrandlng of team sports and leading 
players have been going nonstop for neatly two years. 

Q. Why does Woodward want them to play? 

A. Because hfe employers, the Rugby Football Union (RFU), 
see such tours as a means to improve England’s play. 

Q. Who ifl p*ay for England a£afnst Scotland? 

A. Players from outside the top division - effectively 
afifto-stTfagteam. 

Q.What happens weft - 

A. Nobody knows. This looks like the endgame of the 30- 
month struggle for control between the owners of the leading 
professional dubs and the traditional ruling body, the RFU. 


* JTM- editor Jeremy i sapme 

lo his daily grind. P«)of«adu^ *c West 
autobiography of Aim Si^ ; blah, 
■ Mali ■ he said briskly to hinisdt *s 

-Ahem. Rhub*fe rtm 

barb, rhutarib. . » hft of a 

- shearer's style was ^ 

■. a Henry ^ ^ outdone- He 

* Ssk 

neck andbegatfc 

an the they have earned the 

to get the right results..' 


Tadnde woke with a starthis forehead in a knew traming would be toogh,” be read, witfta 
^Jiinfdribbte. This was always happening, sinking heart “I have never even seen any of 
u-vt h^readinfloageMiww for six weeks these supposed soda! dregs."* ‘My leg hurt for 
Hhuns becoming dear that absolutely ' quite some time." He stood up, opened the 
«m,ih krwi him awake. Just yesterday, offire window and dimbed out It was cold on 
mSJhS had entered toe room to the windy lttlgc; beneath him the grimy traffic 
T^D^enodding soundly over roared a nd honked. Tins jras_aa 

S^i^?£«Jte*e»wmg-needles extreme measure, -but effective. 

LYNNE 

thrown a gass of w^r Jerem y r he'd fathom Tadpole," he told them. “Saw in toe 

“Still reading toe Shearer, Joonyr pano-AlanStolrtr supposed to have been ina 

boomed. . , irnmrri ■ fight in Dublin. A figbll Then the phone rings 

“Aaaah ,” ^ ShBaefs people, saying Ignore it, 
“Good man* Tadpole. nothing in it Still, what a turn op! Naturally, I 

• “Aaaah. thank you»sir. Aaao. o-oeg dashed in to Tadpole to rave him the news. 
NOW W ^ "Sheartrt doJ^Smsdng!' I can. 


fmcertios and toe wire wito which , 

dies to a senes of battoy P***- 111 1 

Sensing a problem. MacHoot had 

boomed. _ 


as I enter. 


“But fanny thing, Tadpole isn't there 

“He’s outside, for heaven's sake. Outside toe 
window. He hasn't beaxd me. So I bang on the 
glass. ‘Sheareif I ydL ‘News! I n teresting!' He 
gives me a pained, puzzled expression. His 
Wallace and Gromit tie flaps frenriedly against 
his ear. ‘Interesting?’ he mouths at me, 
incredalous. ‘Yes, very interesting,’ I assure 
ium. 

-So he starts to dimb back in and I keep 
talking, you know, tbe way you do. 'Of course. 
Shearer’s denying it.’ 1 say. leaning out and 
offering my hand. 'Everyone’s saying nothing 
happened, so no need to change toe book.' 

“Which is when be just looks at me one last 
time, doses his eyes, lets go of my hand and 
drops off toe buffeting. 

“Tragic waste, really," MacHoot says,' gath- 
ering Tadpole's papers. 

“Had Tadpole all lined up for Dovzid Plates 
Bumper Book of Old Truisms after this. And 
now hell never know.” 



Ei now charge up to three times more than First Telecom ter 
•ntemailona! coils. !f you don’t want to pay those prices, just add 
Fhst Telecom’s service to your existing 3T phone by calling tp 5 
number below, You car. open ar< account: any time, any day end 
•ma-t saving on calls to over 200 countries. So, before vcj moke 
another international ca!i, chink First. 

FIRS T TELE CO M 

0800 458 6 666. 

Lines open 24 hours, 
w >vw . f i r s t - 1 a ! e c o m . c c m 
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Makes you want 
to hold your nose 


T he Ship of Fools is leaving 
on time this year and the 
usual stragglers are hang- 
ing about the jetty. The 
bo’Sun is always on the look-out for 
people who can make the journey 
that bit mare interesting and he 
may have found a proper little 
mate in a woman by the name of 
Pilling, who represents the Foot- 
ball Supporters’ Association. 

Now. for all I know, Pilling may 
be a good sort, and a splendid turn 
at the Christmas panto, if such an 
august body ever lowers its guard, 
but the performance she gave on 
BBC News the other day brought 
to mind Bertie Wooster, who 
inspected his mind and found that 
“it boggled". 

Invited to comment on a silly 
piece in the Daily Star, which said 
that English finis should give the 
"Frogs" a good hiding this sum- 
mer because the French authori- 
ties had bungled the allocation of 
World Cup tickets. Miss P gor in a 
fearful bate. If anything untoward 
happened over there, she splut- 
tered, the Star would bear a heavy 
responsibility. 

All right, the piece was infantile, 
but the poor dear needn't worry. 
To heed the paper's advice it is firstf 
necessary to be able to read, and 
the Star supplies evidence daily 
that not everybody can. If she 
really thinks that newspapers can 
prod otherwise well-behaved 
people into "acting up” on foreign 
soil, then she has not absorbed the 
violent lessons of the past 25 years. 

The view that if fans can't get 
tickets then trouble will follow, and 
the troublemakers cannot be held 
responsible for the mayhem, is the 


MICHAEL 

HENDERSON 



kind of tosh that finds favour with 
the new tribe of “fanalysts" To a 
person they seem oddly ignorant of 
the fact that a significant minority 
of supporters will cause trouble, 
wherever they go — and. as night 
follows day, they will always 
blame somebody gr something 
else: too much hospitality, not 
enough hospitality, lenient polic- 
ing, heavy-handed policing. There 
will be trouble in France this 
summer for one simple reason: 
plenty of “fans" will leave these 
shores Intent on causing it. 

Nobody who watches football 
regularly in this country can doubt 
that many of the people they share 
(lie grounds with are, at best, 
lavatorial; at worst criminal. Tele- 


vision, that promiscuous bedmate 
of the professional game, may try 
to kid viewers that “the atmo- 
sphere is terrific", but those who 
watch football live know better. 
Much of the time it is mephitic. 

At Leeds last Saturday a city- 
centre pub hosted a knot of fans 
who chanted “no surrender to the 
IRA", and bellowed the horrible 
chant about the Munich air crash. 
A friend who watched Manchester 
United away to Chelsea endured 
supporters abusing Irwin (he's 
Irish), Schmeichel (he’s good). Cole 
(he's black), Sheringham (he used 
to play for Spurs) ana Beckham (he 
goes out with somebody famous, 
apparently). “At the end of the 
game. I felt defiled. 1 * my friend 
said. “I wanted to read a book, or 
look at some paintings, just to 
remind myself I was human." 

In the late Sixties, that wonder- 
ful man John Arlott gave up . 
reporting football because, as he 
put it, “the game became seedy". 
Many years later he told me: 
"There are some good men in 
football but they’re outnumbered 
about 200 to one." 

(football didn’t bother then 
about driving men like Arlott from 
the game and it doesn’t bother 
now. It has sponsors to bow to it 
television executives to scrape and 
a few thousand troglodytic fans to 
belch approval, so it swaggers 
about like a playground bully. 

It’S a wonderful game, football, 
despite everything. Iris just a pity 
that so many of the people who 
play, manage, administer and 
watch it make you want to hold 
your nose. Come on. Miss Pilling, 
let’s get you in that boat 


Double-double Gary trouble 


■ You might imagine that getting Santayana 
and Gary Newbon on the same page, never 
mind die same sentence to be beyond the wit of 
man. Think again. Every time Newbon appears on 
the box it is tempting to remember Santayana's 
observation of Rousseau's Confessions, that it 
mixed candour with ignorance of self in equal 
measure. 

Newbon doesn't lack candour, that’s for sure, 
though what be feels candid about is hard to define. 
His “questions” (o Alex Ferguson after 
Manchester United's dreadftiLjgame ut Monad) on 
Wednesday were: “You must have beeq ptoud of 
that battling performance." “Your Norwegian centre 
hades were majtveUp^ tonig^^h wps^oo^ U 

result tonight " In each case he madra^rfwaoent de-' 


signed to flatter his subject Kite a commoner 
craving a boon from a medieval monarch. 

The ignorance of self is the easier bit by Car, for 
Newbon dearly doesn't realise how absurd he app- 
ears. This is the man, after all, who once intro- 
duced himself to a stranger as “the most famous 
man in the Midlands" and now traps unwary 
footballers at the end of their 90 minutes when they 
have unremarkable thoughts to impart 
Why, in any case, do TV people think viewers 
must be taken “backstage" at a time when die partic- 
ipants are trying to come to toms with their per- 
formance. Nobody grabs Macbeth m the wings and 
-isys: “The witches did you proud tonight", 

L. WK&thave I done? Look out Stratford! 

'"' A than with an awful smirk is heading your way. 



The slings and arrows 
of outrageous comment 


■ Michael Atherton is one of 
nature’s Horatios who, 
Shakespearians will recall, earned 
Hamlet's commendation for being 
“a man that fortune's buffets and 
rewards hast ta’en with equal 
thanks". He is not greatly moved 
by praise, or deflected by criticism, 
and as he has just become the first 
man to captain England in 50 
Tests, he could be said to have 
triumphed over those who are less 
constant. 

He would be less than human, 
however, were he not to blanch, 
from time to time at the stuffthal is 
written about him and the team he 
leads. Two weeks ago, when 
England won a dramatic Test in 
Trinidad to square the series at 1-1, 
he was a pukka chap, a glorious 
leader. Now, depending on which 
paper you read, he is “Captain 
Calamity" and “flop Athers". . 

Of course, he was entirety to 
blame for the defeat in Guyana, 
which again puts Ebgfend op die 


back foot he last the toss; the silly 
mutt! Anyway, when fielders drop 
catches as England did, there isn't 
a right lot the poor old skipper can 
do. 

Being a Test captain is no job for 
fainthearts. Sachm Tendulkar, the 
finest batsman in the world, 
admitted defeat after tittle more 


■ An Irish pal in New 
York went on the 
knocker this week seeking 
funds for a football competi- 
tion. and met a weU-beded . 
Manhattanite at his town 
house. Spotting something 
that looked familiar, Conor 
said: “Hut looks like a Ce- 
zanne". That is a Cezanne." 
was the reply. 

What do you think Doug 
Ellis has an his wall (apart 
from the heads of Aston Villa 
managers)? 


than a year of leading India. Even 
Mark Taylor, a brilliant captain, 
had a terrible time of it until he 
found some form last summer. In 
his case Australia were good 
enough to cany him through. 
How good would Atherton be ifne 
hud Shane Wame to bowl for him? 

The most mysterious captain* 
business of all concerns Wasim 
Akram, who surrendered the Paki- 
stan job to protect his family, after 
receiving death ihreals, and then 
found himself demoted from the 
team altogether. Wasim. die great- 
est bowler of his kiifo in thchistory 
of the game! Belatedly called up to 
South Africa, he returned to tneir 
side yesterday with this ringing 
endorsement from a team-mate: 
“We don't need him." 

So, here are two wishes for the 
coming week: Michael Atherton to 
make a hundred and England to 
wmrnBarbadbsr.WlasimAkramto 
scatter SouthfAfncan stumps all 
over Fort Elizabeth^ 


Noble cause 
demanding 
respect of 
rugby folk 

■ Paul Ackford has turned in 

his rugby jersey for a word 

processor more nimbly than most 
former players but he gut one 
thing spectacularly wrong last 
week. What the blares are Eng- 
land doing playing the other 
British teams, he wanted to know, 
when they could be testing them- 
selves against South Africa and 
the All Blacks? 

Leaving aside for a moment the 
fact that England went through a 
full-scale international engage- 
ment before Christmas, is he 
seriously urging the abandon- 
ment of the Five Nations Champ- 
ionship? This is an annual ritual 
dedicated to the noble cause of 
cheering us all up and the churl 
wants to scrap it on grounds of 
tyes. you’ve guessed) “irrele- 
vance”. 

Of course, if England care only 

about beating the best teams in the 

world, then it is in their interests to 
play sides from the southern 
hemisphere regularly. But if that 
is aU the game means in the brave 
new professional world, it is an 
admission of defeat. There used to 
be a fellowship of rugby, irrespec- 
tive of who happened to be the 
best side at any one moment and 
if my experience of the recent 
frefandnSeudand game is any- 
thing to go by. that fellowship 
survives even England and 
France’s top-doggery. 

Let's take Ackford at his word. If 
he really wants to cast aside the 
lower orders, he shouldn't be 
surprised if France. South Africa 
and New Zealand say to England: 
“Sorry, lads, but we really don’t 
think you're up to playing us. "The 
Five Nations may be a second-rate 
competition in global terms but, as 
England are a second-rate team, 
that is surely where they belong. 

: In Paris today, and at Wembley, 
which Wales must call home for 
the time bong, the bonds of 
history wiH be renewed. Long may 
it be so. These weekends, which 
are primarily about sport are also 
about the gifts of comradeship 
and friendly rivalry that sport 
bestows. However good or indif- 
ferent the match, there are plenty 
of compensations. Where would 
you rather spend a rugby week- 
end: Paris or Durban? Edinburgh 
or Brisbane? Dublin or Auckland? 
And no fibbing, 

□ Danny Baker returns next week 
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FORMULA ONE 


ENTER FANTASY FORMULA ONE TODAY 


Y ou could win a classic Ferrari 328 GTB by entering 
u team in our Fantasy Formula One competition 
which goes live with tomorrows Australian Grand 
Prix in Melbourne. This dream machine has a top speed of 
I55mph and does 060 in 6.6 secs. Second prize is a trip for 
two to fhe 1999 Australian Grand Prix. Third prize is a trip 
for two to the 1999 Monaco Grand Prix. Entry lines are 
open now to register for the Brazilian Grand Prix at 
lnterlagos on Sunday March 29 - the first of six races that 
carry up to 600 bonus points for correctly predicting any of 


MAKE 3 SELECTIONS FROM EACH OF THESE FOUR GROUPS 


Ol Damon HB1 

03 Michael Schumacher 
oa David Coulthard 

04 GJancarta Rsichefia 


GROUP A DRIVERS 

OS Jacques VUemuvB 
os Olivier Panis 

07 Helnz-Harald Frentzafi 

08 Eddie Irvine 

GROUP B DRIVERS 


12 Alexander Wurz 

1 a Ratt Schumacher 
14 JamoTrulli 

13 Johnny Herbert 


10 Mika Safa 
17 Pedro Dintz 
la Jan b sen 

19 Tor* Takagl 


20 Ricardo Rosset 

21 Shtnji Nakarto 

22 Esteban Tuoro 


GROUP C CONSTRUCTORS 


GROUP D CONSTRUCTORS 


23 Wffiams 

24 Ferrari 
23 Benetton 


29 McLaren 
27 Jordan 
aaProst 


29Saubar 

30 Arrows 

31 Stewart 


the first three drivers to finish. Choose youir fantasy team 
with care.* Bad driving and failing to finish will incur 
penalties’. 

Readers who have already entered the competition can 
obtain a comprehensive breakdown of their teams 
performance in tomorrow’s race using our new faxback 
service which is available from Tuesday. For details of this 
service see The Sunday Times tomorrow. 

Full details of the competition and terms and conditions 
were published in The Times on Monday. 

HOWTO ENTER 

Choose six drivers and six constructors, three 
from each of the four groups, left. Readers in 
the UK and Irish Republic can enter by 
calling the 24-hour hotline on 0891 40 50 01 
(♦44 990 100311 Rot), Calk last about seven 
minutes and must be made using a Tbudv- 
torte telephone. Follow fhe instructions and 
tap in your 12 two-digit selections in turn. 
The order in which you register your first 
three drivers will be your predictions far the 
1st, 2nd and 3rd finishing' places for the 
Brazilian Grand Prix. You will then be asked 
to give your Fantasy Formula One team 
name (max !6 characters), together with your 
details. You win receive a 10-digit PIN as 
confirmation of your entry. . 


OSMftaHafckfnen 

10 Jean Aiesi 

11 Rutxsns BamchoUo 


32 Tyrrell 

33 Minardi 


FANTASY FORMULA ONE 24-HOUR ENTRY LINE: 0891 40 50 01 

4- 44 920 ICO 312 outside trie UK 


0891 calls cost SOp permtnuta (standard tariffs apply to +44 930 ea&Jl 
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Graf setting out to regain 
position of dominance 


AFTER only two competitive 
matches in nine months Steffi 
Graf finds herself in an un- 
usual position, for the last 
time her ranking was in 
double figures was as long ago 
as 1984, when Liverpool won 
the Eurojxan Cup. 

When iiyury forced her to 
leave the circuit last June, she 
lost her position as No I but 
she still had that air of 
invincibility that 374 weeks at 
the top of the heap brings. 
Now the whippersnappers 
have taken over and Graf has 
to prove her worth all over 
again. 

StilL the signs are good. She 
may be doing a passable 
impression of Greta Garbo 
and limiting her ajppsxances 
to the bare minimum, but 
when she is out and about she 
appears relaxed and has even 
taken to cracking the odd joke. 

Her knee seems to be hold- 
ing up under the strain, al- 
though the State Farm Evert 
Cup here is a hard-court 
tournament that should shofe 
just how well the injuiy has 
healed. 

Her back, the cause of much 
anguish over the past couple 
of years, is better than it has 
ever been. But it is not all plain 
sailing, for Graf has come 
down with a cold as she 
prepares for her opening 
match, which will be against 
either Tamarine Tanasugam, 


From Aux Ramsay 

IN INDIAN WELLS 
CALIFORNIA 

of Thailand, or Maria Sinchez 
Lorenzo, of Spain. 

Her sparring partners of old 
are not present — Arantxa 
Sanchez VIcario and Mary Joe 
Fernandez have both with- 
drawn because of injury, 
while Monica Seles pulled out 
last week for “personal rea- 
sons". So Graf has been left cm 
her own to deal with the new 
order. 

One of their number, 
Mirjana Lurie, has practised 
with Graf a couple of times 
this week, meetings that drew 
crowds of several -hundred. 



Graf: favourable draw 


and discovered that the Ger- 
man is not ready to become a 
has-been just yet. By the end of 
each session there were signs 
that Graf was fired up and 
keen for action: 

What has kept Graf going 
over the months is the belief 
that the rest are there to be 
beaten. She has never been 
one who found being beaten a 
comfortable experience. In 
fact, she is more unhappy 
about losing than she is happy 
at winning. She even practises 
to win. In Hanover last montft 
she dragged Anke Huber on to 
the court at the crack of dawn 
and then used her for target 
practice. Even in training, she 
is not willing to let anyone get 
the better of her. . 

The draw has been kind to 
Graf. Should she get through 
her first match she will most 
likely face Ai Sugiyama for a 
place in the quarter-finals, 
safe in fhe knowledge that the 
awkward customers such as 
Lade, Serena Williams, 
Natasha Zvereva and Irina 
Spirlea will have had to fight 
among themselves for the 
right to meet her there. 

Martina Hingis and Venus 
Williams are safety ensconced 
in the top half of the draw and 
are scheduled to meet in the 
semi-finals. The omens could 
not be better; all Graf has to do 
is get back into the habit of 
winning. 


BASKETBALL 


Finch must paper over cracks 


CHRIS FINCH, Who ap- 
peared in three cup finals as a 
player with Sheffield Sharks 
and three Wembley play-off 
championships, faces his first 
final, as the dub's coach 
tomorrow until a weakened 
squad. 

Ian McKinney will almost 
certainty miss the climax to 
the Uni-Ball Trophy against 
London Towers with a 
sprained ankle and . the 
Sharks will probably go info 
the gvne at the National 
Exhibition Centre in 
Birmingham with two other 
players less than fully fit. 
McKinney'S fellow England 
international, John Amaedri, 
has tonsillitis, the legacy of a 


.1 -.1. - 


By Nicholas Hauling . 

last week and Deon Hamcs. 
the American who shares 
some of the playmaking du- 
ties with McKinney, has a 
sprained elbow. Extra respon- 
sibfllty^ will be thrust upon the 
slim shoulders of Tyreft My- 
ers, the third Sharks guard. 

“All this may affect the way 
we play bat we’re deep 
enough to offset toe damage 
Finch saidL If the Sharks had. 
not been in contention for the 
Budweiser League title, 
Amaechi and Hames would 
have been pulled out of the 
league game away to Chester 
Jets last night 

Finch, who gave up playing 



league's second-youngest 
coach. He will' be hoping for 
more joy than the youngest 
Bob Donewald, whose 
Leicester Riders squad lost 
the National Cup final seven 
weeks ago. but Finch will be 
up against the vastly experi- 
enced London Towers coach, 
Kevin Cadle. 

The Towers have lost both 

league games to the Sharks 
this season but Cadle likes 
nothing less than to lose cup 
finals. If his squad’s form in 
the league victory over the 
Tigers .at Bracknell on Wed- 
nesday was anything to go by, 
the Towers are grimly deter- 
mined to hold On to the 
trophy. It may well be all they 


SPORT 


Pessoa puts 
paid to 
champion 

■ EQUESTRIANISM: 

Rodrigo Pessoa, of Brazil, 
gained a stirring win on 
the French-bred Fidji du 
Fleuiy in the Prix des 
Ecoliers, the opening event of 
the Paris- Bercy Volvo 
World Cup meeting, in Paris 
yesterday. Pessoa 
relegated the French national 
champion, Roger-Yves 
Bost, on Valle DGr, to second 
place by 034 sec Penny 
MacArthur writes). 

Geoff BiUington was the 
best of the three Britons 
competing, finishing 
seventh on Virtual Village 
Niko. He used the class to 
school his leading horse, It’S 
Otto, for the World Cup 
qualifier tomorrow. 

■ HOCKEY: After a I-I 
draw with Malaysia, the 
home nation, in the 
Sultan AzLan Shah 
tournament in Ipoh 
yesterday, England’s hopes 
of a bronze medal playoff 
disappeared when Germany 
lost 3-2 to New Zealand. 
Australia will meet Germany 
in the final tomorrow and 
New Zealand will play off for 
the bronze medal with . 

South Korea, leaving 
England and Malaysia u> . *■•; 
contest the wooden spoon. ^ 

■ CYCLING: Chris 
Boardman, victim of a flu :.va ■ 
outbreak that has affectetG^J 
many of the leading 
Europe, will not start in — ; 
the eight-day Paris-Nice evoir 
tomorrow. His Gan team fez , 
asked him to stand down td i 
help to accelerate his 
recovery. 

■ ROWme: Nearly 250 
eights will race from 
Mortfake to Putney in the 
wm Women’s Head this 
morning. Sutie Ellis, who 
earlier this week failed to be 
selected as the Cambridge 
University cox for the Boat 
Knot will steer Thames, 
the champions, in pursuit of 
her sixth Head victory. 

■ RUGBY LEAGUE; Colin 
Myter yesterday resigned as 
chief executive of Super' 
League Europe, complaining 
°‘ ™ s disillusionment 15 
months after his appointment 
Jojieadjhecprr^ 
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titter 9 

Race 
wins 103 


Pp^VtNG FORCES 199S 


1. Jjicquoo Vilisru.'iivt y* 
Canadian 
Ago: 26 
I Win:-,: 3 1 


Kevin Eason in Melbourne sees the speedy return of an invisible man 
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SCUDER1A FERRARI 
MARLBORO 

Construct or 
titles: 8 
Race t y,f- 

wins: 113 /r 


■^ 3i — tV 4. Eddie Irvine 
\ British 

\ * - Age: 32 

Best piecing: 2nd 
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5. Giancarln Fisicli 

Italian 

Age: 24 

Best placing: 2nd 
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west McLaren 
MERCEDES 

Constructor 
titles; 7 1^ /l 

Race T ' ■ 

wins: 107 ^ 


S. Mika Hakkincn 
W~ Finnish 

v \ Age: 2S 

Wins: 1 




9. Damon Hi 
5- • - 
A*" 37 
21 


W e should have 
known better 
than to believe 
the man with the 
strajghtest- face m sport Two 
days ago Michael Schu- 
macher breezed into town — 
the last driver to arrive for the 
Australi an Grand Prix — and 
promptly announced there 
was little chance that he could 
win die first race of die season. 
Twenty&ur hours later he 
scorched around die Albert 
Park tinant in the fastest 
practice time. 

There was hardy a hint erf 
irony in his voice, not a flicker 
of .a smile when be then 
announced afterwards that 
actually, his ft r ra ri stdl need- 
ed Co be devdoped before it 
would be ready to cany him to 
winning ways. 

It is impossible Id see what 
is .going. on inside the Ger- 
man's head, to read die mood 
of the anfy driver of the 
present crop who warrants 
giili y mtn . tftg panpeon of 
Formula One: Sayin ; that he 
has no chance is a deliberate 
diversion from a man who 
arrived here with a mild dose 
erf flu but would have told his 
rivals he was suffering from 
yellow fever if he drought that 
it would give him a psycholog- 
ical advantage. 

This week has been even 
more difficult than usual for 
Schumacher watchers, mainly 
because be has been close to 
invisible at a time when race 
drivers are usually omni- 
present in newspapers, maga- 
zines and on television. 
Jacques VDleneuve, the world 
champion, has appeared on 
just about every news bulletin 
for the past five days. 

Every interviewer has asked 
the same question; “What do 
you . think of Michael 
Schumacher?" The German, it 
seems, overshadows the whole 
Formula One circus. 
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20. Raff Sctiunaclwr 

Gorman 

AfiK22 

Beat placing: 3nl 


PROST PEUGEOT,, 

Constructor /<?.•' ' \ 

titles: 0 ; 

Ruco . J__ 

win*.: 9 J . 


12. Jntno Tr ;> I ! i 
_ 1 14 1 inn 

^ Ago. 23 

. . Best plncin;;: 4th 


ALBERT PARK. MELBOURNE 




Rivals attempt 
to put brake 
on new McLaren 


From Kevin Eason 


danka arrows 

Constructor 

titles: 0 

Race 4f\ 

wins: 0 .. -■> 



17. Mik.-i Solo 
Finnish 
A:;c: 32 

Be?it placing: 5th 
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IS. Rubens B.irrichello , 
Brazilian . 

Age: 25 '» 

st placing: 2nd 


TYRRELL FORD 

Constructor 

titles: 2 m y 

Race k '■ j> 

wins: 23 y 



21. Rtc.trdn Ktissct 
Br.iZiii.tr'. * 

^ Ago. 29 

- • Bus! placing: Sth 



22. Shinii Nukanc 

Jiipnno^o 

Age: 26 

gest phicing: 15t 


23 .E*teb«n Tn««> 
Ai»*«taten 
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THE first day of the Formula 
One season started with con- 
troversy as six teams joined 
forces to criticise a new brake 
system developed by the 
McLaren team. 

Cars had barely turned a 
wheel before team managers 
were putting their beads to- 
gether to complain about the 
design of the new McLaren. 
Much is expected of the 
Woking-basal team and 
Mika Hakkincn and David 
Conlthaxd immediately ob- 
liged .with fast practice times. 

According to suspicious en- 
gineers in some team garages, 
their speed and poise could be 
partially attributed to a new 
braking system. A second 
pedal allows the drivers to 
control the amount ofbraldng 
to both front wheds. enabling 
them to keep their cars bal- 
anced. 

By last night the Stewart 
Jordan, TWR Arrows, 
Sauber.- Benetton' and Ferrari 
trams had signed a letter of 
protest to officials of the FIA, 
Formula One’s ruling body. ■ 
The FIA has already rated the 
system legal, however, and 
showed no signs of backing ; 
down. There are thought to be 

other teams either with a 
similar system in place or in 
the process of developing one: 

Ron Dennis, the McLaren 
mimag in g director, said that 
I^ans for the designs wau 
sent to the FLA for inflection 
and approved long before the 
cars went into production. - 

David Richards, head of 
the Benetton team, criticised 
the innovation because it 
could force other teams to 
follow suit; raising their costs 
as they battled to narrow 
McLaaren’s advantage. “If that - 
h appens, then we have to 
question its validity," he said. 

Significantly, Williams, 
who • won die constructors’ 
championship last season, 
have not signed up to the 
protest, which was apparently 

inspired by F«wui Mc- 

Laren’s arch rivals. IF the Mc- 

[ arens continue to perform 

well here this weekend, the . 
chances- are high tiwl an 
official complaint w. be 
made, forcing the FIA to 


review McLaren ’s designs. If 
Ferrari win. peace is likely to 
reign. 

The pit-lane discussions 
were a distraction from the 
real action on the track, where 
Michael Schumacher proved 
that his chances here cannot 
be dismissed by topping the 
practice times and Hakkmen 
showed that he could be a 
dark horse in the champion- 
ship. 

Machinery was much on 
tbe mind of Damon HID, too. 
His Jordan has a hand- 
operated dutch, a device he 
las been using for the first 
time — and rather ineptly, he 


DETAILS 


PRACncCTNB: 1. M Schumachar (Ger. 
Farad} Into 33_S2fcec: 2, M Hdddnen 
pa McLrati 134 432: 3, J VCeneuve 
fcm. WUwmf 1 35X23: 4, A W*z (Austria. 
Bmitan] 135270; 5. D CoJtfxw! (08, 
McterenJ 13W« 6. RSctamadw per. 
Joidan) 1 2S.70S; 7. J Haiberl (G8. SoUxsO 
1353/a: a, j AM p. Ssubof 13B.0SS; B. 
JTnd (ft. Praefl 136231; 10 . M41 Barton 

(Bor. Wganms) 136741; 11, M Sato (Ph. 
1W Anowt) 136287: 12. R BanlchaBo 
fflr. Steuad) VSTSKOi 13, 0 MB (Ga 
Jontart 137.102: 14, O Pantt (B, Bon] 
137.102: - 15. R Rosea (Br. Tya^sj 
137.144; 16, J Iteanawn (Dot. S&Nwlj 
137.605: 17. E Wne (G8. FanarQ 137281: 
18, POrte Sr, TWR Artosre) 137228; 19, T 
TOcn (Japan, TynOn 136217; 20. G 
HadWi pr BeneCon) 138280; 21. 3 
Natarn (Japan. Mkm?9 139JM4; 2 a E 
Turn (A 19 . RCnard, 2nafl08). 

GRANDS PROC 70 COME: Tomorrow: 
AuBtmlian. Melbourne. Mar 28c BrazHan. 
Ska pm Apr 12 AroertkiB. Buenos 
Airac. Apr 26: San Martvv Imote. May 10c 
Spankh. Ban tom. May 24: Moneco. 
Man Carla Jtna 7; Carodaa MonmaL 
Jm 28c Fundi. MagnyCcxn. July 12: 
Bussh, SRetone Jury 2ft Austrian, 
Zeft*w. Aw 2: Gomian. NocfcanhaiA. Aiifl 

Monza Sept 2Xv Li«tSo«s, Nurtvr- 
gring. Nov 1: Japanaa, SuoJte 


candidly admitted yesterday. 
He was “getting the hang of 
it", he promised, managing to 
keep the engine running after 
a couple of early excursions 
into grass and graveL 
Tbe day did not Start too 
well either for Formula One’S 
youngest competitor, fistaban 
TUero, 19, took bos Minardi 
out on to a Formula One track 
for the first time in the 
morning practice session and 
p r omp tl y came to grief at the 
four t h corner. Tire afternoon 
was hardly any better: just 
one lap completed. Things 

can only, improve. 


MARK HO RSBURGH I REUTERS 




‘It was great to start 
working again. Now 
I am just looking 
forward to raring* 

hlfaybe Schumacher decid- 
ed that ahsenre might make 

hearts grow fonder. Maybe it 
was best to leave Villeneuve to 
do the talking about that 
incident inJ6rez last season? 

Schumadier is dearly tired 
of tire sulgect, particularly 
when asked by care interview- 
er whether he would be pre- 
pared to cut Villeneuve off at a 
corner again. Schumacher re- 
plied: "Wait and see l" Any- 
thing more could simply be 
twisted into yd another in a 
succession of rows. 

Perhaps he was right, then, 
to lay low instead of present- 
ing himself as a target for 
criticism, for the subject of his 
deliberate shunt into VQle- 
neuve at the European Grand 
Prix — which led to him being 
strippped of his second place 
in tire championship — 
seemed to have evajxxraled 
yesterday as the business of 
racing took over. 


Wards will not repair tire 
damage to Schumacher'S rep- 
utation. but wanhing him our 
on the damp circuit mastering 
a skittish Ferrari while others 
struggled it was difficult to 
mask admiration for a man so 
dearly a master of his craft, 
the best in the worid. 

"1 had a tong time off from 
driving, then started in Janu- 
ary. ft was great to start 
working again," he said. "As 
soon as 1 started, I loved tire 
way tbe car handled and 1 felt 
the satisfaction from driving 
and now I am just looking 
fo rward to racing again," he 


That is the essence of the 
man. Pundits here have been 
wondering whether he would 
have tire same lust for victory 
since he recently acquired the 
duties of husband and father. 
Others sneer that tire richest 
man in Formula One can 
afford to relax on the £20 
million a year Ferrari are 
reputedly paying him. That is 
to misjudge him. At 29, he is at 
tiie peak of his powers and 
stands on the threshold of 
history if he can bring Fferrari 
hs first world title since 1983. 

He has been with the team 
for two seasons and came dose 
to tiie drivers’ title last year in 
a car dearly inferior to tire 
winning Williams. 



T his year, though, he 
has the new F300 
developed by Kory 
Qyrne and Ross 
Brawn, who guided him to his 
two world tides at Benetton, 
and the burden of the expecta- 
tion of Luca de Montezomolo, 
tire Ferrari chairman, who 
clearly believes that he is due a 
dividend from his massive 
investment in the German. 

Schumacher still refused to 
talk up his chances yesterday. 
Chewing an an orange as he 
snuffled through his head 
cold, he said that tiie true form 
guide would only be written 
once the weekend was over. 

“We know we have done a 
good job on the car," he said. 
"Whrther it is good enough I 
am still not sure, but its close 
and we are developing it all 
the time so I am sure we will 
get there." 

Then again, why beh'eve a 
word that tire man says? Schu- 
macher will, as usual, be at his 
most convincing on the hack 
tins year and there is every 
chance that memories of tire 
villain of 1997 will be erased by 
the performances of 1998. 


0 




Towering performance: Schumacher begins to rebuild his reputation in Melbourne 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


David Powell on a team seeking their ninth consecutive win 


Queen of 
Plainmoor 
relishes 
high life 


TORBAY NEWS 


I f Torquay United had 
been as successful as the 
persona] iries in and 
around the dub lately, 
there would have been little to 
worry about. Gany Nelson, 
best-selling author and Tor- 
quay player/assistant-coach 
last season. Helen Chamber- 
lain. Sky football presenter 
and Torquay fanatic. So much 
publicity, so little to celebrate. 

Suddenly, though, the locals 
are wondering if there is some 
mistake on the football map. 
similar to those 
which can be 
found in the new 
holiday bro- 
chure for neigh- 
bouring 
Teignmouth. A 
photo reversal 
shows the resort 
the wrong way 
round and a 
700-year-old vil- 
lage moved 
from north to south of the 
river. Glance at the Nation- 
wide League third division 
table and it looks upside 
down. 

Torquay, instead of occupy- 
ing their usual place at the 
southern end, are up north. 
Two seasons ago, they would 
have chopped out of the 
League had Stevenage Bor- 
ough. the Vauxhail Confer- 
ence champions, had their 
ground up to standard on 
time. Last season. Torquay 
finished only three pants 
ahead of relegated Hereford 
United. 

As Reg Longman, a Tor- 
quay supporter for 51 years, 
put it while watching the 1-0 
victory over Cardiff City 1-0 on 
Tuesday: “1 bet at the start of 
this season, 95 per cent of 
supporters thought we would 
go down. We were poor last 



year and we did not have a 
penny to spend.” 

However, after a dub- 
record eight successive league 
wins, the Gulls are flying. 
Victory aver lowly Cambridge 
United today would edge them 
closer to the record of 14 
consecutive League wins 
shared by Manchester United. 
Bristol City and Preston North 
End. Five of Torquay^ next six 
matches are against opposi- 
tion from the lower half of the 
table. 

One worry, 
though: Kevin 

Hodges, the 
coach, has beat 
named third di- 
vision manager 
of the month for 
February. The 
last time Hodg- 
es received the 
award, 17 
months ago. 

Torquay fell 
from sixth to 21st 
place. 

Until this season, Hodges 
worked in a coaching team 
with Nelson, who drew on his 
experiences at Torquay to pen 
Left Foot In The Grave?, his 
follow-up to Left Foot For- 
ward. To Chamberlain, the 
graveyard has been an irre- 
sistible place. Co-host of Soc- 
cer AM. the four-hour ■ 
Saturday morning pro- 
gramme on Sky Sports Z she 
rarely misses a match, rush- 
ing straight from the studio. 

Rushing so fast that she was 
trapped twice for speeding and 
banned. “The lady who (jlpes 
so much for Torquay United." 
the man on the mike said as 
Chamberlain strutted onto the 
pitch at half-time against Car- 
diff. She used to feed sea lions 
at Chessington World of Ad- 
ventures, was a Bluecoat en- 



Chamberlain rushes straight from the television studios to see Torquay United play 


tertainer for Pontin’s. but 
nothing has endured like her 
love of Torquay United. 

It began while she was 
working as a local disc jockey 
and she returned to her musi- 
cal roots on Tuesday, phoning 
three fellow drummers to take 
their instruments into the 


to have the dub crest tattooed 
in a private place if the team 
reaches die play-offs, though 
she is hoping for automatic 
promotion. “Then I might get 
out of it," she said. 

Days such as these are rare 
in Torquay's history. There is 
not much to beat ’ by way of 


‘Chamberlain has twice been 
caught speeding to matches’ 


as chairman after abuse from 
supporters. Mervyn Benney. 
Bateson's successor, said that 
little has changed in the way 
the dub is run and that 
success has been buOt on 
collective spirit. 

Such as when Leon 
Hapgood was prevented from 
sharing in win bonuses, 
because he is an apprentice, 
and the other players had a 
whip-round; or when Rodney 
Jack, the dub's leading scorer. 


stands at Plainmoor after a 
long abstention. “I have rallied 
them back together tonight 
because the team was wanning 
and we had been chewing our 
fingers,” Chamberlain said. 
“Seven wins in a row and the 
crowd were quiet." 

Chamberlain has promised 


achievement: runners-up in 
the Sherpa Van Trophy final 
at Wembley in 1989. vanning 
promotion at Wembley to the 
old third division in 1991. 

Sad, then, that Mike 
Bateson, the dub's owner, no 
longer attends matches and is 
trying to selL He stood down 
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ed a £300.000 offer 
Crewe Alexandra and shook 
Hodges’? hand to thank him. 

While the dub has risen, 
and Hodges has groomed a 
winning team on a tight 
budget the overdraft has bean 
cut fcy 25 per cant to some 
£300,000. Fbr the visit of 
Cardiff, it was a filthy night — 
howling wind and driving 
rain — and Benney was not 
expecting a miracle at the gate. 

“We have got sea one side 
and that is half our trouble." 
he said, explaining low atten- 
dances. ‘They do not come in 
by boat and it is a bit rough 
tonight" 

Still, 3,358 arrived, just 15. 
months after gales had slipped 
dangerously dose to three 
figures. With a bang on the 
drum, tiie Torquay ship kept a 
steady course. And all who 
sailed in her were looking 
forward, no doubt to seeing 
the promised tattoo when they 
reach dock. 



mask of mystery 


A s assignments go, it 

should be easy 
enough. Iris not like 
asking Chris Sutton to auto- 
graph an England shirt or 
Gordon Stradtan to list his 
favourite referees. 

Toby Tyke, please, is the 
request “Hmmm, now 
you Ye asking." is the re- 
sponse. Toby is the official 
mascot of Barnsley PC and, 
while the dub is- new addi- 
tions to the FA Carling 
Premiership, Toby has been 
in the elite since he first 
strutted ' (walking is for 
assies) onto the Qakwdl 
pitch four years ago. 

Toby, see, is not one of 
those lightweight, fairy-cake 
mascots that shuffle apolo- 
getically along the perimeter 
fence. He is the authentic 
Yorkshire tyke — irreverent, 
energetic, drunk on life if 
he's not barking in your face, 
he’s barking at the moon. 

His antics have made the 
front page of the Daily Sport 
and the dub has twice issued 
missives calling for a tad 
more decorum. All the same, 
he is much loved at Oakwelk 
in fact, his colour photo- 
graph is in more demand at 
the Reds Superstore titan 
mast of the players’. 

If a superstar is measured 
fay his degree of availability, 
Toby is Barnsley's ailswer to 
Prince or Bruce Springsteen. 
“You 11 have to put the re- 
quest to Michael." the recep- 
tionist said. Michael is 
Mi chad Spinks, the dub's 
general manager/secretary 
no less, and self-appointed 
dog-handler. Calls to him 
r emain unretumed and a 
trip to Oakweh proves fruit- 
less despite Toby 1 *, presence 
at the ground. “He won’t see 
you until Michael says iris 
OK.” Spinks is an the phone 
and that has a meeting. It is 
all academic anyway, Toby 
has scarpered. 

Finally, on Spinks's blind 
side, Toby is tracked down — 
only by phone, mind. “You 
won’t put in ray real name 
wih you?” he asked nervous- 
ly. Instinctively. I ask him to 
wart while I draw the hlinds 
and check the tip of my 
umbrella for unusual sub- 
stances. - - 
Anonymity is promised 
and .The Artist Actually 
Known As Toby fTAAKAT) 
turns out to be a charming, 
guileless 19 year-old who, 
when not dressed as a dog, 
albeit one who stands on two 
legs and wears a football kit, 
works as a barber in Barns- 
ley. “The mascot job is great 
for me." he explained. T like 
messing about and acting 
the prat. When 1 go out with 
my mates on a Friday night 
there's always someone los- 
ing an eyebrow or some- 
thing." 

His notoriety owes much 


Mark Hodkinson studies the 


case of the Oakwell mascot 



to a toilet roll a toilet gesture 
and a set of Manchester City 
supporters who had had 
their noses rubbed in it once 
too often for their liking. 
"They said I dropped my 
trousers but 1 didn't,” he 
pleaded. “I just wiped my 
backside that's all and the 
City fans gat a right monk 
on.” A “monk", incidentally, 
is Bamsleyspeak for a bad 
mood, and not someone of a 
religious persuasion and a 
Howard Kendall haircut 
. Amid the tabloid furore, 
Toby almost resigned, in 
appropriately melodramatic 
fashion. They were writing 
all this stuff and . I thought 
'bugger it*. I was going to 
take my head off in the 
middle of the pitch. “ By "my 
head" hfr realty meant Toby’s 
head, - of course; ■ the; 
groundsman ,&ight' have 
complained otherwise, . 

His other misdemeanour 
saw him knock off a police- 
man's helmet dining Barns- 
ley’s an-pitch promotion 
party last, season. “He wrote 



Toby Ttykemore than 
a figure of fun 


a letter to the paper and said 
I'd set a bad example and all 
the kids would start doing 
the same thing now." lie 
sai d. Horror videos, violent 
computer games, Toby Tyke 
— their influence should be 
monitored. 

Most of the time, Toly is a 
lovable rascal and his adora- 
tion is such that he is invited 
to birthday parties around 
the town. "I’ve seen other 
mascots and they're not a 
patch on me. They don't do 
half the stuff I do." he said. 
Lofty the Lion. Bolton Wan- 
derers' furry talisman, is 
similarly triumphal, l prof- 
fer. Toby has more porten- 
tous news on the Lofty front. 
“I heard he got pork pies 
thrown at him at a recent 
match. You've got to watch 
that, iris important to know 
just how to treat the away 
fans." 

One imagines a special 
relationship between a man 
and his mascot suit When 
the performance is over and 
tiie suit is propped up lifeless 
and still, is there a moment 
of quiet reflection? “You Ye 
too knackered to feel owL It’s 
hard work in that suit, you 
sweat a right lot” The suit is 
due for replacement soon 
and the new one will be a 
different hue of brown. The 
children who watch his every 
swagger will be informed 
> that Tbby has had a bath and 
is showing his true colours. 

T he Artist Actually 
Known As Toby does 
not receive payment 
for his services, but has a 
seat reserved in an executive 
box. The offer of wages 
would be declined anyway: 
he's delighted to walk the 
hallowed turf and to support 
the dub in such a unique 
.way. He has two scrapbooks 
©fed With Cuttings about 
Toby Tyke and his bedroom 
wall is a shrine to this man- 
sized dog. • 

A photograph, perhaps of 
TAAKAT in tiie half-light 
next to his suit, would at 
least show there is someone 
in there. The request is 
turned down. A local hack 
offers empathy. “I found 
myself saying to someone at 
the dub, ‘come on, you know 
as well as I do that there is a 
bloke in there’." 

There is indeed a bloke in 
there, but such is the enigma 
surrounding Toby Tyke, he 
may soon prefer to Unger 
outside the butchers rather 
than the barbers. The staff at 
Barnsley should be afraid, 
very afraid, of meddling with 
half-man, half-dog legends. 


more 


N apoleon would 

have made Gianluca 
ViaDi a marshal 
His well-known question, 
before promoting any of 
bis generals, was: "Is Ik 
lucky?" And Viaili, in his 
first four matches as player- 
manager of Chelsea, 
seems to have proved that, on 
the big occasions at least, 
the force is with him. 

In the Coca-Cola Cup, 
Arsenal, who should have 
annihilated Chelsea at 
Highbury but won only 2-L 
were brushed aside in the 
return at Stamford Bridge. 
Viallfs first game in 
charge, and Chdsea were at 
Wembley. 

After two mediocre 
league performances, against 
Leicester City and 
Manchester United, on to 
Seville, where pessimism 
among the travelling press 
corps about the outcome 
of tiie Cop Winners’ Cup 
game seemed endemic; 
though nothing in Real 
Beds's own league form 
suggested they were 
monsters. 

There was scepticism, 
too. about Viaili^ credentials 
as a manager. In his 
native Italy, after ail he 
would not even be allowed 
on the bench because he has 
not! 


BRIAN 

GLANVILLE 



icate. 

Is he, as the sceptics 
think, a cynical appointment, 
a tilde like that of bis 
flamboyant predecessor. 
Ruud Gullit put there 
largely for his symbolic value, 
the great player who 
might attract other such stars 


Showed hims elf - 
remarkably shrewd, craftily 
engaging in what the 
Italians call pre taftica, the 
ait of confusing your 
opponents before a match. 

Yes, he assured us, 
before we set off from 
Heathrow, 4-3-3 would be 
die pattern. The implication 
bring that he would again , 
figure up front with Zola and 
either Mark Hughes or 
Tore Andre Fla No word of 
Eddie Newton who, in die 
event would play in midfield. 

Among those critics . 
closest to Chelsea, the very 
concept of 4-3-3 is a 
debatable one. There are 
those who believe that 
despite a famous win against 
Wimbledon in the FA Qm 



great tradition of 3-5-Z 
- which he had so carefully 
inculcated in every one of 
the dub’s teams. 

Viaili insisted after the 
victory on Thursday that 
Chdsea bad played 4-3-3 
of a sort thankstothe 
immense energy and 
versatility of Dan P e tre scu, 
■•jwbowhen not asserting 
Jifenseffin attack, dropped 
■ Bade to bolster tiie 
midfield. But you might take 
that with a pinch of salt 

Effectively, it was 44-2 
with Flo the essential joker in 
the pack. ‘I fed. I can do 
something if I play,?' Ho said 
and proved as good as his 
word. 

Where Chdsea could 
logically have been expected 
to threaten Betis in the air. 
where the Spaniards have 
been so weak all season. 

Ho ripped through their 
defence at ground level 
scoring twice in 13 minutes 

and leaving Betis a 
demoralised side for the 
rest of the first 
halt 

"Tore was in great 
condition and he played well 
in France for Norway," 

Viaffi said, "and I was sum he 

was going to play great," 

But no one could be sure. that 
his contribution could be 
as “great" as that. 

Indeed, after he had 
exploited OGas's horrific slip 
to score tire second _ 

Chelsea goal he virtually 
faded from view; but who 
could blame him? 

By the same token, who 
could ever have imagined 
, thill Mark Hughes would 
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Vialli’s tactical triumphs prove 

than beginner’s luck 


immediately after hefrad 
arrived asa substitute, and 
barely five minutes from 
tune? It was a miss that so 
nearly enabled Betis to 
save the game. The left flank 
of Chelsea’s defence was 
caught out and Hindi George 
had time to cross to the 
ever-threatening Alfonso, 
whose header was firm 
and accurate but still not 
good enough to beat Ed 
de Goey, who made such a 
dramatic save. 

.Stai had Chdsea been 
given the penalty that they 
probably deserved four 
minutes from half-time, 
instead of having Zola 
booked, all this might have 
been academic 

hat is it about 
Zola and referees? 

* j In the 1994 
world Cup, coming on as a 
substitute for Italy against 
Nigeria, he was sent off in 
short order and for no 
good reason by an inept 
Mexican. 

This time, when the big 
Yugoslav, Vidakovic brought 
him down in the penalty 
area. Ananas Ouzounov, the 
«rgely efficient Bulgarian 
referee, added insult to 
“TO wt only denying 
Zola a penalty but booking 
nun for diving, “i can’t 

hnllMla , • - - 



coach, said. 

Viaili insisted: ' 
only tiie first pmt 
match, we have 9 
minutes more to j 
London. This gar 

nvpr ” brut. 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


West Ham beginning to reap the 


benefit of a taxing inheritance 


O nce, before they realised 
just what a talent Frank 
Lam pan! Jr might be, 
there were those that 
accused him of trading off the good 
name of his lather. It hurt him 
deeply at die time. He was only 18. 
Now he is older and wiser and 
ready to admit that, in one respect, 
the detractors had a point “When 
mum called out’Frank’," he smiled, 
“I used to ignore her and pretend it 
was dad she was after. Mind you, I 
think he did the same." 

On the other 
side of the dress- 
ing-room at West 
Ham United’s 
training ground at 
•fChadwell Heath. 

■ across a floor lit- 
tered with mud 
and a host of wet 
towels, his father 
laughs, too. His 
son calls him “my 
biggest fan and 
my biggest critic”. 

Their relationship 
could be a model 
for fathers and 
sons everywhere, 
one that exudes 
warmth, mutual 
support and re- 
m spect. and has 
yielded' a host of 
positive results. 

Only for a few 
months back in 
the midst of last 
Frank Jr was 
into the team and his father was 
impatient for him to be given his 
chance rather than just dip his toe 
in the water, did if seem for the first 
time as though they were being 
persecuted for being father and 
son. Even that did not last for 
Ion 


trick in West Ham’s Coca-Cola Cup 
drubbing of Walsall last Novem- 
ber, and a subsequent fun of fine 
performances in foe centre of 
midfield, those who had been 
criticising Lampard Sr, Harry 
Redknapp’s No2 at Upton Park, 
and hinting — as people once did 
with John and Kevin Bond and 
Brian and Nigel Clough — that 
nepotism was responsible for his 
elevation to the first-team squad, 
were limed into a collective volte- 
face. 

Their embar- 
rassment was 
compounded 
when Frank Jr, 
who is still only 
19. received a call- 
up to the England 
B squad for the 



Face values the footballing world has learnt to respect the Lampards as much for their charm as for their undoubted sporting talents. Photograph: Peter Nicholls 


season, when 
to break 


Alter young Frank scored a hat- 


at .The Haw- 
thorns. He was 
brought on as a 
first-half substi- 
tute and was one 
of the few to im- 
press. Those who 
had written, him 
off because he was 
his father’s son 
are now thanking 
lampard Sr for 
bringing five boy 
up a West Ham 

fan 

For: all those 
who know both 
men. who reatiae that, just like that 
other father and son combination, 
Hany and Jamie. Redknapp, the 
tamjnrds are two of the most 
genuine, down-to-earth people in 
football, the son a credit to his 
proud father and both men full of a 
natural courtesy and affability that 
deserved a better response, it was a 
gratifying turnaround. For Lamp- 
ard Jr, it was a relief, too. 


“I was IS at flic time l started 
getting all the stick,” he said. “It is 
hard for someone that age to take it 
because you have got no 
experience. 

“I wasn't as thick-skinned as I 
am now. But I have come out the 
other side stranger. I am able to 
handle things now. It migh t be a 
good thing because it has made me 
a stronger personality. 

“You tty to ignore the criticism 
but that little bit can hurt you and it 
did. The feet was that I had always 
been a West Ham fen and I had 
always wanted to play for them. 
But there was a few comments I 
was told about, a few mumblings. 
The pant was that 1 had not proved 
any of them wrong because 1 bad 
only just broken into the tram, but 
this year it is a different 
story. 

“If I get any stick about my old 
man getting me in the team. lean 
just point to the England B caps 
and foe goals and that is all the 
proof I need. As dad always says: 
‘Let your football do the talking.’ 
and it has. It is the best way to shut 
that minority up." 


His father started pushing him to 
follow in his footsteps when be was 
6. Lampard Sr had a distinguished 
career with West Ham, winning 
the FA Cup with them in 1980, 
when they beat Arsenal, then- 
opponents to mor row in a quarter- 
final at Highbury, in the final. His 
finest hour came when he scored a 
back-post header after a cross from 
Trevor Brooking to take the east 


able to do otherwise in life. 1 
thought if be [Frank Jr] was good 
enough to come through as a 
player, then the rewards are there. 

“I think he will go on to surpass 
what I achieved as a player. He is 
going the right way. He is 19 and he 
has played for England B. I was a 
fell bade and I have always 
stressed to Frank that he should be 
more of an attacking player 


of plaudits, and even being men- 
tioned as an outside bet for a place 
in Glenn Hoddle-5 final 22 for the 
World Cup. 

“Part of the reason for the 
progress I have made,” he said, “is 
that I made a conscious effort at one 
stage when I was 17 that I needed to 
add more to my game. I could 
always hit the pass and be neat and 
tidy but that extra bit of scoring 


C If I get any stick about my old man getting me in the team, 
I can just point to the England B caps and the goals } 


London dub past Everton in the 
semi-final replay. 

“I come from Canning Town,” 
Frank Sr said. "It is right on the 
doorstep for the dub. In those days, 
times were hard and one way out of 
it was to become a footballer. All 
my mates at school; all we wanted 
to be was footballers. 

“1 just felt that I had done all 
right and that football had given 
me the chance to experience things 
and places I wouldn’t have been 


because it is always the midfielders 
and the strikers who get all the 
accolades.” 

Now, of course, those accolades 
are starting to flood in. After 
spending much of last season on 
the substitutes' bench, labouring to 
establish himself while Rio Ferdi- 
nand, the other outstanding prod- 
uct of the new West Ham Academy, 
was being praised to the skies and 
touted as the best young player in 
the country, he is gelling his share 


goals and being box to box just 
gives you more to your game. 

“You realise you need that part to 
your game if you are going to be a 
complete player. I think it was 
probably dad as well who 
drummed that in to me. 

rrhe feet that Rio got so much 
praise first helped me. too. At the 
end of last season, when Rio broke 
in. he got loads of accolades and it 
was all totally deserved. Maybe 
that was a little jolt I needed. I saw 


Rio getting all the praise and 
getting in the side and 1 thought: ‘I 
want that,’ and 1 went for it 

“1 pulled my finger out over the 
summer and I came bade deter- 
mined to get my own thing going. 
Now people want to talk to me, 
reporters want to talk to me, and 
my face is on the telly. Now both of 
us are coming through and people 
are talking about us both. 

“1 would like to keep the door 
open to the World Cup in France. I 
would never say: '1 don't think 1 am 
going to get picked.’ There are ten 
games left for the dub and if you 
can perform in the bigL games for 
West Ham then you never know 
who is watching. I just have to keep 
performing for the dub and if we 
could get to tire FA Cup Final in my 
first foil season that would be 
fantastic.” 

Before he gets up to go, he says he 
does not remember much of his 
dad* career, which ended in 19S6 
when he was 8. "Just the bit at the 
end when he was in the reserves.” 
he says with a grin. 

Across the room, his dad is stiD 
smiling. 


Fifa shows 
, red card to 
tackles from 
behind 


By Our Sports Staff 


DANGEROUS tackles from 
behind will be outlawed from 
the World Cup finals this year 
and punished with a red card, 
Fifa. the world governing 
body, decided yesterday. 

The International Football 
Association Board, the game’s 
ultimate lawmaking body, 
passed an amendment to the 
law governing fouls and mis- 
conduct that read: “A. tackle 
from behind which endangers 
the safety of an opponent must 

be sanctioned as serious foul 

^Sepp Blatter, the Fifa gener- 
al secretory, said: “There is 
nnlv one solution, expulsion, 
« red card. The tackle from 
* behind is the bane of the 
modem game." _ 

Kewn Ridden, the Fife refer- 
eeing instructor, said:_“WeYe 
row*" looking at a situation 

where a player ^te^far 
The ball with one foot but 
follows through on the man 
with the other. We want to 

eliminate brutaBty. 

The Board also agreed to 
U ivc the Football Association 
the task of studying the viahih- 
iv of using technical vdt to 
help referees to decide wheth- 
er the hall has crossed the 
.nuillinc. Blatter made it dear 
r,r„ l ife would not consider 
ihnS aids to hdp with 
Seine decision* an any 
MthL-r^an of the field of p^y-_ 
n Tlw England women* 
[t.-uh play Germany in a 
l w d Cup group three quah- 
J^nSatMillwalrtNaw 

• L i wu-iiW 


;u wu- vJr* BJ-’l ■ I* gugn gwmw. F 
rutnen ■PJT'q’cbiW fPOKOM 
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Gross rebukes Klinsmann after row 


By Matt Dickinson 


A BATTLE for power, and 
popularity, within the Totten- 
ham Hotspur dressing-room 
was the cause of an angry row 
betwten Jfirgen Klinsmann, 
file dub’s Germany striker, 
and Christian Gross, the 
coach, this week that has 
plunged the relegation-threat- 
ened side into fresh crisis. 

Klinsmann insisted yester- 
day that he and Grass would 
“go in different directions"- at 
the end of the season because 
of the feud. He was less 
specific about who he wanted 
to depart, but it appeals 
certain that the German will 
leave after Gross exerted his 
authority with a stem public 
rebuke last night 

On the surface, the pair’s 
heated exchange after the 1-0 
victory against Bolton Wan- 
derers on Sunday was over 
tactics. Specifically, 
Klinsmann wants David 


Ginola pushed out to the left 
wing and Gross is adamant 
that the Frenchman should 
play through the middle: The 
raw, in German, was heard by 
other players and was not the 
first time the pair had squab- 
bled over the issue. - 

That disagreement how- 
ever, is believed simply to 
have provided; Klinsmann, 
with an excuse to air more 
widespread frustrations at the 
management style of Gross 
and voice the belief that he 
could do a better job. 

However, Klinsmann app- 
ears to have misjudged Ms 
own strength. While Gross 
-has been struggling to lift 
Tottenham away from the 
■relegation zone, Klinsmann’S 
record since .returning to the 
dub has been little better. with 
just one goal in nine games. 

Moreover. Alan Sugar, the 
dub chairman, is believed to 
have put his support behind 
Gross yesterday as the Swiss 


coach issued a blunt put-down 
to the 33-year-old player. “J 
have the greatest respect for 
what Jurgen has done in a 
long and successful interna- 
tional career, but he is still a 
squad member and has to 
accept my decisions about 
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Power struggle: Gross and 

Klinsmann are at odds 


who I play and where I play 
them.” Gross said. "We still 
have nine crucial games and 1 
need a very positive altitude 
from him. When Jurgen 
rejoined us. It was very dear 
that he was coming here for 
six months to help us out of 
our problems and it is that 
help that we and all our fens 
now need." 

Klinsmann, despite his pop- 
ular image, has never been 
shy about airing his views on 
tactics and colleagues’ abilities 
arid that has led to disagree- 
ments at previous dubs. He 
claimed yesterday, however, 
that Sugar had encouraged 
him to speak his.mind. 

“When I came over, one 
thing Alan Sugar asked me for 
was my input and that is what 
I have done, telling them 
[Gross and the players] what 
we should change and what 
we should do better.” he said. 

“I have put a lot of energy 
doing that but I have had no 


feedback. I have reached the 
paint where I have to stop in 
order to concentrate on my 
own game. 

“Christian and I have totally 
different opinions about 
things and about handling 
things. But I just don’t want 
any more of this stuff going 
on. He is the manager and I 
respecr that, even if I do have 
different ideas." 

Tottenham’s problems have 
jeopardised Klinsmann's 
chances of leading Germany 
in the World Cup this sum- 
mer. His prospects could sink 
further if he is dropped, a 
likely outcome of his row with 
Gross. 

□ Newcastle United's prepa- 
rations for their FA Cup 
quarter-final at home to 
Barnsley tomorrow received a 
setback when Keith Gillespie, 
their winger, was arrested in 
connection with an alleged 
incident at a Gateshead hotel 
on February 15. 



vision 


REFEREES have come under 
increasing attack this season 
as manages, players and 
supporters seek a convemait, 
often helpless, target on which 
to vent their frustrations. 
: However, it is 
with tongue firmly m cheek 
that Total Football — the 

“ultimate fans’ magazine^as 

it likes to call itself- has crane 
Si with an idea that it feds 
may lead to more accurate 

° f 7 iut?Football has teamed 
up with Vision Express, the 
national optiaan djaia to 
offer cut-pnce eye tests to the 
hard-prised men_in £“^t 

dTSl they iwve to do » 
produce a copy erf themaga 
2n- a bona fide referees 
whistle or linesman’s flag ajd 
anFA refer**' 

Tb«i .instead of Go.95, me 

Stwll cost only £ 10 - What a 

magnificent gesture. 


Meaty fee 

Tony Cascarino. the Ireland 
and AS Nancy striker, once 
famously moved from Crock- 
enfaUL of the Kent League, to 
Giflingham for a set of 
tracksuit tops. Jiul Petrosani, 
bottom of the Romanian sec- 
ond division; find themselves 
in much the same boat as 
CrockenhiU and. at present, 
prefer material transfer fees 
rather than readies. Thus, 
Ijviu Baicea has left in ex- 
change for ground equipment 
and Ion Radu has moved on 
for 500 kilos of port. 

Ar the draw for the FA 
Carbberg Vase semi-finals ' 
and Carlsberg Pub Cup quar- 
terfinals at Lancaster Cate 
on Monday. Graham Kelly, 
esteemed chief executive tfthe 
football Association, was kept 

well away from the trophies. 



At the event last year. He 
managed to drop the Vase. 
This year, on the basis that a 
safer pair of hands was need- 
ed, Peter Shilton was entrust- 
ed with doing the honours. 


on or off the pitch. It now 
appears that his driving abili- 
ty may be similarly flawed, 
with almost-tragic conse- 
quences this week when his 
car was in collision with an- 
other on a no-overtaking 
stretch of road near Parma’s 
training ground. Happily, 
Tina Mossini, 62. the other 
driver, was discharged from 
hospital after receiving treat- 
ment for a bruised shoulder 
and gashed forehead. “It was 
all my fault," Asprilla said. “I 
shouldn’t have a ttempted the 
manoeuvre." 


Video evidence 


that money was handed to the 
match referee before the sec- 
ond leg which the Belgian 
dub won 34) to go through 3-2 
on aggregate; Forest are pre- 
paring a case, collectively and 
individually, in an attempt to 
win compensation — either 
financial ora place in Europe 
at AnderiechPs expense. 

So check out foe loft sort 
out foe cupboards and sift 
through foe kiddies’ toy box- 
es. Phil Soar. Forest's chief 
executive, would like to hear 
from anybody who has a 
dusty okl video of foe conten- 
tious match in question. 


Tino’s error 


Faustino AspriUa’S erratic 
play, and tinwti«*ping. were 
features of his brim stay with 
Newcastle United. Few people 
knew what to expect from him. 


.Nottingham Forest are step 

S up their efforts to win 
redress against Ander- 
teefat after foe revelations of 
bribery arising from their 
Uefk Cup semi-final in 1984, 
Although it has been admitted 


STRANGE BUT TRUE: the 
day after Brian Little resigned 
as manager of Aston Villa, the 
following advertisement ap- 
peared in .the Birmingham 
Evening Math “Aston Villa 
bench coat, size extra large, 
superb cond. £45.” 


Beck dismissed 
by Lincoln after 
going missing 


By Russell Kempson 


e, 


SACKING season or silly 
season? Either way, John 
Beck, of Lincoln City, joined 
the growing list of departed 
managers yesterday when he 
was dismissed by the Nation- 
wide League third division 
dub. He is the 33rd manager 
in England and Scotland to 
leave since pre-season train- 
ing got under way in July of 
last year. 

Beck left Sind) Bank only 
two days after the dub had 
said that it could not afford to 
;et rid of him. He spent only 
r minutes at a board meet- 
ing that lasted several hours, 
after which John Reames, the 
Lincoln chairman, said: “John 
Beck will not be fn charge of 
team affairs for the match at 
Leyton Orient [today], Shane 
Westley, his assistant, will be 
in charge. 1 cannot say any- 
thing further." 

It is believed that Beck was 
relieved of his duties because 
of disciplinary reasons. He 
was called before the board to 
explain why he went missing 
for five days, without leave of 
absence, after the game 
against Cambridge United 
last month. He was also 
punished by the dub earlier in 
the season after an alleged 
assault on Danny Lynn, 17, a 
trainee at the club. Lynn 
claimed he had been grabbed 
by the throat and threatened. 

“I’m packing my things and 
leaving the dub but I’m going 
to appeal against what it has 
done to me," Beck said. “I 
think it’s unfair and unjust 
I’m very disappointed with 
what has happened and the 
stance the dub has taken.” 
Beck led Cambridge United 
from the fourth division to the 
brink of the old first division 
in 1992, when they lost in the 
play-off semi-finals to 


Leicester City. He took over 
Lincoln in October 1995. when 
they were struggling to stay 
out of the Vauxhall Confer- 
ence, and guided them to 
eighteenth place. 

Lincoln finished ninth last 
season but led the third divi- 
sion in December, helped by 
an unbeaten run of IS league 
and cup matches. They have 
since slipped to eighth and 
were also knocked out of the 
FA Cup second round by Em- 
ley. the Uni Bond League pre- 
mier division side. Crowds 
have fallen to juri above 2,000 
and, an Tuesday night, sup- 
porters chanted for Beck's 
departure during the 1-1 draw 
against Swansea City. 

The Football League is to 
blow the whistle on the mys- 
tery that frequently surrounds 
the amount of stoppage time 
referees add on at the end of 
each half. It has decided to 
copy its Italian counterparts 
and tell supporters how many 
extra minutes will be played. 

From next weekend, the 
reserve official will be told by 
the referee how long wiU be 
added on and he will then hold 
up a substitutes’ board to 
inform fans. The scheme will 
be implemented on a trial 
basis until the end of this 
season, with a view to it 
coming into operation at the 
start of the 1998-99 season. It 
may also be used during the 
Coca-Cola Cup final between 
Chelsea and Middlesbrough 
at Wembley on March 29. 

Chris Hull, a League 
spokesman, said yesterday: 
“This is a facility that is at 
present in operation in Serie A 
matches, but foe Football 
League will pioneer the 
system in this country and will 
experiment with it until the 
end of the season.” 
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FA CUP QUARTER-FINALS 


FOOTBALL SATURDAY 



NEWCASTLE UNITED 
v 

BARNSLEY 

Tomorrow, 5.0 (sold out) 


Oliver Holt 
If the reports 
from Dublin are 
accurate, 
Newcastle 
appear to have 
devoted modi of 
their prepara- 
tion for the game tomorrow 
evening knocking lumps out of 
each other during a brief sojourn 
in Ireland. There has been talk of 
headlocks, right hooks and the 
hurling of traffic cones. Some 
might say it is just the right kind 
of tutelage they need for a 
muscular quarter-final tie 
against Barnsley. 

The Yorkshire side, who have 
moved up to the edge of the 
Premiership relegation zone, 
bundled Manchester United out 
of the FA Cup in the last round 
with a physical display at 
Oakwell that caused the champi- 
ons to lose their cod collectively. 
Barnsley are rallying now, im- 
proving with every game and 
such are the troubles at St James' 
Park that it is still anyone's guess 
who will progress to the semi- 
finals. 

If Newcastle can put the spat 
between Alan Shearer and Keith 
Gillespie behind them and rely 
on the Northern Irishman to 
supply the crosses that the 


England captain thrives on, then 
Kenny Dalglish's team should 
be marginal favourites to go 
through, if only because of home 
advantage. 

With Gary Speed in to bolster 
the midfield and Shearer gradu- 
ally recovering his fitness, 
Dalglish must be hoping for 
some late season improvements 
to add a gloss to what has been a 
desperately disappointing sea- 
son. The FA Cup represents his 
last opportunity to salvage some- 
thing from its ruins and the 
pressure on him and his team 
will be intense. 

Barnsley are in the mood to 
profit from any uncertainties in 
their opponents. They seem to 
have got their second wind, at 
last to have found their feet in 
the top division and their win 
over United has bred new confi- 
dence in them. 

John Hendrie. who scored in 
both ties against United, appears 
rejuvenated alongside Ashley 
Wank Darren Barnard has 
proved he has one of the sweetest 
left feet in the league on the left 
flank; Neil Redfcara is a fine 
anchoring player at the heart of 
midfield and Clint MarceUe and 
Martin Bullock can cause prob- 
lems running at defences. 

The tie has got the makings of 
a vaudeville classic. There is 
something about it. a feeling, a 
hunch, that whoever wins will go 
on to lift the Cup. 

NEWCASTLE UN TED (3-&2J: S Given — S 
Waison, D Peacock, S Pearce — W Barton, K 
GUospre. G Speed. R Lee. A Ptotane — A 
Andereson, A Shearer 

BARNSLEY (3-5-2): □ Watson — A de Zaeuw, 
N Ended. S Jones — M Botocfc, C MareeSe. N 
Ftodteam, E Tinkler, D Barnard — - J Hendrie, A 
Ward. 

Referee: N Barry. 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: Live 
on Sky Sports 2, from 4pm. 

■ PREDICTION: Newcastle to 
end another romance. 


Wild Rovers: Batty and Le Saux are kept apart by Sherwood daring Blackburn Rovers’ spectacular retreat from Moscow 


BROTHERS IN ARMS 

Aten Shearer and Koith GUaspie mg V not 
be the test players to Und drosstogtacm 
harmony elusive. Here are TT parrs or foam- 
mates vvtw ctecovwwfa new meaning to 
"raffing ft off" 

1. David Hirst and Benito Carbon* 

"I preferred you wah your hast long. Hrsr 
all^diysaAto Carbone and all heft broke 
loose 

2. Martin Buchan and Gordon Hffl 
Buchan fufSBed the wtshoa at awy -non- 
Man U tan in the country when ha dtoped 
the original ‘Xkxdmay Retf ' around fas aa 

3. Graeme Le Saux and David Batty 

A cold night m Moscow was warmed 
conskferatiiy when the Blackburn pair 
resorted ro ftstrcu/fe to sente a rtspura 
about the date of the Russian RwdbAon 

4. Mike Flanaghan and Derek Hate* 

The Chariton frontman were sent off alter 
they became overheated during a Cup be 
against Maidstone at The VaHey 

5. Brace Grobbetaar and Stew McManaman 
"Now exactly whose fault was if rhat wo 
conceded that goat?" 

a Graeme Hogg and Craig Levine 
An argument over a defensive moc-tp 
during a friendly 0 fed to both men being 
sent off, Hogg being shown the red card 
white he lay on a stretcher 
7. Eric Cantona and Bruno Martin 
Long before Matthew Simmons. Eric took ft 

out on his own ’keeper at Auxsrre 
a Tosh McKWay and Henrik Larseon 
Another disagreement mar hairstyles, this 
time at Celtic 

9. Brian Laws and h/ano Bonetti 

The Itatian was in stitches at the Grimsby 
player-manager's half-time oratory 

10. Neil Ruddock and Robbie Fowler 
‘Tm the only fouler at ttus dub," Nell said 

11. John Ffcshanu and Lawrio Sanchez 
Sanchez alleged that Fash had used 
martial arts techniques to attack him. Good 
job it was before Gladiators 

Compiled by Richard Whitehead 



ARSENAL 

WEST HAM UNITED 
Tomorrow. 3.0 (sold out) 


Rob Hughes 
Any team car 

putting Black- 
I k urn Rovers 
**** of the FA 
Cup demands 

a respect, but 

Harry Redknapp’s headache 
is whether he can field a West 
Ham United side remotely 
resembling the real thing for 
the quarter-final at Highbury. 
Even allowing for managerial 
disinformation. West Ham 
are down to die bare bones. 

After the dull draw between 
the dubs last Monday — 
blamed on the Upton Park 
morass — Arsenal have home 
ground plus the return of 
Dennis Bergkamp, whose 
back pain has eased and 
whose invention is derisive. 
Additionally, Ray Parlour’s 
strained hamstring feels bet- 
ter each day. So Arsenal are 
in reasonable shape despite 
the continued absence of Sea- 
man. Bould and Wright 

West Ham’s fortunes rest 
between the registration 
office, the medical-room and 
the sin bin. Trevor Sinclair is 
Cup-tied, John Hartson’s 
indiscipline rules him out for 
three games and, though 
Samassi Abou returns after 
his four-match ban for man- 
handling a referee, he might 
run the gauntlet of Adams and 
Keown alone tomorrow. 

Redknapp, the manager, 
could ask Paul Kitson. again, 
to sacrifice himself for the 
cause, but that goes against 
advice that Kitson “s abductor 
muscle needs a month to six 
weeks of rest and rehabilita- 
tion. The alternative, Lee 
Hodges, is 5ft Sin. bom locally 
and bursting far more than 
ten minutes to make his name 
but surely too inexperienced to 
be thrown to the Arsenal 
heavies in the week of his 
twentieth birthday. 

The West Ham defence is 
also suffering. Craig Forrest 
the Canada goalkeeper, might 
reclaim his place from Ber- 
nard Lama tan Tim B reacker 
is unfit Rio Ferdinand doubt- 
ful and David Unsworth. 
unhappy at speculation that 
he and his wife are homesick 
for Merseyside, undo- treat- 
ment for a ligament injury. 

Consequently, West Ham 
will pads midfield, where 
John Moncur is ready to 
resume and Eyal Berkovic is 
fortunate that Emmanuel 
Petit’s appalling late tackle on 
Monday missed his shins. 

ARSENAL (probable: 4-4-2): A Mnringer 
— L Own. A Adams. M Mown. N 
WMertxan - R PWour, P Vtfm. E PS*. M 
Overman — D Bwgkanp. N AinHul 
WEST HAM UNtrei tponfcte; 3-5-1-1J: C 
Fartw»—SPi3l».|R«us l DUnawrth— 
A impey, S Urns, J Moncur, E BwWwfc, S 
Lazaricfe — F Lompart — S «»u. 
Rotaw UflaecL 

■ TELEVISION: Tomorrow: 

Live on ITV, from 2.35pm. 

■ PREDICTION: Bergkamp to 
make the deference. 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP 


Kempson 
It is a tale of 
everyday York- 
shire folk; a tale 
of confusion, bit- 
terness and re- 
crimination, of 
unbridled passion and broken 
promises, of accusation and 
rounter-accusation. No, not 
Emmerdale, but Sheffield Uni- 
ted FC and pic, where fact has 
merged with fiction tins week 
and created a troubled backdrop 
to their FA Cup quarter-final at 
Highfield Road tins afternoon. 

In the first episode, Nigel 
Sparkman, the United manager, 
resigned his job, after only nine 
months, in protest at what he 
considered was lade of support 
from' the boardroom. Episode 
two included United surrender- 
ing their unbeaten home record 
in the Nationwide League first 
divirion, when they lost 1-0 
against Ipswich Town, and the 
resignation of Mike McDonald, 
tire chairman, after he had in- 
curred the wrath of the fans. 

Episode three has seen Mike 
McCabe, a director, try to recon- 
struct the chain of command at 
Bramah Lane, at the same time 
as the pic announced a loss of 
£3.1 million for the six months to 
December 31. The twist in the 
plot came when it was revealed 
that Spademan may return now 
that McDonald, who curiously 
accused Spademan of "lade of 
bottle”, has stepped down. 

“Drama only lasts a few hours 
or days,” McCabe said yester- 
day. “If people have abilities in 
team management and profes- 
sional management, they can 
soon overcome dramas, get back 



COVENTRY CfTY 
v 

SHEFFIELD UNITED 

Today, 3.0 (Bold oul) 


to work and start enjoying it 
again. Nigel conducts himself 
well. He’s a sensible chap and 
has been prepared to listen. 
Board members recognise with 
hindsight that maybe things 
could have been handled differ- 
ently. We're in discussions at 
present with possible appointees 
for the position of team manager 
and they indude Nigel" 

Though dearly making plans 
for Nigel, United will stfil have 
Steve Thompson as acting man- 
ager against a Coventry City ride 
seeking its eight successive vic- 
tory in league and cup. Thomp- 
son will be without Dean Saun- 
ders and Roger Nflsen, because 
of injury, and also lan Rush, 
Shaun Derry and Jon CuUen, 
who are Cup-tied. 

COVENTRY CTTY {probabta; 4-ri-2): S 
Ogrizowc — R Nissan, D Dabbt G Broon. M 
Hal — N Whaian. P Tetter. G Boateng. TE 
SoKmdt — □ Hudcartiy, V MdckMn. 
SHEFFIELD UNITED (poaribie: 4-42): A KaBy 
— C Short. D Hofcteworth. L Sandfond. W Quhn 
— V Bobokto. N Muter. R Ford, GTStuart — G 
Taylor. Marts*). 

Ftoferea S Dunn 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
tfgbqgBBCI 10.25pm, extended 

■ PREDICTION: Coventry cruise 
to eighth successive win. 


Oliver Holt 
On Wednesday 
Leeds heaped 
more trouble on 
the already 
rounded shoul- 
ders of Christian 
Gross, when 
they pushed Tottenham Hotspur 
towards the foot of the Premier- 
ship. Today, at Elland Road, 
they will send Wolverhampton 
Wanderers into crisis if they 
knock them out of the FA Cup. 

Wolves’ hopes of making the 
Nationwide League first division 
play-offs suffered a cruel blow on 
Wednesday when they were 
denied a home victory against 
the bottom dub, Stoke City, by a 
last-minute, scrambled equal- 
iser. More and more, it looks as 
though tiie Cup is their last 
chance of achieving any tangible 
reward for this season. 

They will gain some encour- 
agement from Leeds’s surprise 
exit from the Coca-Cola Cup at 
the hands of Reading before 
Christmas, but George Gra- 
ham’s side have not lost their 
reputation fen- obduracy and 
they must be the favourites to go 
through to the semi-finals. 

In attack, Rod' Wallace and 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink have 
rediscovered their form and now 
that tiie highly rated Harry 
Kewell has returned from all 
manner of adventures with Aus- 
tralia, he has given the York- 
shire side more options going 
forward. 

Their goalkeeper. Nigel 
Martyr), has been displaying 
uncharacteristic uncertainty re- 
cently, with crucial errors 
against Newcastle United and 
Southampton in . successive 



LEEDS UNITED 

WOLVERHAMPTON WAND 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


matches and. in Dougie Freed- 
man and Steve Bufi. Wolves 
have strikers who could cause 
him more problems. 

Keith Curie has been playing 
through the pain of a foot injury 
in defence but Wolves can rety 
on the precocity of Robbie 
Keane, the 17-year-old Irish mid- 
fielder who was given a trial 
with Leeds two years ago but 
was ignored and signed for 
Mark McGhee instead. 

“He plays the game like a kid,” 
Mkk McCarthy, the Ireland 
manager, said of Keane. “It is as 
if he has gone on the field with 
his mates, put tiie jumpers down 
and just got on with it But over 
and above that, he's got ability 
and an eye for goal and while at 
his size he gets muscled out of it 
occasionally; he's not shy of 

LEEDS UNTO) N Martyr* - A 

Maytauy, R Mofcmwr, M HkJan, I Hate — G 
Hatn, L Bom», D Hojpkin. H Kmnl — JF 
Hassetnirtc. R Wtfaca. 

WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS (4-4-Z): M 
Sowed — K Muscat K Curl* D Rfctarefc-L 
Naylor — C Robinson, ft Koane. S Osborn, M 
Mto — S Bull D Freedm a n. 
RahraePDurMn. 

■ TELEVISION: Today. Match of 
the Day. attended Ngraghts. 

■ PREDICTION: Leeds to win. 



LIVERPOOL 

v 

BOLTON WANDERERS 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


9 David 

Maddock 
It has been an 
interesting 
week at An- 
field, with 
Steve Hark- 
ness the centre 
of much attention. The Liver- 
pool players, of course, do not 
believe tiie allegations against 
him, but it has not stopped the 
practical jokes at his expense. 

Behind the joking, however, 
there are doubts about Stan 
CoUymore’s motives, brought 
into sharp focus by a tele- 
phone call from the Aston 
Villa man to a Liverpool 
player. CoUymore suggested 
that he had not gone to the 
press with his allegations and, 
further, had not said the 
tilings attributed to him. The 
forward was not exactly popu- 
lar in his time at Anfield and 
there is a feeling around the 
Merseyside dub that this 
could be his revenge. 

Whatever, Harkness will 
keep his place against Bolton 
Wanderers today; Liverpool 
need to show support to their 
under-fire defender. 

Neil Ruddock is slowly re- 
turning. to fitness, after a 
heavy Christmas, but is un- 
likely to figure. Instead. Roy 
Evans will pin what little faith 
he has left: m the players who 
lost at Villa Park, with the 
possible exception of a rare 
start for Patrik Berger. 

There is a danger of Liver- 
pool slipping quietly out of 
even tiie reckoning fora Uefa 
Cup {dace. For Bolton, the 
danger is rather more serious. 
They are firmly anchored in 
the bottom three and appear 
to lack the means to do 
anything about iL 
They are still squirming 
about the decisions that cost 
thorn valuable points at Tot- 
tenham Hotspur last week, 
but then whoever heard of a 
team at the bottom having 
outrageous good fortune? All 
Colin Todd can do is restore 
Scott Sellars after suspension 
— and offer up a little prayer. 


UVEHFOO, 
R Jonas. J 



ON MONDAY 


Brilliant inrights or hopeless - 
guesses? Check our writers’ 
predictions against then- 
weekend match reports 


Keith Pike 
Manchester Uni- 
ted may be de- 
lighting in their 
newjma^£ as the 

draw, specialists 
of Europ ^ b^ rit 
was not a lade o F fluttS^or 
ambition that got themmSs^in 
the first place and normal sgsge 
should be resumed at rgfggr 
borough this afternoon 
champions Took to extend jjflSsr 
11-paint lead in the FA Cgrfmg 
Premiership. *■ * -• 

“Irs given me an idea,” Ron 
Atkinson, in his role as ITV 
pundit said on Wednesday as he 
watched United grind and lump 
their way to a goalless draw in 
Monte Carlo- “Ill see if we can get 
a car park built under the pitch 
far Saturday.” 

Hie Sheffield Wednesday man- 
ager had every right to be fearfuL 
A 6-1 hammering that Wednes- 
day sustained at Old Trafford tm 
November 1 spelt die end of the 
road for David Heat his prede- 
cessor as manager, who was 



SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 
v 

MANCHESTER UNTTED 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


. dismissed twodayslater. Neither 
ran Atkinson bank bn United 
suffering one: of those pOri-Euro- 
pean Cuqp hangovers teat used to 
afflict them. Just as Alex Fergu- 
son'S team have learnt the value 
of a more pragmatic approach an 
their continental travels, so they 
have tended to show no ill-effects 
next time out 

Last season they wot just three 
of their eight league games after 
such exertions; this season only 
Arsenal have managed to 
capitalise, with the other five 
opponents failing to register a 


single goal between them. United 
have kept 16 dean sheets in 28 
league games to boot, although 
Schmeichd will not be able to try 
to add another. The goalkeeper 
failed a fitness test yesterday, but 
Beckham and Gary Neville are 
expected to play. Irwin is definite- 
ly out joining Ballister and 
Giggs. ' 

Atkinson, who has Hyde sus- 
pended and Rudi doubtful can- 
not afford such luxuries, 
although after the 3-0 defeat away 
to Derby County last Saturday — 
“maybe tiie worst performance 
by any team l have managed" ■— 
It would be surprising if Booth 
and Magilton were not readied. 

SHEFRELD WEDNESDAY (possfcte; 4-3-1-2): 
K Pressman — E BmroB, J Nnwsom*. D Walter. 
A HncMMa — J Magttoa P Atfnraa M 
Pambridgo — B Carbone — A Boctfh, P di 
Canto. 

MANCHESTER UWTH) (posable; 4-3-1 -2)- R 
van dar Gouw — G Navi te, H Berg. R Johnsen. 
PNevie — 0 Bachharn P Settees. N Bun — E 
Starhjjfum — A Cole, O G Sotekjaer 
Rataroa: G Barber. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: United win again: 
Atkinson keeps job nonetheless. 


Brian Ghmville 
For Southampton 
tiie good news 
and for Everton 
tiie bad news is 
that Ferguson 
will play no part 
in this game. 
Guess what: he is suspended, 
which must - be a relief for 
Lundekvam, the Southampton 
centre back, who has recovered 
from flu in time to play. 

Beresford, signed recently for 
Newcastle Urri ted, will be making 
his home debut not far along tiie 
coast from where he made his 
name with Portsmouth. Beres- 
ford ^ arrival at The Dell will be 
welcomed, for he has shown he 
can score goals as well as playing 
as an out-and-out defender. 

Southampton suffered from sil- 
ly defensive errors in the recent 
home defeat by Coventry City. 
That and the derision to keep Le 
Tisrier on the bench till far too 
late. 

Southampton's icon has come 
back to form superbly and is 
certainly worth cons id eration by 


Mkhftd 
Henderson 
These dubs have 
recently shed - 
managers, in un- 
usual- circum-- 
stances -. and 
continue to carry 
tiie English flag into - Europe. 
Chelsea gained a good win over 
Real Betis in Seville on .Thursday 
in the Cup Winners’ Cup and 
Villa will live in hope of overturn- 
ing their ringle-$>al defeat in 
Spain by Atlitico Madrid in the 
Uefa Cup. 

John Gregory, plucked from 
obscurity to replace Brian Little, 
and with a record that hardly 
inspires confidence, made an 
encouraging start last week when 
two goals from Sian CoQymore 
accounted for Liverpool (one a 
deflection, the ■ other from a 
rebound that almost hit him). 

The reverberations of that 
game have been heard all week. 
CoUymore’s accusations of rac- 
ism bring rebuffed by Liverpool 
players. Ah wdl we may. never 



U< 


SOUTHAMPTON 

EVERTON 
Today, 3.0 (sold out) 


an England team that so pitifully 
lacked midfield flair and inven- 
tion against Chile, the one provi- 
so being that the team must be 
built around Le Tisrier and that 
takes time, which was not given 
when Hoddle suddenly threw 
him in that night at Wembley 
against Italy. 

Up front. Hirst and Ostenstad 
are dovetailing nicely. Hirst hav- 
ing got the winning goal last 
Saturday away to Leeds United. 

It is as well for Everton that 
their grand old warhorse, Wat- 
son, should return in defence. 



- CHELSEA 
v 

ASTON VILLA 
• Tomorrow, ao (sold out) 

-know the foU story. You don’t 
■ have to he a racist to .dislike 
CoUymore. The man damns him , 
self by hfa own feet 
Villa, almost as much as liver- 
.pool, are the great underachiev- 
ers of die Premiership. When they 
won the Coca-Cola Cup two 
years, ago they looked ready to 
challenge far tiie big titles but, for 
whatever reason, they have failed 

to improve. Indeed, they have 


having refused a transfer to 
Manchester City. What possessed 
Everton to decide to release him 
at the end of this season? 

Barm by, recovered from a 
groin strain, will also be bade. 
Until recently, this undeniably 
gifted footballer has been under 
something of a doud, but he is 
emerging and could make bullets 
for Madar, the France forward, 
and the quids, powerful 
Cadamarteri. who is always good 
to see. 

fin midfield, 'Hutchison has 
arrived from Sheffield United, 
but Southampton surely have tiie 
edge. Southall's successor, 
Myhre, could be kept busy in the 
Everton goal 

SOUTHAMPTON [protsifcite: 4-4-Z : P Jones — 
^ £ ?°^.9L^Vg tekvarT1 - R Prycten/F Bertel — C 
« 0»M?y. M Languor, J Bmurfort - D 
triJi^a, t OsleMsd. 

EyERTO N (probable; 3-WJ: T Myhre ~ D 
W atey «cawrt S Bfc, Cntar — M Ward, N 

Mores 0 Eleray. 

■ TELEVISION: Today: Match of 
the Day, brief highlights. 

■ PREDICTION: Southampton to 
win. 


feet How could Little think that, 
by splashing out £7 million on 
CoUymore, he was making a 
sound investment? 

Chelsea are only slightly better. 
To win the FA Cup in a lean year, 
as they did, is a commendable 
acmevement, but not a great one. 
Manchester United have put 
them nrrnly in their place this 

H 10 !L?'S I . ^ atones at 
Stamford Bridge of contrasting 
nature and, in order to quality for 
European competition again. 
Chelsea wall probably have to win 
“jeCora-Cola Cup or. indeed, the 
Cup Winners* Cup. 

J? i? 1 of the field they 

will fancy themselves to do just 
that. Don't expect a classic. 

WaSEA (*»**,; 4-3.5LI- P Hm fZ*—. 'o' 


. — »oyu, u rare, I 

h*«haa.TAna 
I TByte, M 


£ M BoOTCft — 


RMBrerSlodgo. 1 


MHencMaAWrtghi 


Why couldn't Currie, now 
departed, fit in? He has dazzling 


Tomorr ow: March 

■ highHohte. 

■ PREDICTION: 1-1 
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FOOTBALL SATURDAY 


fracas must be put 


m 


W eU. it caused a storm, 
didnl it? Stan CoUy- 
nwre’s return against 
Liverpool was always going to 
generateits fair share of controver- 
sy. but I don’t think that anyone 
^perted the outcome of last 
Saturday. 

Racism is a serious issue and it 


is important for me to state that it 
is a detestable attitude that has no 
place in sport, or in society for that 
matter. Everyone at Liverpool 
shares that view, from the players 
to the staff. * 

We have gone to great lengths at 
Anfield to support the Kick Racism 
out of Football campaign. We have 
done it with England as well and 
there is no doubt that racism is not 
the problem within the game — 
certainly among the players — that 
it perhaps was a few years ago. 

There is no room to be compla- 
cent, but if there is a problem, then 


it is generally in cases where, in tiie 
heat of a game, players say 
indefensible things about race. 
Eveiy footballer accepts that there 
will be barracking and 
name-calling and lots of banter 
throughout amateh — but racist 
comments should never be part of 

that. 

It is up to players to set an 
example if we are ever to rid otir 
sport of this problem. What we 
should be aiming for is an atmo- 
sphere where every supporter feels 
that he or she can come to a match 
and support their team without 
feeling unco mfo rtable or abused in 
anyway. The only way to start that 
is with the players. 

Steve Harkness has said that he 
didn’t make racist comments to 
Stan. I was the last person off the 
pitch at Villa Park on Saturday 
and 1 didn’t see what happened in 
the runnel. I have been told that 


there was a bit of a shouting match 

and that Stan and Sieve had a goat 
eadi other, trading insults. 

• They continued their verbals 
from off die pitch, Tt happens in 
every match: a de fe nder marking 
an attacker will have a go at 
putting his opponent off, and vice 
versa. Jt is part of the game. But 
Steve said that he didn’t make 
racist orna m ents and the Liverpool 
players have accepted that there 
must ~ have been . a misunder- 
standing. 

The only thing that puzzles us is 
how this could have got into the 
newspapers, when it was some- 
thing drat only two people know 
about and have different opinions 
about 

Our lads have been fine about it 
Haricy has come in for a bit of leg^ 
pulling and Phil Babb made the 
funniest comment when he 
brought Steve a white blanket with 



subjected to same terrible stick 
from opposing supporters when he 
first started out at Anfield. There 
was that disgraceful picture of 
bananas being thrown at him. 
What son of person could do a 
thing like that? 

One year, at our Christmas 
party, everyone was enjoying 
themselves when someone walked 
in, dressed in foil Ku Klux Klan 

regalia. The place went horribly 

quiet and everyone feared it would 
cause great offence. Thou the 
person pulled off his mask — and it 
was Barnsie. 


holes cut out as eyes to put an his 
bead. 

That wasn’t flippant, it was a 
message that the players accept tiie 
misunderstanding. Nobody at 
Uverpool would condone racist 
comments. I can honesdy say that 
it would never cross my mind to 
make any comments Ike that to 
any player. I might call him bit. or 
useless or stupid, but never any- 
thing too offensive. 

There is still a problem of racism 
in society and it is important for 
footballers to use their public 
image to get the message across 
that it is wrong. There are people 


who hide among football support- 
ers, using thegame as an excuse to 
proclaim their terrible ideology, 
and professional footballers de- 
plore that 

The Professional Footballers’ 
Association (PFA) has been at the 
forefront of foe campaign to kick 
racism out of footbalL All players 
support that stance. The PFA has 
an important role to play in 
promoting the message and I 
believe that it is doing an impres- 
sive and important job. 

At Liverpool, we have our own 
way of dealing with the racism 
issue. John Barnes used to be 


■ Robbie's rotten lock 
I was distraught when I heard the 
news about foe extent of Robbie 
Fowler's injury. It is terrible for 
him, not least because it means 
that he will not be going to foe 
World Cup this summer, and 1 
know just how much that means to 
him. 

He came to the team hotel before 
the Villa game at foe weekend and 
I bad to do everything for him, 
because he couldn’t walk. I had to 
pick him up to help him into 
bed and even help him to get 
dressed. 

Such a serious injury is a 
distressing thing for a footballer. It 
is the great unspoken fear among 
footballers, the injury that could 
end your career. To be honest, it is 
something that I never think 
about As a professional, you can 


worry about an event that might 
end your career, or you can get on 
with it and just put it out of your 
mind aftogther. I choose the latter 
course — because otherwise it 
could wreck your life! 

I have had a serious injury, 
when 1 dislocated my knee. It has 
happened three times, bur every 
time. I knew that I would be back 
quite quickly, with a bit of work. 
With Robbie, the problem is more 
severe. He has got the physical 
work, of course, to ensure that he 
gets bade in top condition. But the 
problem is more of a mental one. 
When you are out of action for so 


long, it is the havoc that it can play 
with your mind that can be the 


genuinely destructive force. 

You have to be so strong, 
mentally, to deal with the thoughts 
that go through your mind when 
you are inactive. The fears, the 
boredom, they all play a pan in 
destroying confidence and plant- 
ing seeds of doubt. I was in plaster 
up to my thigh and that was a 
terrible feeling, just because I was 
immobile. 


Robbie is a strong character and 
he is working hard already to get 
back quickly. 1 know he will come 
bade in good shape and 1 will bet 
now that he comes back an even 
better, and stronger, player. We all 
wish him luck at Liverpool and 
pray for his speedy recovery. 


Steve McManaman 


GUIDE TO THE WEEKEND FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 
Kfck-otf 3 0 irtsss sfafed 
* denotes aS-Ochet match 
Poofs cotpcn numbers in brackets 
In FA Cup and Premershki fatties. 
t denotes sold Out 


FA Cup 
Sixth round 


(1) t Coventry v Sheffield Utd 

(2) t Leeds v Wolverhampton 

FA Carling Premiership 

(3) t Liverpool v Boilon 

f-1 f Sheffield Wed v Manchester UJd 

(4) t Southampton v Everton 

P W D L F A Pts 






Man Uld 28 18 5 5 57 IB SB 

Arsenal .... 26 13 9 4 45 2B 48 

Blackburn 27 13 9 5 49 33 48 

Liverpool 28 13 8 7 46 28 47 


28 13 8 7 46 28 47 
Chelsea .... 27 14 3 10 52 30 45 

Derby . . . 28 13 6 9 44 34 45 

Leeds 28 12 6 10 36 30 42 

Leicester,... 28 10 TO 8 34 2B 40 

Weal Ham 27 12 4 11 38 36 40 


8 44 27 55 

9 40 30 55 
44 32 54 
44 41 54 


28 13 6 9 44 34 45 
28 1? 8 10 36 » 42 


Bristol R„ 35 16 8 12 53 51 

Vttexhon.... 34 14 11 9 42 40 
Boumemh... 35 13 11 11 44 38 
'OUwn 35 12 13 10 48 40 


28 10 9 9 35 36 39 
28 11 4 13 34 37 37 


Newcastle.... 27 9 7 11 26 31 34 
Sheri Wad... ■ 28 S 712 41 54 34 


Chastrlld-.. 

Blackpool.., 

Wycombe. 

York... 

Preston 


Aston VBa. . 28 9 B 13 30 39 33 

Wimbledon .26 6 8 10 28 30 32 

Everton . .28 7 9 12 32 40 30 


Tortonham , 29 8 6 15 26 44 30 


Barnsley 27 7 4 16 24 63 

Bolton 27 4 12 11 23 43 

C Palace ... 27 5 6 14 21 41 


36 11 15 10 34 33 
35 13 7 15 45 52 
38 11 13 12 41 46 
35 11 13 11 40 43 
35 11 B 15 40 41 

33 11 9 13 35 38 

34 11 9 14 35 42 

35 11 7 17 46 51 
33 11 7 15 46 51 
35 a 11 15 40 51 


- -V M** - **-! 

g-Ii, 


FA CARLSSERG VASE: Stxttwwmd re- 
ptay: Torv Law v Sudbwy Wtend 
RYMAN LEAGUE: Premier cMstore 
Basingstoke v Carahaifan; Chasham v 
H endon; Dagen ha m and Rnd bri dn e v 
Ayteadury; Gravesend and NoriMtaat v 
Kingston an; Harrow v Bnxnksy: Mu ybridg e 
v Purfteot Htefm v Bishop's Storttort; St 
Albans v Enfield; Sutton United v Dufcvtch: 
Wation and Heraham v Barehren Wood; 
Yeadtog v Oxford Cty. Hret dMstotr 
Abingdon Town v Moiseev: Aldershot Town 
v Uxbridge; Berthamstad v Thwne Urttod; 
BBericay v Croydon; Bogvx Regs v 
Hampton: Leyton Pennant v Chertsey; 
Staines v Leattatead: Wembley v Grays; 
WMetaele v Barton Romre; Wottogham v 
Maidenhead; Worthing v Romfetd. Second 
dhUocu BensteaJ v Owfiort Si Peter; 
Bedford T v Baring; Chester! v Bracfcnet; 
Edgwsre v Leighton Town; E0wm v 
Hiiigerford: Marlow v Tooring and 
Midram; Mel Polks v Camay Istonct 
Northwood v Horsham; Tttxjry v Brartrae; 
Wbrdur and Bon v Weaktatcne; WKham v 
Whenhoe. Third dvtaton: Clapton v Tring; 
Doriang v CMbadey Town; East Thurrock v 
Lewes; Ftedcwel Hash v Hornchurch; Fad 
United v Croydon; H Hempstead v Avetey; 

I talked v Epeom and Ewel; Kingsbury v 
Harlow; Souths! v CorirlfiorvCatiiafe; 
MfarevWlngegaand Ffrichby. 

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: P remier «- 
v i a tan : East Ham v Brentwood; Eton khnor 
v Concord Rangers; Great Wakering v 


RUGBY UNION 
fGcfcOtf 3.0 unless anted 
Fhre Nations Championship 
France v Ireland 

(at Stade de France, 2X1) .. 

Wales v Scotland 

(at Wembley. 4.Q) 

P W D L F A Pts' 


TWWAITCS NORTH: First dMstorc 
Bridhglon v Tynedate: Broughton Park v 
W&on; Doncaster v MkJcteirough: 


MacdBs&eld v West Park Bromhope: New 
Brigteon v Stockton; Wktoesv Hul lonians 




France 2 2 0 0 75 33 




England 2 

Scortrrd 2 

Ireland 1 

Wales 1 


10 0 1 16 17 
1 0 0 1 28 60 


Affied Dunbar Premiership 
Rrst division 


Harlequins vBehmond 

Leicester v N o rthampton 


MIDLANDS: Fkst cMstotc Banbury v 
Le^rton Buzzard: Bertas Bulls v 
Wositagh; Beigrave v Syston; Broedstreei v 
State-on-Trent; Burton v Kenfcrorth: Camp 
HI v Scurrhorpe: Derby v Mansfield, 
Wolverhampton v WMchurch 
LONDON AND SOUTH EAST: First (fi- 
vWon: Askaans v GuUtord am 

Godaknmo; Chariton Park v Old Cokaans; 
Chester* v Hariow; Norwich v Staines; 
Rubto v Wmbtedoa Southern v Sutton 
ana Epson; Thenar Wa nde re r s v Old MM- 
WhltgOtians; Thurock v BaastogstokB 
SOUTH WEST: First dMsion: BractenB v 
Maatonhead; Gloucester Old Boys v 


v Ameraham; Uons v Ash lord. Marion v 
PHC Chiswick. MKon Keynes V Famham 
Common; Phoenix v Fbrtinqs PaiK; West 
Hamp ste ad v Newbury; WoMngham v Old 
Kngstoreans 

ADNAMS EAST LEAGUE Premier dt- 
iiMon A: CarrtondgB COv v Crasiyx. 
Cotehester v Ctecton; fpswch v Cambndgc 
Unwerslty; Luton Town v Bohop's Storttord. 
Peterborough Tn v Sutteny Premier 
dlvMon B: Ipreach and East Stdtali v West 


Herts; Norwich Cay v St Ives. OJd 
SoUhorvfian v Dereham; Redfandge and 
Word v Bedford. Romtord v Kay Si 
Edmunds 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: England 
undar-18 v Beecton [at The Slack um. Milton 
Kaynes AS3\ 

WOkENS NATIONAL LEAGUE: FYomier 
cflvWon: Otton Tenaquest v HgNrevn. 
Trojans v Stough; Ipswich v Sutton Cold- 
field; Doncaster v (Stan Scottish Lite. First 
dvWoflc Bradford StMthenbank v Lough- 
borough Students: Letoester v Camertxry. 
Chekndord Highway «r Bradnel; Sunder- 
land Bedans v Wirnbledon. Second di- 
vision: Sherwood v Woking Swifts. 
Btoeharts v OfcJ Loughtonians; Poynton v 
Eafng; Akkldge v West W<trey. 

WOMENS WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE: 
Newport v CarcStl Alh; Newunwi v UWIC; 
Penarth v Swansea; Ftontyprtdd v Catwyn 




Natktrwvids League 
Rreldwtetan 


(5) Brrrrtnqham v OPR 

(8) Bury v Norwich 

(7) w Crewe v Nottingham Forest . 

(8) Ipswich v Chariton 

|9) Manchester City v Oxford UW . 

(10) Roatfing vPortVpla 

Ill) Stake v Huddersfield 

(12) Sunderland v Stockport 

M3) &*tdonv Portsmouth 

)14) West Bromwich v BraMfexd .... 

P W D L F A 
NotftnF 35 20 8 7 56 32 

MMcflesbro 35 20 8 7 55 36 


Suidcrtand 
Chariton. . 
Shall Uld . . 
Ipswtfi. 


34 IB 8 7 62 36 

35 18 B 9 62 43 

34 15 13 6 50 37 

35 14 13 8 56 37 


Plymouth 36 8 12 15 42 64 36 

Brantford- .. 30 7 14 15 38 58 35 

Bumtay. 34 8 10 16 40 48 34 

Soulhand 35 9 7 IB 38 62 34 

. *nottockk*rgiatf ngWsinstoh 
ThMtftrWon . . 

(26) Brighton v Hartlepool 

07) Hja O re fti B kwi T.:,: . ...it:.. ... 
(2B) Layton Onertvlincoto 

(29) Mao ctes fletd v Rotoed w m 

(30) Mensfialdv Shrewsbury 

pi) Noils Coirity v Bamet .................... 

(32) Peterborough v&Btec 

S3) Rochdale v Cheater 

(34) Scunthorpe v Cotohseter 

(35) Torquay y Cambridga Uld 

P W D L F A Pts 

NottoCo. ... 36 23 9 4 64 35 78 

Torquay- 3819 8 9 59 43 65 

ktocctdd 3617 11 8 49 33 62 



Stockport . . 
Bamngham 
WoMnrnptn 
West Brom 
Bradford .. 
Crewe . .. 
Swindon 
Norwich 

OPR 

Oxford Uld 
Tranmere 
Man Cty . . 
Roockng... . 

Bury 

PorHmth . 


36 16 6 14 

35 14 12 9 

34 15 7 12 
3614 B 14 

36 12 12 12 
36 14 5 17 
36 13 7 15 
36 11 11 14 
36 10 13 13 

35 11 8 16 

35 10 10 15 

36 10 9 17 

35 10 9 16 

36 7 IB 11 
35 10 7 18' 


Barnet 361710 9 52 38 

Scartno 36 16 9 11 58 SO 

Petertaro -- 36 15 11 10 55 36 
Rotherham.... 38 .14 13 9 - 53 47 



Saffron Wafcfcn; HuRrdge Sports v Bed- 
don U; Itocd v Southern Manor; Stanaud v 
Bombs; Sawbridgwwrlh v Branham 
R wnbtot s 

UNBtVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: Premier dwiruon south: 
Cockfa d ere v Brook Houee; HareSeU v 
Haringey Boro. hSngton v BnmEdown, 
Riidp Manor v Baridngskfe; St 
Ma r ga ret s Pu »y v Beocons5ek£ Wdthem 




P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

Pis 

Saracen&_ . 

13 

12 

0 

1 

360 

201 

24 

Newc8Mte„ 

11 

11 

0 

0 

365 

181 

22 

Bath 

11 

8 

0 

3 

344 

226 

16 

Leicester — 

12 

8 

0 

4 

341 

2S5 

16 

Gtoucecter. 

13 

6 

1 

6 

268 

319 

13 

Norihempton 

13 

6 

0 

7 

279 

237 

12 

Sete 

13 

5 

1 

7 

370 

349 

11 

Richmond 

13 

5 

0 

8 

300 

264 

10 

Hariequte^ 

13 

5 

0 

8 

380 

389 

10 

Wasps 

Lonaontosh. 

11 

13 

4 

2 

0 

0 

7 

11 

247 

224 

315 

430 

8 

4 

Bristol 

14 

2 

0 

12 

238 

488 

4 


Bamst^ite; Uirosion v Higpi Wycombe, 
Meson v Barry Ht PenzKwe and Newlyn v 
Skood; Torquay v St Ives. 


CLUB MATCH: Cambridge Urweraty v 
Kenton UrWaraky. 


Second dMston 

Btackheath v Bedford 

Coventry v Waterloo.. 

Exeter v Rotherha m 

FyWe v Moseley 

London Scottish v West Hartlepool 

Wakafleld v OnrtL _.... 

P W D L F A Pts 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

Kick -attZJO 

NATIONAL CONFB1ENCE LEAGUE: Pm- 
mtor tfivWon: Aakam v Saddtaworth; 
Egramont v Haworth. First (Malm C hew 
Cross v Skalau^i. Second dMtoorc 
Croskelds v New Eanrwick; Feteheretone 
Amateur v Saldai; London Students v 
Ecdea: Ovanden v N orma n ton; York Acom 
v Dewsbwy Moor. 


Abbey « Ame rah em. Woodford v H ans el . 
Premier dMsion north: Ailesey Town v 


P W D L F A Pis 

Bedford 15 15 0 0 555 226 30 

IScctCSh— 16 10 1 5 394 308 21 


HOCKEY 

MEN'S NATIONAL LEAGUE: Ffcst eft- 
vMofr Havant v Si Atoans (al Havara 
College, 2.0). 

NORTHERN LEAGUE: First dMaim 


Stoke. 36 B 13 15 31 50 

■ft Huddcrsfid... 36 9 B IB 37 56 

” Port Veto. . 36 9 8 19 39 53 






FA! HARP LAGER CUP: QuaiteNtoat: 
Amione v Langford (7 30) 

FA! HARP LAGER NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Premier O lv M m Kftenny v DundalH 

\7 3U1 


Ooncastar . 36 3 7 26 22 68 16 
OLD BOYS LEAGUE: Premier division: 
Coronal Manning OB v Old TanBorearw; 
EnfiaU OG v Latymar OB: Old Vaugharema 
v Old Hamptcreans. 


COVERAGE^ 


I TOMORROW I 


Premier dMsion north: Ariesey Town v 
Latohaotc Bggiaswwda v Mtton Keynaa; 
Buckingham AHeSc v Langford: 
Hoddaadon v Badksd. Roytton v London 
Cdhay, TodcSngton v Brache Sparta. 
W atwyn Garden v Potters Bar Tom 
SCREWFIX DRECT LEAGUE: P remrer 
dhtekxi: Bridgwater v Bama tt pte. 

&tsfnmon v Chant Cakw v Bratol Manor 
Farm; Chppenharn v Bockvrel; Koynaham 
V Bridport Tbmngton v Ueficaham. 
COURAGE COM8MED COUNTES 
LEAGUE: Premier dMatarAshiord vAstc 
Chesskigtan and Hook v Notheme; 
Chtpsteod v Famharn: Ccmb v Fetham; 
Craiiie&r v Mar s th am; Godakiikig and 
Gtddtord v Bedtant; Hstooy Wtomey v 
Sandhurst Wang Sports v Raadhg Town: 
MMton Casuab v Cobham 
JEWSQN EASTERN COUNTIES LEA- 
GUE: Pramtar d Msi o n : Bury Town v 
Sudbuy. By v FafixstowB Port and; 
Goriestan v Histon, Soham v Woodbndga 
Tow Stowmaifcat v Great Y a m uu t rt 
Tptrea v F akan ham. Walton v Hanmch and 
Parkaston; Vtfroctfwm v Halstead. 

JEW80N WESSEX LEAGUE: Ffrst d- 
vWtorc Lymington v Chrtactesch: 
Aareshuctures vDowrton; BAT v Bemenon 
Haath; Brockenterra v Totxxr; Cowes 
Sports v Whrichucte East Corns v 
Ftomsey. Easite igh < An durer Gosport v 
BoumemoLth; Portsnjoutti v Thatoham 
Town. 

ARTHURMN LEAGUE: Arthur Dunn Cup: 


WHarlJapool 15 10 0 5 386 298 
Rotherham ._ 16 9 0 7 402 306 


Chester v Ban Flhydding; Fomby v 
Swalwet: Harrogate v Norton; Sheffield 
Banters v [Xrham Unwersty; Tbnperley v 
Neslon; Wjgan v Sorthport. 

DTZ DTOENHAM THORPE MDLAND 
LEAGUE: Premier dMsion: BtoasomWd v 
Orion and Wbst werMckshka: Covamy and 
North WEVwidBhbe v Btotwch; Edgbaston 
v North Notfinghamshra: Khaisa v 
Harbome; North Stafford v Northampton 
Saints; Nctfinghemv Hampton-tvArdan 
WEST OF ENGIAM3 AND SOUTH 
WALES LEAGUE: Bath Buccs v Tauten 
Vale; ChBitenham v Bratol UnrversHy; 
Ctevedon v Whochuclt Exeter Urwersay v 
Weston-super-Mwe: Swansea v Rooin- 
scns 

ESL SOUTH LEAGUE: Pranfer rfivtetore 
Bournemouth v Beckenham: Ctechester v 
Puriey; EaatoOe v Ualdenheed: Hi^i 



Covwtey — 
Mosetey — 
Btackhateh. 
Exeter- .. 
WafrafleU. . 
Fykia 


16 9 0 7 388 303 
16 9 0 7 3B7 351 
16 8 1 7 285 385 
16 8 0 8 331 331 
18 6 0 10 358 404 
16 5 0 11 247 384 
16 4 0 12 278 385 
16 1 0 15 201 559 


Jawson National League 
First division 


,ui i f i ir i , ' i J 


Leeds v London Welsh (2.0) 

Liverpool St htatens v Lydney..— P 

ktortey vHwrogalo 

Nottingham v Wharf adale - 

Reading v Rosalyn Park — - 

RugbyvOtlsy - .. 

Worcester v Newbury (230) 

Second dMsion north 

Aspalria v UchfeU 

BinrvnghanvS v Preston Grasshoppers 

Kendal v Manchaslar 

Nuneaton v Hncktey 

Sandal v Wlnrtngton Park 

Sheffield v Stouibrkjga ._ . 

Walsall vSedglBy Park... 

Second division south 

Barking v E9her 


REGIONAL LEAGUES: East: Dereham v 
Buy SI Edminlfi: St Athens v Hartecton 
Magpies: Sarenoaks v Ipswsdi Vltehryn 
Garden COy v Carrbncfpo C Mkfia n ds: 
Betoer v NBi SWfs; Crimson Rambters v 
PkMMck; Leicester v Hampton; Luton v 
Kettering. North: 8>ackbun v Sheffield; 
Chester v Walton; Uverpool Seflon v 
Leytand Motors.' York v Wlrnngton Park 
South: DiAaich v Hamp s tead; Horeham v 
Tuba HH; Maidenhead v Raadng; Wto- 
chaster v Southampton; VWn ch nn u HI v 
Hendon. Were CoteaB v Yate; Exnxxtth v 
Cheltenham: Radbnd v Exeter Taunton 
Vale v Leominster. St Austel v 
Bournemouth. 


OTHER SPORT 


BASKETBALL: Buchvetear League: Crystal 
Palace v Chester Job (730): Lewesler 
ftdere v Derby Storm (7.30); Manchester 
Giants v Worlhtog Bears (7301: 
Bkmingham BuOcts v London Leqpattfc 
(7.30): Wattard Royals v Newcastle hanks. 
U 30). ■ 

BOWLS: English women's indoor national 
c h a mpio nJ sps (ac Hopton-on-Soa) 
BOXING; BritMi and Worid 
anbreion kitanconttoaraal 


Wycurte v Anchorians; Rammihla v Gore 
Cour Trojans v Richmond; Tunbridgo 
VWfls v Fareham: WVitotodon v Heme Bey; 
Winchester v City of Portsmouth: Wok»ig v 
Old WMgrttens. I ta mpshtre: Andover v 
Barnes: Bastogstote v Cambeitey 

Btendtord v Portsmouth; Hsetemere v 


EpBOnc London Urmoraliyv Goan; Old Mid 
Wtvrgitbans v Spencer, Old Cranleictvms v 
CnivvEh: Oxshon v CWd Georgians; Qxtod v 
Cheam. KarrtSussree Ashlord v Sovarv 
oeks; BBHC v Old WMramsartans; Berdey 
tnveta v Eastbourne; Btadiheato v Tube 
H8. B^hton v Uoyds Bank: Burnt Ash v 
Worthing. FoAeJone v Md S u f -s e x; 
Maiden Ftussefs v Horsham: Mddtoton- 
Bog nor v Old Hoteombeans; Ncwhaven v 
Old Bordenlans. Mhidx/BorWBucks and 
Oxorc Cay ol Onord v Brecknel: Gerratoc 
Cross v Staines. Hayes v Sunbury; Hendon 


Foresters v Landna Salopians v Brert- 
Mtoods. Premier dMsion: Etonians v 


woods. Premier 
Carthusars. 


TELEVISION: Today: BBC1: 

ftxjlbaB Focus, team 1220pm; 
Match al the Day (FA Cup and 
Premiarshto WghBghtS^ vrth «- 
I ended h»oh^ d Covenby v 
Shefficid United. Leeds v Wofcer- 
nampton and Liverpool v Bolton). 
Irom 10 25pm (Treated kxnorrow 


FA Cup 
Sixth round 


FOOTBALL 


t Arsenal v West Ham (3.0). 

T NewcBStte v Barnsley (5.0) 


afllh me games), horn 955pm.. 
ITV: FA Cup 

u West Ham aasprn. 

Channel 4: Football Bate (Bve). 

s&asttK 

gjmstoy (Wo), from 4pm. 

RADIO: Today- BBC Ratft>6 L^a: 
cSvwago of an FA Oto be In SMrt 
or? 5, hWhlpm-TctexmoretoC 
Hfyjio r i tuo: CovoragBcf betn FA 
Cip machos in Swictoy ^aort 

from 1pm 


FA Carting Pi re niarahlp 

t Chebea v Aston VBa (3.(9 — - 

Nationwide League 
Third division 

Swansea v Cardiff (12.0) ■■■ — 

Tennants Scottish Cup 
Frith round 

Dundee Uid v CaWc (3.0) — 

FAI HARP LAGER CUP: OuartBtfnaiK 
CttkvSigo (20): UCD vfim Haipa (3.85). 
SCREWFIX PRE CT tEA GU&^.Premkr 
dMston: Tiverton v Westbury p.0). 
•WOMENS WORLD CUP: OuaBOats Eng- 
SidVG^nany 2.^- v 

WEJB8 (at Catlsfe Grounds, Dut*n. 20). 



Havant v 

Henley v Cheflenham (2.30) 

Mot PoUce v Waacn-super-Mare 

Plymouth v Redruth 

Tabard v North Wateham 






SNOW REPORTS 




Depth 

l |cn 3 


CondWons Runs to 
Piste Oftfp resort 


Weather 
(5pm) Last 
•C snow 


■jiit iiiii 




AUSTRIA 

KitzbChel 












FRANCE 

Avortaz 


0 80 fair varied art cloud 0 

(Pass Thum pistes in good shape) 


115 145 

(Snow much 
45 200 


lair varied 


lair cloud -1 


dud -1 4/3 

od) 

fine -2 5/3 


HOCKEY 


'in 'ij M l r I 


• - ’■ ifA- 1 1 1 .' i ■ v t i .1 l ii 


MEN'S NATIONAL ^ AGl^ * 
Mstorc Boumvae v Bkreharts (at Ktog 



Flatoe 45 200 good heavy Lair fine -2 5/3 

(Plerty of good snow) 

Tignes 100 170 good powder good fine -2 5/3 

(Good sAlmg on-neariy afl pistes after recent snow) 

Val Thorens 80 250 good varied good lair 4 5/3 

(Excellent siding day with good vtstbSfy) 

SWITZERLAND 

Verbier 15 150 lair varied worn doud 6 5/3 

(Good siding above mlnedes but slushy Iowa- down) 

VBars 0 40 f^r varied closed doud 9 5/3 

(Gl&cief tuns v&y good but soft In as other areas) 



Source: Ski Club of Great Britain. L - lower slopes; U - upper; art - artffldai. 



Why be the odd one out 

in the company car park? 



The Audi A6 executive saloon. It's not for yes men. 


C8ll 0345 699 777 for mors information. 


"v?rir-nrnfit from our 
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CRICKET: WICKETKEEPER RECEIVES VOTE OF CONFIDENCE 

England prepared to 
leave struggling 
Russell in firing line 

From Alan Lee, CRICKET CORRESPONDENT, IN BRIDGETOWN, BARBADOS 


ENGLAND are continuing to 
accommodate the diminishing re- 
turns of Jack Russell and he now 
seems sure to retain his place as 
Test-match wicketkeeper. Yester- 
day, as the tour party delayed 
selection for the rhreeKlay game 
against Barbados beginning today. 
Russell was pointedly the one 
confirmed inclusion. 

Russel] has seldom completed a 
series without enduring a clamour 
for Alec Stewart to replace him. 
Usually, the justifications have been 
in team balance, a quest to strength- 
en either the batting or die bowling 
within a struggling side rather than 
any reflection of defia'ences in 
Russell’S game. This dine, it is 
different. 

It has not been a happy series for 
Russell, either as wicketkeeper or 
batsman, and he makes no attempt 
to deny it Chances have been 
missed and his routine takes have 
been unddier than even the capri- 
cious pitches can pardon. He has 
also been conspicuously short of 
runs. Loyally evidently remains 


strong, however, and neither Mich- 
ael Atherton, the captain, nor David 
Lloyd, the ooach. is prepared to 
sacrifice him lightly. Yesterday, 
while coyly uncommunicative about 
other selection matters, Atherton 
was categorical about RusselL “Jack 
will play in this game.” he said. “If 
you are asking me if he will 
definitely play in the next Test. I 
couldn’t possibly say, but he’s not 
the only one who maybe had a bad 
game in Georgetown. 

“Perhaps he hasn’t been keeping 
wicket as well as he can but 
conditions have been very difficult. 
The West Indies' keeper -has been 
struggling, too, Barbados tends to 
be a bounder wicket and it will be 
easier for Jade here. I also think he 
is a very good player for us to have 
coming in at No 7.” . 

This was a ringing endorsement, 
even if It is accepted that the present 
reasons for persisting with Russell 
have a good deal to do with 
protecting Stewart. As much the 
most successful batsman on tour, 
hugely respected by the opposition. 


Australia fight back as 
Wame strikes twice 


By Our Sports Staff 


SHANE WARNE took the wickets 
of Sachin Tendulkar and 
Mohammad Azharuddin to help to 
peg back India after they had 
begun the first Test against Austra- 
lia in Madras yesterday with an 
opening partnership of 122 between 
Nayjoc Sidhu and Nayan Mongia, 
which lasted until an hour after 
lunch. 

Three wickets then fell for eight 
runs before India rallied to reach 
232 for five at the dose, saved from 
a more serious collapse by Rahul 
Dravid and Anil Kumble, who 
have so for added 37 for the sixth 
wicket 

Michael Kasprowkz made the 
breakthrough for Australia when 
Mongia, having made 58, slashed 
at an outswinger and was caught 
head high by Ian Healy. 

Sidhu. who was on 62. was run 
out by Mark Waugh in the next 
over and Tendulkar, who had 
punished Wame severely while 
scoring 204 for Bombay against the 
touring side, fell to ins fifth ball 
from the leg spinner, brilliantly 
picked up at slip by Mark Taylor. 


Dravid and Azharuddin added 
56 for the fourth wicket before 
India’s captain also fell to Wame, 
cutting him straight to Paul Reiffei 
at backward point 
Gavin Robertson, an off spinner 
who was making his Test debut 
then trapped Sonrav Ganguly leg- 
before, after which the patient 
Dravid found a stubborn partner in 
Kumble. 

Wazne was inconsistent and con- 
ceded 69 runs in his 28 overs. Use 
pick of the bowlers was 
Kasprowkz, who managed to ex- 
tract both pace and bounce from a 


I New Zealand hit back after their 
surprise one-run defeat on Wednes- 
day to crush Zimbabwe by nine 
wickets in Napier yesterday to 
secure the fivenutch one-day series 
by a 3-1 margin. 

Nathah Astle was New Zealand’s 
matdMrimier, scoring his fifth one- 
day international century from 136 
balls. He and Home Howell, who 
made 66. put on 147 as New 
Zealand coasted past Zimbabwe’s 
total of 207 for right in 45.2 overs. 


Stewart’s form and peace of mind 
are paramount Earring extra duties 
on him now could critically under- 
mine a side already damaged by 
underachieving with die bat 

Stewart who missed the pre-Test 
fixture in Guyana, will play today 
and probably open the batting with 
Mark Butcher. Atherton having 
firmly indicated his preference for a 
match oft. Providing the facility 
suits his needs. Atherton will spend 
die weekend practising at the Wan- 
derers dub. 

Wanderers, one of die oldest and 
most traditional cricket dubs on die 
island, remained an all-white pre- 
serve until the 1970s, which may 
seem appropriate in a week when 
Barbados is bracing itselft with a 
degree of resentment for the arrival 
of about 7.000 England s u ppo r ters. 

The boost to tourism and all 
related industries is naturally im- 
mense. but many Bajans are in- 
censed that so many tickets for the 
fifth Test, which starts next Thurs- 
day. have been obtained by English 
holiday operators. 

Officially, only 35 per cent of the 
tickets can be allocated overseas. 
Unofficially, a Made market has 
been created, with local agents 
buying tickets at die lower price 
level available for domestic pur- 
chase and selling them on as a profit 
to En glish c ontacts. 

Several hundred temporary seats 
have been flown into Bridgetown — 
ironically, from England — but in 
keeping with almost every ground 
England have visited on this tour. 
Kensington Oval is anything but 
ready for the big day. 

Kensington should at least pro- 
vide better pitch conditions than 
those that England have encoun- 
tered to date and the ground 
remains cm standby to stage the 
sixth Test, too, though this situation 
should be resolved this weekend 
when two dub sides will {day a trial 
match an the co n trover s ially and 
belatedly refold Recreation Ground 
on Antigua. If the patch or the 
outfield is deemed unfit, a swift 
decision will be made to switch the 
venue; but. officers of the. Antigua 
Cricka Association are confident 
that they wfll keep their Test match. 

Barbados 1 w® have' six [players 

today. "The mood in our side is still 
confident," Atherton said, “because 
we know we can bowl West Indies 
out twice. We have proved we can 
beat them and we can do it again 
next week — but only if we get 
decent scores on the board.” 



Waqar, who took five wickets in Test cricket for the twentieth time, celebrates after bowling Kallis 

Waqar inspired by reunion 


PORT ELIZABETH (first day of 
five; Pakistan won toss): South 
Africa have scored 262 for seven 
wickets against Pakistan 

IN CHOOSING to take the field 
yesterday. Pakistan were motivated 
less by the state of the pitch than a 
belief that South Africa’s upper 
order is .suspect. Indeed it is. The 
first fiye wickets fiefl for 122. four of 
them 1 ': taken by Waqar^Younis^’ 
before HansteCroaje batted Ifce-toes; 
' w d B aPitolemtt he is. 

. Create, .stung by Rashid Lafifs 
remaiK/ftial South Africa would 
settle for a draw rather than, risk 
another defeat, made 85 before 
Waqar accounted for him. too. Ms 
partnerships with Pollock and Bou- 
cher brought about a total that was 


From Ivo Tennant 

IN PORT ELIZABETH 

well in excess of what had looked 
probable in the first session. 

Waqar, who finished with five for 
64, attempts to vary his pace more 
now to wiffi flatter Test {niches. 

This one was pretty, slow. Both 
Baches and Kallis were out without 
offering a shot, one leg-before and 
the other bowled. Ackerrifon was 

When Kirsten was bowled, his bat 
well away from his body. South 
Africa were 8L for four. The 
presence of Wasim Akram, who on 
his return to the Pakistan side was 
given choice of ends, was quite 
sufficient to inspire Waqar. For the 


twentieth time he took five wickets 
in Test cricket He needs one more 
for 250. 

Hudson brought off the occasion- 
al decent cover-drive and Mlock 
struck seven fours in an innings of 
38, but not until Cronje was in 
partnership with Boucher, adding 
57, did Sduth Africa bat with any 
sense of. 

Off the 
BaanE'^winch 
petitioners 
nan-wbrte 

ing «t_ 

level, said that it would investigate 
allegations that offensive remarks 
were made to members of the public 
during the second Test fry Pat 
Syrocox,. Fame de VHliers and 
Paddy Upton, the team dietician. 



GOLF: PACE-SETTING QUARTET PUT THEORISTS IN THEIR PLACE AS QATAR MASTERS UNFOLDS INTO BATTLE OF THE GIANTS 

Sherborne stoops to conquer rivals with record return 



Sherborne: two-stroke lead 


From John Hopkins 

GOLF CORRESPONDENT 
IN DOHA. QATAR 

THERE is one difficulty tall 
golfers face that does not 
afflict those of lesser height 
The length of their legs is 
supposed to make it difficult 
for mem to maintain the plane 
of their swing and thus strike 
the ball accurately and 
consistently. 

That few golfers over 6ft 2in 
have readied the highest level 
suggests that there is more 
than a grain of truth in this 
theory. Nick Faldo, all 6ft 3in 


of him, is an exception and he 
is always banging on about 
how hard he finds it to keep 
his arms and legs in 
syndironisation. But Andrew 
Sherborne and Ross Drum- 
mond. both 6ft 4in, toe 6ft lin 
Anders Fors brand, who has 
long legs and, to make matters 
worse, very short arms, and. 
late in toe day. Paulo Quiriri, 
a tali Swiss, ail made light of 
such difficulties in toe second 
round of the Qatar Masters 
here. 

. Sherborne, who rose at 
430am to be ready for his 
6.40am starting time, code full 


advantage of a morning with- 
out a breath of wind. He 
stooped to conquer the new 
course with a 64, a record. 

Sherborne has a reputation 
as a player with a solid long 
game who occasionally has 
tow rounds by virtue of same 
exceptional putting. This was 
evident on toe 1st, 4th and 13th. 
for birdies, where he sank 
putts of 20, 15 and 35 feet 
respectively. On the 10th. he 
chipped in from 25 yards and 
on toe 16th and 18th he 
chipped close for birdies to go 
11 under par for a lead of two 
strokes. 


Drummond, the sKm Scot 
who will be 42 this year and 
has been a professional since 
1975, failed to secure his card 
to compete on the PGA Euro- 
pean Tour last November. 
His most important days 
come at the weekends when, if 
he is lucky, he receives a last- 
minute sponsor's invitation to 
a tournament, as happened 
far Qatar. 

”1 am told that toe plane of 
my swing is OK,” Drum- 
mond, who had a wretched 
1997, said. "My tendency is to 
tilt, to get underneath the ball 
and balloon it to the right 


Swinging like that tends to 
hurt my lower back” 

He struck toe ball well, 
benefiting, like Sherborne and 
Forsbrand, from playing early 
in the day. His 70 was much 
more solid than his 69 had 
been in the first round, when 
he missed seven greens and 
took only 23 putts. At five 
imder par he comfortably beat 
toe 36~bole cut, which fell at 
levdpar. 

A wind got up at lunchtime 
to make toe course more 
testing. No sooner had it done 
so, though, than there were 
two outstanding rounds of 66. 


Patrick Sjotond, a 5ft 9in 
Swede, provided toe first in a 
round containing 30 putts and 
seven birdies, the birdies the 
result of long, straight driving 
and deadly accurate iron-play. 

Then came Quiriri, 30, who 
is considered to have consider- 
able potential If he plays 
many more rounds in toe 
maimer of this, which con- 
tuned eight birdies and two 
bogeys, he will be well on his 
way to realising it 

Ian Woqsnam and David 
Howell came in with rounds 
of 65, both benefiting from 
calmer conditions. 


RUGBY UNiON * 

Saracens in 
a league 
of their own 
in London 

By Christopher Irvine 

TWO London derbies, three 
ales of woe. Richmond, Har- 
lequins and Wasps, struggling 
in toe nether reaches of toe 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 
first division, can only cast ^ 
envious glances upwards at 
Saracens, who will go four 
points dear of Newcastle, in 
second place, provided Wasps 
are their usual amenable 
selves away from home, at 
Vicarage Road tomorrow. 

Wasps, masters of consis- 
tency last year and new just 
erratic, have stabilised at . 
Loftus Road but haw lost their 
past five away league games. 
The champions of last year 
will do well to match their 
pretenders in a match that 
could be a dress rehearsha! for 
the Tetley’s Bitter Cup final, 
with both sides kept apart in 
the semi-finals in three weeks. 

Since a mould-breaking vie- 
tory fry Saracens at Loftus 
Road last October, Wasps 
have had their limitations 
further exposed while the Wat- 
ford-based outfit have become 
a polished act under Francois 
Pienaar, their player-coach. 
The placeldcking of Michael 
Lynagh. as so often, deter- 
minal the outcome last time 
and Wasps know they will 
infringe at their peril. 

Saracens coped without 
Richard Hill m their last 
meeting with Wasps. In the 
title battle with Newcastle, 
who play one of three games 
in hand against Sale on Tues- 
day. they must live without the 
England open-side flanker for 
the remainder of toe season 
after his back operation this 
weekend. A 

Richmond are investigating w 
a football tie-up to boost their 
fortunes. Reading FC are con- 
sidering sharing their new 
25 , 000 seat stadium, due to 
open next season. Topy 
Hallett, toe Richmond chief 
executive, said: “Reading is 
only 35 minutes away by 
motorway. A full-blown 
ground-share would depend 
on how the numbers stack up. 
financially and in terms of 
crowds.” 

Where such a move would 
leave London Scottish, their 
cotenants at toe Athletic * 
Ground, is uncertain. The 
exiles are under pressure to 
win promotion from the sec- 
ond division and they can gain 
a significant advantage if West 
Hartlepool, their nearest ri- 
vals for the second automatic 
promotion place behind Bed- 
ford, are beaten at the Athletic 
Ground tomorrow. 

Richmond are away to 
ailing Harlequins, who are in 
toe midst of their worst league 
run and need to avoid a sixth 
successive defeat today. An 
East Midlands affair between 
Leicester and Northampton 
this afternoon is followed to- 
morrow by toe traditionally 
one-sided West Countiy dash 
of bottom-placed Bristol and A 
im proving Bath, who boast a * 
100 per cent record in 15 league 
meetings with their 
neighbours. 

□ The ACT Brumbies main- 
tained their unbeaten home 
record in toe Super 12 tourna- 
ment fry beating Otago High- 
landers 34-26 in' Canberra, 
scoring five tries to two. In 
Christchurch, Canterbury 
Crusaders defeated NSW 
Waratahs 33-12. 


BASKETBALL 


BUOWE3SER LEAGUE; London Leopards 
97 Manchnsw Giants 04: Dertsy Storm 83 
fttamcTfdln F.Tgtnq gg 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Wash- 
nghxi 103 New Yoift 90; Dabs T1S Las 
Angatei a*»«s lQfeMiam 117 Houston 
93 MUwauftaa 104 Demur 87; ftuanb 102 
Detroit 93. 


BOWLS 


HOPTON -ON-SEA: Endsh nrM'i In- 
door champion sh ips: Two wood triples: 
Ssmt-finsls Handy Crass, High Wycombe 
(J Wdtems. A Con end L TNSwbII) bt 
Ateriey. SouUiampton (A Peace. N Karp. 
W Und 18-11: Preston. Brighton fJ 
Deofing. T Wafl . S Jones) fat Nottingham (fr 
Motley. B Atherton, M Lorrasl iS-14 Final: 
Handy Cross tat Preston 13-11 FoursrFtet 
round: Bonham, Gtemsteshra (J 
Swman. P Peachey. M Pye and G Smah) bt 
Exmouh. Devon (M EBett, E Haaly. C Barter 
aid S Hamm 27-1B: Blackpool Borough (J 
Cropper. N Maftnson. P Barter and D Hurt) 
U Mote Park Kent (j Pearson, A Hi, S 
Haw* and □ Sstaart 19-17: Mntewd. 
Somerset (H May. P Morgen, K Mata «1 J 
UumD bt Wemn. Sussex (M Chowri. J 
Mewetf, e Lewis and M Reeves) 22- K; 
Egham. Surrey (A Ward, B Otap/LBrownto 
and M Brelo] bt County Arts. Norwich (P 
Hood. B Amton. V Chapman and L 
Shonw) 24-18, Carnfandoa, Chesterton (J 
Morgan. S Hri, J Latter and D Ralph) bt 
Hawing. Essex (M Stacey, 
and D Moufc] 17- it C101 


... DLurni.SKtrth, 
Croydon. Surrey (D 
Phor. J Adamson. P Dews and T Barton) M 
Qjleheste. Essex M Mann. P Foley. L Turn 
ana D Bwii) 24-14; Brian, Ns w catea 
WWtatei. A Hubbard, N 
Barnet Lecestarahse . . 

Thompson. P Sirtn and J Moattn) 30-lR 
Chewal Oxford (P Maakrw. A Mrnond, K 
Hawes and S Laceylbt Mccrttocr, Dorae* 
(A Chafes. S Botfly, S Bator end M 
wards) i6-« ; - 


Won. N s wrorte CA 
I Crag. ALamfe) H 
(J Mdiftsan, V 


iBEghan 
CttTtmdge 
Eton 24 -0 


Banffum 21- 

bt MreheSTTMS: Croydon bt 
Chestoton 26-7. ChowoB bi 


BOXING 


NATIONAL INDOOR ARENA. Bfmrfng- 
" ABA Snob (dl 5rd$): Supor- 
A. Hanson (Repfcn) « D 
Moved tec 2nd. Heavy: N 
FI K P Lewis (Tauten) no 
: T Qahey (Latah Part) bt M 
toaxTucfet-heavy: C 


' Redmond 

■ i_-i — 

noavrxj 
2nd “ 



fi. 

j 

(Triumph) . 

(Annyl btCFrochi 


U V Jonas (Army) rsc 4(h 
son) 01 J 


TVMB 


CRICKET 


First Test match 

India v Australia 

MADRAS (tat day of tha; Me won toss): 
Mia have soared 232 for five wfcfcsts 
agakat Austrata 

INDIA: Rrst Innings 

fN R Mar&a c Healy b Kaspronfez 56 

N S SWhU run out 82 

R S Dravid not Out 42 

S R Tendufoar c Taytor b Wame 4 

*M Azharuddin c Reifid b Wame 26 

S C Gangijy bar b Robertson 3 

A Kurds not out 19 

Extras <b a, to 0, nb 4) 1 18 

Total (6 wMs) 


R KChaiftan, J Srawm. H Sr«h and S LV 


Rajuta bar. 


OF WICKETS: 1-122. 2-126, 3-130, 
4-188, S-195 

BOWLING: Kaaprowtoz 21-8-44-1; Reiffei 
15-4-27-0; Warm 25-9-68-2: Robertson 
21-3-63-1: ME Whugh 14W-0;S R Waugh 
4-1-11-0. 

AUSTRALIA: "M A Taylor, M J SMor, G S 

Btewo n, MET ’ 

•Panting. t< A 


Btemn, M E Waugh, S R Wbugh.’ R T 
Porting. f t_ A Healy, S K Warm. G 
tabtsnron, f» R Reflet M S Kaspronfez. 


and 


Third Test match 

South Africa v Pakistan 

FORroi3ABEIK(1»UdwarilM.-PWdBtsri 
mm kKsbSarfi Mica have scored 262 fcr 

SOUTH AFRICA: First Unto 

AM Barter bwbWtQer „ . 3 

G Kirsten b Waqar ._T. ” 38 

J H KaRa b Waqar 1 10 

H D Artarman b Wbqar 11 


AC Hudson cMofribMiahtaq 42 

•WJCroniBfcMrbWMar^ “ss 

S M Mock cArtar bwaim ... 


tM V Boucher ngt out gr 

P 8 da mere not out. 1 

Extras (b 2. nhQ 7 

Total (7wkt4 — ; 262 

P R Adams and A A OOdald to haL 
FALL OF WICKET'S: 1-3. 2-13, 308. *61. 

5-122. 5200. 7-257. 

B0WUNG- WUnAtaam 21-5-54-1; VWqar 
Tounis 19-4-64-5; Azhar Mrtmood 21-7- 
47-ft Shot* AMtiaT 13-4450; Musttaq 
Aimed 16-1-66-1. 

PAKISTAN: Aan* SctvA Sneed ftnmr. 
Doz Ahmed, hzamam-ui Haq. Main Khan, 
Azhsr Mahmood, *tRartid LtfH. wesfen 
Akram. Musttaq Ahmad. Shortb Afchv. 
Waqar Voun*. 

Umpires; SROurne (Maw ^ 
and R E Koenzen (South Abies). 


FOR THE RECORD 


One-day interna tion al 
New Zealand v Zimbabwe 
NAPER {Zmtabne non tan): Ms w Zaa- 
Awtf tmWZ M Mfue bynlrmwidosts 
ZB4BABWE 

G W FTow er run out — — — 11 

CBWiahBitcAadab Harris 41 

MWGoodarfncVaKoribCaxns 1 

■ADR Carrnbafl o Aids b O'Connor .. 18 

tA Rower cParaa b Nash 30 

GJ Whites bNesh 18 

:.”z: s 

31 

.23 


D.PVIjoen cBeminDb Nash 
H H&raaftc and brants — 


not out 
not out 


PA 
JA 

Extras 0b7,w9, nb2) — 18 

Tota! (8 vvfcts. 50 ovac^ 207 

A R WMM dkf not bat 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-15.2-25. S56. 4-107. 

5-122. 8-134, 7-1*5, 8-163. 

BCAMJNG: CTCtmor 10-1-63-1; Cstms 
10-1-38-1; Nash 10-2-2S-3; VWton lOO- 
48-0; Hants 10-0-30-2. 

NEW ZEALAND 

LGHowrtcWWnnbvqoan 86 

N JAM* not out 104 

*SPFtan*ignatout 


Extras (lb 3, — ... 

Total (1 arid, 464 own) 


. — 8 

.211 

M J Home. C 0 McMten, C Cafes. C 
Haris, tA C Parore. □ L Vettort, D J Nash 
and S B O'Connor rtd not bat 
FALL OF WICKET: 1-147 
BGWUNG- SMofc 6-1-23-0; Ranria 7-5- 
354): A R WMtal 150430; Strang 7-0- 
350: Vqoen54H0-1: GWFtawer WMtMf. 
Goodwin 1.40-30. 

Mai cfthernatdtNJ Arte. 

Naw Zeeland lead tan-match senes 3-1. 
SHEFFIEL D SHIELD (second day erf fart: 
Adataida: QuaensfandZOB; South AurtaH 
Z75-7 U SkUons 63. C Dasiea 55). Hobart 
New Soufti wtriaa 332 (C Rfehards 164, M 
Bovan 58); Tasmania 272-4 (J Cox 10< not 
out, S Ybns 50. Pnfc W«wm Auatrala 
1B6 and 331-0 (f? QrtpbNI TOft J Langer 
S7 not ouQ; Victoria 157.^1 ASdnson 43q. 

DtSABLED SPQHT 

NAGANO. Jam WMar 
BfeNon: 75km: Mm sttsw 
ema, real dma ato mfeaad rfiots): LWX 
r fe both tower ImfcsJ; 1. A Banal 
3lirtn 2&6GQC (37mfe 2S *sac5, 0. 
Q (iSsrttBns In both lower Omte): 1.W 
WSdmer Owed 28.-383 <30:47.7), O UMXfl 
030th tower bits): 1. M Weym a nn (Gar) 
e 115 02:115), _2._Bht.Qn fca« 1. 


O. Standing: CTassas 
& 1. A Fame (R) 25248 


(Nor) 


14). 0. Classes UMBtt 1. T Oebnar 
2523.0 (26^32), O Women: SHSKt 
bs): 1, R MyWebust 
,0 (3&0B.0), 1. Bind: Clnswr 
am end three: 1. M KobayaaN (Japan) 
3*362 04:182). f. Ctass one: T. V 
Bentaie (Gar) 3239.4 (3820.1). Z Stand- 
ing: Classes LW2-8v 1, T Husar (Swte) 
32355 (37:44.1), 1. Alpine aWng: 
OownhB: Woman («Jcuia»d tfeia and real 
time): Band: 1. M Amo (So) 1:11.65 
(12&61). SHSKI: 1. K Oblnsta paper} 
1:1&00 (134.37): Z LW2 0&xabOtte in 
cne tower M* 1.S BBhwlar (US) 123.77. 
U«3 {dbabSias In bo«r fetwsr Bmba) / UV4 
(one Uar lmb) / LWBfflJone tipper to*): 
1.J Kelrtnar (US) 1:14.07 Merc 
Dowhtt BfeKt Oasses one and tin: 1, 
J C Mofca (Sp) 108.30 jl:17.6». Ctae 
two: 1, G Pachatdar (Austria) 12035, 

EQUESTRIANISM 

PARISOERCYIVolm World Cup: Pifc das 
EcaSeiK 1. Rtf duFaury® PoaoA BQ 0 
to 4733; Z v3» rfOr (H-V Boat, Ft) 0 to 
47.77: 3. Gladys BW StovxvAucriai Oh 
4&8S. Bast BtfecT, Wrtual Maos Wro (G 
MtogonJOhS^ 


FOOTBALL 


NAHOMMDE LEAGUE: Second dhrfaiorc 
OMwn v Bristol City. ThM dMmtorc 
Po s tpo n ed: Doncatfrev Scraborough. 
EUROPEAN UMJBM8 QUAUFYWG 
CHAMPIONSHP: England 1 Croada 1 (at 
Kadering Town). 

7hmday*8 Me rraute . 

EUROPEAN CUP WWMERS* CUP: Quae- 
tanfciets, first Ibe A0C Alhons 6 Locomodv 
Moscow 0; Raal Beta 1 ChtoteeZ Rods JC 
IVfcenra 4: Stevta Prague iVfB Stuttgart 1. 
HYMAN LEAGUE Guardian Inaiianca 
Cup: SemUlraL tat leg: Oxford C&y 2 

IMnrirl 1 

Dorenvn ftooq i. 

AVON INSURANCE CGUBWATION: Rrrt 
eMNon: Queens Part FtagarsSWatfsrd 3. 
RONTWS LEAGUE Pranta t f v fa fa rc 
H fe rlm h a n 2 Bmon 1; Uvopoai 1. 
TrtnmereZ 

UMJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: Flat 
dhriskxs Setsay 3 Ltmanay Sports 0. 
SOUTH EAST COUrnES LEAGUE: Cupe 
SemMfeat Chariton 2 West Ham 3. 

GOLF ~ 

DOHA: Qatar MbMmk Leader* alter two* 
rounds <08 and fa« tatieM Mated): 133: A 
9wtHms69.64 ISfi-PQuJrid 


66. 136! A Fonfamd (SweA 87, BO; P 
I (Sue) 70. 8B 137: 1 Woosnam 72. 
; J Townsend (US) BB, 68. 138: 0 Hoard 
73. 66; A Cotart 68, 7th MRaaiefM 69.69; 
SIferring (Dot) 70. 88; MTunnlcato, 89: P 


Waton 71, 67. 139: R Waasats (SA) 69, 70: 
R Dturanond ». 70; P McGIrtay 7a 68; 
MAJhitacftaJ 7Z87;D~- 
71.88. 14a Jfif 
Broadhmt 73. 87; J SandeSn 
S SBuvar (Gart 7Z 68; H P Thi 
7tt D Cferta 73. 67; M A Martfe 
R Muntz (HoQ 72, 88: 1 Gorbut 
Cooper 69. 71: 0 Glford 88 71. 

Open: 

round 



Briaby, R BtecK. R TWay, M Calcswatoia. C 
Strang 1 ’- 68: T Tories, L Porter. H Sutton, J 
CjmwTd Marta 7a K Peny, D Duvau s 
Chit S Arptsby (Ats). A Been, J McMous, 
B Gridac, NLancaatBr. T Herroa T Woods. J 


Morse, J Huston, B 
scores: 71: A Lyle (“ 
75c C Montgomerie 


(Gar) Other 
NPakfo(G8). 


HOCKEY 


:PreM- 

_ ,1; Nsw 

Gamany 2 AuatraUa 6 Souh 

Korea 2. : 

INTERNATIONAL MATCH: PaMsten 3 
hdia4(in Lahore). 


LACROSSE 


MX.TON KEYNES: NationN schools tnr- 
namanC Farr Cup (sonkn); SamMtoalR 
VNrtngtan, Manchester 2 St 8anholo- 
maw'a, Neituy 3; SPaufs, FfegmaramAt 
2 St HNan and St KNharlne, Abfegdan 0. 
Rose St Pa# s 0 St BarthttaneWa Z 
1 Cup Qunior}: Samt-Snafe: St 
ft, H a r p ai d ai 2 SI Cafearina, 

jjfftHabeBJashflflt’.Momioulhl SI 

Halan and St Katherine 3. Ffoah a 
George’s 1 St Helen and 9t Katharine Z 

RUGBY LEAGUE ~~ 

CLUB HATCH: Postpone* HuddarteNd 
Gtarts v Lead* Rhncs. . 


SKI JUMPING 


KUOPIO, ma n* W orld Cup: 120m; 1, A 
Wkfiritti (Auatrt^ (127 Ora 2552pfe; 
ZPPeterta(Sfa<ste)(127.a 124S251 7: 
1 H Saitoh £apan) ff2Z5, 1235)245.4 


TENNIS 


ROTTS3DAM: Rotterdam wqrW Indoor 
toumamenb Second round; G RtaadHd 
(GB) bt R Ranabarg (US) M, 82;. R 
Krafea}r(Hol) btAVmaa (Rom) 6-2, 6-2; T 
Johansson (Swe) bt K Carton (Dan) 6-3. 
0*7, 7-6: B Steven (NT) bt M Damm fCz) 
6-7.74; TCarbona (Sp) btMTBsmxn 
gw) 6£ f-ft 64 JSfemerrk (Hod) bt G 
Raui* (Fr) 67. 5Z 62. 




FOR FIRST TIME 
TELEPHONE CALLERS 

Maktog 25 or men uiaf Srttdi, Mb or 
Sob talk rirMk&f sod^y delft ctedk 
RflVG TODAY • BET TODAY 

0800444040 

<«Bterat»td k»M t wM f walU8.0telftita) 
*tnt W ir t SO Comet Wtafag 
Bargfa bet on dtfccr of drew two 
faatnreri aaa tdtas. (Haase pteee w 

fBa ffft ^talrarireyoorfrttWt 

| fSB sdeetton within 

i NRwtka sane calL) 


MAMPICA P BETTING 

rwlEf?" - "SfA 32 ^ start 

10/tl Fiance 14/1 Draw Ireland 10/H 

Stade da France, Kkk-off ZGOpm, Uve on B8CTV. 

FRANCE tSS IRELAND 

25/1 — . — 1*5 pts J25/t 

18/t 6-10 pts._ 50/1 

11 15 pts 100/1 

*2 l!* 20 P* .175/1 

7/1 JZ1-25 pts 250/1 

75/ 1 Drawn Match 

vrith an 8 iMiiaw* 

^otiandlO/ll 

AJXJpm. Uve on B8C TV. 

MbU£S iSmSSi SCOTLAND 

»/*-. 1-5 pts 0/2 

4/1 -11-15 pts Say, 

®/1 ~ — • — 16-20 pts„„„, 

ii/i — __ — ^ 21-25 

W* Drawn Match 

latest may oops 


roOPSNACKGXTACCOU^SIS^SS^^ 




v\;, 


u* 1&P 


Ruq BW Saturday march in w« 



> * 

f««5 

,n H 


Club and countiy can be assured of my loyally 


LAWRENCE 

DALLAGUO 


C lub versus country? There 
is no earnest l am captain 
of Wasps and have a 
contraer with them tbit 
tskes^ me to the end; of ^next. year. 
Within that contract Wasps folly 
support the principle of releasing 
roe Tor England 'duly. 

. It is clear that Chris Wrigtit (foe' 
■ dub owner] and Wasps lufiy sup- 
port^ England ■ rugby.. We ' have 
provided this year alone the Eng- 
land manager, Roger Utttey, the 
England A assistant eparfr Rob 
Smith, Pat Foot, the fitness coach »nH 
Phil Keith-Roach. the scrummaging 
coach. And I have had 1 the honour of 
captaining the team. Therefore ft 
continues to confuse me when I read 
about there being a huge and 
irreparable conflict between club 
and countiy. 

It's not for me ter discuss the 
contractual arrangements of En- 
gland’s leading players with their 




respective dubs. My- contract with 
Wasps allows me -to make mysdf 
available for both England training 
: so a derision about 

. ^ifaetie' I would_pIay or not is one 
T^fbr <3we Woodward. 

.’&* 'intention to honour my 

£.cginract with Wasps. 1 can cateeon- 
.ba% . state that 1 have received no 
•'offiriai inducement from the Rugby 
3Fbodjall Umon.or anyone involved 
ni English rugby, to sign a contract 

with Twickenham. 

I have never not a player who has 
-had to be dragged kicking and 
- screaming from his bed to represent 
his 'chantry. Playing for England is 
not compulsory, you are not duty 
bound to serve. 

The last time England won a tty 
trophy in a leading spoil was in 
1966. well before I was born. As a 
country we still talk about former 
glories. The reasons why, in rugby, 

‘ New Zretfanri and South Africa are 


England must fulfil their obligation to 
; . tour southern-hemisphere countries 


coosistmtiy ' successful is not 
because they are lucky or things are 
left.tochaaoe- It's because the right, 
emwfctoent and structure are in 

;• . The jpme is at the crossroads. 
What 'happens in the coming 
monfbs.js crucial. People have to 
deride^tthetber they want England 
■to continue to make up the numbers 
or wftetSer they want the team to 
oampetecor^^ 

]y against the dominant forces in 
worid rugby. 

The dedraon about whether other 
playerstonr is surely one for foe 
England coach and that individuaL 
0 selected I would certainly make 
mysdf available. I am a man of 


honour and I will honour what I 
have said I will da 

Last autumn no one from. New 
Zealand complained about fatigue 
even though they had played 12 
internationals in a year. They sent ' 

thor best team so that our stadiums 

were, filled. South Africa and Aus- 
tralia did the same. It would be 
disrespectful if we did not show 
them the same courtesy and pay 
them the same compliment. 

I did not hear Clive Woodward 
deliver an ultimatum to the England 
players on Wednesday. If others felt 
that they had heard mfferentiy then 
perhaps they misunderstood what 
was being said. All Clive reiterated 
was that players had signed to make 


themselves available for pre-Chnst- 
n-ias internationals, the Five Nations 
and the summer four. New if some 
players find their dub contracts 
don't allow them to tour then 
perhaps they should not have signed 
foe England agreement No one 
coerced them into doing so. If Clive 
felt he was picking players for the 
kutheoming game against Scotland 
who would not tour it would be a 
waste of his and England^ time. 
That is not foe way to develop a 
World Cup-winning side. 

There has been speculation we 
may even have to field a below- 
streogth side at Murrayfield. All I 
can say is thar no one would wish to 
see that happen, least of all the 
players. 

It does seem amazing that we can 
avert a Third World War with Iraq 
but cannot sort out rpgby union. 
There is a lot of disinformation 
going on at the moment, a lot of 


people with their own personal 
agendas. But I am a firm believer 
that there must be some common 
ground. If it is a question of 
personalities then they should move 
to one side for the good of the game. 
I cannot act as a broker but what I 
can say is there is no division among 
the players. 

I appreciate that within the wider 
picture there will be no speedy 
resolution if the two sides are not 
even prepared to talk to each other. 
It is dear that the arguments that 
are raging in the game are not a 
debate about dub v country but 
about something far more signifi- 
cant — who controls the players and 
ultimately the game. 

I cannot predict what will happen 
but my hope is that we, the players, 
can compete in a dynamic and 
competitive dub structure and that 
England can become the greatest 
side in the world. It can happen. 


Five Nations Chaia^ioiiship: Ireland, Scotland and Wales put tarnished reputations on the line 

France prepare for grand parade Self-respect may 

- — emerge as main 
Wembley goal 


0 From David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT ' 

IN PARIS 

IRELAND, to their delight, 
brought foe rain with them yester- 
day and turned springtime in Paris 
into a brisk, uncomfortable morn- 
ing. But neither sun, wind nor rain 
will be powerful enough nllfec to 
prevent France from winning the 
penultimate stage erf their assault 
on a back-to-back grand slam 
when they play foe Irish at the 
Stade de France here this 
afternoon. 

Even the French reputation for 
combustibility, which, overthe past 
12 years, has broken out at interna- 
tional level on comparatively few 
occasions, will not come to the aid 
of Ireland. If there is one message 
that has been drilled home to foe 
<|l French this year it has been foal of 
1 collective discipline. That was the 
rode on which England stumbled 
a month ago. 

The other message is that the 
players must finish what they have 
started. If France had taken every 
opportunity that their inventive 
play created against England, they 
would have at least doubled foe 
two tries they scored. Perhaps at 
that stage it was merely a matte - of 
confidence, it being their first 
outing since the 52-10 defeat by 
South Africa two months earlier. • 
They have been told that it is 
0 imperative to maintain the shape erf 
foefr game, to regroup swiftly and 
to reduce the number of turnovers. 
Against Scotland they lost the bafi 
a dozen times in contact, even 
though they won the match 51-16. ' 

“I have warned, the players 
against losing their collective ap- 
proach.” Jean-Oaude Skrda, foe 
France coach, said. “There is no 
room in rugby for individualism. 
Anyone who thinks this an occar 
sion for sdMndulgence will find 
himself watching foe match from 
the stand." While understanding 
Skrela’s rationale, it would be sad 
if the French esprit de corps ruled 
out foe sense of style that, at its 
best has so frequently char- 
acterised their rugby. 

One needs foe cheek of a Thomas 
Castaign&de, the bustling exhorta- 
0 rions of a Christian Califano to add 
’ that indefinable splash of French 
colour to the Five Nations Champ- 
ionship. just as one needs the 



By Gerald Davies 


New directum: Gatiand, right the Ireland coach, points the way forward during a training session in Orsay. south of Paris, yesterday 


subtlety of a Welsh midfield or the 
raw-boned athleticism of a Scottish 
hack row to bring character to the 
tournament So what can Ireland 
bring to a party at which they are 
always welcome but never able to 
get hold of foe goodies on offer? 

Their last victory in Paris was in 





^PLACEMENTS: IB ft Dcwrthafo^f 

kj JM Auo (CastiWi. M F GRttjfc A-i •.-* 
rr . . . < .a n uowA ?. ■ ■’ 


[MjTCledB XLCSouMt*! 


rB^ACSWUTS: IB M IjfiKh (Wxmfi 
Munstert, XT 0 G Humph*!® (Iflodon Mtii), 
-flff 0.J OtteU&iticxk OopsUtutai), SB M J 
Gahny (StonnaalL 2d N J Fopptewefl 
maweastta). 21 P M Oohaaiy (IM- 
Munster), 22 R P N«wteteiN*«MlW) 


1972. Since Freddie McLennan, the 
Wanderers wing, scored a try in foe 
I960 fixture, the solitary Ireland try 
scored here was a penalty try in 
1996. In the four games since 1990, 
France have averaged just less than 
-39 points a match, against 12 by 
Ireland. 

Ireland can. of course, bring a 
new broom this time. Since they 
opened their campaign with the 
single-point defeat by Scotland, 
Brian Ashton has gone as coach 
and Warren Garland arrived, 
bringing.with him a down-to-earth 
realism bom of his New Zealand 
roots. Ireland have been here 
before, of course, when another 
New Zealander — Murray Kidd — 
was the marh, but Galland makes 
no bones about his ambition far 
this season. "We must regain 
respect from our opponents,' - he 
said. "That has not been . the case 
. for several seasons and. at the 
moment, ir$ difficult to lode be- 
yond that.” . 

; Given the margin of French 
victories this decade, respect will 
come from a performance that, as 
much as anything, restricts foe 
home side but that must be more 
than the traditional blood-and- 
thunder for foe opening quarter. 
Ireland must find a way erf Wun ting 
the edge erf the France half backs, 


Five Nations 



Championship 


Ranee.... 

England .. 
Scotland. 
Ireland ... 
Wales 


F A Pts 
75 33 4 

Tl 50 2 


RESULTS: Feb T. France 34 Engiand 17; 
Ireland 16 Scotland 17. Feb 21: England 60 
Watas 26; Scotland 16 France 51. 

FIXTURES TO COAffi: Today: Wales v 
Scotland: Ftence w Ireland. March 21: Ireland v 
Wales. March 22: Scotland y England. April 4: 
England v Ireland April 5: Wales v France. 


Cascaignede arid FhDippe Car- 
bonneau and that will be difficult if 
their pack is forced info reverse. 

Gatlajid must draw on foe dub 
confidence of the Wallace brothers 
and Paddy Johns, from Saracens, 
and the fajufliarity of the Connacht 
half backs, Conor McGuirwess 
and Eric Ehvood. The latter’s boot 


may be Ireland's most potent 
weapon. But above all, within the 
short time at his disposal, he must 
have devised an attainable game- 
plan, There should be no high- 
flown talk about keeping up with 
the southern hemisphere when 
there are foes nearer home who 
must be overcome first 

The other instructive element 
today, in Paris and at Wembley, 
will be the displays of the referees. 
There were distinctly mixed feel- 
ings over the relaxed approach of 
the two New Zealanders. Colin 
Hawke and Paddy O’Brien, who 
handled the championship match- 
es a fortnight ago at Twickenham 
and Murrayfield, ranging from foe 
extreme praise of Clive Woodward, 
the England coach, to those who 
accused them of bringing Super 12 
froth to the north. 

O’Brien, one of the touch judges 
in Paris today, believes that there is 
a happy medium that both 
hemispheres still seek. Jim Flem- 
ing, Scotland's leading official, will 
bring a touch of rigour to the Stade 
de France, which . should help 
Ireland if they rattle the bars of the 
French cage. But if the French 
runners, backs and forwards alike, 
break loose, then the blue wave wifi 
break over the green' and wash it 
away. 


THE results two weeks ago at 
Twickenham and Murrayfield 
have provided a strange and per- 
haps false perception erf the games 
in foe Five Nations Championship 
today. Certainly it is hard to 
imagine what to expect at Wembley 
Stadium. 

There is a feeling abroad that 
whatever comes to pass between 
Wales and Scotland is irrelevant to 
the rugby-playing hierarchy and 
that tiie result should be regarded 
solely as being of academic interest. 
This may prove to be the case. 

The remaining matches, there- 
fore. cannot come round soon 
enough. This is not because of our 
unduninished appetite for interna- 
tional rugby, nor for the renewed 
excitement that visits to the various 
capital cities bring. Rather, it is 
because there is an urgent need to 
find the true validity of those 
extraordinary scores a fortnight 
ago and to put them in a more 
definitive context 

That England and France should 
score more than a half century of 
points each against Wales and 
Scotland respectivetyslffl reverber- 
ates to the point of numbing 
disbelief for those who continue to 
suffer. 

Did England and France, with 
the margin of their victories, make 
a decisive break from the rest? 
Were foe scores an outline of what 
should be expected henceforth from 
two countries possessing broader 
bases of playing power and greater 
riches? Or were they an aberration 
in which the two referees, because 
of their southern-hemisphere hab- 
its of ignoring the letter of the law 
for the sake of entertainment, 
unwittingly collaborated in sport- 
ing slaughters that helped, in part, 
to diminish foe championship? 

Time will telL Perhaps England 
and France did set the standard for 
the future. But fin - the record books 
to have any meaning, the game, as 
far as it is possible, needs to be 
consistent The two referees today 
hail from the northern hemisphere 


WALES 

K A Morgan (Pontyprft 
WT Proctor (UaneHt) 
A B Bateman (Richmc 
1 8 <Mbb« (Swansea) 

Q Thom— (Bridgend) ' 
N R Jonfcln* (Pontyprfe 
R Howioy (Cardiff)* 
ALP Lowrim (Cardiff) 
QR Jenkins (Swansea 
P Yotmg (Cardiff) 

M J Wtyie (LianeflO 
A P Mooro (Swansea) 
R C Appfcmard (Swans 


and their performances will be 
more keenly scrutinised than 
usual 

Such are the thoughts that domi- 
nate the mind above and beyond 
the debate about the form of foe 
teams today. Overall, we are 
unlikely to be any wiser this 
evening. Scotland have had a 
despairing time of h. Their victory 
over Ireland in Dublin served as 
their only respite in between being 
grounded before Christmas by 
both Australia and South Africa 
and, a fortnight ago, by France. 

Wales's preparation for foe 
championship had a more kindly 
fed. Barring their defeat by New 
Zealand, they faced Romania, Ton- 
ga and Italy after their summer 
tour to foe United States and 
Canada. There was progress of a 
kind but, after foe England deba- 
cle, Wales must consider this 
match today to be yet another fresh 
start The Scottish and Welsh 
seasons remain somewhat shape- 
less. For what it is worth, Wales 
beat Italy; Scotland lost to them. 

Scotland at least have a sem- 
blance of continuity. They made 
only two changes after their last 
match and were forced because of 
injury to make another. Wales 
made nine changes in all and half 
of the pack has disappeared in the 
reshuffle. 

If both countries are now cast as 
minnows, Scotland and Wales 
need to show that against each 
other they are capable of retaining 
a high level of skill. If foe match is 
riddled with errors, foe teams will 
only serve to confirm their lowered 
status. At all costs, they must not 
allow this to happen. 

Both camps are spending their 
time talking up the opposition in 
order that each can motivate the 
hunger of the underdog in them- 
selves. If not foal, then respect is 
the word dominating their vocabu- 
laries. After what both countries 
regard as a humiliating experience, 
they want to regain thrir own sense 
of self-worth. No one can argue. 


IS P J Lao (London Scottish! 

14 A B Stanley (Hawick) 

13 flPJ Townaand fftormampton) 

22 A V Tktt (Newcastle) 

11. S Longrtaff (PundtreF&'Fh 3 ) 

15 C M Ctr>--;; -*» (Melrose) 

9 a Armstrong (Newcastle)* 

1 PlWHBtontBath) 

2 6 C Buftoch (Wast of Scotland) 

3 • M J Stewart (Northampton) 

4 P F Cronin (Wasps^ 

5 BW Weir (Nawcasttef - ~ 

is R I Wafamrigfat f Dundee HSFP) 

7 A J Roxburgh (KelSO) 

8 E W Patera (Bath) ~ 


: IB L B Doviea 


Mill), 17 A C Thomas (Swansea), 
l P John (Pontypridd), 
i L S Quhinefl (Richmond), 20 WS 
y (Pontypridd), 21 L Mustos 
infitq, 22 J M Humphreys (CartKI). 


REPLACEMENTS: IB R J S Sheptwrd 
(Melrose). 37 C Murray (Hawick). 

IB A D Nkxri (Bath), SB I R Smtth 
(Moseley). 20 SB Grimes 
(Watsonburs), 21 G Graham 
[Nawcasga), 21 DGEUta (Currie). 
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42 SPORT 


RACING 


Ardrina can book 
her place in 
Gold Card Final 

By Richard Evans, racing correspondent 


A GROWING belief that too 
much racing — most of it 
moderate — rather than insuf- 
ficient prize-money is the un- 
derlying pro We m faring the 
sport is supported by a disap- 
pointing turnout at four jump 
meetings today. 

Just 213 horses have been 
declared for 27 races. Exclud- 
ing three bumpers, the aver- 
age field size is below seven — 
and the smallest number of 
runners are in races with the 
biggest prize-money. 

At Doncaster, die only meet- 
ing covered by television 
(Channel 4), four runners 
contest a £20,000 handicap 
chase, five line up for a 
£10,000 handicap hurdle, 
while only six have been 
declared for the featured 
chase, also worth £20,000. 

In theory, the smaller fields 
should make it easier for 
punters to locate winners but, 
as Ladbrokes’ record profits 
made dear this week, theory 
and practice tend to be worlds 
apart much of the time for 
backers. 

A golden rule this winter 
has been to follow the few 
yards which have been virus- 
free. Ferdy Murphy is one 
trainer whose string is in fine 
form and he has every reason 
for wanting to win the Wilsic 
Trophy Handicap Hurdle 
(3.05) with Ardrina as the 
penalty for victory would 
guarantee her a place in the 


Gold Card Final at Chel- 
tenham. 

A decent novice last season, 
she was found to be suffering 
from crushed vertebrae after 
two disappointing runs this 
term. A ter treatment to her 
bade, die Ardross mare, re- 
turned to form when winning 
at Newcastle and her breeding 
suggests todays longer trip 
can bring about further im- 
provement. What’s Your Story 
is consistent and will appred- 



TODAY S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


ate any further rain, while 
Miss Roberto ran to her best 
behind Dana Point eight days 
ago. However, Ardrina can 
oblige. 

Anabranch has not stopped 
improving this term and, pro- 
vided tiie ground does not 
become any softer at Town 
Moor, she can complete a 
remarkable seven-timer in the 
Mitsubishi Shogun TYophy 
Handicap Chase (335). With 
the front-running Marble 


Man likely to ensure a sound 
pace, fiie mare should have 
the race run to suit Real Tonic 
prefers fester ground, while 
Native Mission is best over the 
minimum trip. 

The fitting ; of a visor b as 
improved The Toiseach, who 
completed a quick double 
when beating Mahler easily at 
Ascot The handi capper has 
raised this front-runner 101b 
for that success and he looks 
worth opposing with Random 
Harvest in the Velka Par- 
dubicka Grimthorpe Hand- 
icap Chase (4.10). 

Mary Revel ey*s string is in 
top form and her lightly raced 
nine-year-old lodes well 
handicapped judged on his 
form last year. A good fifth to 
Speaker Weatherill at Doncas- 
ter five weeks ago, he was not 
suited by the fast ground last 
time, but should relish the trip 
and going today. 

Sydney Twothousand has 
run respectably in decent nov- 
ice company behind Erintante 
and Zaralaska and should 
help to make Lady Rebecca a 
bankable proposition in the 
S talas Casinos Series Novices 
Hurdle (4.40). Regarded as “a 
bit special” by Venetia Wil- 
liams, her talented trainer, the 
mare won with plenty in hand 
at Cheltenham on her hur- 
dling debut back in October. 
She can overcome an absence 
of 129 days before going on to 
greater things. 



Calon Tan left v-mfe Phar Better over rite last on his way to ■winning the Arlington National Hunt Novices’ Hurdle at Newbury yesterday 


Tidebrook extends winning 


By Chris McGrath 

THE courage and endurance of horse 
and rider were tested by what is 
fondly known as “good jumping 
weather” yesterday- Heavy rain bad 
turned Newbuiy into a searching test. 


ii,Tr>L'iur»irr; 


mire to a 19-fength defeat of Mister 
Oddy in the Geoffrey Gilbey Handi- 
cap Chase. 

There were some exhausted finish- 
ers during the afternoon, but 
Tidebrook did not need to strain for 
what was his sixth consecutive suc- 
cess —which is just as well, as he only 
has a few days to absorb the race, his 
first in three months, before tackling 


either the Grand Annual Chase or 
Mlldmay of Flete at the Cheltenham 
Festival. 

Kim Bailey, his trainer, said: “If its 
bottomless, he mD run in the two- 
mile race, but otherwise ifll be the 
Mlldmay. He was very fresh today. 


aim UM1 Wdh VfUj wc WCIC uc^tuaic 

to get a run into him. He's quite a 
hairy jumper to look at, bade legs 
going in the opposite direction to tile 
front ones, but obviously you don’t 
feel it on top.” Bailey's yard is only 
just emerging from a bleak spell of 
coughing, and he confessed himself 
relieved that Tidebrook and 
Polydamas — who limbered up for 
tile Citroen Supreme Novices' Hur- 


dle at Utdlow on Thursday -- had 
“come right just in tune”. 

Unhappily, the same could not be 
said of the residents of many other. 
Lamboum stables. One vfliageryes- 
terday predicted “disaster* at the 
Festival, with tew Lamboum horses 


leading Tote Cheltenham Gold Cup 
hope, is typical in the way he is 
tormenting Charlie Brooks during 
these final, crucial days. 

Nicky Henderson is a happy excep- 
tion, as Calon Lan confirmed in the 
opener. The card’s star turn, however, 
was from that fioarishing corner of. 
the raring nation, the West Country. 
Earthmover ran away with the Peter 


Hamer Memorial Hunters’ Chase, 
preserving an unbeaten record when 
completing. It Is his jumping that 
remains the principal flaw in his case 
as the leading domestic obstruction to 
Ireland’s Elegant Lord in the Chris- 
ties Fbxhunteis’ Chase - and Polly 
* /'i.iAiin, mnRmtNl herwff to be 


anything but a hindrance with her 
neat performance yesterday. 

Earthmover will join stablemate 
Fantus, who is seeking his third 
Cheltenham win. Richard Barber, 
their trainer, said: “He jumped well 
enough once he hit the front but is 
definitely better on this softer ground. 
Fantus is likely to have a gallop after 
raring at Win canton on Thursday.'* 


2.00 Non Vintage 
230 EFFECTUAL (nap) 
3.05 What's Your Stoty 

GOING: SOFT 


THUNDERER 

3,35 Real Tonic 

4.10 In Truth 

4.40 Lady Rebecca 

5.10 Dumford Bay 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


2.00 PARDUBICE NOVICES CHASE 
(£ 2 £ 27 : 2 m 110 yd) (4 nmners) 



YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 


101 11314* GOOOlMeSISpF/AQafesDnaMn^&MlM., BVta*(7)BE 

teaan* ante. SMpwfcra(F — M.P— mm. BF-btatai twute to fatal wfr 
ruffled up. U—wsMted dder. B— ferrate 6rtag on rate horn tax agn (F—-tkzn,Qood to 

a* mx 6-bwl s-*a a* to m. 

■ISSWfhi « hSS2; omm IQ imfctt. Toler/ Age ad 

Ejected. C— eaneWwar. l>— jdpfctBd* pte a y 4ft MR*, 
dstna torn*. CD- coast ad taca haem's ant 


Doncaster 

Gollfggodtoiot 


Ml 16 rani fl. W l Lunpo Tate 4ft 
30. Q 3). E3BtL OF C8SQ Trto E84 80 




j ' »>i 


101 Ml 1NE MOOR 18 ih MBS o Meow) UTgnvlas 7-1 1-7 PCateny ®S 

107 ffi CABU£1fl(MsLlqioOUsLieto6-11-2 H&wto.lS? 

10 J 4 IJ 5243 P K 0 N WfTAGE 14 (D.aS) {A Urol U Ctaman 7 - 1 1-2 „. — WWaTtfagton K )6 

101 4-110111 POTlHrSGALE 7 (D£& P Pirta) ft MdfetaM 7-11-2 A rtagukm '105 

BET 1 MG: 6-13 Pallert G*. 7-7 The Mow. 5-1 Non Yitege. 10-1 Cabas. 

1997 : SUBLIME FELLOW 7 - 11-12 J Osboroe ( 2 - 1 ) N (Mason 7 tan 

I j hie Moor best CaMfe (5* better affi 121 to 14mm morion 

I FORM FOCUS I !^3lLacem(2ni1l.80odtojM NMVWzgeQiilEdiiob 

rod): psewioiKfr 171 3cd at 


* ~ • • * novice chase grade 

B to Jbfci Dnmvn in novica etoe at ifcriet wen 


novice dose 4 Haydock (2m, soR); nrcrturiy 
Huntingdon (2m llOfi, good to son). 

POTTER’S GALE «ifl be ladto heal B pulling In a dear mmd 


nice dase grade M Mnick (An. good): pra 
al Marts! ffesen ( 2 m 4f. goad). Potefs Safe 
B); prevtaudy baa John TuBy 171 In 9-nnter 


instated rttor in 
now* Clascal 


3.35 MflSUHSM SHOGUN TROPHY HANMCAP CHASE T |KZM 

(£13,485: 2m 3f 110yd) (5 runners) " . . . 

401 -313U66 MWWEhCSKW35 (C£,S] (GSadal J 11-1Z-0 __ F LMferP): .Bj| 

407 -tmit AUmmWXBXf&S} (Ma MMtaNJtanai 7-11-4 EMtfan 131 

483 P-P5461 EASTHOWE 21 &AS1 ftl BrouflMwfl IfceH IW*t W-10-13 MHtam 147 

404 -5P143U fSN.TaKl4tej,G^(BOpdB0EIWrt*-1O.1V PCatteiy 137 

405 7134151 MAfWJE IUM 25>«S) (PImThMIB-KMI : D Barter 118 

BETTWG: 10-11 tortwndi. 7-2 dart Toelc, 41 lMde Itea 9-2 MU* UWon 

19971 RflCXLEYI 1-10-10 P Many (9-1) 6 RJctanb 8 an 

Uyl i Nafiw Mfeston 231 5ih at 7 to Cuitan CMtonge in hsNflap 

chase rt Doncaster (2m 110yd, good): previously i9i Gti (4 9 to 



P FDKwt rOSjtKy*! chase rt Doncaster (2m IlOyti, good): pfwousty IS Oi ol 9 to 
^ JeShfl In harafleap cna grade 2 rt Ascot (2m, sod). Arafarandi 
bw Nrtysai neck in 9-mnrer handicap chase al Doocatv (2m 3f 110yd, Mod); pravnaty beat 
CunbotBid Biues 3i in 4ranrar handicap dose at CMtrtt(2m. goal to sod). EasBuvpe beat ki 
Truth W in 7-nme handicap chase al Mate) teen (2m «. good]. Real Tonic unseated rider In 
Imiap chase at Newcastle (2m 4C mod); ptHtourty 2X( 3d rf 11 to As* Me Ufer to handcap 
chase al MmcasSe (3m. good). Hutto Man bert Sam/ Cool 4) in Smiuer banficap chase at 
Cwfisis (2m. soft). 

ANABRANCH, utahn h six state over fences, cai maWan lie saqumce 


Spirit (X Start 2K1 Snf o( IB to Braftar Of iris to novfce -tatfe'af 
Sydney Twftousaod 161 Sh of 15 b ZaratasSoi in (mice hudfe at 
Doyetra bert tefenl Sanduiy Ml to 9-niw 4yo nowia tndle al OoocartB (2to’4t (pod to tong 
tak Son Afcrt (56 bear trf) 41 4ft 

LADY REBECCA is veil egantod and can book bex tidS to Die Odtatai FesBvad 





RICHARD EVANS 


Sap: Men Azoic 

. Jtl 5 Warwick) 

TSfc- lormS^t : Mw» Arne's 
rreriRyittwy at LogfieU has 
w* -wifiL fee 
foarth-pteced 
store and he 
risetoihe 


Ned bed: Laify Rebecca 
(4.40 Doncaster) 


Z Nor* Phnca (7-4 1»); 3. The FuB 
Monty (10-1). 10 ran. NR Second FW*. 
Squab* X IS. T Former Tote: £4 40: 
£7.80, n.10. £220. OF: E47tt CSF £9Bft 


CSF vsa 

220 pm lioyd h*) 1 . Heritage p 
Cvbeny. 10-11 tavt. 8 , 4 oto Ftage }» 1 ): 3 . 
Mmd | 7 - 2 ). 13 ran » W. He S ftwwl 
Tom- £ 170 : £ 120 . £13 4 ft £170 OF: 
esaoa Tw £ 8 B 10 CSF £ 61 . 95 . 

3to am II m 1. Ctaey Btahe (A S Snrth. 
E-O.lMtoor 8eB f ? 2 tav); X Mr^egar The 
Third ( 4 - 1)8 ran. NR FNrteigh Rrtde 14 L 
*l T Detoeny Tata £ 740 : El 90 . £1 SO. 
£ 1.30 DpTuOQ T no. £2430 CSF: £2233 
TncesT. £ 71 5 B . . 

RS0 Ctoi 2f hdta) I. tevtocue (J Cefleghen, 
6-11 2 Deep Water p -1 tai): 3 . indpendry 
LtaMSw 1 H 131 Titan. Tuta £ 7 ® 
£2 3 ft £ 1 . 10 . £ 200 . OF £ 84 rt Tno £2350 
CSF: £1724 • 

420 ( 3 ra 41 dv 1 . Better Tbnee Atraed (W A 
Palter, 12 -TJ .2 (Ms User ( 7 - 2 ): 3 . Wtodlmp 
( 16 - 2 ) ? ran. 31 71 Q RKtade W £17 » 
£ 430 . El SO OF. £ 2320 . CSF- £4681 
*20 (dn 2 f ftdto) f. OnyowoHn {A S Srww. 
20 - 1 ): 2 , CommonSoond {B- 2 V 3 . Bnntotae 
WBy O-i). 5 ran.NR PtaaudeTa Feme. 171 , 
3 V 4 LJ Howard JohftSffli Tata E 19 9 ft £SB 0 . 
£200 OF: £ 27 . 40 . CSF. £9200 
Ptapepot £ 129 , 60 . Chradpat £ 9720 . 

Newbury 

Going: soft 

210 12 m llOyo hdle) 1 . Crtorr Left (M A 
Fflzgerald. 7 -^. 2 Phar Better ( 10-11 few): 3 . 
Ctacago Orty ( 100 - 30 ) 9 ran 9 . 41 N 
Henderson Tmo £4 10. £1 10 . Si. 20 . £1 30 
OF £3 10 . Trio £210 CSF' £8 30 
240 ( 3 m ch) 1 , Mafore Legacy (A Thomnn. 
tl- 4 : Richard Evans's nap)- 2 . Pemcator 
( 14 - 1 ): 3 . Grewle Agam ( 4 - 1 ) Krtj^rc Oust 
5-2 taw 8 ran. NR Cod Rramer, Mnunaln 
Path, Spring To Gtey 141 . sti hd T Far». 
Tata: £3 60 : £1 10 . £± 20 . £1 40 OF £ 31 3 ft 
Trta £3630 CSF £3186 Tricast £13690 
3.10 ( 2 m ilch) i, Tidebrook (N WUransaa 
2-1 p-lav): Z Msibt Oddy ( 2-1 p-tav). 3 . 
Cbodoon Hero ( 8 -fi 5 ran 191 . M K Bafty 
Tate. £3 10 ; £ 130 . E 1 . 60 . OF £280 CSF 
£587 


ffl : 


Crusader ( 4-11 Emost VHBom 5-2 lav 7 tan 
NR Native Snore 71. 1 tal N TvwsswOavtec. 
Tate: £B 9 ft £ 2 . 60 , £1 80 OF £1290 CSF 
£ 23.47 Tneasb E 77 71 
4.10 ( 3 m ch) 1 , Eerttmanr (Wss, P Gwdry. 
8-15 ten); 2 , Holland House 1 15 ft). ft MtaHy 
Frtcon H 4 - 1 ) 5 ran NR- Vita Song Da. 
dtat R Barber. Tote £1 50 ; £ 1 . 10 . £1 40 DF 
£1 50 . CSF £1 63 . 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

p mater 
I Eaderfer 
N Tmsk»- Oases 
UK H Knhfbt 
D MidialsK 
S Goflhgs 


ftn 

l 

JOCKEYS 

Winias 

tides 

% 

11 

273 

P Cvbary 

11 

37 

29.7 

27 

25 ft 

A tbgifei 

5 

21 

236 

20 

25 J 3 

GUe 

5 

24 

2 D .8 

22 

22 J 

P Wven 

11 

63 

175 

49 

204 

N WObrason 

4 

25 

16 ft 

16 

164 

L Wfts 

7 

57 

tZJ 


- a. bif - SS 





Jackpot £28,770.60 (02 winning Octets. 
Pool at £3^417^7, anied forward to 
Ooncaetar today), 


Pteeepofc £6640. 

Kelso . 

Going-, good 

2^0 »n II ch) 1. Sr. 

8 -n &): 2 . Ctaanoy 


Quadpot £ 4720 . 




a*e. Spy Knee, Tnn* Project Swat And 
See. II, HI. G Baking. Tots: £ 40 . 00 : £ 6 . 60 . 
£1 40 . DF; £ 42.03 Trte E 2900 CSF £7087 
5.10 pm 51 hdd 1 . Royal Arctic (ChrW 


Nose clip has first airing 


Point-to-point by Carl Evans 


A NOSE dip, similar to that 
worn by Liverpool footballer 
Robbie Fowler, will be used by 
a horse for the first time in a 
race today. Interpretation, a 
12-year-old gelding trained .by 
leading point-to-point handler 
Victor Dartnall in Devon, will 
wear the device at the Ottery 
St Mary meeting, near Exeter. 

If the test proves a success, 
the nose dip could become a 
standard piece of equipment, 
nor only for racehorses but 
also eventers and other high- 
performance horses. 

Its inventor is Jakes 
Branran. 45. a South African 
doctor, who has lived in 
Britain for four years and has 
had. a life-long interest in 
horses. “The only part of the 
airway not supported by bane 
is the nostril, which is flared 


by muscle,” Bran ton said. 
“When the horse is galloping 
and in rhythm with its breath- 
ing, the nostril opens and 
shuts. If they get 50 per cent of 
possible air flow when the 
nostril shuts.and 100 per cent 
when Its open, that averages 
out at 75 per cent of the 
potential air intake.” 

Known as Equinair and 
fitted to the horse's bridle at 
the noseband, today's proto- 
type is made of aluminium but 
future models will come in 
thermoplastic. 

While Interpretation, who 
won his last race, is.a guinea 
pig today, it is hoped the clip 
will help horses with breath- 
ing difficulties and tackle the 
common problem in race- 
horses. of breaking Wood 
vessels. 


Heavy patches al the Eas* 
Devon meeting has ruled out 
national champion Butler 
John. leaving his rider, Neil 
Harris, with just one tide, 
Hensue. in the intermediate. 
Magnolia Man, a stalwart for 
Harris, has a leg injury and 
misses the rest of the season, a 
real Wow as wet conditions 
would have suited foe gelding 
admirably. 

TODAY'S MEETINGS: Boaufoit at 
Dktenrton. tan SW of Toftwy (tost race 
1230); Chidd. Lee ft Cowdray, 
Pattern. 4m S PUborough (1246); 
Cumberland Farmers. Oetaon, 4m S of 
Cartria (1230); Dwwart, Charm PtaK 
tan SW Scarborough (1200); East 
Davorv. Offarv St M«y. 1m S of forni 
(1200); Sir WW Wynns (postponed): 
Wavenay Hantora, Hghsnx 8m NE 
Colchester (1.009. TOMORROW: 
Banknay. Southwell, nskto KH course 
(1230); Roas Hamers. Gamom. Shi W 
Hereford (1230, inspection Sprn today): 

Staff Coflega i RMA Drag, at 
TweeektowfT. 3m W Aiderehot (1230). 


THUNDERER 

1.45 Starunore. 2.15 Redeemyourself. 245 Halona. 
3.15 Easthorpe. 250 Top Note. 4 2D Mutanassfb. 
4.50 Party Loader. . - 

Tmokeeper’s top rating: 245 IQNGSFOLD PET. 


GOING: SOFT (CHASE COURSE); HEAVY (HURDLES) SS 


1.45 JAOCOTttOTURY NOVICES CHASE 

(£ 2 , 98 & 2 m 40 { 5 raiiere} 

IIPSfST/WWRE 56 PAS estate 6-Tlft ****“> M 

2 FSZ BOLD DOLPWt 40 T nnta 5-114 — ATtateBO 

3020F DUN. OR BUST 15 (F) J JteUB MI-4 Prtte ■ - 

- 4 /2P- QUAF 483 J Otafe B-114 L fefltfp) - 

5 12-2 TWSTRAIfS MAfiE S7 (S) NHotecsoa 7-11-4 

MAnQfpmid Tin 

2-1 Trtrtam'* hag*. K Stanw*. 3-1 Mi M|Ma 11-2 fcrt ta Sat 10-1 


2.1 5 BERKSHIRE HANDICAP CHASE 

(E4.92B: 3m) © 

111*41 MAC6EBW Ift fAg BUrWl-ta. ~ Ata—w 
2 /POP GTS9ML TWC 78 (DJ^S) P Heten 1 B-1 1 . „ n 

• 5 ibspv no 

■35F23RamWUBSaF50(&AS).JSart9-n-5WAte^rvfcl m 
41FP2 YE044N WARRCT 18 (ftS) R fate 11-11-2 .. 0 (TSrthaD IR 
5Z3RI HATCHAI4SCT21 (CftftS) D ttdrtow fr-1 1 -1 RJoteaon W 
2-1 MBMra. 52 ftachan Boy, 11-4 ftm W tata. 11-2 feteteari, 
12-1 StaflTar tear 
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3 mite 2 Turks ngs. Doncntar 4.10pm. Uvc on CH4 TV. 

W8 The Toiseach 
4/1 Colonel In Chief 
4/1 Random Harvest 
Tf/2 Galatasori ■ 

11/2 In Truth 
i5/l Scotton Banks 

HB TV TPCT.'Mmm pa rm mniri^l 



| RACING NEXT WEEK || SPECIALISTS 


MONDAY: Newton Abbot (tost ran, 
2.00), Souttwefl (AW. 215). 

TUESDAY: Exeter (Z209. Leteestar 
P-10), Sodgetjeld (200). 

WSJNESDAY: Bangor (220). ChB- 
erick (200). SouthvwO (AW, 2.10). 

THURSDAY: Caritete (2.00), Towc- 
ester (210). Wlncanton (220). 

FRIDAY: Ayr (2.10). Market Ftasen 
(1 .50). Sandown Park (200). 

SATURDAY) Ayr (150), Chepstow 
(BBC. 1.15), Sandown Peril (C4. 155), 
Wotverhampten (AW. C4, 220). 

Ftef meetings in bold 
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COURSE SPEC1AUSTS 


TRWBtS: H (Ms, S tans tarn 4 rasas, 7ftDfc C Sbnood. 
18 bttH 55, 9.1%; J ftoft 5 tarn 19, 2fi3vD Mdstan. 23 ton 
9ft 23S«; S rite. « tarn 31 ISA II Ffe., IS torn 7ft 17ft*. 


JOCie&R 


! torn 19 rite. 7531; R I 


ton 1ft 1581; 2 TBIlf. 4 tom 35. 114* P Wta 9 ha 8ft lljfc 
U flfepatt «fo«Jl4. 10 3%: C (M^lO feu flft 10A 



atfWT APPLY. 
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« jfe can see the flaw in horse or rider and knows the exercise that will set it to rights 



ft - .*-. z c. . 


«rt »h. - 
•*%«»«* 
e*r- » 


Bneasner, who says that he is still le a rnin g, uses a lungmg ran as he emharks cm a Brnfidenff^ wrildirig prog r amrm* with nm» r*f his char y* atrtwWah^a ndf House t rainin g centre. Photograph; Hugh Routledgc 
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“ ■ "m ut who." I asked, “is 
Yogi?" That was last 
H V week as Charlie Brooks 
-M— ^ watched the careful re- 
p conditioning of his faintly flawed 
wonder horse, Suny Bay. “Yogi,”he 
said, more or less tautologically, “is 
a guru." 

"And don%**Yogi said, “call me a 


master with the magic touch 


guru." That was this week and I 
had gone to visit die guru at his 


had gone to visit die guru at his 
ashram. Or. at least, the equestrian 
centre at Waterstock, in Oxford- 
shire, where Yogi, more or less on a 
daily basis, works his .. . ■ • - 

“And don’t talk about miracles, 
either. Everything 1 do is just a 
matter of common sense." Which is 


SIMON 

BARNES 

Tatting 


Yogi Brdsner rejects talk of mirades. He puts his success at 
an equestrian centre in Oxfordshire down to common sense 


fair enough. And the more -he 
talked, the more obvious it was. All . . 
right then; Yogi Brdsner b amply , 
a disseminator of common sense. 
And as Mark Twain remarked, the 
thing about common soiseisthatit 
ain’t that common. 

But we like the idea of gurus, of a 
person wiser than die rest <rf us, ' 
passing on his wisdom in a 
mysterious way. A guru: a man 
with a key in his hand, who 
painlessly opens the kicked dopes of .- 
uur understanding. 

Everywhere in life, when you : 
move into the area of intangibles, 
you find gurus; in religion and : 
philosophy of course. And golf, of 
course, more mysterious and fasci- 
nating, Tm assured, than religion, 
philosophy and the creative pro- 


cess^ brings os ThcVid laadbetter. 
Leadbetter is jftgumnnd die greater 
of the game seek his mountain top 
for spiritual, refurbishment and a 
spstrtf advice on uncockmgthe 
wrists. Or, of course, cocking mem. 

Brasner is fike Leadbetter. He 
inadethecomparisonhtmsdf. Both 
have a huge and detraordinary 
talent for the correction of flaws. 


Leadbetfer does it whh golfers. 
Bmsner does it with horse riders— 


jump jockeys, eventers, dressage. 
Healso does it with horees. 

To Waterstock then, and a race- 
horse tall, lean and wonderfully 
athletic. You had to stride out to 
keep up wife him at a walk. 
Talented, a_ good temperament 
three chasing wins already in a 
fledgeling career,. And now 
problems. 

- . I cant tell you his name, because 
I wasn’t told it Ghent confidential- 
ity and all that WaHdnghfe athletic 
typy to an endosed schooL Rjr 
many horsey ’ people, -much . of 
hors^ life happens m such a pfcicR 
Yen rarely find such a thing in a 
racmg yard irs not How We Do It 
Yqu get atotofthaL in the horsey 
life. Thai is net- the way it has 
always been done; so it must be 
wrong. Much of the horsey world 
exists in hermetic compartments: 
everyone except us is (a) cruel and 
fb> incompetent • 

But here was a racehorse walk- 
ing out on a long, lunging ran — 
had he ever done such a thing since 
be had first been ridden? And to be 
lunged over a jump, and not a 
National Hunt Jump but a show 
jump. No. rider on his hack. The 
horse had to think for himself. 


“The brain," Breisner said. “You 
have to work on his brain, if you 
wantto get the body to work right.” 
I cant remember if he was talking 
about riders or horses at this pant 
The principle is the same in either 
case. Communication, you see: 

And Btrisner was enrnmunirat'- 
ing with the unknown and flawed 
annnal by means erf the lunge-rein, 
gestures of the whip, nuances of 
body language, voice; Mosdy those 
staccato ducks that have become, 
perhaps have always been, part of 
tileway in which ^aman^tolk to. 
horses. “He was tilting Elxries 
with his fences,” Brdsner explained 
as the horse spun animatedly 
aroundhim. “He was becoming too 
racy.” His mind all on the other 
horses and the mad excitement of it 
all, crashing through the farces any 
old how, deaf to the corrections and 
the curses of his jockey. That way 
lies defeat probably injury, possi- 
bly death. 

How do you deal with a problem 
horse?' You can cross your fingers 
and hope for foe best Many horse 
people, professional and amateur, 
do exactly that. Sometimes it even 
works. You can try and salve the 
problem yourself. You can bring in 


a work jockey for a schooling 
session. Or you can send for Yogi. 
“Oh, Vm quite sure some trainers 
flunk I am a complete waste of time 
and money.” Some people thfnV 
that the horse whisperers — they 
hate the term even more than 


Brdsner hales being called a guru 
— of the Monty Roberts school are 


— of the Monty Roberts school are 
charlatans. Others, the Queen for 
example; swear by them. Brdsner 
is rather a fan himself and incorpo- 
rates the Roberts stuff into his own 
method. - 

Which is only really <me common 
sense inside another common 
sense, with the Mark Twain rule 
remaining in. force. 

And the Unnamed One was now 
lunged into the small jump. A 
pause: you could almost read foe 
words on the thought-bubble over 
the horse's head: "What? AM by 
myself?” And, mastering himself 
and gathering himself, be jumped. 
And jumped and jumped again, 
and then did it all in the other 
direction. 

"Confidence is everything in 
jumping.” Every human, rider 
knows that as well as every horse. 
“You build confidence with good 
experiences and knowledge.” 


And almost strutting under the 
influence of a good experience, 
almost visibly greater in know- 
ledge, the horse was asked, by 
means of the shifting of a pole in 
front of the jump, to stand off the 
jump and seriously leap. And, 
being asked, seriously leapt 

Breisner was bom in Sweden 
and remade In Ireland. He trained 
on to become a top-quality event 
rider. But his destiny was to 
become a trainer and to train foe 
animals of two quite different 
species to combine their joys and 
their talents in the name of sprat. 

A few years ago, a combination 
of circumstances brought him 



more and more racehorses. His 
talent is to combine the methods of 
different branches of the horsey 
world, as cross-training has be- 
come the vogue in human athletes. 
“And learning, always learning." 
Some racehorse trainers are terri- 
ble old stick-in-the-mu d s . others 
are always mad for innovation. It is 
a matter of temperament And after 
all one of foe most important rules 
of racing is that nobody ever laughs 
when your horse passes foe post in 
front of all the others. 

So send for Yogi. 

And what Breisner does is really 
all frightfully simple. He can see 
the flaw in horse or rider with great 
facility. He knows the exercise that 
will set the flaw to rights. And he 
' knows how to communicate this to 
foe human, to the horse. Gurus 
need confidence, too. 

The odd thing about reading 
Mike Breariey*5 book about leader- 


ship in cricket. The Art of Captain- 
cy, was that instead of exploring 


Breisner works on the brain 


<y, was that instead of exploring 
mysteries, it seemed to proclaim 
that Brearley’s secret was that there 
is no secret 

It all seems very obvious, foe way 
be tells it One great Victorian 
scientist exclaimed on reading The 
Origin of Species : “How extremely 
stupid not to have thought of that." 
There are times when it is dear that 
common sense is a very rare talent: 
and one that sometimes bears the 
hallmark of genius. 




THUNDERS! 

2.25 Sterna Creek. 2£5 Dantes CavaDer. 3.25 Polar 
Lord. 4.00 Siena Bay. 4.30 Saxon Duke. 5.00 Mr 
Christie. 


ID 1600 
11 PM 

13 00 
IS 40 

14 00 

15 0 

11-4 PomntSBod, 3-1 Stan Cmk, 5-1 GdM'hw.M MAM. B-l Bom 

Cgnao. W-t Ronte. Uft. 12-1 ManfinoR. 16-1 ■ 


3.25 TM PWGE1BTH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
NH NOVICES HURDLE (£2.408: 3m 2f) (5) 


4.30 


CHAWST0N HANDICAP CHASE (£3,001: 3m) (8) 




mmm 


— R Snort 
ItRHMfcy 
RHM 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (7.15AM INSPECTION) 


2.25 COLESDEM SELLING HURDLE 

(£1 ,870: 2m 110yd) (15 runners) 


2.55 WYB0ST0H NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,134: 2m 4i 110yd) (5) 

1 AW ‘ C0UN1HY BARLE 45 H Hadpa ID-11-8 . — HrRWHkqr{3) 
. 2 2432 BASHES CAVALIER 06 0 BBiftWW . 


11-6 Me Lad, 5-2 tea nbuy Uriy, D-2 W Fmo Lad. Ftp** Fw, 20-1 
Cmtatndftftb. 


1 nn 

2 ran 

3 P-6 

4 -43F 

5 -res 

S MU 
7 UUF 4 

b pres 

7-4 Quota. D -4 Shot tUa. 9-2 Foftlo Iftn, 6-1 Cm HR 14-1 dB» 


Virgin MegaSavers 


1 -614 PCWME SBCRET 11 pjVJ).5£) tl Pbo 5-1M - 

> UU-0 ALAPA 23 A CDOflH il-IT-2 ----- r r. TKrt 

3 (100- “rSSS 

. .m ncuncnmeiiunffi 1 B em R. 1 U . _ GMehB. 


4 P-F? GENTLE TUNE ID (D£J J R Bed 6-11-2 Clto* 

5 500 KBIALAIt LAD 37 KMfcl V VM B-11-2 

6 Ofil IIACS HH» 812 GSmta 6-11-2 

J -off MOST VITAL 23 WG M Tuner 7-11-2 ._ PVBni0 

3 0 MTOHBC IB Ptw— H MI-2 L4222 

| RSMHAR0T- 164F L UfifftJann 5-11-2 WMwftm 


RDmamtr 

3 EXECUTIVE WC 86 G totted 7-11,2 BTormoy 

4. 403C JOLLY k€Afft 11 0 Bwinw 5-11-2 — HBnna 

5 ra SUADRACH 71(G) AbH MoUqr 7-11-3 WMnU 

4-11 Mn CMBar, 11-2 Mf H 7-1 Statadi. 14-1 OnAl Kh& 25-1 


4.00 LESLEY ANN WALKER BOITHDAY 
CBB3RATT0N HANDICAP CHASE (£3,498: 2m 110yd) (6) 


5.00 WHDEN HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.495: 3m 20 (9) 


1 42SU MBim DRUM 70 M VNttsm 9-12-d WMarsM 

2 P440 HUBS UP 22 (COE AS) G HAM 12-11-5 


BUNKERED HHST TIME: H*jrrtfngdon: 2^SChWPred8tor. 
Newbury: 3S0 LakadaU Leader. WQhwtMmpton: 9J)0 Mo 
DobL 9iO MyLod LcvB. ' 


3 UM BEAUJftNBAN 26 fflnSJPHoMB 8-10-12 UrRWkbr(7) 

4 R11F SBRA BAY 9 PF,mS)OShHWUl 6-10-7 _ R Damoodr 

5 TOGS WHO'S TO SAY 9 Iftf&S) Dr P PrteJwU 12-10-2 

DrPMeM 

.6 61W BELAPOMTE 640 pJrfiJH Mas K Gwnfla 71-10-0 . CUanta 
4-6 Son Bw. HJWr Don. B-l Thmte Up. WHV To S v, 10-1 


MrDHnaym 

MrRWitorp) 


1 5F10 

2 4430 

3 -668 

4 6050 

5 6-21 
E 2123 
7 621 
B -435 
9 -Off 

64 Dwi. 7-2 TUr, 4-1 SbqrHm. 8-1 Unto tuner. Rqr Rhw. 10-1 1 
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SATURDAY MARCH 7 1998 


ACCESSORIES 


TOP PRICES PAID 

lORU M iri u rmumc 1 1 1 ■ ^ MSSSS an jjiM 



Q fRnihr'i 

Wfe urgently need to buy tt i Vroa] 

• ROLEX - PATEK PHILIPPE • CARTIER 

AUDEMARS • PIAGET • BREGUET * VACHERON 
■ IAEGER (REVERSO) • BREITLING - BULGARI 



r, »i&ra£* 




BMW 


MW uuw.wUM* ■989.8^00 mi*. 

cphonrwi oiaStgawr- 


four wheel drive 


RANGE ROVER 


JEEP AUTHORISED 



0171 491 1362 




\ 


QflJ6 / 26260 




i anas 


Emu muww 


AUDI AUTHORISED 
DEALERS 


■■ v o l, i ' i 



MaMteMti8«04M8. 


Dovercourt Audi 


Audi 


ALFA ROMEO 



Battersea 


6^zg&^oo«-ta 

94M A*ufiJ6VCoqpe, Titan Grey, 



MJ A^23 6niaPtbf»te. 


95M Audi Coupe SXDianxiw) Bfack, 




St. Johns Wood 

97P Audi AS quaUiu Spun. 

Emerald, 7,000 mucs 
97P Aufi A8 quattro, Ruby, 
13,000 nuks 

97H AiuJi Afl 2-8 Span. Mine. 

mUOmilet 

97P Audi Cabriolet 18,1% 

M00 mites 

97P Audi Cabriolet 2.6, Cacuo, 
4JJ00 antes 
87P Audi A614SE. 

Uptranic Racing. MMO miles 
97P Audi A4T Sport, 

Aluminium, 8JXJ0 miles 

97P Audi A4 ZA Sli Awnn, 
CkUU, 8,000 miles 
97P Audi A4 L8 SE Awnl. Mmg. 
SjUOnDes 

37V AmEA3 I JIT Sport, Lawr, 
djMOmOes 

MM Awfi 80 Ifi Aalo, Leather, 
Air Conditioning 

SZJ Ami SO ZO Auto, Btu±, 
Alloy*. Sunroof 


1 Luaao. tan 98. black, I 





M BE Swa MV MIMw 
tgWS Q1 ct15§2B8T 

■SMartM, s . OWL gggg. 0488 70030JJ 
SZWaport96.Uc.4te.38E.tXV 

0181 494 0999 

98. tUAMll3» 22179* 



3D 8 168 dN on 
0181 898 0999_ 





LANDROVER AUTHORISED DEALERS 



Marlborough 

a •rlotiltv for London 


jypp AUTHORISED 


AUTHORISED 


0171 924 5544 0171 644 7800 


Brand new Alfa 156, 
145/6, GTV t 
Spider & Fiat Coupe. 

Save op to £3,700. 
As seen on Top Gear. 

ACC: 0181 6601520. 

ALFA HOMED tffNMMl IM On 


98 'fork Rood 
Batffirsea, London 


S9-65 Balsize Road 
London NWB4BE 


0 


lOVai JHtni om AH awe. 
MT* Banner Dtnct Eamartm 
0 1375 482130.0141 9*32378 
■MW Inn*. Om 7<rar brand 
■n BMWdtNec fiooi Gan 


97R AmU S8 <2 quanta 340bbp- Ming Blue, 
ceni lcuber i/seate, ftom ft rear dec teal pack, 
climate, tolar root, side a/bags, bose, m. nnv. 
c/rihtind. h/l/w. CAntaresT*. gam phone. Wlodts. 
18" arm a/w. 2.900ml* £POA 

97P Audi Ag 3,7 Sport “TV*. Brilliant Black, 
■qua leather sports interior, donate oontroL side 
■Mugs, front and tear seat pack, solar sun roof, 
entice, watent, ffarmrcstc. hose, lOcd rtlacks, 
(Addon, alarm. 18" alloy wheels, 
8360ml* £39395 

97R Audi 42 quattro ••Tip”. Quartz Grey, 
aatfnariie leather, climate conned, twin airings, 
abs. tnctkm, pAAoof. walnut, brae system, asc. 
e/windowi. 10 stack od. iflocks ft t/dose. edm, 
competition alloy wheels -KSOOmls £POA 

95M Audi RS2 Arrant. RS Bine, leather / 
alcantarm rccaro sou. a ii con, abs, l/tng. 
Iraotoo. e/roof, 315 BHP, 17" catioa cup 
afloyc. 10 stack cd. 39.180ml* £39.995 

85C Audi Sport qoattro 30SBHP. Tornado 
Rod, leather and afcadan spans apbolsiay, 
superb condukm thnwgftont. 83,100fans 
£36,995 

97P And! AS 2J Sport. Aluminium Silver, 
mbndte interior, Twin airbags, sbs brakes, 
pre select nmraaf. efwindawi *4, 5sp lipoma c, 
bsc, electric door mm**, base sound, 
sport nspaakm, 8 spoke allay winds, 
aOCKkuk £32^95 


97P Audi 2JIE Convertible. Cactus Green, ecru 
leather stems, block hood, abs, pas, sport* 
airing, ew a 4, h/aeats, eAVturiroi*. ctD, LOod, 
Audi immobiliser, 10 spoke alloy wheels. 
3.760ml* £23.995 

97P AdiB 2JBE CaamrtUe. Velvet Bine, khe 
leather / doth sport* seas, blue hood, abs, 
airing, e/ window* x 4, cdL otg, 10 spoke alloy 
wheels, 8,890ml* £22,995 

97R AwB A3 14S& Ming Blue, tungsten 
akaatara, cHmatr, akfaags, abs, unction, ew. 
OSumrest, tftocki, rihfaats, cdL inunobilber. 
alloys 7^fl0mls £19,630 

95M Audi 2 jCE Auto Coupe. Bine Pearl, Made 
leather, abeoo. sbs. airbag, ptaeering, efsAooC. 
efdAnintn. cAockhtg. cd. 10 spoke alloy 
wheels, 35.160ml* £173195 

97P And A3 I4i Amo. Brilfiam diode, 
anthra ci te trim, e/sAoof, ptaeering. asc, edm, 
ofwiadows, shhaga. inuooMiiscr, alloy wheels. 
SMOmk £16*95 

Other Makaa 

W Merenlt a Bens 230 SLK Kom pressor. 
Brilliant Silver. Made leather, ions, abs. pas, 
4x wrings, traction, cruise, edra, alarm, allays 
12,680ml* £34v995 

97P AUh Romeo GTV Z9 i4V TWta Spark 
Spider. Alb. Red. Mack leather. Mack pffaood. 
ancon, airings, abs, pu, edm, ew. 6cd. alarm, 
16" ata. M^OOmls £22^95 


SPIDER: 

*7R dpMir IwItnU pan, m 
M«wMiK<Aaad.6jtfio^£r3xW 
mat Mwlw ABiaAttek 

lHdtelU«Oida CBLM6 

WtSfttirf wnilasJi. 

btek&w; 4900 oik* OUH 

MtSpUfrtw.IWrtBWte 

GTV: 

9fBCTV Lm AMlIteinrttedL 
■« i^w, iqnooeh_-mj)a 
ITFuiV Laamikanria, 
Ea flt,CD (ihytt.Ii>a«lk«^ Jrl*M 
firoT7liBB,1kalaaw 

nteWr. IlOODaflu SZ1AM 

Odi»riii|aiiiiiiM4iiBiwm»« 


RXJ-ETT OF MAYFAIR 

14 Berkeley Street, LoodaaWl 

0800456800 


m u 936. am Bkn, Om j 

I rate. MltoaL BOIKL 1 

^^il3S?*OI18 9S8 2580 t 
| MS CmnSte Arm mtm, 
mtee voM Batata Inc. »■ 


IoMb. 14XXM nkMKilht 
Jon anrtrnd. aojOQO wnr. 
aAbw £38000 m. 01277 


-RjiL 




MW inpaay am aD mm BUT 
m ii IiU Bihu i an Car ^nara. 

0181 889 4jg4B.t 

atSM% Mammal MM 
Matte Ur, 3KM A C29JS00. 
0181 847^268, 0498 68M08L 


ASTON MARTIN 

DB7 Cd». W P ng,nn > Dte 
btaaOtateMM t and a. wn 
ndte S/DOO nil— Rnton. 
*84900- fift 01844 848829. 

DBT teto (pfiA Stettm / Mf 
las m|BWj te a.ne l gTte 
tad nuuoo*. a t l ta wood, 
24000 miH C820 OOl 
O nrnraafc 01SQ9 282288 

OMVnUB. nqotza tba barn low 
aDmoi THCT rat W aa alu m l 


ai9» 7^*ma.waja34agr 

— mtfu. Ik *te £ZUW- 0171 
I 478 1080(9001707 868818 
ZSlAfTlNgllknllteMmm 
Btoa/Mk HateaiL Maw aDeva. 


akmdwnwmivtai 

OK im UM mm fc e 


OMU « 
0171 878 : 


BMW WANTED 

MM MDmaa ZMWVMa 

frill* nr 0*8 wwsstes 


Franklin Audi ... the forecast is quattro 

96NAB 4.2 quattro SPORT***** 21T £36.350 9SH S2C0UFE ***** 25T £2£.750 

36P S3 4.2 quattro ***+*• 21 T £32.250 97P fig 70) I-'G’hp quttro £S7 ** + * * 1ST £29.250 

9SN 66 4.2 quattro ***** 12T £35,500 94MA6 2.S qtatlio ESTATE AUTO * *★ 34T £21.030 

97R AS 2.8 SPORT ***** ST £29,593 S7P ft4 2.3 quattro ***** ST £23.750 

S5H S6 cuattro ***** 41T £25X00 97P Cabriolet 2.8 ** 1£T £26.850 

** ENHANCED SPEC *** LEATHER OR AIR ***+ LEATHER AND AIR ***** TOTAL SPEC 

Tel 0 1 1 3 204 1020 . . ' 

ASylncrC: rrcsr.y EVES:Q410 133143. 0370 557909 AU °I 


BMW 


31M* Com 989. 18K. Bad. Fan 
atew cod* ns hoot ajaOa. 


^J g^MaCtWTllCflM.CAISy 

BMW 1998 U.K 
Specifications 

Tranurelw Sateos On Z3 a Swim 
Cmem/CaMeM 
IMaStea/Tadn 
•bum Wfc MmteelMm 

p 

Ti* 01703 47 02 08 
Fane 01 703 47 17 07 

W* titer TranwrioM* RmiHa D*ib 
Pwt bebtnot Aha Wacom* 


III Co*MdU*. Bo#*e*i Oram. 
96*, Dm itH* LOW Ba m 
Uhrat m. m 
hmajm oi896 676129. 

81M8B.93K.24fc art*, rate pram. 


JUWMBB BOMS Mo* atom. Tka 

SSL^o^S^SioTS 
a*mn* 

VBUOR Votanw Ana C»KX Mte- 
ttmatt 01309 232233- . 


CAB U^tOLnRMkBM 
hood, date mac ttew. jmlte 

S2 Coopo Bbm, jU5 T. amraOlo 

Sfe C &l5ia^2X%9 9994.' 
AUDI WANTED - 

ijamiMi 

Wa mquba th* vaqr boat 
MdhapacScsdonAudfc. 
naesa Mwha» Shun Fennel - 
lor an arihuriaefc mrcrai 

01483 272 451 
or 0836 52 55 52 - 

A&ytMrCenmmw 


WMM11D Mhuad, 880 840 760 
MS ME KM mu. mr* ^ S m TI 
01828 828088 / 0831 128911 


gjOraypaul 

A S’/tnc-r Company 
LIMITED sD’TiON 


9:P -::5T A3 T C 


2-2 7JCYI/M4S- 
12CyW5H- 




•223 GTS STS • 




01509 23 22 33 
SUNDAY 10--} 


THE BEST 4x4xPH0NE 


9R 4EKSMb9w/IW(Mi WhtHTH* Sp"* 

WMHSEQuWBtae/aanlBlMfcB — 

96N AEpsntoD/ Mi It* ESR For sapkffi^T 

9SK AOSEAEtafeBtoa/artelM IT Va&iNOfr E Sr 3 SK! 
SR 25DSE AOribriBbu/LStana SRJT 

npaSD8EAH*nBtaB/LSh»lftBrHon*i*9l 18 

Sa25DSEWtxxfcnlBaBBn/L9o»L9»;RSEAtoja— K W^OB 

SPBteBtWr7aES0WBI»/aa*lal»r--— : w 


Hallamshire o= ^ 

0114 276 5655 Sur ‘'" 1 


Jeep / < ^ 


Li ic pt'onc 


«anJCte^<I»®^^ a * ari * lJ * KRCtah -" W 

3BNG^Owtoa4JKDDAimFo«0MAAoaLKESRCfc*-JBT t2UGQ 

m man 

-RP Chj*r6»twi««3ai£«ia tflKttQnOAW — w an 

t7FCh7lMVb W B33lt£Wro.Brt.Q^>fc«' 

SAM P R I p C.E 


'star 0 'P&AV'Jr 5 * -*s* 









HONDA NSX 


JAGUAR A DAIMLER 


JAGUAR & DAIMLER AUHTORISED 
DEALERS 


Contract hire 


Milcars 





V//J 


FERRARI 



EC 


CONTRACT HERE 


Wb raqdko the «eqr brat N|gi 
vedfleatian, low mlaago 
BMWawKiMlpinaa. 
Rtaas teiaphm AAtan W 
lor an erthuataatte raaporma. 

01206231 540 
or 0385 737 969 


CLASSIC CARS 


alloys, air mSSttrerti 
body Ut and vaOer.^mk now 

Td: 01825 849S90. 


BIG SAVINGS ON 
NEW BMW 

23U E25JJS5 nwo£2^00 

Z3M £37,000 saw £3^70 

M3 £34^50 MW 64, 170 

M3 Cab £38/400 samES^K) 
AM Car* brand new, 1S98UX 
«pec.tactaiy»upp » *d in r*ght 
ntnddrivomUtt warranty. 

ORIGIN Olffl 696 0999 


325! 



n2»7UC«(Caea4dO 

acn 2X417. 


&jK l MM*964 8aa4" 1 

EXECUTIVE CARS 





XKinRi-, Hi it/ >-11 < Miid . ni Hir 

Me rcodc's >.320 I iniouvinc 

Irnm t”00 p.m. 


< ,i\ \ i ini L ( .hi: nil i- 

I : 'J.INS'I I , \ ; • i J :~.i LM' 


Mfrac* % HM4« l wup.imq«-Ml6 —» i»< J 8N«* WK~H 
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ra auw » ii w rtiii 
MI»U ",Mmffl * > W, W.«JW 

1 raaiaw iinr mrtwiri.ra J»m 
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■tui C ya l te te WtfiML. — -now 
wn Nh*fcVe,tbfli')..., - . -ngw 
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■am Khfc.araft.'Mi ^*— mm 
—Mfc* UH» rahrtm*4 tK wik i 
3mxi»*.a^m<vr.g ni.ifc 
S MWi*w» a>W*fcrt A tM — mm 
want yam wb — g» 
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CONTRACT HIRE 


Westmid 

U: v\- vr:-;Ci Li nr; 


FREE 

Guide to 
Con truer 
H i re 


FREE 

Extras on j,_.. 
certain . 
Models 




BMW AUTHORISED DEALERS 


Please part-exchange! 

A; S)1.7Cf dtrccl our biggest p'cbi'cm isn't vo.'lirn airs, .ft, finding tfieni! 
With Porsche, Land Rover. Wercedes. Ferrari and Audi vatir.n the Gro'.ij: 
special BMW's v.'e require In fact, at Svtner the best deal is the oart-ex< 


?£’,! ),t : . • r rj . :r ; c 





Above J selection, a further 

Sytnerci rec? 


Apprcv 


97P BIO V8 SwfldbtMC 
UUnAStw 97 £57X00 

sop gaa^ co ^ artewwn k 

TotiSpR 8T £PjOA 

flRBUMaMUMt 


B12 S.7-7 SvfM387BHr 
62aecto60wph-175«|* 
BIO 4.G -5 SortotMBHP 
5XsectnG0otii-175+ra* 


03 J - 5 Series Z 57 HH 
6.4 3 K tD GOmpb — t 62 *rupll 
AKriabta lor dsfimry June ' 9 B 
U 3^-3 Sarin 257WP 
5J«tB8Hnph-182*inili 

Coups, Caw or "faring 


r* Wheatiey Hall 


Tel: 01302 369191 


^ j Vehicles 


Tel: Ol 2 1 550 1 500 

i a •. : <>i :> \ '.mi r -i ( i( i i vi" < 1 1 zoo /-in 

I in.nl 1 1 1 1 1 ( v 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 . Hi ( 


£ 


FREEPHONE SOUTH: 0800 7833250 
FREEPHONE MIDLANDS: 0800 0733T23 
FREEPHONE NORTH: 0800 0733345 


CLASSIC CARS 


Batemans 


mi L late* rata, r rag. No* *. 

gmsggg^ 


S» 5*1*1 *■**. R BM. An* 97, fit 
mm. Ora* Bto* Memos. BHc 
iradtt AC ■chalrar m, afc, *haa,| 

mp art igS >. » 


totfrB, CD, tad JOB. nr bind. I 

Fgy - M as- ! 

Td:01S395 33751. i 


I mi: 1 1 m i s I 


NEXT SATURDAY 
CLASSIC CAR FEATURE 

To advertise your classic car 
for cmly £45 inc VAT (3x1 box) 

PLEASE CALL 
01714814000 

by 12.00 noon on Wednesday 
_• '{Private advertisers only) 


STOP, LOOK 
AND LEASE ! 

For duilneee Ua r s. Se'e Tracers. 
Professionals. L : rrited Con 53 r*c 5 u PLCs 


• THE CARS YOU WANT, WHEWYDLJ WANT7HEM - 

• THE PRICES YOU WAHT1D FW 
‘ •THE PEOPLE YOU WAHT 10 DEAL WTTH 
• ANY MAKE OX MODEL -NEW OR USED 

• ALL 1YPES OF HNANCE CONTRACT AVAILABLE 

• NEARLY NEW CARS A SPECIALITY 


• FLEXIBLE FINANCE - EG. 96M LEXUS LS 400 
3 MONTH CONTRACT 0 £995+ VAT/M0NTH 


Phew Noe QuoUtkm 

01702 Ccn^ H fflKracts 01702 
767070 W 767079 
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LOTUS 


BISHOPSGATE 
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SPECIAL OFFERS 
ON CONTRACT HIRE 


Alta Romao GTV 24ITS 
BMW 31 As Coup* 2 -rfoor 
BMW E23ISE 4-door • 

BMW 5231 SE touring S-door 
Ford UondM U TD GLX ostMa A/C 
Joap ChraokaM 2-3 TD Sport 

LandRcwFraolandarXECHS-doof 
H«re«dMC1ML4riloorCteMlc . 

RovarMGFIJtConvartlbJa 
SoMAVtatnbf* 1 JTdlT-Matar ■ 
VoUcswsgan Polo 1.4 GL 5-door 
VolkMnim Passat lASETdl 4-door A/C 
VolliD V4024N SEostan 9riSoor 


£369.00 

£2794)0 

£429.00 

£4494)0 

£249.00 

£288 J00 

£3294)0 

£279,00 

E2S94J0 

£269.00 

£175.00 

£281.00 


£299.00 

Tho abovo quowioiu sra ba^ on 3 + 36, 1 (M »0 otBso 

por mhkiri noo-niabttananca. 

Ml nni wid modots suppUad. 
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MAZDA 


CfcoMA bra* ohMDte 


TWa Tnrtm E » 88fc ml* 


maserati 


■ U: 









































‘--to. 


'.J 

4iTii 


s, 


It’s an Escort 


'Vi*7 


r ^v,; 



we 


it 


- ^ au gh an Free man finds the new Focus packed with 
_mo re extras than Ford's previous runabout ever had 

Wa ^ < ?? — with its- the narrowest of marketing 

hSr y i^f - meai «. a mw Focus -compete to cram edges. 

^^L < ^ a5 P° ssibte The. epitomises , 


JN I > 


fltu 


T ime was when the title 

“family car" meant a 
basic box just big 
enough to squeeze in 
the whole tribe Tor a fractious 
holiday trip to Devon, Now 
the lucrative sector has be- 
came a battleground of state- 
of-the-art gadgets and creature 
comforts as Vauxhall, Volks- 


wagen — and Ford, with its - 
new Focus — compete to cram 
in as many extras as possible 
into the runabout 
Ford's Focus, the replace- 
ment for the Escort, was 
unveiled this week to jostle . 
with Vauxhall "s feature- 
packed Astra and the similarly 
high-specification VW Golf for 


- -m - ? rs «*■ 

' *=1 ' * 



Astra looks more costly to counter prestige newcomers 


• — - . 
** * • 


Engine 16valve 1.8-Iitre giving 115bhp 
Performance; 0-60mph m 95 seconds. Max speed 
I25mph, 

Economy; 25.9mpg urban. 47.1mpg motorway, ' 
362mpg combined. 

Price: £14.395. 


— r. I* 


r - * " ** » 


m ■ * * 


■ THE NAME Lotus is 
more usually linked 
to Formula One race cars 
and high-speed sportsters, 
but motorists bumbling to 
the supermarket in then- 
new Astra will be driving a 
vehide heavily worked on 
by Lotus engineers. 

Vauxhall has sold 1J5 
million Astras in the UK 
since it was launched 17 
years ago, Vaughan Free- 
man writes. Last year, foe 
Astra was Britmfe^fiftly: 
biggest-sdting car. 

It is up against strong 
competition from die VW 
Golf and Peugeot 306. Most 
ominous though, for Astra, 
is Ford’s newly revealed Fo- 
cus, which replaces Astra’s 
fiercest rival, foe Escort 
Which is why Lotus and 
former FI driver John 
Miles were hired to tune 
the Astra suspension, tak- 
ing into account UK roads. 

The Astra has been on a 
radical diet 885 compo- 
nents have lost weight 
thanks to lighter materials 
such as aluminium. Even 
so. the. new Astra looks 
more solid than its prede- 
cessor. thanks to styling 
that borrows heavily from 
costlier German marques. 
New competition is on the 
way from smaller cars, by 
the likes of Mercedes-Benz. 


So dearer car design cues 
are used. 

The car goes an sale on 
March 27 in fivedoar 
hatchback and estate form, 
with a three-door hatch and 
foupdoor saloon arriving 
soon after. There will also 
be a seven-seat mini people- 
carrier called the Zafira. 

Despite the . dict-con- 
sriousness, foe fissom 
lOOhhp 1,6-litre 16-valve pet- 
rol Asfra’feds slightly fee- ' 
-Me, awf foe engine needs a 
good meal to beef it up. A 
hflfy drive demanded con- 

ctnnt gwiTrhangrn^ to . 

maintain momentum, 'and' 
foe car is not as quiet as it 
might be. 

The L8-fitre ]I5bfap 15- 
valve petrol is another mat- 
ter. The slightly more 
powerful engine trans- 
: forms the drive, making the 
whole car fed far more 
willing. The ride, Lotus be 
praised, is good, not over- 
harsh. but comfortable. 

. Inside, the Astrais unre- 
markable, foe front seat a 
bit of a squeeze for a tall 
passenger. The upholstery 
and dashboard are a mix of 
greys and the treatment is 
uninspiring, although five 
three-point seatbelts, op-, 
tional side airbags, and a 
12-year anti-perforation 
warranty, all help. 


COMPANY CAR DRIVER OF THE YEAR 


Fiendish exercises 
await contestants 


T he first of the regional 
tests in the- search .to 
find The Tunes/ Lease 
Plan Company Car Dpra-of 
foe Year takes place in Not- 
tingham on April 
triei must be in by March 24. 

Five fiendish exercises 
^ await contestants, covenng 
$ everything from the High w ay 
Code to making Iifoordeatfa 
decisions at the scene of an 

accident. , _. 

During the Highway Code 
tcsL competitors will tasked 
to demonstrate their aburty to 
drive on a variety of routes 
through towns, villages, along 
open road and fowl carriage- 
ways. The exammers will be 
looking for driving that sods 
to foe law. but contestants will 
also gain points for raiMng 

good progress where safe and 
appropriate. 

parking in a hurry while 
keeping a ball balanced m a 
shallow plastic dish placed on 
the bonnet - is just one of the 
more cunning ™ 

manoeuvring test Entrants 
will also need to negotiate* 
tight course of —in i*® 1 
-forward and reversegrara.^ 


the emergency procedure ex- 
ercise- Entrants will have five 
minutes to decide in which 
order they would c arry out 

certain procedures, first du- 
ring a breakdown, secondly, if 
foey were foe first at the scene 
of an accident. - 
Finally, entrants will be 

tested on their route and time- 


manage ment skiHs- The driy- 
m onii ho coven mans with 


ers will be given maps wnn 

start and finish locations with 


four points of caD en route 
simulating a tyical comply 
eardriver's journey with big- 
ness appoin tment s 
way. C om petitors wUl need to 
estimate travelling times and 
distances and their answers 
will be compared with a 

computer’s predictions. 


D esigned to ted en- 
trants* ability to dense 
a route quickly, this 


I J a route quickly, th» 
last test requires than to ba- 
lance the speed at which they 
can travel on motorways and 

tnmk roaifa against foe ravmg 

m distance of more dned 


routes on smaller roads. 

Nissan is providing a He® 
of Primeras for our tests and 

those who succeed m readtmg 


TO*****! iKKwS 

sldllsMdnvcrtmfoe*rotianar ^ tewacfaaiK etotiy so^ 

braking test where i if foe company’s other protL 

torewflldn^atabo ut»mph ^^Tthe tasks m foe 


The Focus epitomises the 
rush to fill even three-door 
hatchbacks with the sort of 
equipment seen mly a few 
years ago oh top-range Jag- 
uars arid BMWs. Even its 
looks are light years ahead of 
the effecti v e but dull run- 
abouts of a few years ago. arid 
Ford has matched its appear- 
ance with an interior full of 
gadgetry. ' 

The most basic Focus, when 
it is launched in October, will 
have sophisticated anti-lock 
braking. A rarity five years 
ago, this goes one better with a 
computer-controlled electronic . 
braking force distribution sys- 
tem to ensure that braking is 
even as well as non-skid- ‘ 

It will also have one particu- 
lar piece of kit that Ford, Vaux- 
hall and VW have been 
scrambling to be the first to 
use: an electronic stability pro- 
gramme called ESP. It was a 
form of ESP that Mercedes- 
Benz used to overcrane stabil- 
ity problems with 

its new A-class 
small car. This is -MlOri 

designed to match 
anti-lock braking rnf 

with traction con- 
trol to correct un- . . «ofp 

dersteer and over- adAC 

steer instantly 
when swerving at 

S *Within hours of good 

Ford announcing 
at this week's 
Geneva Motor Show that ESP 
will feature bn its Focus, 
Vauxhall hinted that it was 
considering it for the Astra, 
and Fferdmand Piedv VWs 
chairman, announced that all 
Golf customerewfll have ESP. 
as an option. " i j 
Afr-conditiamng on these 
cars, though still a price option 
for the. cheapest models, will 
be virtually taken for granted 
on those that sell high vol- 
umes. Only 20 years ago, such 
equipment was virtually un- 
heard of in the UK. Now it is 
commonplace in the sector 
which, with cars priced from 
£11,500, can hardly be das- 



Ttae Focus, Ford’s replacement for the Escort has more adventurous styling than its rivals, but will jostle for the narrowest of marketing edges 


More and 
more, 
safety is 
seen as a 
good seller 


sified as the self-indulgent 
area of motoring luxury. 

Cabin technology has also 
crane a long way from fiddling 
with a. valve radio as an 
alternative to having the fam- 
ily sing Ten Green Bottles. 
The Focus will offer Ford’s 
Advanced Traveller Assis- 
tance System, a unit that 
manages to incorporate a 

hands-free tele- 
phone with a glob- 
I and al positioning 

satellite pro- 
gramme (GPS) so 
* that at all times the 

-r, exact location of the 

J car can be traced to 

„ _ within a dozen me- 

«• tres. 

,p11pr Using the mobile 
>CllcL phone signal, the 

GPS can tell emer- 
gency services in- 
stantly the vehicle’s location in 
tiie event of an accident or 
breakdown. - 
Astra’S response is known 
as Garin, a sophisticated in- 
car navigation system. Before 
searing out the driver just keys 
inhis orfrer .destination, and 
Car In, using a CD-mounted 
digital map, worics out the 
quickest route. On the way, a 
dashboard-mounted mirii- 
scrern shows where the driver 
is and points out the next left 
or right turn. The system also 
speaks in a synthesized voice, 
weD ahead of the next 
manoeuvre. 

VWX Golf also cranes with 


anti-lock brakes and electronic 
brake-pressure distribution. It 
aims to match Ford and 
Vauxhall ’s in-car entertain- 
ment wfth its own digital 
sound system for top-quality 
cassette or CD stereo, and also 
has a navigation system inte- 


grated with foe audio package. 

The Golf even has the 
solution for the driver who is 
too lazy to turn on the wind- 
screen wipers — a sensor built 
into the screen that detects 
when rain is failing and turns 
them on automatically. 


The days of the ultra-cheap 
basic car that offers frippery- 
free motoring are over. 

The drive towards such 
sophistication in smaller cars 
is a reflection of two things: the 
motorists’ expectations built 
up by lavish descriptions of 


bigger cars and an increasing 
realisation that safety sells. As 
roads become more congested 
and large cars become less 
socially acceptable, carmakers 
are keen to ensure that the 
market for such high-value 
gadgetry remains. 


A true chauffeur’s car 



Alan Copps looks at the 
Mercedes rival to R-R’s Seraph 



Mighty Maybach: longer than Rolls-Royce’s new Seraph 




Like the Focus and Astra. VW’s Golf is highrSpedfication 


A stylish interior loaded with technology and luxury 


■ MERCEDES-BENZ 
may no longer be try- 
ing to buy Rolls-Royce, but it 
is a step closer to producing 
the first serious rival for 
decades to the cars from 
Crewe. The launch of the 
Silver Seraph was one of the 
highlights of this week’s 
Geneva Motor Show, but 
once the razzmatazz had died 
down, foe Maybach making 
its European debut on the 
Mercedes stand attracted al- 
most as much attention. 

At 19ft long, the Maybach 
is almost l^ft longer than 
foe Seraph and a dear 2ft 
longer than the Mercedes S- 
class on whose stretched 
platform it is based. It has a 
Mitre V12 engine and the 
show version emphasised its 
curves with an eye-catching 
two-tone finish. 

Ji sports a stylish retro 
interior and is loaded down 
with an astonishing combi- 
nation of technology and 
luxury. As the Seraph moves 
Rolls-Royce towards an 
ovmer-dnver’s car, the 
Maybach is built specifically 
for a chauffeur. 

The company will make a 
final decision within the next 
three months on whether to 
start production, but JOrgen 
Hubbert, head of its car 


division, was brimming with 
enthusiasm at foe prospect 
He said the company had 
learnt a lesson from the 
problems with the launch of 
its A-dass mini-car and simi- 
lar modifications had al- 
ready been incorporated into 
its Smart city car to be 
launched in July. Mercedes 
also unveiled a cabriolet 
version of its highly praised 
CLK coupe, adding further 
to one of tiie widest model 
ranges available. “What oth- 
er company” he said, "could 
offer such a product range, 
from Smart to Maybach?” 

Another concept car ap- 
pearing for the first time in 
Europe also played a part in 
the speculation about foe 
future ownership of Rolls- 
Royce, which is being sold 
by Vickers, its parent com- 
pany. Volkswagen, the only 
company other than the 
favourites, BMW, to profess 
publicly a continuing inter- 
est. showed a two-seater mid- 
engined roadster powered 
by a 5-6-litre version of its 
ingenious W12 engine; pro- 
duced by linking two V6s. 

If VW does beat off its 
Bavarian rival, such an en- 
gine could be powering the 
next generation of Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars. 
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B7(R) 406 Coupe 30 SE 

Man £26,495 
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a By phone: Using the form in che catalogue, >•* will call 
** you from die auction and bid for you wtijr you listen, 
ra By pone Using the (win In the catalogue, simply send us 
a written bid & we wil bid up to that amount for you. 
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April 1998. Aatuh^tnimtt2pmpktttktmtrinn. 
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£80.00 assignment fee is payable at the time of purchase. All 
purchases are Subject to a buyers premium and VAT. 
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— ^ targeting cars by claiming that dri ving costs have risen far less than public transport But that doesn’t mean that driving is too cheap 


W hen Henry Kissinger 
was given the Nobd 
J* 06 . Prize, the 
American writer Tom 
Lenrer said that he was giving ud 
sabre an grounds of unfair corral 
Qhon. Similar thoughts hawbeen 

SS n f K ST U8h - m y this 

week as the various nudges and 
winks that proceed all Budgets 
have scattered themselves across 
my desk. There are times when 
real events leave even the most 
garrulous of columnists nearly 
-speechless. y 

I did ray nearly. The pick of the 
Budget leaks was a story obtained 
by Radio 4’s Today programme, 
government figures show that 
since 1974. the cost of motoring has 
nsen by an amount that is 6.5 per 
cent below the rate of inflation, 
while travelling on trains or buses 
has risen by much more than 
inflation: 75 per cent more in the 


ideas instead? 



Peter 

Barnard 


case of trains and 60 per cent in the 
case of buses. 

This is dearly going to be the 
excuse to give the motorist another 
Budget hammering: more on fuel, 
more on road tax. further reduc- 
tions on company car tax benefits. 
I dare say Gordon Brown will put 
a tax on those nodding teddy bears 


windows {not that I would object to 
that, come to think of it}. 

Nor would 1 mind if the Chan- 
cellor imposed on motorway ser- 
vice areas a spHled-tea surcharge, 
say £1 for every occasion when the 
teapot spills its contents all over 
the table. 

How about a cones tax? Now 
here is something that could raise 
a lot erf money. The idea is that 
drivers would pay extra to drive an 
roads that far a specified distance 
of. say. five miles, did not have any 
lanes coned off. 

Obviously this would Dot bring 
in much income at present — how 
many times lately have you driven 
five miles without seeing a cone? — 
but the charge would encourage 
contractors to stop putting down a 
mile of cones cm Friday afternoon 
ready far them to start work on 
Monday rooming, while drivers 






spend the weekend crawling past a 
lane to at is empty save for the 
cones along its perimeter and, 
mysteriously, one man in a donkey 
jacket carrying some sort of stick: 
has he lost his dog? 

Another useful tax would in- 
volve not drivers but garages. 
They would have to pay a levy 
amounting to the difference be- 
tween what they said a service 



would cost and what it actually 
cost The present system is unsatis- 
factory. You ring up the garage 
and say: “l have got a Ford Fiesta 
that needs a 12,000-mile service, 
how much will that cost?” And toe 
garage replies, say, “£6350” (note 
how specific they are). So wiry are 
you standing at the garage* 
counter writing a cheque far 
£82.69? Is it because: “We thought 


you meant before VAT." or: “We 
thought you meant how much the 
labour charge would be," on "The 
estimate didn’t include toe cost of 
the oil," or all three? 

Of course, none erf these imagi- 
native and radical taxation ideas 
will spill Grom the glum features of 
Mr Brown on Tuesday week. He 
will instead explain, though not in 
so many words, that motorists are 


a poisonous mob who slaughter 
innocent children and send up 
great clouds of noxious fumes that 
Hot out the sun. He will say that 
we make loo many unnecessary 
journeys, though he is unlikely to 
cite toe example of the journeys 
made by ministers between their 
Whitehall offices and the House of 
Commons. 

Mr Brown will certainly not 
dwell cm toe single fact that makes 
a complete nonsense of the leaked 
figures about the cost of owning a 
car compared with the cost of 
travelling by train or bus. This fact 
is that erven if we all made some 
journeys by train or bus, we would 
still need to own a car. 

One cost would not replace toe 
other, so the comparison is a stunt, 
a piece of public relations. Com- 
paring these methods of transport 
— as if we could use a train to go to 
Salisbury's or get on a bus in 
Devon that would take us to see 
our great aunt in Harrogate — is 
plain daft. 

The fact that rail and bus fares 
have risen by amounts for above 
inflation is a scandal and an 
indictment of transport policy, or 
its absence. It means that bus and 
rail travel is too expensive; only 
someone in search of easy targets 
could conclude that it means that 
motoring is too cheap. 



Classic performer 


Sport’s lowered handlebars still give a relaxed posture 


T wo things that sell mo- 
torbikes are perfor- 
mance and nostalgia, as 
toe success of Honda* 
HreBlade and countless Har- 
ley-Davidsons proves- It* also 
true of Triumph, whose 
bestselling models since toe 
marque was revived in 1991 
have been the retro-sty led 
Thunderbird and last year* 
supersports T595 Daytona. 

So it was logical for Tri- 
umph to aim for toe best of 
both worlds with the Thunder- 
bird Sport, toe Leicestershire 
firm* only new model for 
1998. The Sport combines the 
existing Thunderbird* old- 
fashioned style with an extra 1 
helping of three-cylinder per- 
formance. It is intended to 
attract riders who remember 
the' gjory days of Triumph, but 
are not too old to give toe 
throttle cable a healthy tweak. 


Roland Brown 

on Triumph’s 
sportier retro 

The Sport will certainly 
generate a pang of nostalgia in 
anyone who rode the old 
Triumph firm* 650oc twin- 
cyiinder Thunderbird from 
1950. Hie Sport* two-tone 
paintwork, perforated chrome 
airbox cavers, and especially 
its striking twin reverse-cone 
silencers on toe right side all 
lend a period look. 

This bike has lower handle- 
bars than the existing Thun- 
derbird. but tiie Sport has a 
relaxed, almost upright riding 
position. The bite feels more 
Kke atypical unfaired roadster 
than an aggressive sports 
machine. It* comfortable in 


town and happy being trickled 
along at slow speed. 

The Sport* 885cc engine has 
a welcome 13hhp more than 
toe laid-back Thunderbird. 
Happily. toe cruiser* effort- 
less midrange response hasn't 
been lost Winding open the 
throttle sends toe Sport whis- 
tling smoothly forward, with 
no hint of a power band and 
little need to keep flicking 
through a six-speed gearbox 
that was occasionally sh'ghtly 
notchy cm down-changes. 

There* enough power to 
reach about L30mph and, 
more usefully, the Sport* 
slightly forward-leaning rid- 
ing position means comfort- 
able cruising at the legal limit 
All but the shortest passengers 
will fed cramped by the high 
pillion pegs, though. No grab- 
rail is fitted, although one is 
available as an extra. 



Reverse-cone exhaust echoes Fifties and Sixties Triumphs 

The biggest advantage over taining on a twisty road. By 
the standard Thunderbird is sportsbike standards, the tri- 


in toe chassis, which is consid- 
erably uprated. Suspension is 
fully adjustable front and rear, 
wire-spoked wheels cany 
broad Avon radial tyres, and 
the twin-disc front brakes have 
plenty of bite. 

Those changes are enough 
to make toe Sport very enter- 


pie is heavy at 224kg, its 
suspension is quite soft and its 
footrests touch down too soon 
to encourage really aggressive 
cornering. But the Triumph 
blends light steering with sta- 
bility and sticky tyres. 

Riders looking for a true 
sportsbike should not be 


Engine: in-line 
12- valve, 885cc triple, 
producing 82bhp at 
8J500rpm. 

Transmission: 

Six-speed gearbox. 

Chain final-drive. 
Performance: Max 
speed: I30mph, OfrOmph 
in 35 seconds. 

Price: £7,649 (plus 
£350 on-toe-road charge). 
Insurance group: 12 
(with Norwich Union). 


fooled by toe new Triumph* 
name. Despite its tweaked 
engine and uprated chassis, 
the triple is definitely more 
Thunderbird than Sport, and 
it didn’t get the adrenalin 
flowing quite as much as I’d 
expected. But as a retro-bike 
that can be ridden rapidly, and 
in comfort, the Triumph is 
hard to beat 
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PEDIGREE CHUMS 62 

Nicola Horlick’s 
team has potential, 
say fund analysts 



Chancellors 

have shrunk from the 

task. But it is rumour- 
Rll . , “ mat in his second 
Budget, now just ten days 
“^’Gordon Brown may be 
prepared to nsk the unpopu- 
larity that would surely acc- 
ompany the measure. 

The controversial move in 
quesnon is the abolition of 
deeds of variation, the proce- 
dure recent- 
ly used by 
lawyers to 
change the 
£21 million 
will of Di- 
ana, Prin- 
cess of 
Wales. The 
Princess's 
executors al- 
tered the terms of the will, that 
leaves almost £13 million after 
tax to her sons Prince William 
and Prince Harry, to allow her 
17 godchildren to receive 
bequests. 

But deeds of variation are 
also commonly exploited to 
lessen the amount of inheri- 
tance tax payable on large 
estates. This brought them to 
the notice of the Treasury in 
the late Eighties. Over the 
years many millions in tax 
have been saved in this way. 

However, attempts made 
under the Conservative gov- 
ernment to outlaw the practice 
failed in the face of a public 
outcry. Bob Rothenberg of 
Blick Rothenberg. the account- 
ant, believes that Mr Brown, 
who has vowed to raise more 
money from inheritance tax. 
may be less likely to bow to 
pressure. 

Mr Rothenberg said that 
deeds of variation are often 
employed when one well-off 
spouse has left everything to 
the other. Although this 
means that no inheritance tax 
is payable, it overlooks the nil 
rare band of E21S.00Q. 

This is the portion of any 
estate that is free of tax, . 
whoever benefits. Mr 
Rothenberg said: “You can 




alter the will, so that £215.000 
8“? to the children, thus 
taking advantage of the nfl- 
rate band, with the widow 
getting the rest 
Tlie aim of this is to cut the 
inheritance tax payable at her 
death, when, if the of 
variation were not introduced, 
everything save £215,000 
would be subject to tax.- He 
added that it would be very 
difficult to 
separate tax 
- avoidance 
from the 
need to ea- 
• sure proper 
provision for 
those enti- 
tled to a 
share of an 
estate but 
who had been omitted from 
the wilt But he added: “Clever 
drafting would ensure that 
family members received be- 
quests to which they were 
entitled without gaining a tax 
advantage." 

The disappearance of deeds 
of variation would also proba- 
bly mean the end of the use of 
discretionary trusts, as an 
inheritance-tax saving device. 

Since even a very wealthy 
man cannot predict the exact 
date of his demise, or the tax 
regime that wiO be in force at 
that time, he instructs his 
advisers to draw up a will 
where everything is left to a 
discretionary trust Within 
two years of his death the 
trustees must diride up the 
assets. But they are able to do 
so in the most efficient way, 
based on current tax .rules. 

The disappearance of these 
two concessions would be in 
tune with Mr Brown’s overall 
strategy in his second Budget 
— to crack down on the 
exploitation of loopholes. If 
they were accompanied by the 
abolition of potentially exempt 
transfers (where the rich pass 
-substantial assets tax-free dur- 
ing their lifetimes) to their 
families, Mr Brown could 
daim that he had greatly 


t 





Prince Harry and Prince W illiam will be the main beneficiaries of the £21 milli on will of Diana, Princess of Wales 


increased the revenues from 
inheritance tax Below we 
outline the other measures 
that now seem likely to be 
included in the Budget 


CAPITAL GAINS 


Changes are expected to capit- 
al gains tax. another area 
which the Chancellor sees as 
rife with loopholes and yield- 
ing insufficient revenues. CGT 
is payable at the individual’s 
highest rate of income tax and 
is primarily generated from 
investments; a smaller part 
comes from property such as 
second homes plus antiques 
and works of art 
John Whiting, a tax partner 
at Price Waterhouse, believes 


income-producing invest- 
ments should not be subjected 
to CGT, because die money in- 
vested has probably come 
from after-tax income. This 
argument is thought to have 
strongly influenced the Chan- 
cellor. The Government wants 
to encourage long-term invest- 
ment in a variety of ways 
which is part of its plan for 
British people to start taking 
responsibility for their own 
welfare rather than rely an the 
State. 

That is why tax experts 
think the Chancellor may 
introduce a tiered system 
whereby short-term gains on 
assets held for less than five 
years, for example, are subject 
to the higher 40 per cent rate of 


tax However, assets held for 
more than five years would be 
taxed at a lower rate and could 
even have a range of tax 
breaks increasing in line with 
how long the investment is 
held. Many people have post- 
poned a review of their capital 
gains tax affairs until after the 
Budget, in the hope that long- 
term gains will be more 
favourably treated. 


SAVINGS 


Mr Brown’s philosophy of 
providing more for people on 
lower incomes and taking 
away from file rich is likely to 
be evident in all the measures 
he announces. Isas are the per- 
fect example. The idea is to 


make the Isa a tax-free invest- 
ment suitable for the masses, 
particularly aimed at attract- 
ing die less well-to-do with an 
easily accessible product. 

The orginal intention was to 
allow investors to put up to 
£5,000 tax-free a year into an 
Isa up to a maximum of 
£50,000, giving them the free- 
dom to withdfaw their money 
at any time without losing the 
tax-saving benefits. 

However, fierce controversy 
over the lifetime limit of 
£50,000 proposed ly the Gov- 
ernment could lead to a partial 
retreat The issue has also 
been die subject of strife bet- 
ween 10 and 11 Downing 
Street, with the Prime Minis- 
ter’s camp believing that the 


£5CUX)0 limit goes against the 
thrifty habits of Middle Brit- 
ain. 

It is now thought that the 
Chancellor could, for example, 
raise the limit or increase the 
cash element allowed to be in- 
vested in an Isa. Alternatively, 
he may tackle the issue of 
Tessas and Peps with greater 
sensitivity by deriding not to 
punish unfairly investors who 
have been attracted into these 
schemes over the years. 

According to file most recent 
rumour, he may be preparing 
to allow savers to keep an 
u nlimi ted amount in Peps and 
Tessas, thus keeping their 
capita] gains and income tax 
breaks. They would also be 
permitted to save another 
£50.000 in an Isa. 


MIRAS 


Mr Whiting believes that the 
15 per cent tax relief on the first 
£30.000 of a mortgage (Miras) 
will be further reduced in this 
Budget or the next and then 
phases! out altogether in the 
lifetime of this Parliament 

He anticipates that the 
scheduled reduction to 10 per 
cent will be followed by fur- 
ther cuts, so if you have a 
mortgage of £30.000 or more 
you are receiving 15 per cent 
tax relief on £3,000. which 
amounts to £450. When the 
relief falls to 10 per cent you 
wifi receive only £300. 

Miras presently costs the 
Government about £2.4 bil- 
lion and reducing it to 10 per 
cent wffi bring this figure 
down to £1.65 billion, which is 
a si gnifican t saving. 

Mr Whiting believes the 
emotive feelings about phas- 
ing out Miras may be accepted 
more easily by homeowners if 
the Government commits it- 
self to keeping interest rates 
down. He said: “I think inter- 
est rates are at a peak now. 
One of the Chancellor’s chal- 
lenges is to prove that he’s 
being prudent so that interest 
rates can come down." 


INCOME TAX 


The lower rate band of income 
tax may beset at 10 per cent for 
perhaps file first £1.000- £2.000 
earned. Higher taxpayers 
would be likely to forfeit any 
gain from this move by a 
lowering in the higher-rale lax 
threshold. 

Other higher rate taxpayers 
could be subjected to a tax on 
child benefit and the Govern- 
ment may look at changing 
the personal allowance on the 
first £4,045 earned which is 
currently available to every- 
one into a tax credit arrange- 
ment. Currently the personal 
allowance is worth just under 
£1.000 to the basic rate taxpay- 
er but £1,600 to the higher rate 
taxpayer and the Chancellor 
could simply alter this to a fiat 
tax credit of £1,000 for 
everyone. 


PENSIONS 


As pensions are under review, 
file Chancellor is likely to limit 
himself to one or two simple 
measures. Before every Bud- 
get it is rumoured that higher 
rate relief an pension contribu- 
tions and the tax-free lump 
sum may be at risk. This 
Budget is no exception. If the 
concessions disappeared, it 
seems more likely that they 
would be phased out over a 
period, then abolished at a 
stroke. 


INHERITANCE 


There are other measures 
afoot, though the Government 
may deride to postpone them 
given the far-reaching moves 
already planned for this 
month’s Budget At risk in this 
or a later Budget is the seven- 
year rule which allows aijy 
individual to give any amount 
away as long as th^ survive 
for seven years. Meanwhile, 
the inheritance tax which only 
applies on death above 
£215.000 is unlikely to change 
much this month. 


If you have regular bills to pay and a family to suppdt 
it’s understandable if you've put the issue of life insurance 
to the back of your mind. After all cover can be costly, 
and you need money to hand 

But what if someone were able to offer you the level 
and quality of insurance that really makes a difference, 
for a daily cost that can be less than the price of a 
Sunday newspaper? 

Then you’d have peace of mind you could afford _ 
right away. 

With Term Assurance from General Accident, you can 

do ,ust that Because, for a fixed payment of only £ 1 7.W 
a month (the equivalent of just 56p a day*) a General 

Accident Term Assurance Policy can provide you with 

£ 200,000 worth 

of insurance fbr 

/ftjfe' ten years. Which# 

■^1 ■ ■ T’ means you tan 


get on with your life knowing that if the worst were to 
happen, the people you care for could get on with theirs. 

So don't delay any longer. Give your loved ones 
peace of mind by calling General Accident now, or by 
completing toe attached coupon. Well work out a 
personal illustration just for you AND send you a stylish 
Parker pen with our compliments and without obligation. 
If you become a policyholder you will be entitled to 
choose a further free gift - a Black and Decker Cordless 
Screwdriver, a Sharp Personal Data Bank or a Casio 
Travel Clock Radio. 

Wfe reserve the light to cfer iterative gfe, 77w offer apptes V you are aped 
between 18 and 80 inchwe *TI«5 s bwi on a healthy male noevsmoter, 
agrt 30 next bfoh&y. The rat of cover wfl depend on the feel and period 
of cover, r edition to yourperagi! ortursaices. M vwinsi draft ant 
jvaitote on request Any financial adnee pren w* rdffle only to Gene?! 
Accident life's praduos. General Accident Life s regUxed by the Personal 
Investment Authority. Genera! Acetone Life Asmnce United, 

2 Bouper Sveet. Yoifc YOI I HR. 


General Accident 


CALL FREE. LINES OPEN 2-4 HOURS 


^ ( ,rL|*A C rident. FREEPOST N6A 2070/1. Worksop S80 IBR 
Send to: Term Assurance, General Acc.o 




Mr/Mi^Miss/Ns 

Surname 

Ad dress 

Tele phone No ( DgL 

D ale of Birth 1 - 

.Note- A iwiMBK*er i* a pe BOn " 


Postcode 


SmotegrP Non*™ terD. 


«hoh»net 


lBe daytt‘a ea »P reAKB 


mite fast 1 2 months) 


These desfc art required in 
you a pereorafeed ausmicn. We 
rate year rare end addess wabble ® 
unconnected c^ n a M cm We w* oca* 
ronaty tdt jw. by post or phone, abour 
other predicts or sevices offered by «r- 
sefces ind associated GA Group compnev 
Tei the box □ If you v«x*l prefer rex to 
. rettweiHi afeuiM l iu i far your secure^ 
yew cdwfrGenoal Accident mar be 
retorted nd may be mentored. 

Registered in Entfand Net 226742. 

Genert Aodden Ufe Assurance LirnUd, 

2 Rawer Street Yo* YOI IKL 



initial PEP charge. 



PEP or <m 


The average Fleming Investment Trust held In a 
PEP is 101%* up over the Iasi 5 years. 

And now you can save 1 J>% right from the moment 
you Invest in one. Thanks to these special offers. 

For a limited period only there is no initial charge 
on lump sum investments, FREE share exchange, 
and our usual LOW ANNUAL CHARGE of just £25 
plus VAT per trusL 

The only charges are 1 % on share dealing and Vs% 
stamp duty on purchases, plus any market spread 
between buying and selling prices. 

r Sairt*f Mvrofoi, ikor prut pnfarmiamr. md Id and jrau • 


There are 16 PEP eligible Fleming Investment 
Trusts, and you can invest up to £12,000 per 
person over this and the next tax year. 

All offers must end 30 April. So talk to us now, 
and make sure you take 100% advantage of this 

opportunity. 



eva ! jrmn b, JOJanar, 1998 . 



To Fleming Investment Trusts, Freepost 22 (SWI565), London WiE IBR. freep ho n e; 0500500 t6l. 
Please send rar details of the Fleming PEP- 


Title: Initials: Surname: . 

| Address: - ~ 


[Mru.i 

Flemings j 


Postcode: The Investment Trust Experts 
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Don't settle for 

second best 



F ramling ton Financial Fund has a record of consistent 
outperfbrmance. Over the last five years, a £1,000 
investment would have grown by 160% to £2,600.* 

We believe that 1998 will be another excellent year for the Fund 
because the arguments for investment in die financial 
sector are as strong as even 

Before you make this year’s PEP decision, ask your 
Financial Adviser for details or ring 


+ 30 % 
in 

1997 




0345 023138 


Richard Peirson, manager 
of the Framlington 
Financial Fund 


Please send me of the Framlington Financial Fund and PEP. Return the coupon to: 

Framlington Unit Management Limited , Freepost, P.O. Box 2, Twyford, Reading, Berkshire RG108BR. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


Postcode 


If you do not wish to receive details of Framlington products in future, please tick the box □ 

• Source: Micropat offer to bidL net income reinvested to 1 January 1998. launch dabs 13 
October 1986. Issued byFramBngtuiUmt Management Limited, member of the FramBngton 
Marketing Group. Re&rteed by the Personal Investment Authority and IfMO. Member of 
AUTF.PaUpaicmar«xnnotnerxsarilyag^tofubMp&fonrmx.ThepricBo funifs and 
the name frwn them can go down as weB as up and investon may not gpt bade the amount 
orignaBy imtsted. CJaT^ges in exchange ales wSaHed the value of the Funefs overseas 

investments Investment msngfesedx (mis offers the possib&ty of higfmr^ums but may ako 

mmteah&crdeffceol risk. 7he Government has amounod dot turn 1999 twe advantaged 
srhme&sxhm PEPs and TE55As.vM be tephad with a new bttBvkktal Savitqp Account (JSA). 

Details of the BA are currently subfed to anadhtion and the find farm is not yet known. 
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Patrick Collinson looks at the Ixapslyingjn^ 


Stuck in a real fix 


W hen Nigel Benny, a 
barrister and prop- 
erty consultant, 
came to die aid of his two-year 
fixed-rate loan, he was 
shocked to learn that he would 
have to pay the Bradford & 
Bingley Building Society 
£5^00 to fix again. 

Mr Bemey was crapped in the 
web of redemption penalties 
that lenders use to lode cus- 
tomers into their mortgages. 
Even though a fixed-rate period 
may have ended, lenders can 

continue to charge a redemption 

penalty for years afterwards if 
the borrower wants to move 
mortgages or change terms. 

Many borrowers are under 
the illusion that so long as they 
stay with their lender, they can 
switch. without additional cost 
to a new fixed rate once their 
fixed period has expired. 

However, the small print of 
fixed-rate mortgage am tracts 
specifies redemption penalty 
periods that often run to nearly 
five years. So, a borrower who 
took out a two-year fix can find 
that even two years after the 
fixed period has expired, or 
more than four years into the 
life of the loan, he faces a pen- 
alty charge. The penalty varies 
markedly between lenders, 
with a worst-case scenario of 
nine months* interest, but is 
more usually three months' in- 
terest or 3 to 5 per cent of the 
outstanding mortgage balance. 

Lenders rarely forbid a bor- 
rower from switching to a new 
fixed loan. but the potentially 
huge cost of an early redemp- 
tion penally can easily wipe 
out the gain of switching to a 
lower fixed rate. 

Mr Bemey remo r tgaged his 
home at Kings Langley, Hert- 



Nigel Bemey had a shock after his loan’s fixed-rale period 


fordshire. two years „ 
switching his £130,000 loan to 
Bradford & Bingley. Last 
month, the fixed period ended 
and he asked his B&B adviser 
about moving to a new fixed 
rate rather than falling back to 
foe society’s current 8,45 per 
cent variable rate. 

Mr Bemey said: “At first 
they were very helpful and said 
there would be no problem- But 
then he said, ‘Hang on, there's 
a penalty of six months’ inter- . 
est, or about £3,500*." To make 
matters worse, it then became 
apparent that because Mr 


Barney's fixed rate had ex- 
pired, the cost of redeeming 
had actually risen. to.£5J00- 
Mr Bemey said: “I couldn’t 
understand It It seems that 
foe longer you stay with foe 
mortgage, the more you had to 
pay. ( would very much like to 
move to a new fixed rate, bur. 
at that cost, it was out of the 
question. The people dealing 
with me at Bradford & Bingley 
were ray helpful, but I fed 
very disillusioned, particular- 
ly about foe second tier of 
charges they levy if your fixed 
rate has expired." He is now 


on the society's standard vari- 
able rate. ^ . 

Should Mr Bernes’ haw 

r ed the scale of penalties in 
terms of the mortgage 
before he agnwdj" J*™ 0 ? 
aage with the B&B? He said: 
"I'm sure it was in the small 
print somewhere, but I cannor 
recall being made aware of it* 
Rex Kirk, of the B&B. said: 
-When we price a product we 
haw* to take into account the 
lime a borrower will stay with 
us. If our mortgages did not 
have these early redemption 
penalties, we would have to 
push the rate up. We are very 
dear about putting informa- 
tion about penalties upfront 

and we do not hide them. 

-When someone comes off a 
fixed rate, they also grf a 025 
per cent credit off our 8.45 per 
cent standard variable rate." 

However, a split has arisen 
in the mortgage market on 
charging redemption penal- 
ties after a fix ends. Lendere 
such as Abbey National, 
Lloyds, C&G ami Woolwich 
charge the penalties on short- 
term fixes for up to five years. 
However, Halifax, the Nation- 
wide and Barclays offer home- 
buyers two options on fixed- 

rate loans. Fbr example, under 

option one. Barclays is offer- 
ing a two-year 7.70 per cent fix 
until May 31 2000- with no 
lock-in after that. At chat date, 
a customer can switch lo 
another fixed rate or even 
another lender without extra 
cost Under option two. the 
bank offers a two-year rare of 
6.89 per amt. but tells custom- 
ers that foe lock-in lasts four 
years, during which early re- 
demption will cost up to 3 per 
cent of the remaining balance. 


Pressure mounts for tougher 


P ressure is mounting for tougher 
rules to govern the selling of home 
loans, in spite of the extension 
earlier this year of the mortgage code to 
intermediaries who arrange finance for 
home buyers. About half ofthe loans now 
sold are arranged by middlemen, su ch as 
mortgage brokers or financial advisers. 
But there are concerns that they may not 
always folly reveal the penalties payable 

wben fixed and discounted rate loans are 

redeemed eariy. 

The Office of Fair Trading and foe 
Consumers’ Association believe that foe 


mortgage code does not afford sufficient 
protection to borrowers and that the 
complexity of mortgages means they 
should be covered by foe regulatory 
regime that covets savings ana invest- 
ments. 

These bodies argue that borrowers are 
not always told of the hazards of redeem- 
ing their fixed-interest loans early, nor 
are they Ibid of the fees that intermed- 
iaries can earn from placing the mort- 
gage with a particular lender. “Procura- 
tion fees” have become more and more 
commonplace, and vary from £250 to 1 


per cent of the mortgage: On a big loan 
these fees could run into hundreds, 
perhaps even thousands of pounds. 

When selling life insurance, pensions 
and investments, middlemen must in- 
form the dient whether they are author- 
ised to offer the products of more than 
one company and disclose their commis- 
sion. They must also make clients aware 
of the financial penalties associated with 
cashing in the products early. The mort- 
gage code requires a much lower level of 
disclosure from intermediaries. 

Helen Liddell. Economic Secretary to 
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Make the most of this tax 
year. Apply before April 5.* 


Not all the best companies are Britf sh, which is why not all of the 
Norwich Global Tracking PEP is invested in British companies. 
Unlike most other tracking PEPs, we invest in over 2,500 
companies worldwide, to give excellent potential for growth. 

■ Growth since launch in July 1996 of 34.8%* TAX-FREE 1 , 
with a historic Teturn of io8%*“ over 5 years. 

■ 75% of your investm e nt trades UK companies and 25% tracks 
companies in 27 other stock markets worldwide. 

■ No initial charges and no charge for transfer from other 
PEPs. 

■ ISA friendly. 

■ Apply before April 5* to maximise your tax-free allowance. 

■ ^Applications must he received by Friday April 3. 



NORWICH 
UNION 



No one protects more. 
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ITwould like more information on thel 
| Norwich Global Tracking PEP. 

Phase mmpleto fins coupon fn BLOCK CAHTWS and return it tm 
Norwich Union Fertfofio Services limited, FREEPOST ANG 4247, Norwich NRi 3BR. 
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whileGavin Lumsden has a warning about checking interest rates 


AT|q Vs 


I L*?®* thinking of bo* 

£23*, y° u wM 

chedt the interest 
on offer from lenders. 

com P a nng 
lendersAPRs (annual pereent- 

J8f ® sensible, it does not 

tell the whole story. It can be 
just as important to find out 

You could be shocked by the 
answer as nearly all firiance 

[fl 1 ® w gh street person- 
al lenders still use a method of 
calculating early redemption 
penalties that the Office of Fair 
Trading has banned from use 
for mortgages. 

Lenders that use the “rule 78 " 

method can force borrowers 
who want to redeem their loan 
early to pay nearly all the 
interest they would have paid 
had they paid the loan to the 
end of its term. Rule 78 has 
become notorious in the mort- 
gage market where it can prod- 
uce staggeringly high redemp- 
tion figures well in excess of the 
original amount borrowed 
Lenders were able to exploit the 
rule to lock borrowers into exp- 
ensive loans until last year 
when the OFT banned its use. 

Unfortunately, the OFTs 
move applies only to loans over 
£15,000 which are unregulated 
and not covered by the Con- 
sumer Credit Act As rule 78 is 
part of the CCA regulations, 
most lenders can legitimately 
use h. even though it is de- 
signed to set the maximum 
level they can levy. This can 
have devastating consequences 
for borrowers. One couple con- 
tacted The Times in despera- 
tion. They borrowed more than 
£9,000 seven years ago, have 
paid £20,000 to their lender 
and still owe £20,500, aD 
because rule 78 is being app- 
lied. 

The OFT is unhappy that 
borrowers of so-called regulat- 
ed loans now get less protection 
from lenders charging huge 



Roles are rules and even the dreaded rule 78 must be obeyed 

redemption penalties than if Rebate in the Early Settlement ' 
they had taken an unregulated Act 1983 lenders may defer 
loan. The waldidogis in urgent calculating the redemption fig- 
talks with the Department of ure for one or two months 
Trade and Industry and lend- depending on whether the term 
ers about changing the law. It of the Joan is more or less than 
is particularly concerned five years. For example; if in 

because in May the threshold the 15th month of a four-year 

for regulated loans rises to loan you Id! your lender that 
£25.000, bringing for more you want to pay the loan off, 
borrowers under rule 78. the company could wait until 

Until the law is changed month 17 before giving you a 
borrowers need to be on their settlement figure. You could 
guard as roost lenders do not have to pay interest for two 
advertise their use of rule 78. more months before the lender 

Many lenders give the mis- tells you how much more you 
leading impression that they owe. 
simply charge one or two This is not the same as 

months’ interest for early re- simply malting two more pay- 

demptions. This is not true. merits on the loan and then 
Under die Consumer Credit paying off the capital you owe. 


although lenders would like 
you to think so. 

This commonsense ‘'balance 
and interest" approach always 
produces lower settlement fig- 
ures than rule 78 plus one to 
two months. Take,say, a bor- 
rower with a £12,000 ten-year 
loan at 12 per cent APR If after 
three years he wanted to re- 
deem the loan, he would have 
to pay £9,784 using the balance 
and interest system. However, 
deferring role 78 for one month 
produces a figure of £10,192 — 
£408 more. 

The disparity gets worse the 
longer the loan and the higher 
the interest A borrower re- 
deeming a £25^X70, 25-year loan 
charging 12 per cent APR after 
ten yearn would pay £131149 
under balance and interest but 
£16385 under role 78 - a 
difference of £3,236- 

Lenders rightly claim that 
most of their personal loans are 
shorter and smaller. Even here, 
though, the borrower always 
loses out A £4,000 five-year 
loan charging 18 per cent APR 
would cost £2,928 to redeem 
under rule 78. £69 more than it 
should. . 

So what should borrowers 
do? If you want to settle your 
loan early, be aware of lenders 
using rule 78, particularly if 
you are planning to borrow a 
large amount of money for five 
years or more. 

Lenders in this camp indude 
AA Financial Services, Abbey 
National Alliance & Leicester, 
First Trust Bank. Lombard 
Direct, Midland, Royal Bank I 
of Scotland and TSB. 

The Co-operative Bank. 
Yorkshire Bank, Barclays and ! 
Lloyds are among the few i 
lenders that do not impose j 
early redemption penalties. 


rules on home loan sales 


the Treasury has warned lenders that if 
the mortgage code does not work proper- 
ly. then she will bring loons under the 
same regime as insurance; investments 
and pensions. Lenders are anxious to 
avoid statutory regulation as it wifi 
substantially increase their comptianoe 
costs. 

The intermediary code, which is volun- 
tary. is identical to die code that is al- 
ready in place for die lenders. But as 
nearly half of all mortgage business is in- 
troduced by financial advisers to lenders, 
the Council of Mortgage Lenders and die 
Government felt it was appropriate that 
intermediaries should also sign up. 

Those in Hie ijmlfi-bilKon pounds 
mortgage market, hanks, building societ- 
ies and fife insurance companies, are 
keen to prove that die code is adequate to 


protect consumers against misselling of 
home loans. Last year, the Budding 
Societies Ombudsman received more 
than 5,000 complaints about mortgages 
— a third of all those received. 

Mortgage brokers that sign up to (he 
code will have to pay a fee to be on a 
central register of intermediaries. After 
die aid of April consumers will be able 
to telephone the register to discover 
whether die mortgage broker they are 
rie»Krq> with has signed up to the code ' 

T he code stipulates that mortgage 
brokers must state whether they 
are linked to just one lender or 
^VlbeAierlhey can offer the products from 
many different fenders. They must dis- 
close die fees they are earning from die 
safe of die mortgage; they must also 


detail the penalties that occur if the loan 
is a fixed or capped rate and it is 
redeemed eariy. 

They must also give an idea of the level 
of repayments that could occur, when the 
fixed rale ends and the borrower moves 
on to a variable rate. 

The Mortgage Code Register of Inter- 
mediaries (MCRI), which is setting up 
the broker register, refused to reveal how 
many had signed up to the code. The 
MCRI is also yet to come up with a 
scheme to ensure that mortgage brokers 
comply. 

Colm Harris, the chairman, said: “The 
council is going to introduce compliance 
procedures to make sure brokers 
comply.” 

Caroline Merrell 


SIMPLY THE BEST 

PEP discounts in the UK 







Don’t miss the boat! 

Applications for 1997/98 PEPs must be 
received at our offices by 2nd April 1998 ai 
the latest 


We are a DISCOUNT BROKER which means we 
rebate to investors the commissions of up to 5% 
charged when you buy direct or through conventional 
brokers. From 1st February 1998 to 5th April 1998 
out normal £25 handling fee will be waived. 

We are INDEPENDENT, so we offer a huge range of 
investment options from all the UK’s leading 
investment companies. 

We are HIGHLY EXPERIENCED - Elson 
Associates has been established since 1987 and over 
40,000 clients come to us to arrange their PEPS. 

We offer PERSONAL SERVICE in a way that 
continues to reflect our family -founded origins. 

We aim to offer the HIGHEST PEP DISCOUNTS 
IN THE UK. As volume dealers in PEPs, we are able 
to negotiate the very best terms for our clients. 


Opening a new PEP? 

Unhappy with the performance of your existing PEP? 
Looking for reduced charges? 

Frir further information, cut out and return the coupon below to Elson Associates. FREEPOST DTI 138, 
Fbr further ^ WrfJing Km DA16 IB R or alternatively cafi ns free on 


E 


® 0500 691790 © 


LSON 


www-elson.ifi.co.uk 




SSOCIATES 



Name 

Address 


Postcode. 
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Threadneedle. 

Leadership. 


Performance that is head and shoulders above the rest. 


Right now, choosing the right kind of PEP to 
maximise your tax-free allowance is more 
important than ever. And this year, there's an 
altogether better PEP available - The Threadneedle 
PEP - it's the first of a new breed using the latest 
investment regulations. 


What is more, as the UK’s 7th largest fund 
manager,” with performance which puts our 
competitors in the shade. Threadneedle's ground 
breaking PEP should continue to'meet your needs 
now and in the future. 

Before you commit to a 
PEP this year, make an 
informed decision. 


Threadneedle 1st 1st 1st 1st 3rd 

Barclays Global Inv 2nd 2nd 3rd 2nd 4th 

M&G Securities 3rd 3rd 6th 6th 5th 


M&G Securities 
Perpetual 


4th 4th 2nd 3rd 2nd 


Mercury Fund M’ngrs 5th 6th 5th 5th 6th 

Fidefity Investments 6th 5th 4th 4th 1st 


Schroder UT Lid 


7th 7th 7th 7th 7th 


if 


tnta: knmananl IrriaUgam, VH96. ollw ID oflv bash Loiyocl 7 UM TfUM UanagaoiBiil 
Otom»* ratetea i—i Bnwd parte manca Sorted by 1 yoar pottomianca. 


Ask your financial adviser about 
Threadneedle’s PEP or call us free on 

0500 600566. 


« Threadneedle 

investments 




P. 'i ■ 




Jans Simmon? 



John Richard-.: 




Nicola Horlick 


PEPs, Our figures 
speak for themselves 


"We have put together the best investment team 
that I have ever worked with, wholly committed to 
the highest standards of investment performance and 
client service." Nicola Horlick 

"The UK market has never been as interesting 
as it is now, with excellent opportunities for the 
experienced stockpicker." Peter Seabrook 

"We believe in equities as the best long-term 
investment and in active management as the most 
rewarding way to invest in equities." John Richards 

"Our aim is to deliver index-beating performance, 
regardless of market conditions." Jane Simmons 


Tk SocGwi MM ManagamaM. SEA50MI FAKP08T, Kingmn-Upan-ThaniM KRQR, 
Pteoca rand m ■ copy at your tnodwre raiatina In lha SccGan UK Growth Unit T»uM 
an dPBt 


□ Data Protection Act 19M. Unlsas you <mMm ua ntwrini by tfcUnu A* ba«, ytmr 
name wm be ’^Mv oa^a fllog Hw wMdi wte yt^ ttecrite pf aw 


Investors have the security of knowing that SocGen 
Asset Management is backed by Society Ginerale, 
a leading International bank with assets of £238bn. 

You can invest from £50 per month or with a 
minimum lump sum of £1,000. Investments made by 
17th March will qualify for a 2% discount on the initial 
charge, so act quickly. 

For more information on the SocGen UK Growth 
Unit Trust and PEP, talk to your financial adviser, return 
the coupon or call us free now on the number below, 
quoting reference T7/3. 

0800 88 77 75 


ASSET MANAGEMENT 

The shape of things to come 
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Eternal truths just do not last 


pjragp&Ca/oaalhiwaued 
the investment trust in l868 
“in pw the investor of moderate 


“to give the invet 
mesas the suae 

^ f ihehrgeapitifi 

1868. 

A vintage year for PEPs. 

(Now - two bottles for the price of one!) 



Become an investor in the Foreign & 
Colonial Investment Trust PEP by 27th March 
and your 1998/99 PEP will cost you nothing 
in initial fees or extra administration 
charges.* Our PEPs give you tax-free access 
to an international spread of investment 
expertise, built upon the experience we 
have gained from investing successfully in 
stodcmarkets around the world since 1868. 
Why not request our brochure for more 
information? 

Phone 01189 828 801 or Fax 01189 344 622 
anytime quoting the coupon code, or return 
the coupon. 


J To; Foreign a GoCcnla! Mmgvnent Lid. PO Box 2. Itoyforel. 
| Berkshire RG1Q 9NW. 

Initial Surname 


D ictators are not the only ones 
who rewrite history. From' 
family affairs to corporate 
conflict and . die sweep of economies 
and markets, past events are con- 
stantly being censored, edited and re- 
slanted to suit prevailing opinion or 
interests. Even memory is vulnerable 
to this process. Busy folk are prison- 
ers of the accepted view unless they 
have records with which to challenge 
die PR paint-roller that spreads iL 
Nowhere is this truer than in die 
financial markets. Even today, it is 
often assumed that the Wall Street 
crash of 1929 or even the mini-crash of 
1987 came out of the Hue. They didn't 
A glance at what was said at the time 
shows that stock markets shrugged 
off worsening economic trends. Ad- 
justment was then harsh once pre- 
tence could no longer be sustained. 

The most convenient truth in 
investment is that shares will always 
be a good bet in the medium term, so 
do not worry about short-term fluctu- 
ations. Tins has proved sound advice 
and still is. But it is not strictly true. 

Look at those inconvenient records. 
Suppose that you had been able to 
buy an index-traddng UK unit trust 
in 1972. You would have stood no 
chance of getting your money bade 
before the autumn of 1977, even 



GRAHAM SEARJEANT 


ignoring the charges: Mast of the 
time, you would have nursed horren- 
dous losses. After a full ten years, you 
might have made a capital profit of 30 
per cent Over that decade the retail 
prices index more than trebled. So 
much for shares being a great hedge 
against inflation. Good yes. great no. 

Inflation is not the problem in 
Japan, where the Nikkei 225 share 
index stands about 55 per cent lower 

than at the end ofthe previous decade. 

That was a speculative peak. The 
Nikkei plunged by nearly 60 per cent 

in a Couple of years and has wandered 

aimlessly ever since. 

Experts differ about whether Tokyo 
has been a hear market all eight 
years. For investors, it scarcely mat- 
ters. You did not have to buy at the top - 
to come a cropper. If you bought the 
index at any tone m 1987, more than a 


AfcraAr- ago, you WOuld stiU shOW 3 

heavy loss, even bigger for toe 
millions who bought in 1988 or 1989. 

Few claim to have foreseen this 
disaster. A glance at some contempo- 
rary records, in this case die thoughts 
of Japan analysts at Klein wort Ben- 
son, is still instructive. As early as 
March 1989, toe economist Richard 
Jenam wrote: “Evidence is pointing 
to a peak in toe economic cycle." In 
June 1989, toe firm’s analysts called 
“the Kid of die. liquidity driven 
marker, telling buyers to be choosy. 

By August, KB headlined: “Inw 
real interest rates and tight economy 
maVM continued underpe i fun nianc e 
likely." Up to 15 per cent should be 
held in cash “although we believe toe 
short-term momentum is upwards". 
It was. If investors had followed 
advice to sell out in March or June 


they would have saved a fortune in 
the lone run, but missed o uton a final 
20 per cent rise in share pmes. 

This euphoric bubble affecte d even 
the analysts. In December, they noted 
"worrying signs" such as a surge 
fr^ lnv^stment mv 

funds redtoned profits would 
daw and that the market was 
discounting good news, but wre Jess 
cautious than before. After Nemesis 
struck, the analysts tended ® jwrUD 
eternal truths. Hun^ should be OK 
in rhe medium term (they aren't) and 
Japanese shares and bonds move m 
the same direction (they- hawnT). 

The analysts 

but never said sell, «3L sell. You 
cannot stray too far from the cunspn- 
sus if you want to keep your credfou- 
ity. Raging bulls or ferocious beats 
may prove right eventually, but if 
their timing is way out. as usually 
is. few will be listening by the time 
they should. Trends overrun and the 
prevailing consensus is often stron- 
gest when about to be smashed. 

If the logic of toe facts conflicts with 

market sentiment, or with prevailing 
political wisdom, back logic, even if 
you look stupid in the short run. 
Fortunately, today’s raging boom has 
pleniy of sceptics. They are the best 
protection against disaster. 


Revenue fines furore hots up 



-Apples to tap sun (nwswrs only: 1868 was the year Foreign & Colonial investment The* was tomehed This fc a 
part quaRfying Trua far PEP purposes and may be held in our investment Trus PEP. PEPS were introduced In Hie 

FininoeActaf 1986. The value erf sharas and the income from them can fad asweS as rfea aid you may not get bade 
the fuU amount trwsted- Past performance is no guide to the futire. Foreign & Colonial Management Lid (regulated 
by MRO wid the Anorul kwestmm Authority} is the PB> manager and Foresyi ft Colonial Management Ltd or Its 
RdKfiartes are the Managas of the rvestmsw truss. Anneal fees are deducted from ircorne where avaftafafe 
otherwise hare in the Plan may be Mid to aowr fees. Tax benefits may very as a result of sfetunry danger ml their 
uahjewtf d^xndan htfividual draanrtances. 


T he rowbetween accoun- 
tants and toe Inland 
Revenue over self-as- 
sessment. first highlighted by 
The Times, intensified this 
week as it emerged that signif- 
icant numbers of penalty no- 
tices are being sent to 
taxpayers who bad filed their 
returns cm time. The blunders 
have brought calls for an 
investigation of the way in 
which the Revenue p roce s ses 
tax forms. 

Last week the Revenue post- 


Accountants demand inquiry, says Susan Emmett 


ed 670,000 penalty notices for 
the £100 fines for those who 
failed to return forms by the 
final selfassessment deadline 
of January 31. But accoun- 
tants are angry that toe Reve- 
nue is de mandin g fines from 
. clients who met the deadline. 

Some have also churned 
that clients who did not return 
their forms by the due date are 



not receiving penalty notices. 
Both large and small firms 
have come under fire from 
disgruntled clients who have 
received fines, and accoun- 
tants fear that their clients’ 
confidence is being under- 
mined by Revenue mistakes. 

It is still too early to say how 
many taxpayers received pen- 
alty notices in error, although 
some accountants estimate 
that about 20 per cent of their 
dients were sent a fine notice 
despite filing on time. How- 
ever. one small accountant in 
Skkup said that about 75 per 
cent of his dients were sent 
penalty notices in error. 

Peter Bade, director of 
SimplTTax. a subsidiary of the 
accountants Horworth Clark 
Whftehill, which specialises in 
tax returns, said that 20 per 


cent of his dients received 
penalty notices in error, while 
up to 15 percent of dients who 
did not file have yet to be fined. 

Mr Bade said: "It’s dear 
that a number of those penalty 
notices should not have gone 
oul After each major stage of 
toe self-assessment process 
there have been failings. AD 
indicates that there is some- 
thing fundamentally wrong 
with the system. 

"I think that some real 
questions have got to be 
asked. There is a case for 
some sort of . inquiry. The 
Revenue experts taxpayers to 
meet their obligations in full 
but the Revenue is not meet- 
ing its obligations." 

The problem mostly affects 
accountants who either posted 
or filed their clients’ forms by 


hand. Those who filed dec- 
ironically have emerged un- 
scathed. 

Paul Harmsworth, manag- 
ing director of Tax Link, the 
self-assessment tax calcula- 
tion specialists based in Exe- 
ter, said that none of his 
dients whose returns were 
filed electronically received 
penalty notices, but fines were 
sent to 25 per cent of dients 
whose returns were filed on 
paper because of previous 
software problems with the 
Revenue's computer. 

A spokesman for the Inland 
Revenue said: "1 am aware of 
it happening, but 1 don’t get 
tile impression that it is a 
major phenomenon. Our 
apologies go to those who did 
receive a penalty notice but 
handed in the form on tune. 
There was a big rush towards 
January 31 and there were 
instances of human error, but 
not on a mass scale." 





Wdl they were warned: Rory McGrath and Hector, the mascot told everyone about the deadlines 


I - V- -v 

T> J • 


The Johnson Fry 
PEP Challenge. 


Quickly now: can you name any PEP managers wife a reputation for performance? 

No prizes - and no surprises - if top names like Fidelity, Jupiter, Perpetual and Schroder 
come to mind. 

Now here's fee challenge. Think of another PEP manager with a stronger current record 
in UK Equity unit trusts than any of them. 

The answer - as the table dearly demonstrates - is Johnson Fry. And fee fuU evidence 
is laid out for your perusal in our thought-provokiiig and unusually readable new PEP 
brochure, appropriately titled Test Against The Best’ 

Whatever you do. don't choose a PEP until you’ve 
read it For your copy, call us free on 0800 783 4343 I TTT| 

^ 000 ***** (our lines are open 24 hours a day), or return ■ 1 1— ^ I 

the coupon. ■ I 1 I 


0800 783 4343 



iobnsoo FVy Securities Limited, 20 Regent Street, London SfflY 4P2L Internet: ^p^WrjiuauiiftynLoi.iA 


Please send me a copy of your Test Against The Best brochure. Return to Johnson Fry, FREEPOST Bristol BS38 7PT. Telephone 0800 783 4343. 


Address 


Postcode 


TM07D3b 


iir.nr.mTTt >totg -ThaarivertaenKflt is issaed by Johnson Fry Securities Limited. regnbtedby SFAaod a Member ofTbe Lood ro Stock Exchange. Johnson Fry Slater Growth yas hnnehed on 
1QK7- Over the fi v e ve are to 31 December 1997. Johnson Fry Slater Growth. lutxter UK Growth, Schroder UK Enterprise. Perpetual UK Growth and Fidelity US Growth bare grown 
bv 147.09V 179.03S. 13t64K. 12659% and 123.04% respectively. Since bunch on 11 October 1995 to 31 December 1997. Johnson Fry UK Growth bw grown by 4&90&. AD figures shown are to 
31 December 1997 and are calculated on an offer-to-bid basis, gross income reinvested. Source: Beiders Hindsight. The figures la the table have been rounded down to the nearest pound. The 
uabe of units and to income flf any) from them can go down as wdl as up rod you may not get bade die amount you invested. Past performance is rota guide to future returns. Because of the. 

ebareeyon may lose money if y<Xi withdraw in the* eariy years. You should regard an investment in tbe Trusts as a k>og t e rm investment Johnson Fry Sster Growth is Ekdy to hokl fewer 
*T ^ tfa^hr "- w ^ ” n ^™‘ ttn ^^ n ^ ai:au ^ 8har rc” conroaniww ^rdativefr6 ma Bro 

PEP* *nd unit treats may not be suitable investments far e veryo n e and if you Have any doubts you should reek imfepemient advice bdbre investing The value of the current 
rtTPbrtrefcfewin depend on your individual circumstances. A consultative paper recently wsoed by the Government on the new IniBridual Savings Account 0SA) wffl. if enacted into curreit 
rtje (ax reHefc available to PEPs 6om 5 October 1999. It is, however, proposed tint FEft and TESSAs up to a value of £5tyWQ per person may be tranderred into ISAs. 


tTT Protection Act 1984. Your name win be added to a maflmg Bat which may be used fay us or associated companies to beep you wdl informed of any new and existing products, 
prefer oot to receive such details, please tick Ibc box □ 



Peps- 

pros and cons 


This week's issue of Investors Chronkfo includes a dataiiiwt 

Peps. An essential guide, it wTO help you understandS ^.^I^ y ** 

Peps - which are more Involved tiWlh^y «p£T^ "** * 

We look stthe complete range of Paps available. Do popular tx*nri 
Uva up to their reputations? Rnd oot with our expose of ^ 

approach to investment and comprehensiva pS^an^SS^" 

Ybu*U discover why Paps should be part of a balanced nnr*..- , , . 
bws to UK Investment good for returns? And whanS b lhaJf 

surrounding the Individual Savings Sterne? "T* 

compan, Peps * pansto™ ^ looked 


hnanoaltimes 

Awr 
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TAKE FIVE MINUTES 
AND YOU COULD 
DOUBLE YOUR PENSION 



products are invested in its pension business 
fund. Since July 1997, pension funds can no 
longer recover tax credits on the dividends 
from UK equities but they continue to enjoy 
freedom from tax on capital gains and other 
income. 

MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY 


A typical Equitable pension fund ha s doubled 
in value every five years, so the sooner you 
^tart saving the better off you ■will be when you 
retire.. Put it another way. If you delay for five 
years, your retirement income could be halved. 
So five minutes spent reading on could well be 
worth your while. 


IN A GLASS OF OUR OWN 

A simple rating system, suggested in an Office of Fair Trading discussion document, allows 
people to make a straight comparison between pension products by giving each one a 
series of ratings, on a scale of A+ to C-, both for past performance and charges. A recent 
survey using this rating method showed The Equitable to be well ahead of the field. 





The Equitable life 

A+AB 

A+A+A+ 

AXA Equity & Law 

CCA 

BBC 

Britannia Life 

*** 

CBB 

as 

BA* 

CBA+ 

Clerical Medical 

BAB- 

BAA 

Commercial Union 

*CC 

ABA 

Eagle Star 

BAA 

CBA 

Ecclesiastical 

■ie** 

*** 

Friends Provident 

BBB 

BC-A 

General Accident 

A*A 

BAB 

Legal & General 

. CBB 

AAB 

London life 

**C- 

*** 

MGM Assurance 

A+A+C 

BBC- 

National Mutual 

BBB 

BBB 

NorwichUnion 

BBA 

BAA 

NH . . 

BBC- 

BAB 

Prudential 

*** • 

A+AC 

RNPFN 

ABA+ 

CC-A+ 

Royal London 

BAA 

BBC 

Royal Sun Alliance 

CC-C- 

ABC 

Scottish Amicable 

BCB 

BBC ■ 

Scottish Equitable 

BCB 

CBA 

Scottish Friendly 

. BBB 

C-CC- 

Scottish life 

BBB 

CBB 

Scottish Mutual 

BBA 

ABC 

Scottish Provident 

*AC 

*** 

Scottish Widows 

BCB 

ABB 

Standard life 

BBC 

ABC 

Sun Life 

CBB 

BBB 

Swiss Life 

CC* 

*** 

Wbsleyan Assurance 

*AA 

BBC 


* Denotes where no rating has been given due to company not having provided a figure. 


Past performance— the three eatings refer to transfer value after 5 years, transfer value after 10 years and retirement fund (ind 
terminal bonus) r espectively All figures are calculated as at 1.4.97, assuming policies taken out six months before next birthday 
Monthly premium £30. Retirement age 63. 

Own charge projections- the three ratings refer to transfer value at end of year 5, transfer value at end of year 20 and retirement 
fund respectively Projections are based on plans commencing 1.4.97 and are in accordance with the PIA’s projection rules, using the 
mid-point assumptions. Investment g r owth rare before charges 9% pa. RF1 and AE3 inflation rates are 4 3 and 6% pa respectively. 
Retirement age 65. Monthly premium £100. 

Source; Money Marketing FPR With-Profits Survey May 1997. 


OUR LOW CHARGES MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE 


In the chart below, we show the huge difference 
in the value of a £200 per month personal 
pension plan on your 65th birthday, depending 
on the age at which you start contributing. 



This shows the actual open market option 
funds for a £200 per month Equitable life 
with-profits personal pension plan as at 1 July 
1997, pension benefits taken at exact age 65. 
Source: Money Management, October 1997. 

Of course, the final value of the investment is 
not guaranteed. 

Time, however, is not the only factor which 
determines how much you receive. The choice 
of pension company also makes a big 
difference in two important respects: 

First, how much of your money disappears in 
charges before it can be invested. 

Second, how well the balance is invested. 

At The Equitable life, we know our with-profits 
charges are the very lowest and our investment 
performance is amongst the very best. 

We’d like everyone else to know it too. 

NO MIDDLEMEN, NO 
SHAREHOLDERS. LOW COSTS 


The chart below shows the effect that different 
companies’ charges will have on a £200 a 
month with-profits pension plan over 20 years. 


Because we charge barely half the industry 
average, the value of your fund could be 
increased by thousands of pounds. 

THE MOST CONSISTENT 
INVESTMENT RECORD 


> have never paid commission to third parties, 
a mutual life company; the oldest in the 
rid in fact, we don’t have any shareholders to 
;e a slice of the profits. And we keep all our 
anal expenses to an absolute minimum. 

ree good reasons why we are renowned for 
- low costs. 

; also why an annual Planned Savings’ 
vcv in October 1997 once again shows Uc 
uitable Life as having the lowest Moot 
lenses to premium income of all companies 


hat we pass these savings 
ie form of unusually low 
»f your money can be 


HOW MUCH APENSION IS REDUCED 
BY CHARGES OVER 20 YEARS 


Equitable Low Charges 


£3V32 



TbeAvmgs TbcHighes 


These figures rdaie to projected open market option fands as «t 1 Jtdy 
1997 for new st^e.wHi-profits personal pension [Jans for a nun aged 
4 } due to retire at age 65. Monthly contributions £200. Assumed 
annual growth rate 9%. Source; Money Management. October 1997. 


When choosing your pension provider, surely 
it makes sense to look for a consistently strong 
performer. After all, almost every company 
has some sort of success story to tell - perhaps 
one of their funds went through a brief purple 
patch at some stage. But how often have they 
been able to repeat it? 

Annual surveys by Planned Savings magazine 
put the whole subject of long-term investment 
into perspective. Since the first survey in 1974, 
The Equitable life's with-profits pensions have 
had 45 top ten pladngs out of a possible 56. 
Our nearest challenger has managed just 31. 

Remember though, past performance is no 
guarantee of future performance. 

Contributions to the Society’s pension 


Not everyone is in a position to contribute a 
regular amount. And many can’t be sure when 
they will retire, so they want to be able to 
change their retirement date if necessary - 
without penalty. 

No problem. 

With an Equitable pension, you are free to 
increase or decrease your contributions at any 
time. And you can bring your retirement date 
forward or delay it, as you choose. Unlike 
some other companies, all without penally. 

IN SHORT 

When it comes to pension planning you can’t 
start too soon. The longer you leave it, the 
worse off you will be when you retire. But 
although time is of the essence, it is not the 
whole story. So choose your pension provider 
very carefully. 

For more details by post and by telephone of 
our low-cost high-performance pension plans, 
call us on 0990 38 48 58 or complete the 
coupon below. 

www.equitable.co.uk 

FOR YOUR SECURITY YOUR TELEPHONE CALL MAY BE RECORDED 
INFOSMATION/ADVICE WILL ON1Y BE GIVEN 
ON EQimBLE GKO UP PRODUCTS 
RLGUL'UH) BY THE PERSONAL IbACSIMENT AUTIKMIY 
THE EQUnXBLE LIFE, FREEPOST WALTON STREET ASLESBUffi 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HR] 7BR 

To: The Equitable Life, FREEPOST, Wilton 
Street, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 7BR. 

I would welcome details on The Equitable’s 
pension plans. 

I am self employed □ 

I am employed and not eligible to join a 
company pension scheme □ 

TMCCSB 

NAME (Mi/Mrs/Miss) 

ADDRESS 


Postcode 

Tel: (Office) 

Tel: (Home) 

Date of Birth 

Wfe guarantee that no company outside The 
Equitable and its subsidiaries wifi receive these 
de tails. however you would prefer to receive no 
further information from us, please rick this box □ 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 
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UP 53.5% IN TWO YEARS TAX-FREE. 



BEAT THE FT-SE ALL-SHARE INDEX. 



BOTH 

fflowm 

0VHI2YRS 

onratns 

408% 

MK8% 

+48JM 

m 

+46J2% 

MBJK 

•MUM 

404% 
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M O N E V B l' I L I) K R G R O \V 1 H P F P 


The last two years have seen hig hs on the 
stockmarket and gains for tracfcer funds. But it’s 
been even better for Fidelity’s MoneyBuilder 
Growth PEP. 

£3,000 invested in this PEP two years ago would 
now be worth £4,605, way ahead of the FT-SE All 
Share Index, and high profile PEPs like the Virgin 
Growth PEP. 

Good Fortune 1 No way. We believe it’s down to 
hard work. We build our portfolios, stock by stock, 
with our analysts and fund managers making over 
46,000 company contacts every year worldwide. In 
fact, no one explores businesses more thoroughly. 

PEP/ISA HOTLINE 9M TO SPI. 7 BAYS 

0800414133 

www.fidelltv.ea.uk 


It’s what makes our PEPs so stockpickm" good. 

Don't fust take our word for it, ask the experts. 
We’ve just been voted Unit Trust Group of the Year 
by Micropai, and we’ve recently won the Money 
Observer ‘Premier Group’ Award. 

But it’s not fust to do with consistent, strong 
performance. It’s also to do with value. Unlike many 
other PEPs, none of our MoneyBuilder range charges 
you an entry or exit fee* Our annual management 
charges are amongst the very lowest you can find, 
and when TSAs come we promise to transfer your 
PEP into a Fidelity ISA on request and free of any 
conversion charges. So if you want a low cost, award 


winning. PEP, phone noty, fpeakjo your IFA or 
send off the coupon. 

And see if things don't start looking up! 

★ B EST BRIT LUST SH IP 

SlaUlPMrtBmiriinrtifan 


★ ‘PREMIER GR8BP’ JLWABB 

■MMnmrinfefin 


^ — H iwn«t fart t«P 

To: fiddicy tovcatmeno PO Bcb 88 Tbnbridge Sax TTU1 ?DZ. Phone 0800 4J <1 5J. 

□ Please send me infamution an fidelity's Money Bulkier Growth PEP. 

□ Please send me information on the Eddfty MoneyBuikier range. 

wfll pot dtadosc any tafan n alop outride die Fidclfty Marketing Group. 


JOIN THE WORLD’S N 9 1 




CASHING IN YOUR 
ENDOWMENT ? 


IT'S EASY TO GET MORE 

We regularly pay up to 30% MORE* than the surrender value 
for with profits endowment and whole life policies. 

| Life Company Offered Cl Bail 1 '** dm 

Policy Portfolio Price £21,100 


Cashing in your Endowment Policy? 


Your Life Assuram 


More 


than money. 


pm Md ana att « he U bar 



mi 


Our Unique Service is FREE 

♦ Oar FREE GUIDE gives yoa the facts 

♦ Oar FREE fistingi let you compare 
the rales of the lop companies 

♦ We arrange ycropaBcy • ■ 

♦ Wfe re f un d yoorfib^ two months 


TEL: 0181 343 4567 i :>• c, v 

G.iriri House. Arcudsn Avenue. Loncon N3 2JU 



Policy 

Choice 

Direct 


OSOO 813913 

who let you choose www.jMrifcyeftolcM.co.uk 


Susan Emmett on financial tools 
available on a screen near you 


S . o you want to b? a cyber 
investor but fear getting 
lost onthe information, 
superhighway? Millions of 
households are online and 
msmv users are launching into 


There are many Websites 
offering ffpcrtHai data, share 
prices and business news, snd 
most high street financial ser- 
vice providers now have 
Websites. Often they amount 
to little more than advertising 
or an ritoaronic brochure giv- 
mg details of various financial 
products. However, the Na- 
tionwide and TSB offer online 
banking and Lloyds and 
Barclays will follow soon. 

The greatest revolution in 
cyberspace has been die . in- 
crease in independent sites 
offering financial information 
and share prices. Since die Lon- 
don Stock ExchangeTdaxed its 
rules last summer, the number 
of sites offering share price 
information has mushroomed. 
Many provide the service free 
with a 30-minute delay. Up-to- 
the-minute prices require a 
subscription. 


cannot End elsewhere? - 
r-r-i a lot of the financial in- 
|A1 formation tai the Inter- 
net can be found m the finan- 
cial press and in libraries 
more cheaply and sometimes 
more easily. 


So, where i» *e bea 
place to jtwtt 

A financial directory will 
get you on the road. One 
ine point is the Financial 


portfolio management facilities 
and links to ©cecutiwwmly 
stockbrokers, putting armchair 
investors in the driving seat If it 
is your first surf, do not expect 
all to be per- 


Informaaon Net Directory 
(Find), at www.find.cauk. It 
follows the YelUw Pages for- 
mat and financial sites in the 
UK are grouped under head- 
ings such as Peps, Alternative- 
ly. sites such as Yahoo! on 
http://finance.yahoo.co.uk 
offer 20 -minute delay-free 
share price information, 
which is useful for quid; 
reference. Up to the minute 
share information is available 
for a fee on sites such as 
Interactive Investor Interna- 
tiona] www JiLcouk. Electron- 
ic Share Information 

www.ea.cauk. Infotrade on 
www.infotrade.co.uk and 
Datastream Market-Eye Pre- 
mium on www.market- 

eye.co.uk. 


Is it possible to trade 
shares online? 


IlNVES' 

turn, and 

you wfll not A GUIDE -re 
find facts ixi FOR *4 

ftpibutn^ beginners 

download- 
ing reams of irrelevant data. 


INVESTMENT 




will have rniKh of ti>e informa- 
tion avjulable to City csqjerts at 
your fingertips. 

171] What are tbe tools of the 
1>CI trade? 

(XI As financial Websites 
IAI axe using more and 
more tedmolopcal wizardry, 
it pays to get rdativdyup-to- 
datekiL You wffi nrwfa PC, a 
modem and -an account with 
an Internet Service Provider 
(ISP), which prawfeMte link 
between you L»od: the World 
Wide Web. If you opt far. an 
outdated system with a stow 
modem you wifi be stuck in 
frustrating traffic jams rather 
than Cruising the information 
superhighway. 


So, wfll it all cost me a 
fortune? 


Experts say that 
Internet access will be 
revolutionised by set-tup boxes 
that will let you surf the Net 
via your television set The 
contraptions are expected to 
cost about £200 and as a 
result, one in four homes is 
predicted to be online by 2000. 
The boxes are yet to appear in 
shops and the few available 
are slow and cumbersome. 

For now, expect to spend 
about £800 on a PC and £50 on 
a decent modem, although 
they can be cheaper. The 
fastest modems can be as 
much as £90. 

A multitude of ISPs are 
competing to take you into 
cyberspace. America Online 
(AOL) is the biggest closely 
followed by CompuServe. 
There are many smaller ones 
and the Nationwide will be- 
come the first financial ser- 
vices organisation to provide a 
link , this summer. An ISP 
account ran cost anything 
from £5 to £15 a month, 
depending on usage. Unlimit- 
ed access is dearer. The good 
news is that the account is 
linked to you, not the machine, 
so you can use it on more than 
one PC 


Is It worth iO What can I 
get from the Net that I 


ran cyber 

ZTrZZrr ™ ,nves_ 

ME NT tors are on 

(S’) verge of he- 

ing able to 
trade oora- 
pktriy «kc- 
ironically, 
without hu- 
man intervention, a process 
that is current practice in 
America. At the moment, a 
few financial Websites offer 
“gateways’* or “trading floors" 
to brokers. These indude Info- 
trade and ESI. which provide 
links to brokers such as 
Charles Schwab, Caterdeal 
and Stocktrade, and more 
recently Datastream/ICV, 
where finks to smaller brokers 
can be found on the Market- 
Eye site on wwwjnarket- 
eytoo.uk. 


What about -Peps, and 
cpfiectiye funds? . .. 


® Charles Schwab, the in- 
vestment retailer, says 
that in America 50 per cent of 
its transactions are done elec- 
tronically. In Britain, Inland 
Revenue roles require that 
Pep applications must have a 
real signature on a piece of 
paper. However, investors 
buying Peps or unit trusts 
from Fidelity Investments can 
top them up on the Internet by 
SwitdiorDeltacardonwww.- 
webxpress .fidelity .co .uk. 
First-time Pep investors can 
shop around sites such as 
Interactive Investors Inter- 
national and Moneyworld, 
which offer Information and 
data and provide a gateway to 
individual product providers. 

[Q| Can I use the Interact to 
uu keep track of my invest- 
ments abroad? 

[XI If you invest in the Amer- 
lOu ican markets, you are 
wdl served by the Internet A 
number of sites offer informa- 
tion on American companies. 
Yahoo! has links to foe United 
States • financial site 
(http://quote.yahoo.com) with 
15-mmute delayed feeds on ail 
trading stocks on the New 
York and Nasdaq exchanges. 

If you want to keep track on 
investments further afield. 
Market Eye will come in 
handy. The site lists 32,000 
international share prices in 
up to 60 countries, including 
all the markets in the Euro- 
pean Union. New York, To- 
kyo, Sidney, Singapore. Hong 
Kang and S3o Paulo are 
among those covered. 


Ml 



The Martin Carrie range of unit trust* gives you access to investment opportunities round the dock, round the world. Our International Growth Food, APAA Ai AA Ap 

for example, has given investors an average annual return of 16.4% since 19S0-* To find out why more and more people are hopping to it, clip the coupon or call U 3 UU Dl QZ 03 


QUOTING RefeTT 7/3 


Fbr more details about Martin Currie’s range of unit trusts, send the coupon to Martin Currie Unit Trusts Ltd, Freepost, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7UZ. 



POSTCODE. 
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Martin ■ Curr ie 

Growing investments since 1881 
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Boost profits 

by piling 
them low 
and selling 
them dear 


Y ou have set up your 
business, people seem 
to want what you are 
selling and you are happy with 
the way things are going. But 
there’s one thing you would 
like to improve upon — the 
amount of profit you make. 

Many businesses set up 
initially selling their goods or 
services too cheaply, partly 
because they want to attract 
customers and partly because 
of the fear factor of failing 
because prices are excessive. 

If your business is not 
making as much money as 
you think it should there are 
three main ways to raise 
profitability - two short term 
and one longer term. If you 
want to make an almost imm- 
ediate difference to your prof- 
its you can cut costs, or 
increase prices. 

■ COST CONTROL 
This is the most effective way 
to short-term higher profit- 
ability. Because of this it is 

useful to get 

into the hab- 

i' ? f Cash i 

mg the extra 

sales y OU in StOl 

need to pay 

for an incr- ic xjj* 

ease in costs. 

For exam- fO be 

pie. you dec- 

ideroadver- could 

hse in a local 

newspaper to bet 

at a cost of 
£200 a week 

and because you make £20 
clear profit on each sale, you 
know that to justify the extra 
expense you have to sell ten 
more items a week. 

Once you are in this mode 
you will quickly equate a redu- 
ction in costs to extra profitab- 
ility, a good discipline for any 
businessman. The best way to 
keep dose tabs on your costs is 
to run a tight cash-control sys- 
tem and regularly review your 
business expenses. 

Many people believe costs 
vary only very occasionally 
but this is not necessarily true 
and what cost £100 to buy in 
last month might be available 
now for £95. so keep a compre- 
hensive list of all your suppli- 
ers' charges and review it at 
least once a month. 

Pay dose attention to core 
costs and although things like 
business rates are non-nego- 
tiable, other overheads like 
rent, telephone bills, insurance 
premiums, stationery expen- 
ses and travel costs can often 
be cut by looking for alterna- 
tive suppliers or taking advan- 
tage of special offers. 

In business, most things are 
negotiable and it is worth- 
while trying to renegotiate 
costs with your suppliers as 
often as you think you can. 

You should also look at the 
whole or your business ro see 
where else you might be able 
to cut your costs. Consider 
your stock levels and ask if it 
would be possible to reduce 


Cash tied up 
in stock that 
is waiting 
to be used 
could be put 
to better use 


them because cash tied up in 
items waiting to be used could 
be put to better use. 

You should also question 
customers who are paying late 
since this affects your cash 
flow, and although it some- 
what contradicts this rule, 
paying your suppliers too 
early must be avoided. 

One of the secrets of increas- 
ing your profits is to keep the 
same number of staff while 
achieving higher sales, so look 
at each person's role within 
the business and see if it is 
possible reasonably to in- 
crease their productivity. 

■ RAISING PRICES 
There is no automatic link 
between prices and costs, 
which means that you do not 
need to justify price rises by 
citing cost increases. 

Small price rises of about 5 
per cent can often result in a 
sizeable jump in profits bec- 
ause. although raising the unit 
cost of what you are selling 

from £5 to 

£525 might 

ied u p eei 

kthat S" 

itins Pf, r item 15 

o all pure pro- 

USed fit. the oppo- 

site is often 
je OUt true. If you 

r are operat- 
or USe ingin a very 

price- sensit- 
ive market, 
raising prices to increase prof- 
its will be hard and you might 
need to look at other methods 
of increasing how much your 
business makes. 

Try to avoid giving dis- 
counts and if you are offering 
money off for bulk sales, stick 
to the quantity set before red- 
ucing your unit price. Whatev- 
er happens, most businesses 
are justified in raising prices 
in line with inflation and now 
this is almost expected. 

■ SELLING MORE 
While it is almost impossible 
to double prices or halve costs, 
it might be viable over time to 
double the amount you sell. 
Do not fry to raise sales by cut- 
ting prices because this will 
achieve little except a price war 
with competitors and pressure 
on profit margins. 

There are four main ways to 
sell more — improve your 
company's image, advertise, 
improve the skills of the people 
who sell your goods or services 
or seek new markets or prod- 
ucts. All of these tactics come 
ata cost and you need to weigh 
this up against potential long- 
er-rerm benefits to your busi- 
ness. However, remember 
that increased sales usually 
means more working capital 
and can have a negative imp- 
act on your cashflow, so make 
sure you have the funds before 
going ahead. 

John Givens 
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Why does money grow 
in our Blue Chip PEP? 
Look at the Fundamentals. 
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I f you're looking to make your money grow, why look 
at blue chips? The facts speak for themselves. These 
hundred or so well known companies are the biggest, 
brightest and best in the land. They possess strong 
management and control some of the most successful 
brands ever created. In a nutshell, they're ideal for the 
heart of your portfolio. 

M&G's Blue Chip PEP Fund - part of our Fundamentals 
range - will help you take advantage of their strength. 


Excellent value 

There's no initial charge, every penny you invest goes 
straight to work, and there’s no withdrawal fee either. 
The dealing spread was 0.5% at 2.1.98. 

Investing in Britain's best companies 
Our Blue Chip PEP Fund is designed to pinpoint the cream 
of Britain's companies. Currently, you could be tapping 
into the success of such famous names as Shell, Glaxo 
Wellcome and BT. As you can see from the panel, those 
who have already invested are reaping handsome rewards, 
this fund is a top performer in its sector.* 

Forecasts for the medium and long term future of blue 
chip companies remain bright, with rising dividends 
expected. These can be taken as a tax free income, or 
reinvested to increase your investment 

Long term investment goals 

Whether you're saving for school fees, or simply need an 
extra pool of savings to dip into when you retire, the merits 
of a stake in 'Great Britain PLC' are plain to see. 

Why look any further for a long term total return? 
There's Fundamentally only one choice - The M8rG Blue 
Chip PEP Fund. 
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Every time you fill your trolley at 
the supermarket, youYe probably 
supporting a lair few of Britain's 
blue chip companies. - 


15.4 


L average 
0 annual growth over 
5yeaf5* 


Having Pounded the UK unit bust industry in 1931, M&G has grown to become one of 
the country's largest providers of PE Ps. We now manage over £3 billion for tax conscious 
investors. With the Governments proposal to replace PEPs with ISAs - Individual 
Savings Accounts - in 1999, M&G was the first fund manager to make a public 
commitment on the issue - the M&G ISAh&ky promise. To ensure a smooth transi tion for 
our PEP holders, we promise to make ho penalty charge when you transfer your M&G 
PEP holding to our ISA. 

All the more reason to take advantage of this year’s PEP allowance as soon as possible. 

Time is running out to daim your PEP allocation for this tax year, so don't miss out 


O345 321 015 0345 221 422 
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We new make ywir name 
and address available 10 
unconnected onjarfeailons. 
We wffl occasionally tell you 
about other products or 
services offered by ourselves 
and other associated M&G 
companies. Tick this box □ 

If you would prefer not to 
receive rids Information. 

You should contact your 
independent financial 
adviser (If you have one) 
before Investing. 


If you prefer to contact us by post, please complete and return to: 

The M&G Group, BRISTOL BS38 7ET. No salesiMKrson wilt catL 

Yes, I would like details of The FundaiiKHrtab PEPfund rouge Inducting The M&G Blue Chip PEP Fund. 


MrfMa/Mbs/Ms: 


s. ■ ■' ■ ^ .■ i.y ■ x- a • r f-$r£»2 y*'. 




Pensions made simple 


You can pick up the phone and get pensions 
information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 

Call , Sam-lOpm, 7 days a week quoting ref: 2888119 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 
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tiir iuur prmrvili'n, w>ur vilU >•> Semri.h Widix,, may b* recorded nr monlinivJ and in format ion or advice will only hr jihnidnl on Scotinb Widows product*. Innd by Scoiibb Widows’ Fond and Ufe Ai.urince Society. Regulated by the PetMoal Iirw»U“cnc Authority. 




4. 





Looking for the potential to make your savings grow? Take 
a look at the Scottish Widows Premier Savings Plan. Its a 

with profits endowment plan that’s designed Mnm ’“ YOURS FREE 
affordable monthly saving into a substantial lump sum to WHEN YOU REPLY! 
any time from ten to twenty years- 

’ , . . . This elegant pen and pencil set is 

Over the last ten years, we have achieved an average when fan find cat more 

growth of up to 9.4%'pA - if a man aged 24 had started saving p LUS £ l5 mnb of Marks St. Spencer 

£50 a month ten years ago, today he could be receiving a vouchers when you start saving! 

fliMj iw for £ 9 , 772 T You **?" save from £50 a month from ten 

up to twenty years. So if you want to make your savings work SCOTTISH WIDOWS 
harder, find out more today. — 1,1 - ^ 

l*urd hv Scottish WkW Fund ind Life Anurancc Soctcrr. • mutual company. Regulated by the Per»ocu] In-otmcM Authority 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


Agrawala had paid in a total 
of £3.600 over ten years, but 



»» ox 084 5 S45 5000 


NO COST - NO OBLIGATION - NO SALESPERSON WILL CALL_ _ 

Return ux Scottish Widow*. Costumier Service* Depanmem, FREEPOST EH29Z0, 16 Bernard Street, Edinburgh EH6 6PE 
Open co UK residents only. Only one pen *nd pencil set per household. 


* Surname ran 
| First Namth 



of £3.600 over ten years, but 
cme month ago unlucky Sonya 
got back just £3.583.51, or a 
loss of £17.49. 

Meanwhile, other invest- 
ments over the same perio d 
had raced ahead. The FTSE 
100 index jumped from a post- 
crash low of below 1,700 pants 
in early 1988 Co more than 
5^00 by die beginning erf Last 
month — a gain of more than 
300 per cent if Mr Agrawala 
had put the money into 
Pferpehial^s UK Growth unit 
trust it would have grown to 
£&625. Even if he had put the 
money into a Halifax account 
it would have grown to 
£4.43059 and received a free 
shares bcffius worth more than 
£2.000 today. 

Mr Agrawala. a planning 


Pradeep an d Sonya Agrawala are s tiff smiting in spite of die £3JS83S1 return from a total investment of £3,600 


engineer from Wembley Park 
in North London, said: “I find 
it impossible to understand 
how a lag company can con- 
tinue to run a fund like this, 
which is purely savings relat- 
ed and does not even return 
the contribution over a long 
period of ten years. I was 


We call IT the 
Investment Trust PEP 


Investing tax free is now really straightforward 
thanks to The Edinburgh Fond Managers . 
Investment Trust PEP - giving you access to^l^ 
trusts in markets all around the world. 


The low cost Investment Trust PEP makes the 
most of your regular monthly savings or lump 
sum investment - so you can do more with the 
money you take out. 


No dealing charges* 

£30 initial charge, no exit charge 
Annual charge 0J% - max £40 


under the impression that if 
you put money into regular 
savings month after month 
then after cm years you could 
exp e ct a reasonable return. I 
find tile whole thing totally 
incomprehensible.’* 

Mr Agrawala was the vic- 
tim erf life assurance sales 
methods c ommon at the time 
he signed up to the polity, just 
months before the mtroduo- 
tkm of die Financial Services 
ACL He was contacted in 1968 
by a saleswoman for Regency 
Life, which was bought by 
Aegon in 199L 

He says the saleswoman at 
the time — “a girlfriend of a 
friend of a friend’*— told him 
that property was the best 
investment for his daughter's 
nest egg. She advised him to 
pot all the money into die 
Property Series U fond, which 
was invested in commercial 
property such as offices and 
shopping centres, even though 
Regency offe re d a range of 
umt-tiniced funds with much. 
safer 1 iidrprofifeSt 

“She 'told me that property 
would be a very safe bet— you 
have to remember this was the 
late 1980s — but 1 didn’t know - 
it was alt going into commer- 
cial property,” said Mr 
Agrawala. 

One respected independent 
financial adviser, Roddy Kohn 
of Bristol-based Kohn Cougar, 
says that no one should be 
advised to piri all of a regular 
savings plan into a single, 
high-risk area such as com- 
mercial property. He said: 
"Investors with small amounts 
should consider a unit trust 
savings plan with the money 
going into a general managed 


or broadly spread intematian- 
al equity fund.” 

Regency also levied high 
charges on Mr Agrawala's £30 
a month Universal Savings 
Plan, pocketing his first nine 
months’ contributions in 
charges and extracting 
another £1 a month as a policy 
fee. Furthermore, Regency 


proved to be a poor manager 
of property investments, with 
its performance lagging most 
ofits competitors. 

Mr Agrawala is angry tint 
Regency and then Aegon 
failed to' take remedial action 
to improve the fund's perfor- 
mance or to keep him notified 
of how badly it was doing. An 
investor can expect to receive 
an annual statement on the 
progress of any policy. And if 
it is unit-linked, tine investor 
would usually be given the 


usually be given the 
of a free switch into 


option of a free switc 
other investment areas. 


H e. said: "Nob6dy 

wrote to me suggest- 

switch my investment into 
another area. I didn’t even 
receive any annual reports 
from Regency, although I did 
when Aegon took over.” 
Aegon Financial Sendees 
(AFS), which sold pohries via a 
direct safes force for most of die 
1990s, has bow fallen into the 
hands of . the Life Assurance 
Holding Corporation, a vulture 
company set up to acquire 
ailing insurance companies. 
The administration for AFS 
policies is carried out by Scot- 
tish Equitable, which is also 
owned by Aegon, a large Dutch 
insurer based in The Hague. 
Scott White, an Aegon 


"Nobody 

suraest- 


spokesman, said that oily 
around L000 people bought the 
Regency Universal Savings 
Plan. “The charges on the 
policy woe fairly standard for 
the time, and you must remem- 
ber that die policy also offered 
life assurance cover worth 75 
per cent of the total premiums. 

The key factor appears to be the 
type of investment selected. If 
he had chosen Regency’s bal- 
anced fund, his policy would 
have beat worth £5*200. 

The polky was sold before 
the Financial Services Act, and 
Regency would have simply set 
up the contract as instructed. 
The saleswoman was working 
on a general agency agree- 
ment. not a restricted agency 
basis, which means she wasn’t 
a direct saleswoman for Regen- 
cy but could sell the products of 
several different companies.” 

Mr White added that polity- 
holders with Scottish Equitable 
are sent an annual statement 
an the progress of their policy, 
including a switch form for 
anybody wife' wants to move. 
thorinVestments around. 

What lessons can be learnt 
from Mr Agrawala's misfor- 
tune? Mr Agrawala is tile first 
to say that he did not properly 
monitor his investment, imped- 
ed by die lade of information 
from Regency. “It goes to show 
tiie pitfalls of not monitoring 
tiie investments, particularly 
unit-linked ones with insur- 
ance companies.” 

Mr Kohn added: “It says a 
lot about tiie structure j of 
charges at the time, but a* lot 
has been done since then to 
ensure investors have more 
information to allow them to 
make a more informed choice.” 


[km Ivf* 


‘IS Ability’: All our PEPs will convert to 
the new Individual Savings Accounts 
(ISA) subject to government rules 


FREE BANKING FOR BUSINESSES 


Outstanding performance 


Average Highest Rate Building Society Account £1,245 . £2,885 
Average Unit Trost £1,708 ££$46 


0383 


Edinburgh Fund Managers is one of the UK’s 
leading Investment Trust managers. The group 
also provides Savings Schemes, Personal 
Pensions, Unit Trusts and Private Client 
Management. 

To find out more ask your Financial Adviser or 
call our Helpline FREE on 0800 838 993. 



Mi 
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At Investec Bank (UK) you can have free banking 
and eahi a high interestrate on your balance... 


• 60 transactions per month free of charge 

• 4.65% gross p ja. interest rate 

• Minimum balance of £2,001 

No minimum cheque withdrawal or deposit 


^SFu' Nr * S 



Higher rates also available on Notice deposits. 


RramMxnutapiBMcaBoY24-Jmaitawi2Annetm017J-2Q3-1hS(loral|{)n?uiaff 

faxmt onOITIJOl-lSSOtanwi ten mi 5pm Monday so FmUv. 

. Afemotw^ con^to die coupon and RttEfOSTiito uv 
fa yorxori* khphcmak 


Edinburgh 


INVESTE® 

INVESTEC BANK (UK) UMITED 


Edinburgh Fund Managers pic, Donaldson House, 97 Haymarker Terrace, Edinburgh EH12 5HD. 


* Imwec Bn* (UKj linAd. RSERSC Utttai EC4B 4«N 


Regulated by IMRO and The Personal Investment Authority. Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future p erformance. The value of in vestments and the income 
from rlvm may foil as wdl as rise and investors may get bade less than they originally invested. The value of any tax relief will' depend on die bufividnol drcamscances of 
the invescot Tbegovernroenr is to launch a new tax-favoured savings plan for.indrndnals, the Individual Savings Account (ISA), which will replace PEPs from April 19 99 
lymmrAc Evknng PFPs will he transferable Bo ISAs at market valne up to an overall fimh of £50.000. In the meantime, von will not be disadvantaged by investing in a PEP. 
It should be remembered that a building society account is noc exposed co stock marker risks and provides, in die case of the -average account, immediate access co cspoaL 


j Name: 

S Name of Business:. 


*As with aH *qnity mv wmpms the value of investment trusts’ shares purchased will immetfiafrlv be reduced by the difference between die buying and sdlmg prices of the - -J knatn B 

«haty p (the marker mak«\ vprrad) and stamp duty. ^Sotnce MicropaL mid to mid,, gross income reinvested as at 1.1.98. 1P/T/D1 i 
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Merrefl tunes in to the options available to Liam arid Noel Gallagher 
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BUILD A BIGGER NEST-EGG WITH 
THE TEMPLETON ‘GLOBAL' PEP 



P ensions planning, an ac- 
tivity that was once the 
province of the prudent 
wage slave, has attracted the 
attention of Nodi and t in™ 
Gallagher, the tearaway broth- 
ers of the Britpop band Oasis. 

In an uncharacteristically 
mature move, the brothers are 
reported to have poured a total 
of £12 millio n into pensions, 
perhaps in an effort to beat the 
labyrinthine carry forward and 
carry back rules that allow 
unused pension allowances of 
several years to be used up 
before the end of the tax year. 

Liam, at 25, the younger of 
the two brothers, is said to have 
chosen to invest a total of £5 
million in some species of 
pension plan. His youth means 
that he is entitled to invest a 
maximum of 175 per cent of his 
annual income in a personal 
pension plan. The Revenue, 
however, caps the amount of 
earnings on which pension 
contributions can be based. 
With die earnings cap current- 
ly set at £84,000. Uara may 


‘invest .only £14.700 in the 
current tax year; although be 
would also benefit from 40 per 
cent tax relief (£0.800). • 

It seems unlikely that the 
younger Gallagher would have 
made a pension provision be- 
fore this point, so his financial 
adviser may have allocated 
some more of . his millions 
under the carry back provi- 
sions which aDow you to exploit 
any unused allowances from 
the previous year. 

This could be of benefit if, by 
some e xtr a ordi nary quirk of 
the rock business.' he had only 
paid tax at the basic rate of 23 
per cent in the previous year. 
Any carry back payment would 
attract tax relief at die rate of 
die year in which the contribu- 
tion was made. 

If Liam Gallagher wants to 
make this extra pension provi- 
sion, and in the unlikely event 
that he is classified as self- 
employed, then he would have 
had to alert the Revenue via his 
seltassessmeat form. Any tax 
relief on the contribution that 


Take action before end of tax year 


I f you are inspired by Liam and Nod’s 
example, you should act before the end of 
the tax year. There are rumours that the 
Chancellor may be planning to abolish 
higher tale relief on pensions. Although 
some would say this is unlikely given that 
pensions and pension provision are current- 
ly the subject of a review, tins did not stop 
Gordon Brown from withdrawing the divid- 
end tax credit given to pensrantfirnds in his. 
first Budget 

■ You can contribute up to 15 per cent of 
your salary to a company pension. If you are 
not paying in the full amount, you can make 
additional voluntary contributions (AVCs). 
The Inland Revenue permits you to pay 
from 175 per cent to 40 per rent of your 
earnings into a pension, depending on your 
age. Only personal pension plan holders can 
use the cany forward and cany bade 


provisions, so taking advantage of the 
unused reliefs of the previous six years. If 
you have badly neglected your pension in 
die past, you should consult a financial 
adviser or actuary specialising in personal 
pensions:. 

■ You should look for a plan that allows 
you to vary your contributions and to trice 

with initial units are to be avtrided because 
threOi.are ( simply r a way of paying more 
cotumissioH to middlemen. Chartwefl In- 
vestment Management (01225 446556) pain 
fishes, a guide to “dean pensions" ({Hire 
£1250). These are flexible plans with low 
charges! BESt Investment has prepared a 


worst buys £9.99 (0171-321 0100). 


ANNE ASHWORTH 





WE'RE STACKING SAVINGS HIGH 
AND SELLING 'EM CHEAP 

When it comes to tax efficient savings, this is the place to shop. 

Our policy is discounts, discounts, discounts! Whatever scheme you opt for. 
We pioneered discount saving. And whilst we have our imitators, 
nobody beats us for value or efficiency. 

We handle all the top brands. So which do you choose? 

Much of course, depends on your circumstances. ■ _ 

To help you, we've produced a series of easy-to-follow fact sheets. 

The Saving, Superstore ta a no-frill,, exeartion only semre for 
the cost conscious invertor and is a division °f ChekeaRna 

For more information call The Savings Supeirtore. 

or return the coupon (no stamp required). 

_ „ - freepost 2/1 Harbour Yard, 

The Savings Superstore, rRt 0 171 351 6022 

Chelsea Harbour, London SWjW KSMS. r M DOU»T ABOUT WSW WWSMW l*H* 

_ ! v,H< rhpk#a Hartiour, London SW10 OVL 

THE ! p^ C S^i«your Discount Saving Fact Pack. 


TU r> J Yard, Chi 

THE j pi®** 
SAVINGS j Name — 

SUPERSTORE j -*» 

“jssarass i — 


had been carried. back would 
- beretomedtoGidlagherviaa 
refund of tax. ' 

Gallagher could also make 
some contributions under die 
cany forward scheme. This 
allows unused pension allow- 
ances from previous years to be 
used up. 

The carry forward provi- 
sions relate to up to six years 
previously, so if at the tender 
age of 19. Liam Gallagher had 
contributed less than 175 per 
rent of net relevant earnings 
in to a pension, then he can 
choose to invest any shortfall 
this year. However, he can 
only use up these past pension 
■ contributions if be has made 
the maximum contribution 
this year. . . 

Nod Gallagher* allowances 
are very similar to those of his 
brother; be, too, is allowed to 
invest only 175 per cent of his 
annual salary in a personal 
pension, subject to the overall 
cap of £84*000. hi five years’ 
tune, the amount Nod can 
invest wifl increase to 20 per 


cent This rises to a total of 40 
per cent when the Gallaghers 
reach the ripe old age of 61. 


Because both brothers’ earn- 
ings screed the «minp rep, 
they face the problem of saving 
enough in a pensions scheme to 
ensure that they can continue to 
enjoy the trappings of stardom 
in their dotage. In order to do 
this, they could choose to in vest 
in a Funded Unapproved Re- 
tirement Benefit Scheme 
(Furbs), which prorides retire- 
ment benefits for those affected 
by the earnings cap. The fact 


that one of these schemes is 
"unapproved” simply means 
that no tax relief is given on 
contributions. 

Another way they could get 
around the earnings cap would 
be to set up a series of 
companies based around dif- 
ferent parts of their businesses, 
according to Charles Levett- 
Scrivener, of Towry Law. the 
financial advisers. He said: 
“They could then set up many 
different schemes. Each one 
would benefit from its own 
earnings cap.” 


All PBtSONAl EQUITY PLANS LOOK THE 
SAME UNTIL YOU TAKE A CLOSER LOOK. 
INVEST DM TEMPLETON'S ’GLOBAL* PEP AND 
YOU COULD FBI ON TOP OF THE WORLD. 

T empleton has a 43-year ixack 
record of inwesting for higher 
growth . By se archin g the world 
tor die top investment bargains, 
we have produced outstanding returns. 

For example, if you'd invested in 
the Timplecon 'Global' PEP in 1 993,® 
your, tax-free holding would have 
nearly doubled: £1,000 would be 
worth £1,921; £6,000 - the most you 
can invest in one tax year — would 


With savings plans from as hole as 
£20 per month, almost anyone can 
afford to invest with Templeton. 

Becoming a Templeton PEP-holder 
.is easy. For more information, visit our 
website at www.iniqpleroBuoa.uk or for 
an application form, call Templeton Ghent 

Services on freefone 0800 97 97 98 . 

M Templeton 

Ite ttC dkt jCMO hfllira Fnnkfin Tbnplnoji Group 


Tb Ihmpleioe Registration Office, nmu 
Preepon EH2721, 17 Ntpitf Squre, 
Uvtapton EH54 5JUL 

Plana nod w ■ Murky AppBcttton form and 
mon intanuMioa oa tfca TampUcm “daksT PUP. 


now be worth £1 1526- j 

The reason for our consistent i*"" 

excellence is that we search die whole 

world for stocks we believe are worth 

more than the asking price. If you 

already have a PER yon can simply : f \ 

tranafrr your account co the ‘Global’ PEP. I- — "J 

I— . HI — Lri-gfpJarf hf Iimm AatoM, mi a mmtri rf itir H iif , i ' i iii Mntfnnf 

Cb~ |>i, pofromc ■ nnmir i mir ■» tmrm.Ua na fal amidl a. eml»I maan aw, net pi lul ibr U woa mwiML 
O»B0^iMB,ntkaBllaMltaH«talr«kldBdlUmnb.ifr i atirraiauNniaaitfmirrU 
ilnan m Ai Hmfli i ■ Vil.i TiM TSK m ike lcaflm GUal C«— * Tho. » loM A M MhidH Ufttt Uiai 741 41UU 
L *T f, .. . - ifipiin^'ini f.nnwii rvw «. i-j ftM arp * m« i « r itoy jwJ um. ab mi tpal 

■ yn-fnalaDnoti Akop not im Bmnd Adrmo. ISupitlm MuMI a dalUTHPibiid iMr ihx.nAptttn 

■ir<(ia,i I In im ■■liitan !!>■ Hmm i J In mil an ail fimli nf i nn «|m ii rt l mm ia iri rirfwiT fITTt n itir irhai -f ita~ 

yc*. The tea; <d PEIS ■ ab an Md-or HM Gkamanrt natiR pqa at tefcnU Snap An» (KM t-od a. Donator |«VT 


Income 





Capital Growth 


massive 

growth 


THE MERCURY INCOME PEP 

Imagine you had been able to invest in aqaa QQA QQA 

the Mercury Income PEP at the Fund’s NOW OOZ C5C5.TT 



Imagine you had been able to hvest in 
the Mercury Income PEP at the Fund’s 
launch in 1984. The gross income paid 
to you In 1997 would have been over 
150% more than the Income you 
received in the Funds first yean Look beneath the surface 
and your capital would also have grown by a massive 
392%*. 

For more informadbh and a special 2% PEP 
discount worth up to £120; call us now, return the 
coupon or contact your financial adviser. 

Mercury is commited to offering 
a FREE switch from all Mercury 
PEPs into a Mercury ISA in 
April 1999, 


To: Brochure Requests, Mercury Asset Managment, FRffiPOST KE4S30, 
London EC4B 4DQ. Please send me detaOs of the Mercury Income Fund. 
PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING USING BLOCK CAPITALS. 


Surname 


Forenames in full 


Address 


Postcode 



MERCURY 

A 1 A N , 
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Caroline Merrell explains the thinking behind the buyback 
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% Halifax’s new scenario 


C 


The BFS Geared Income PEP topped 
the February 1 998 Dally Telegraph 
PEP guide with 63% growth over one 
year (with income resnvested). 

To find out more about this top- " 
performing PEP, please call us on 
01483 237773. 



The Investment Trust Specialists 
REGULATED BY IMRO 
White Lodge Farm, Goose Rye Road, 
Woipfesdon, Siney GU3 3RO 
*ftojected gross annual yield on KKJ98 based on 
rmtpnce of Geaed Income OtSnary shuss af SSL^p 


Toe Bro fcar Financial Services pic. 
FREEPOST, Whits Lodge Form, Goose Rye 
Road. Wtuptesdon, Surrey GU3 3BR. 

Please send me U details of the BFS Geared 
Income PSP □ Other Investment Trust 
opportunities □ 


iU*fcteasQC*oie) 


T he flotation of the build- 
ing societies created 
millions of new share- 
holders. Those who decided to 
retain their shares are slowly 
being educated in the ways of 
the stock market The subject 
of the latest lesson for Halifax 
investors is the share buyback. 
During the announcement 

of its 1997 profits, the bank 
revealed that it would be 
spending up to £1 billion 
buying back, its own shares. 
The Halifax also announced 
its 17J3p per share dividend for 
the year, payable on May - 11 
and worth £57.75 to a customer 
with the average holding of 
330 Shares. 

The share buyback pro- 
gramme was greeted unenthu- 
siastically by some analysts 
because they believed that the 
Halifax should have used 
some of its E4 billion in spare 
cash to pay shareholders a 
special one-off dividend, like 
the Woolwich. As investors are 
discovering, the value of a 
share buyback to shareholders 
is far more difficult to 
quantify. 


What exactly is a share 
buyback? 


A share buyback is when 
a company goes into the 
market to buy its own shares 
at a certain price. The com- 
pany then cancels the shares. 
A smaller number of shares 


FOR THE BEST DEALS YET 

l SAVINGS UP TO 5 % > 


100% INITIAL COMMISSION DISCOUNT 

PLUS ANY PEP PROVIDER DISCOUNT 


- AND 


*Our Corporate Bond PEP could give 
. you a higher tax-free income. '■ 


NO HANDLING FEES 


Bar (farther dearth or Ewdoa oalyawlnc aid p m — tl : 

Financial Discounts BlfWct 


8 am -8nt WEEKDAYS 9*N-6nc WEEKENDS 
PLEASE QUOTE RERC7D107 


Legal^^ 

General 


FREEPOST - ALTON • HANTS * GU 34 IBR- 
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Portfolio Fund of Ponds 

14,73% 

Fidelity Money Boflder Plus 

14.71% 

tfoqpo Grenfell Managed 

(4.46% 

Royal Life Managed 

14.44% ] 

1 Royal ft SmiABtamce PortfoOo 

1457% 


15-47% 
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SAP Master Fond 

UL50% 

TSB Sdeclor 

1240% 
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A Hide extra: Halifax has announced that it intends to use £1 billion of its cash surplus to boy back its own shares 


means that earnings per share 
are greater. Only companies 
that have a surplus of cash are 
in a position to cany out such 
examples of financial eng- 
ineering. 


shares that are included in the 
FTSE 100 index (Footsie) of 
leading shares, with the aim of 
imitating the performance of 
the index. The Halifax is a 
Footsie stock. 


Why is the Halifax bay- 
ing back the shares? 


H The Halifax suffers from 
having an excess of capi- 
tal. around £4 billion to be 
precise. The board believes 
that spending £1 billion on its 
own shares will be better for 
shareholders than leaving the 
money as cash, which will 
earn around 7 per oent 
interest - • 


rTTJ At what price will the 
L X l Halifax buy back the 
shares? 


® The Halifax refused to 
reveal the price that it 
was willing to pay for its 
shares. But on Wednesday 
Merrill Lynch, the broker, 
spent around £46 million buy- 
ing up shares at 961p. 


chief executive, claims that the 
prices of UK shares are just 
too high at the moment for 
him to make a purchase. He 
said: "There is an awfoUot of 
froth." 

However, the Halifax is still 
hoping to make a purchase at 
some point The bank is 
hoping to diversify away from 
its core businesses. Its share of 
die mortgage market has been 
hit by new competitors that 
offer better and cheaper prod- 
ucts. A life insurance com- 
pany, such as the Norwich 
Union, might be be an obvious 
purchase. 


strong run. but low inflation 
and law interest rates mean 
that shares in the financials 
could still continue to rise. 
There is also a possibility that 
the Halifax will buy another 
company, when it is prudent 
to do so. Making the correct 
purchase could be good for the 
share price. 


When will the Halifax 
pay the dividend? 


[7^1 What is die effect of a 
l^cl share buyback on the 
price of stock? 


17^1 What other action eoidd 
» VI the Halifax have taken 
to use up surplus capital? 


~r\ A share buyback effect- 
£*J ivriy underpins the 
share price because as soon as 
the price falls to a certain level, 
the Halifax's brokers, Merrill 
Lynch and Cazenove, will step 
in to mop up the stocks 
The investing institutions, 
who hold around at(g§d of the 
shares of Ha^kgji^iSB^likdy 
to sell because many now run 
index-traekfir trusts. These 
trusts must hold the same 


fT] the Halifax could 
[£»l have spent the money in 
the same way as the Wool- 
wich. by paying a special 
dividend to shareholders. 

Many brokers with small 
shareholder clients fed that 


fTTl WiD die share buyback 
have any effect on the 
way shareholders fray and 
sell shares? 


rn The dividend will be 
£*1 paid out by the company 
on May 11, while the ex- 
dividend date will be March 9. 

If shares are bought on or f 
after this date through a 
broker the new owner will nut 
be entitled to receive the May 
1998 dividend 


Hind tli 


S No, anyone will be able 
to buy and sell shares in 
die usual way through their 
brokers. 


[7*\j How will tiie dividend 
IVl be pud to share- 
holders? 


lu vva n I 


this might be a much better 
way of dealing with the excess 


Should shareholders 
sdl their stock? 


way of dealing with the excess 
capital than going through a 
buyback programme. Same 
analysts believe that the Hali- 
fax should use its capital to 
purchase another company. 

Mike Blackburn, Halifax's 


S in spite of the feet that 
'shares in theHalife&are 


trading .at 20 tuner, earnings, 
many believe that the shares 
are still worth holding. The 
banking sector has had a very 


® The dividend will be 
paid .directly into the 
account holding the shares, or 
by cheque if the shareholders 
did not specify the account. 
This dividend relates to- the 
full financial year of 1997. In 
future, dividends will normal- 
ly be paid half-yearly in May 
and October. 
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The Scottish Mortgage and Trust 


A low cost PEP... 
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BrOmnla nmd Manager* LJntUnL artuanla Court. 50 Badmva Street Giasgow G2 0HH 
PItWfead me more oo BcftannlaV MaiuxMl rorUbUo Fund 


a Savings Scheme 


Many people also choose Scotfi$h 
A/iortg-aoe tor scvinci. ihe Sovinq? 3c ns'rpv 
offers Tie flexibiiity to so vs either regularly 
or occasionally, again or law cost. 


The Scottish Mortgage & Tnist PIC is managed by Baiflie Gifford & Co. Scotland's largest independently owned investment 
firm. For further information and an application form for the PEP or the Savings Scheme please contact us on 
FREECALL 0500 418008, Fax 0131 222 4490, E-mail: enquiry_ti@bailliegifford.co.uk 
■ or return the coupon below..- 
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^rji) * Northern roars into pole position 



stge and Tf 



»H h rln I ™» for the 

f “Shfl-paymg savings 
viSf’SS'*" 13116 3 more rfaed 

KSSSfits 

r? a „?o e h, - 8hest ret*™- SSl 

$?]£? 1“** ; kp away which 

shouW give a better deaf for aS 
savers, not only the top 

_J^ a . sud ? 1 ?n burst of virtue, 
from Weekend 
Mmiey, the Northern Rock has de- 

JJ*?!* mfon ^ 311 customers of 
rate changes arid new accounts. 

Faced with the evidence of poor 
retum^ tormerty cnmplaeent sav- 
era in Northern Rode? older. ^ 
generous accounts will be shocked 
mto switching to hewer versions. 


asm 

| COMMENT H 

|j^ 

ANNE ASHWORTH 
Personal Finance Editor 


Meanwhile, the Northern Rock 
will rtsetf benefit fmm its change of 
heart as more cnstainas opt to 
keep faith with h and become 
borr owers, as wefl as savers. The- 
prafitenhanang results of this 
scheme should force die 
bank's competitors to foOow snH , 

Loan ranger 

THE Consumer Credit Act is faU- 
ing inits aim to protect borrowers, 
partly because both !«»« and len- 


ders have become mote sophistic- 
ated. Once, the percen tag e 

rate gave a dear picture of the true 
cost of a mortgage. But because 
lenders now pJwitatp their fi»H 
and discounted rales in a number 
of different ways, the fignreis now 
useless. Redemption penalties, as 
we reveal on pages 57-58, are 
another area of confusioa 
Nigd Griffiths, the Consumer 
Affairs Minister, is now consulting 
an various aspects of rang u mw 
credit, indnding APRs. He should 


extend this review to the whole Act 
A reform of consumer credit laws 
would not make the reputation 
that he so hugely desires. But it 
would make fife simpler for the 
hapless borrower. 

Just in case 

Theoffices of accountants are full 
just now of clients attempting to 
use evoy tax concession before the 
Budget. Yet the Treasury has chos- 
en to target an obscure trust loop- 
hole only die fabulously wealthy 
can afford to exploit Some say the 
move is a smokescreen, intended to 
give the impression that the Chan- 
cellor is being tough on tax avoi- 
dance. They claim this means he 
will not fed obliged to do much 
more in the Budget However, 
those currently arranging their tax 
affairs are unlikely to cease, prefer- 
ring to be safe, rather than sorry. 
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Clare Stewart says it's capital how these trusts top the ratings 


m 




0345 321 015 


Going for fee splits can often be painful but fee results are usually worthwhile 

Mind the gap if 
you want to split 

A ppearances can be de- 
ceptive, not least when 
it comes to perfor- 


A ppearances can be de- 
ceptive, not least when 
it comes to perfor- 
mance tables. Sharpeyed in- 
vestors comparing investment 
trust performances cannot fail 
to have been impressed fay. the 
returns from split-capital 
trusts. 

These trusts have been rac- 
ing away and leaving conven- 
tional investment trusts 
looking a little lacklustre. Fig- 
ures from Micropal. the in- 
vestment performance 



of the 1997 top ten investment 
trust perform ers. 

Growth of 38S.6I per cent in 
the year to the beginning of 
March puts Scottish Nation- 
al’s split-capital trust the lead- 
er on a one-year basis. Taking 
conventional investment 
trusts alone, the top performer 
mi a oneyear basis is Foreign 
& Colonial Enterprise Trust 
with growth of 76.09 per cent 

William Ecdes, a director of 
Foreign & Colonial Ventures, 
said; “The gap between fee 
two types of trust has become 
very' obvious as the markets 
have been so strong." But he 
says that comparing fee two 
groups means the perform- 
ance tables are distorted, 
which “may be seriously mis- 
leading investors". 

Foreign & Colonial is a 
successful and long-estab- 


lishid mv^tmerrf group, but 
does not have split-capital 
trusts, so you might be forgiv- 
en fix- taking the view that fee 
company “would say feat 
wouldn’t if, as Mandy Rice- 
Davies once said so famously 
in another place. . 

But fee advice of “mind the 
gap" is worth bearing in mind 
when looking at the complicat- 
ed workings of spfit-capital 
trusts: Mark Dear, of fee 
financial advisers Holden 
Meehan, says “Wetread very 
carefully with investment 
trusts especially with split- 
capital trusts, and issue huge 
health warnings. Wegeneraffy 
expect people to be experi- 
enced investors." 

Split trusts invest in a range 
of companies, as do conven- 
tional trusts, but differ in key 
ways. They issue several types 
erf share, and have a limited 
life so feat after a specified 
period of say five or ten years 
are wound up, and sharehold- 
ers receive the assets. 

In their simplest form, a 
split-capital trust divides its 
shares into income shares, 
which pay income in fee form 


of dividends during the life of 
fee trust, and capital shares, 
which pay the capital growth 
from fee trust’s investment 
when it is wound up. 

. There are a number of other 
classes of share feat may be 
iss ued suc h’as zero dividend 
preference 7 shartes, whkhpay 
out a predetermined . sum 
when die trust is wound up. 
The different classes of shares 
that are on offer mean inves- 
tors can match them to their 
investment requirements. 

Each class of share comes 
with a different tax Jutixfity. 
For example, gains made 
when a trust is wound up will 
be liable to capital gains tax. 
but will look attractive to a 
taxpayer who can offset any 
liability against their full an- 
nual allowance, currently 
£6500. 

When a trust is wound up, 
fee different share classes are 
repaid in order of their priori- 
ty. This year and next will see 
a number erf trusts coming to 
fee end. of their lives, and 
while shareholders wffl be 
offered the opportunity to roll 
over into a new trust, they will 
also be. able to take their 
rooneyouL 

This is. already having an 
impact on the market,, as the 
disappearance of trusts re- 
duces choice for investors, and 
has helped to drive prices up 
as demand outstrips supply. 






income Unit Trusts - c c Growth over 5 years 
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Jupiter’s Income fund 
- the star performer 


12 Ml 


LLION INVESTORS TRUST FIDELITY 


YES. YES. 



t is consistent investment performance strategy carried through by a team of top- 


over time which will determine the value of 
your PER 


quality, long-serving fund managers. 

For details of the Jupiter income Trust/PEP 


Over five years Jupiter's Income Trust has talk to your financial adviser, call us free now or 


handsomely beaten the top income funds 
from each of the leading groups shown above. 
It has also risen half as much again as the 
FTSE All-Share Index over the period. 

Jupiter’s performance achievement stems 


return the coupon. 



Jupiter 


16.1% AVERAGE ANNUAL RETURN. TAX-FREE. 
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from an active and consistent .investment Leaders in long-term performance 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL FREE ON 0500 0500 98 


To; Investor Support Jupiter Unit Trust Managers Ltd.. Knigmsbndge House, 197 Khightsbridge, London SW7 1RB 
Please send me further information on: Jupiter Income Trust Q The Jupiter PEP Q PEP Transfer Q 
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Tessa boosted as 
rates rise to 8% 


T essa rates at Norwich 
and Peterborough 
Building Society are to 
rise on Tuesday. The variable 
interest rate on the Tessa 
Select (first Tessa) and Tessa 
Elite II (follow-on Tessa) will 
be S per cent gross, up from 
7.85 per cent. Only one Tessa 
may be held at a time by an 
investor and interest is credit’ 
ed on the anniversary of the 
account being opened. The 
minimum investment is £100. 
and the maximum is E9.000. 
Both accounts are subject to 
loss of interest if the account is 
closed or transferred. 
Bradford and Bingley Build- 
ing Society already offers a 
rate of S per cent, but the 
minimum balance required 
on its first Tessa is E500. 


with your local tax office. 


■ The Inland Revenue is 
asking taxpayers to give their 
views on self-assessment 
Comments on what aspects of 
the form-filling went well and 
what aspects need improve- 
ment are particularly sought 
Write to Clive Hall. Inland 
Revenue, Business Opera- 
tions Division. Room 416. 
South West Wing. Bush 
House, Strand, London. 
WC2B 4RD, to arrive by May 
29. Specific comments on. or 
inquiries about personal tax 
affairs should be discussed 


■ English Heritage ts keep- 
ing its joining fees at 1997 
prices until April I this year. A 
family of two adults and all 
children under 21 can enjoy a 
year's unlimited free access to 
more than 120 properties and 
historic sites, such as Stone- 
henge. for £40. Members also 
receive free entry to Charles 
Darwin’s home, Down 
House. Downe. near Brom- 
ley, Kent which is due to open 
this April. Individual mem- 
berships are: adults, £23; se- 
nior citizens. £1450; 16 to 20- 
year-olds. £15: and, juniors, 
£10. Telephone 0171-973 3434 
for an application form before 
March 13. or you can pay by 
credit card over the telephone 
by March 31. 


Lizanne Rose 


GUARANTEED INCOME BONDS 


ANNUAL INCOME 
Rates as at February 26, 19% 


Investment (£) Company 


Standard 
Rate (%) 


Ham bra Assured 
GE Fin Assur 


2 Years 


Hambro Assured 
ITT Lon & Edin 
GE Fin Assur 


3 Years 


4 Years 


1,000 

3,000 

20,000 

50,000 


Hambro Assured 
nT London & Ed 
GE Fin Assur 
GE Fin Assur 


Hambro Assured 
ITT London & Ed 
Hambro Assured 


5 Years 


1.000 Hambro Assured 5.40 

3.000 ITT London & Ed 5.80 

10.000 Hambro Assured 5.85 


Source: Chmbertaki da ftofi 0171-434 4222. Nrt rates. Income and capital guaranteed. 
Early surrender, forms vary. Monthly Income may be available. 
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TIMES MONEY INFORMATION SERVICE 



INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNTS 


Account 


Notice 
of term 


Interest 

Deposit Rate paid 


Standard Life Bank 0345 555657 
Scottish Widows Bank 0845 8450829 
Safeway 0800 995995 
Northern Rock 0845 600 6767 


Direct Access 
instant Access 
Direct Savings 
Save Dir Insf 


InstantT 

instants 

InstantB 

instants 


£1 

£100 

£1,000 

£5,000 


n, 


£ 


r” 



-13 



-13 

fa 


-11 


■ Ten of the most commonly 
asked questions on stakehold- 
er pensions have been an- 
swered in Legal 8 General’s 
free fads heet It reveals the 
tax advantages in opting for a 
stakeholder pension, how 
much it will cost you, and if it 
is better for you to stay with 
your employer’s pension 
scheme. Call 0500409 090 for 
a copy or visit L&G's Website 
an www.Iandg.com. 


NOTICE ACCOUNTS & BONDS 


Account 


Notice Interest 

of term Deposit Rate paid 


Scarborough BS 01723 500616 
Bristol & West 0800 202121 
Northern Rock 0500 505000 
Birmingham Midshires 0646.720721 


Scarborough 30 30 day 

Postal 30 30 day p 

S eject 90 90 day p 

First Class 120 120 dayp 


£1,000 

£10,000 

£10,000 

£ 10,000 


FIRST TESSAS (TAX FREE) 


Notice 

of term 


Interest 

Deposit Rate paid 


Norwich & Peterbro BS 01733 372222 
Bradford & Bingley BS 0800 592588 
Lambeth BS 0800 326632 
Mansfield BS 01 246 20205S 


Postal Tessa 


£100 8.00 Yiy 

£500 8.00 " Yly 

£1,800 7.95 Yly 

£500 7.90 Yly 



91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 


CREDIT C 


CREDIT CARDS 

Card type 

Interest 
per month 

APR% 

free per 
annum 

Capital One Bank 0800 669000 

Visa 

0.57%N 

6.90%N 

Nil 

RBS Advanta 0800 077770 

Visa 

0.64%N 

7J90%N 

N3 

Co-operative Bank 0800 109000 

Advantage Visa 

0.69%NC 

8£0%N 

NS 


PERSONAL 


PERSONAL LOANS 

Northern Rock 0345 421421 
Direct Line 0181 680 9966 
RBS Direct 0800 121125 


APR 

9-90%H 

12.80%A 

12.80% 


Monthly payment on £5j000 for 3yr* 
with insurance no insurance 


£183.13 

£183.75 

£188.15 


£166.11 

£168.38 

£166.38 


NB. A *» Mrwnum aga 22 yean, B = Operated by post or telephone, C = no interest free period, F = Food (fete. H ■ If 
insurance not sminged APR 12.7 per cent, N = Iraroductery rate tor ■ Bm&ed period, P - Opetteod by PoaLT » Operated by 


Telephone. 

•RATES SHOWN ARE GROSS AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
PLEASE CHECK RATES BEFORE INVESTING 
Sauna ManeyFacts. the Manthfy GudB to Investments Mortgage Rates tpl€B2.SOOfIT7) 



PIBSv 




FIXED RATE 


% Minimum 

Gross Buying Gross issue purchase 

coupon price yield prioe amount 


Birmingham Midshires 9.375% 126.50 7.41 

Bradford & Bingley 11.625% 15425 764 

Bradford & Bingley 13.000% 172.75 763 

Britannia 13.000% 174.00 7.47 

Coventry 1Z125% 16025 767 

First National 11.750% 15725 7.47 

Leeds & Hol beck 13675% 18425 726 

Newcastle 10.750% 151.75 7.08 

Newcastle 12625% 17660 7.15 

Skipton . 12.875% 179.75 7.16 

PERPETUAL SUBORDINATED BONDS 

Chett & Gloucester 1 1 .750% 15960 767 

Halifax 8.750% 11625 763 

Halifax . 12-000% 15325 7.83 

Halifax 13.630% 18760 729 

Bristol & West . 13680% 17960 7.45 

Northern Rock 12.625% 169.00 7.47 


PBS- P t ma nant hteresl-bawteg d w . Source G re w retel l N lW tat 


[SHARE M FOCUS: ZBIECA FAILS 
TO BATCHY EXPECTATIONS 


M sy' Jun 1 Jut 


Oct ‘ Nov 1 Dec 1 Jan 1 Feb 1 


NB. 1 computeoiy products: buBdfogs and contents insurance. 
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45th tesua Cartt* a 5.00 
Ctddran‘8 Bondt 
Grin Ext Rate «i 


1^0 \J& 10-10.000** 

3.80 2.85 1-439**' imth 

5.60 4^02.000^000** Smth 
5.40 4,051,000.20000-* 

100 - 10,000 «day 

• 25-1,000 Imft 


Capita Bonds • 535 

12th Ind Untodta i50 


Pensnra Bond S4 a 630 


5.00 3.75 100^50,000 8d*y 
KW-iaOOO Sday 
530 330 SOMqOOOa KXfgy 
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AN figures are the 
purchase), guarantee- 

SINGLE UFE pavri mn) 


ross annual annuity (£ 100,000 A. 
5 years, paid monthly In advance 


Mala: Age 80 Aga 65 Aga 70 


Sun Ufa Laval 

Canada Lite Laval 

LagaL & GanaraLJLavei 
ComtrwdaJ Un...JLsi«i 
Standard U Lawri 


£8.640 £9,772 £11396 

£8.687 £9,754 £11333 

£8.643 £9.688 £11,006 

£8322 £ 9.632 £11362 

£ 8,516 £9.620 £11,048 


SINGLE UFE 


Femala: Aga 60 Aga 6S Age 70 


Canada Life Laval 

Norwich Un .Laval 

Sun Ufa Laval 

Generali Laval 

Equitable If Lava! 


£8.005 £ 8340 £10,046 

£7,827 £8,649 £9,863 

£7.810 £8,631 £9.812 

£7.658 £8,601 £9,891 

£7310 £8352 £9,622 


JOINT UFE, 2/3 WIDOWS Mate: Age GO Ago 65 Aga 70 

(level annuity) Female: Age5S Age 60 Age 65 


Sun Life Laval 

Equitable Lf Laval 

Norwich Uh — —Laval 
Sun L# of Can — .Laval 
Legal & General. » Level 


£7,405 £8,056 £ 8,962 

£7.435 £8,021 £8,642 

£7380 £7,895 £8,768 £ 

£7.373 £7,984 £ 8,837 

£7.377 £7,950 £ 8,753 


tAmutyOnctfOin 6843000) 


Statistics compiled by Uzwtne Rosa 
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Interest 

Loan 

Max 


Lender 

rate % 

- size 

% 

Notes 

Bank at Ireland 

039 

£20-1 45k 

95 

Fixed for 6 mths 

01189 684300 





Northern Rodd 

39Q 

to £250k 

75 

Fixed to 1.4.00 

0845 6050500 




£395 fee 

Affiance & Laic 

4.75 

£20800k 

75 

Fixadto 1A00 

0345 106108 




05%loanjnax£300 

Halifax 

4.85 

no max 

7S 

£295 fee 

01422 333333 




Fixed to 31 330 

Woolwich 1 

4£9 

£15-250k 

95 

Fboadto lAOO 

0181 238 5831 




£350 fee 

• boBefinga aid eenMh taemnoe, 1 

buadngs rauranc* only. 




w. 

r 

• j— ' ' j 


irRarast 

Loan Max 


Lender 

rate % 

size 

% 

Notes 

Hinckley & Rugby 

020 

£1-150k 

80 

8.44% dsc-1 year 

0800 774499 




£250 fee 

Scarborough 1 

050 fo£150k 

80 

8.19% dsc-1 year 

0990133149 





Bank of Ireland 

0^9 £20-1 45k 

95 

Fixed 6 rrrths, 

01189684300 




more dscs, £280 fee 

Leeds & Hoibeck 1 

1.45 to £1 80k 

95 

7%dsc-Bmths 

0113 225 7777 




more dscs apply 

Mansfield 

Z50 £25-1 75k 

80 . 

8% dfac-6 mths, 

01248 202055 




moi^dscs apply 


Lender 


intarest 

rate% 


Loan Max 
sh» % 


Bank of Ireland 
01189 684300 

Bristol &West 
0800119955 
Newbury . 
01635 43676 
Wesleyan 
0121 2003003 
Affiance & Laic 1 
0345 108108 


0.99 £20-l45k 95 


3.49 no max 95 


5.10 £30-1 00k 95 


Fix 6 mths, more 
dsce, £280 fee 
Fix to 1.4.99 
£295fee 

3% disc-12 mnths 


535 to £100k 95 


5.69 £20-300k 95 


335% disc 
for 12 mnths 
Fixed to 1.3.00, 
£150 fee 


1 buDdings and contents cover compulsory 
lxgv/Bndms.k)MsnctM-tmBtuymsutmbyaays(iKfesLk/ (01753880432) 
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Serious Money From Penny Shares 
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esttganla conpiofdmt PUB n adahe FREE nuda repon pack tedodtag 
doaii of ho* io diia ■ FJEEropyoritie tavesart Gokfe n Haw «hc SuxkMuket 
Eu2j'rodts , pubfijbcdi)yilicrttMAcW77w«»TtniBrt i*ufcifishing. amply... . 

CALL NOW ON: 0500 823873 
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Waiver of 


premium is 


Conventional wisdom seems crazy 


essential for 


life assurance 


From Dr Philip R. Thomas 

*?:?* anti-consumer nature 
of Virgin’s life assurance poli- 
cies was highlighted by Gor- 
don Maw’s curt dismissal of 
*™ v er Premium as one of 
the bells and whistles added to 
such policies (Marks & Spen- 
cer adds the bells and whis- 
tles, February 21). 

Waiver of premium is nei- 
ther a bell nor a whistle but an 
essential option offered with 
any worthwhile life assurance 
policy. 

The option allows a person 
who is too ill to work to have 
the premiums paid by the life 
company for the duration of 
the illness or until the policy 
expires and does not interfere 
with their right to convert to 
another policy without evi- 
dence of health where such an 
option exists. 

In terms of rates offered in 
Hazel Spinks’s example. Scot- 
tish Widows is cheaper than 
any of the companies quoted 
and almost £1 a month cheap- 
er than Virgin. 

Therefore, over the 25-year 
period referred to. Virgin 
would gain in excess of £250 in 
extra premiums. This amount 
would double when the com- 
mission, which Scottish Wid- 
ows pays but Virgin does not. 
Is taken into account. 


From Mr Peter Kellow 
Sir. We are constantly v, 
advised in the columns m 
Weekend Money that we must 
invest- heavily in personal 
pensions. 

But what about the 
downside to investing in pen- 
sions. as opposed to another 
form of investment as 
follows? 

1) You do not avoid tax on 
contributions. You simply de- 
lay it, for you will pay tax on 
the pension income. The accu- 
mulation of the hind may have 
been tax-free in the past, but 

2) After tiie abolition of ad- 
vance corporation tax. money 
in a pension pays tax twice 
(unlike other investments), 
once on yearly dividend pay- 
ments and again on cashing 
in; 

3) You disinherit your loved 
ones, as most of the pension 
fund has to buy an annuity, 
which also means: 

4) Because you are locked in to 



7 be davble- breasted 
./ ecs -eas* l (j‘£ potted 
Cucvlus Bnsha&vs 


annuities for your pension, 
with am 


you will be stuck with annu- 
ities as an investment during 
your retirement: 

These are producing lower 
and lower returns already and 


in the low-interest world of 
economic and monetary union 
could be catastrophic. 

5) Your money is locked up in 
the pension fund should you 
need to resolve a problem or 
develop an opportunity. 

6) Exorbitant pension, fond 
management and set-up fees. 
Many funds underperform 
and there is absolutely no 


comeback if they da You 
cannot withdraw and place 
your money elsewhere. 

Why does the conventional 
wisdom seem so cra^y to me? 
Could you explain? 

Yours faithfully. 

PETER KELLOW, 

34 Avenue Lean Blum. 

31500 Toulouse, 

France. 


State pension fears are justified 


Yours faithfully, 

PHILIP THOMAS. 

Thomas Financial Planning, 
439 Clock Face Road. 

Sr Helens, 

Merseyside, 

WA9 4QL 


From Mr GJL Morris ' 

Sir. Your correspondent Mr J 
Batstone (State .pension for 
those near retirement. Week- 
end Money Letters, February 
21) who expressed his worry 
that the state pension may be 
means-tested, has good 
grounds for concern. 

The Chancellor has already 
raised the tax on private 
pension funds via. advance 
corporation tax to the tune of 
£5.2 billion (equivalent to 2*ap 
(Hi the basic rate of tax) and 


removed tax relief on private 
health insurance far the 
riderly. 

Means-testing of free pre- 
scriptions for the elderly is 
under consideration. 

With that background, who 
would be surprised if the 
“affluent” pensioners lost their 
state pension to means- 
testing? 

If 10 per cent of payments 
were avoided in this way, the 
Treasury would save £3.2 
billion, making the total haul 


from pensioners around £8 
billion — equivalent to 4p on 
the basic rate of tax but 
without the associated hassle 
of doing that 

Although Mr Blair has said 
that the state pension is secure 
in his hands, I would feel 
happier were it in mine. 

Yours sincerely. 

G. MORRIS. 

32 Church Street 
Ramsey, 

Hampshire, 

S051 8BU. 


O n Tuesday the Halifax 
announced a 15 per cent 
increase in profits to £3.65 
billion. Despite the increase, 
the Halifax shares fell 25p to 
950p. Hie former building 
society also said it would buy 
back £1 bUIian of its shares 
over the next year, but did not 
give any price or strategy 
details. Analysts were disap- 
pointed that a more acquisi- 
tive plan for dealing with its 
£4 billion of surplus cash had 
not been put forward. 


THE performance of UK 
pension funds lagged behind 


the stock market last year 
because managers failed to 
pick the right equities, ac- 
cording to a survey by the 
WM. Company. UK equity 
holdings in pension funds 
produced an average return 
of 22.6 per cent in 1W7, a foil 
perc entage point behind the 
FTSE All-share index, which 
grew by Z3.fi per cent over the 
.saJne.flpripcL 


on Britannic Assurance by 
the Personal Investment Au- 
thority on Tuesday for fail- 
ures in its review of personal 
pension middling. This is 
the fourth fine meted oat by 
the PIA over the pensions 
review in as many months. 
Britannic must also pay 
£125,000 costs. 


A £525,000 fine was imposed 


THE Inland Revenue is seek- 
ing to ' i^^_himdreds.. of. . 
millions of pounds In tax 


credits paid out to pension 
funds prior to the closure of a 
tax avoidance loophole in 
1996. Officials from the Reve- 
nue’s compliance department 
have asked pension funds to 
provide details of any hold- 
ings related to “windfall" 
gains in connection with 
buybacks and special divi- 
dends between September I. 
1994. and October 8. 1996. If 
pension fund managers are 
found to have invested undue 
amounts of money in a buy- 
back or special dividend, 
_then_ they may.be forded tp_ 
repay any tax credits. 



Manek 


Growth Fund 


and PEP 


£80m under management 


Surrendering your policy? 

If it’s a with-profits endowment 
policy, there is an alternative. 
Neville James. 

We pay more 

❖ Prompt valuations, firm offers 

❖ No chaise to sellers 


❖ Our own staff, 12 hours a day, 7 days a week 
8.00 a.m to 8.00 p.m 


PLEASE CAUL NOW — — - 

01243 5200 00 

OR FAX 

01243 52 00 01 

E-mail- polidwlrtciint-jMW 5 ^^ 


Neville 

JAMES 


The Haded Endowment 
Pro fa ri ow h 


No Utc Umncd. Forum httqfttoan. Woa PrilaM. ChidKWcr. TO19 1TB 
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SAVINGS RATES 
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mortgage rate 
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VARI ABLE R ATE 



PERSONAL LOAN RATES 



AH ntf** conrcl 23rd February &*• 



PERSONAL LOANS 




about 



TOU * °™ H ‘ l ““’ - 


ON A 


ENDOWMENT POLICIES 
WANTED 


We Deliver Competitive Prices, 
Quick Resnlts, and Quality Service 

THE INSURANCE POLICY 


TRADING COMPANY LTD 


22 CHURCH STREET : GO DALMING : GU7 JEW 

ST 01483 427575 : Fax 01483 418856 

KrevtUrd fry Ibc PtnrennJ invoangaf AHqygttv 


Aii Equitable pension 
means you can vary 
contributions - 
without penalty. 


You know exactly what your circumstances are todays and 
can choose a pension plan to suit them perfectly 

But what about tomorrow? Or next year? Or ten years 
from now? 

'What you need is a pension plan which is flexible enough 
to cope with any changes in you r lifestyle - without making you 
pay a penalty 

That is why you should consider an Equitable personal 
pension plan. We don't pay commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business, and our expenses are kept 
enviably km So, you don’t have to commit yourself to paying 
identical contributions each year, they can be increased or 

reduced to suit you -without penalty 

And if yon want to retire earlier than planned, your benefits 
will be exactly the same as if you’d chosen that date in the first 
place. 

What's mare, you have the reassurance of knowing that 
your pension fund is in -the hands of one of the finest 
investment teams in the UJC 

So, if you’d like further information, by post and by 
telephone, rat a personal pension {dan that hires up to its name, 
caQ (0990) 38 4$ 58 or return the coupon below 


www.eqtritabIe.co.uk 


Tor yocr security your telephone c«fl may be recorded 
InfbnMKxVsdviee wffl only be given on Equitable group products 
Regained by the Pennoul Invemnent Authority 


llbc The Equitable Ufc. FREEPOST WUton Street. AYLESBUKE Bnclci HP2I 7BR 
1 1 » ! ■ iw rlfaik a. The Eqnflihtc'r penaon pltnv I «m idf caalomd l~l 7MPI8B 


NAME (Mr Mu IM , 


I ADDRESS. 


"fib (Office) 


I'M: (Heme) . 
Bote ul Birth. 
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The Equitable Life 



Jayesh Manek, winner of the two Sunday Times 
Fantasy Fund Manager Competitions, has 
been given a resounding vote of confidence 
by private investors. 


The Manek Growth Fund has attracted more 
than 16,000 investors since the launch in Nov 97. 


The Manager is Manek Investment Management 
Limited. Its Chairman is Stanislas Yassukovich 
CBE, a former Deputy Chairman of the London 
Stock Exchange and currently Chairman of 
EASDAQ. The Hon Crispin Money-Coutts is 
a non- executive director. The Royal Bank of 
Scotland pic are the Trustees of the Fund. 


Sir John Templeton, the legendary investment 
guru, has transferred £14.5m of his personal 
funds which were already entrusted to 
Jayesh's management into the new Fund. 
Total funds under management as at 
19.2.98, exceed £80 million. 


The Manek Growth Fund and PEP 

The Fund is an Authorised Unit Trust and fully 
PEPable, designed to make Jayesh Manek's 
investment skills available directly to all 
investors. The Fund targets outstanding growth 
opportunities principally through investment in 
UK equities. It is intended that the Fund will 
not invest in unquoted companies. 


Act now 

You can invest in the Manek Growth Fund and 
PEP from £1,000 lump sum or £50 monthly. 
Wrth the end of the PEP year approaching, 
the Fund offers an excellent opportunity to 
combine capital growth potential with the tax 
benefits of a PEP. 


For a brochure complete the coupon below 

or call: 0800 783 6060 

7 days a week. Quoting ref Ti07.03. 

YOU TOO COULD BECOME A WINNING INVESTOR 


To: Investor Services, Manek Investment Management Ltd, 



Manek 

mvestments 


a winning way with investment 


PO Box 17071, London EC3V 9NA. Tel: 0171 615 7070. 
Please send me further information on 
Manek Growth Fund □ 

Manek Growth PEP Q PEP Transfer □ 


Print Name (Mi/Mn/Md . 
Addms 


Investments In the Manek Growth Fund should he made only on the basis of the scheme particular! and key features documents which may be obtained tram Mancie Investment Management 
United. PO Box 17071 . London EC3V9NA Please remember that the value of an awestment In a lintt bust and the income from timin' go down as wefi as up. rt may be affected by exchange 
rate variations, and you may not get back the amount Invested. Current tax levels and refiefc may change and their value wfl depend o " ' '* — — 

announced that tom 6 Apn 1999 the Income bn aedttwrii no longer be redalmabie ha PEP. other Luc benefts 
arthat time. Past performance Is not necessariy a guide to future performance. Manek Investment Management I 


nefiefc may change and their value wfl depend on your hdtvkJual Jiuim stan ces. The Government has 
h a PEP. Other tax benefts mar change the planned Introduction of tadhricktal Savings Accounts 
: Investment Management Limited 6 regulated by 1MRO and the Personal Investment Authority. 




THE UK's HIGHEST 


YIELDING 

CORPORATE 

BOND PER 


(7.90% p.a. tax free) 


' — Is also the top performing Corporate Bond PEP — Number 1 in its sector over 3, 5 and 1 0 years 1 


— - Ideal for investors wanting a high income Standard & Poors MIcropal 5 star ranked and AA 


rated by S & P Fund Research — Aberdeen Prolific - now one of the UK's leading investment 


specialists with £1 1 bn under management — Call now on 0800 35 37 37 to bring a smile to your face 


A 

Aberdeen Prolific 


Please send me details of: Aberdeen Profile Corporate Bond PER Please return this coupon to Aberdeen Prolific Unit Trust Managers Limited, 

Freepost, 10 Queen's Terrace, Aberdeen AB1 0 1 WY 


•TWe (Mr/Mrs/Mlss/Ms) 


Initials 


Surname 


Address 


Post Code 


UKfitNd NUMfitn 

C 0 7 c 

PlEAEf WO" WHEN PNOMNC 


H you do nor wish to receive any further ma*ng* from Aberdeen ttoHfc please tick die ben □ Aberdeen PiaMc Raed Imeres 7.90% nxmfcig yidd mvl 8.1 IS 
groe redflmprtan yield as at 9/2J90. This is an ormuol fovre and Inasme may fluctuate. ’Source! toue* HmAlsht afto to U4 » 

27/2198, Aberdeen PioSfic Ftaed totem* is the underlying in*wua and Is top ki the UK Fixed I merest lector over 3,5 ml 10 yean. Pte« ienentetta pas 
performance b nw neciHaut^ o guide to the future. Th* value of unto and the income tom them may ga down as well m up ond you may nor get back rh? 
amount ow^haffy forested. The Qmcafor has artnovnoed that o new tat privileged tnveament, the (ndwfduM Savings Acmn, »■ be avdlaWe from 1999 
Although details how yet w be finalised, he has sod ihtf ** wfll be able to switch yeur aeeumylwed PEP jawstmemfs), up to ihe madmum permitted too k 
The m free flows wffl reman unehempod unti than, btved by Aberdeen fteWe Unit Tn»R Managers, regulated by IMRO and ihe fenond kwesmtem 
Authority an] a member of AutB. The Manger's peri**: charge Is ledum our of eoptol, tfattbutobl* income vfl be Ircr nosed mito «pan»cd emlto, 
which vrill either be ertded W future growth restrained *lnhtt charge induced » 35* toral lump sum imeflmetmmtfebMrtu 


A NEW ANGLE ON INVESTMENT 0300 35 37 37 
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* For a Gartmore Global PEP brochure, return to: IwSUai 
;t Investor- Services, Gartmore Investment limited, ^ -jj 

* Gartmore House, FO Box 65, 16-18 Monument •’? 

* Street, London EC3R 8QQ. 
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Analysts are cool about SocGen’s new unit trust, says Jill Insley 


to impress 


S etting up a new com- 
pany with Nicola. 
Horhck at its bdm must 
be a marketing man’s dream. 
Ms Horiick has generated 
enough free publicity over the 
past year to launch 100 new 
companies, let alone one. 

Cynics may suggest it is (he 
high profile Ms Horfidc 
gained during her aoinxmi- 
ous departure hum Morgan 
Grenfell that has encouraged 
Soritte G^nCrale, the interna- 
tional bank, to appoint her a 
joint managing director of its 
new fund management arm, 
SocGen Asset Management. 
But the company itself 
emphasises the imp o r tance of 
teamwork, and, says that its 
first product designated for 
tbc public will not actually be 
managed by Ms Horiick. 

The SocGen UK Growth 

unit trust wBl be managed by 
Peter Seabrook. previously 
the UK chief investment of- 
ficer for Flemings. Mr 
Seabrook aims to outperform 
the UK Afl Share Index by 3 
per cent to 4 per cent a year by 
bringing . long-term, iiisJ|in- 
tional-style investment tech- 
niques to retail products. 

He will concentrate on 
growth shares in the FTSE 
350. This index, which covers 
the top 350 companies in the 
UK. rose by 84 per cent last 

wfflf be Iii^te4*which^wd§ 
reduce dealing costs. 

Rather unusually, the 
fund’s portfolio will be limited 
to about 40 to 45 stocks: most 
unit trust portfbOos cany 100 
stocks or more. 

If be succeeds in beating the 
FTSE All Share fay 3 per cent 
it will position the fund in the 
top 2S per cent of UK growth 
funds in the immediate 
future, and, over a longer 
term, in the top 10 per cent 
Graham Hopper of Chase 
de Vere, the Bath independent 
financial adviser, says a strat- 
egy of limi ted but consistent 
out performance of an index is 
s imilar to that adopted by 
Mercury a few years ago. 
“And it has certainly wowed 
for Mercury,” he says. 

Mr Seabrook say s he wfll 
pay particular attention to 
several areas of • the com- 
panies. They are: the strength 
of management cashflow 
after capital expenditure and 
die payment of dividends; the 
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Strong: Nicola Horiick leads team with a fine pedigree 


quality of amounting; factors 
which affect the price attained 
fay services or products pro- 
duced by the company; and: 
foe co mpan y’s strength Sift* 
own industry 

A trial portfolio gathered 
before last Monday's basnet 
-included famffiar names su& 
as Legal A General, Shell, 
Railtrack. Abbey National 
Asda and Zeneca. He says 
there is nothing new about lus 
approach to growth invest-? 
meat bra adds “There ts still 
plenty of opportunity to make 
money." 

Investors can invest fondly 
in umt$t,pn/yia>a personal 
equip* plan. . -The- minimum 
jnmai lamp sum investment 
is 0,000, and additional 
amounts from £250 can be 
invested at any time. The 


fared fay a fund management 
team that not only employs 
Ms Horiick. bat John Rich- 
ards. who was formerly with 
Mercury ms its j^jnanag; 
mg director, and John Ions 
who comes from Prolific as 
the head of retail . 

Amanda Davidson ofHold- 
en Meehan, a London inde- 
pendent financial adviser, 
says "The team has a good 
pedigree, and we feel general- 
ly favourable about the new 
fond. We think that it should 
do wdl for a couple of years. 
Its and the fact the 
manager is designing a port- 
folio from scratch to suit 
today’s investment conditions, 
makes it easier to manage. He 
wont be hampered by poor 
performing shares already in 
the portfolio." 

This is not enough to con- 
vince Ms Davidson and other 
independent financial advis- 
ers to recommend the new 
unit trust The consensus is 
that the investment team is 
fine, but the lack of a track 
record is a problem. 

Ms Davidson says: "We 
probably won’t be giving it a 
lot of surmort because (here 


are a lot of established tunas 
out there with good perfor- 
mances, so why go for one 
without one?" 


D ouglas Gardener, of 
the Leeds indepen- 
dent finaiKdaJ adviser 

Thomson Financial Planning, 
agrees. He says; *Tm strug- 
gling to see anything different 
about this fund that is not 
already on offer elsewhere." 

March is a key investment 
period for many investors 
who want to make the most of 

their allowances before 
foe end rathe tax year. But Mr 
Gardeojcr questions whether 
this is foe ]£st tune to be 
investing .in the UK stock 
market 

The stock market lias been 
tutting new highs for some 
tune now. 1 would fed more 
comfortable about this launch 
if they offered a drip-feed 
option, allowing investors to 
pot* lump sum towaifls a Pep 
which fa then gradually in- 
' vested in tlfc 


SocGen UK Growth trust also 
offers a regular savings plan, 
of £50 or more a month. 

; Tbechargew&be an initial 
fee of 525 per cent of. the 
amount invested and an an- 
nual Jee of L5 par cent 
Investors Who buy into the 
trust before March 17 wiH 
recdrea2perd^(tiscoiint in 
the form mbbam units. 

Independent financial ad- 
visers are. riot iworaoxlariy 
impressed with ffae charges, 
which are standard for many 
unit trusts, and verging on the 
expensive forajund wifo no 
track reeainL^Nor are they 
familiar with the work oflMg*! 

worked oo foe fostkntiorod 
side of fond management. 

Nevertheless, they are im- 
pressed fay the potential of- 


Score*** 

Products graded from (poor), to 
• k - k f ei rk (outstanding). 




FLAVOUR 

OF THE 
MONTH? 


Before yotfjoirtthe flood efaerious 
fhe financial services sector, stop aod took at our Financial 
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Unlike many of its rival funds. It has been riding high in fids 
for twenty years. 
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O VE R 47% 

JD GROWTH 

TIME TO INVEST NOW 


Isn t it time your savings sorted working harder for you? Just. comparc4735%growdi in die Marks & Spencer UK 100 ■ 

Companies Fund since May 1995 with 722% in a deposit-based savings account and ^655^ in,a Tessa over the same perifxk* 
Oi; to put it another way, a minimum investment of £1,000 in odr PH^%?odd be worth £1,473.46, and SI iDfl fiiirftvnrk 
investment <rf £6,000 would be^ wordi £8,840176*, with, all your cax-free. - 

Hard evidence, your choice: time co^nxvest in the Marts&r Spencer UK l'ob Gompanics Fund now. 

OUR UK 100 COMPANIES FUND PEP 

■ Fourth highest ont of nepriy 800 PEP finds in a~recoit survey 5 * ♦ Over 47% Fund growth* 

* Tax-free growth potential* * f^o v initial charge and no exit charge' • Yoa may cash in some or all of your 
rants at any time • pimple administxation, with no tare returns to complete 

Don’t lose yonrPEP entidement for dus tax year - Invest in our Fund before 3rd April 1998. 

For more d eta i ls , including an application form and terms and conditions, rail us FREE now. 


0800 36 34 51 

quoting reference code PI 24 


MARKS & SPENCER 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Past petfonnance is no guarantee of furore performance. 

The value of units and the income from them can go down as well as up. 
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Are trackers about to 
run out of steam? 
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GT Global 
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GT Income PEP 


Mr 


W iA hindsighl; the launch of 
Richard Branson's financial ser- 
vices division three years ago 
rauld not haw been better timed. Virgin 
Direct entered the Pep market with a fund 
that tracked the index just as the UK stock 
■ \ > J8 an a of strong growth. 
Virgin has also taken a very aggressive 
stance against the fund management ind- 
ustry to gain market share. Among its 
many targets has been Perpetual, which 
has one of the best records in the industry.. 
Rogeri Corrode, Perpetual sales director, 
likened Virgin's index-tracking Pep to a 
•Skoda at die launch, while claiming that 
his company's. Peps were more like an Ast- 
on Martin. Three years on. Rowan Gorm- 
ley. Virgin Direct's managing director. 


. points out that his company's Pep has out- 
performed ail of . Perpetual’s Peps since 
launch. Mr Gormley said: The Virgin 
Growth Pep not only boasts cheaper run- 
ning costs than Perpetual’s funds but also 
outperforms them." 

However, in the three years since the 
launch of Virgin's Pep, other managers 
have entered the index-tracking market 
including Direct Line, Legal & General 
and M&G, the fatter company struggling 

under a weight of criticism enneeming the 
performance of its managed funds. 

BESt Investment, which analyses the 
performance of Peps, believes Virgin Peps 
are no longer a good buy. Jason Hollands, 
of BESt Investment saixkTVhh tracking 
funds, die mam criteria are cost and 


if- 
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1 whether they track the index. Virgin has a 
perfectly reasonable Pep. but it no longer 
has die lowest cost base. It is probably not 
die right time in any case to buy an index- 
tracker. The market cannot go on up- 
ward s. Trackers are last year's story." 

Caroline Merrell 


1 “l‘ il,.-; 


I f you are unimpressed 
by the off-the-shelf man- 
aged Peps and want more 
direct involvement in stock 
selection, a selfselect Pep 
which allows you to use your 
E6.000 general Pep allowance 
could be for you. 

In other words, If you 
believe you can outperform 
the professional fund manag- 
ers. you can take control by 
the self-select option. The 
manager running the fund 
buys and sells specific shares, 
bonds or unit and investment 
busts, on your instructions. 

J Self-select Peps are offered 
by stockbrokers and the stock- 
broking arms of the major 
banks, such as Uoyds and 


1 PEP 
1^1 TALK 


Barclays. These firms act as 
the Pep manager — setting up 
die fond and reclaiming any 
tax due, but, relying on your 
decisions to buy or sell specif- 
ic holdings that qualify for 
Pep investment 
Self-select plans are often 
more expensive than the 


mass-marketed general Pep, 


ed gen 

so you need to be confident 
your gains will exceed the two 
sets of charges you will face. 

Every time you deride to 
change the composition of 
your fond, you must pay 
dealing charges, just as you 
would if you were buying or 
selling on the stock market. 
Both Uoyds and Barclays 
charge L5 percent of the value 

management fees; -to pay as 
welL Uoyds dunces 0»3&per 
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A worrv-free 
investment 
offering the best 
of both worlds. 


Security and Potential Capital Growth 
If that sound* like your dream come true, then p* Equitable 
With -Profits Bond is a winning co m bination for your inwamena.^ 
Wth £500 you can invest in a managed fund of assets, which 
smooths the short-term fluctuations in value over the period of 

your investment. , ‘ 

So, jou can strike a balance between keepmg your savings sate 
in a building society bat possibly eroded by inflation, and the 
potentially lucrative but more risky option of investment m 
equities. • i . 

Ofcwrs^thcfi^vfe^crfthemvesti^ 

And, as part of your medium to long-term investment plans. 
The Equitable Wilh-Profiw Bond can play an important and 

profitable pvt- , . ... 

’ibu also have die reassurance and peace of mind wwoi comes 
from dealing with The Equitable Life, the world’s oldest mutual 

If you would Bre wore mfonnadon on arineving the best of 
both worlds with The Equitable With-Profits Bond, 
10990) 38 48 58, or mum the coupon below for details by post 

and by telephone. - . , , , 

wwwequitflWexo.uk 

P For jour security your telephone call nay be rCOTT ^, 

InfoonadottWvkTwiHfli^ 
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The Equitable Life [ 

— ,mfit from our principles 


cent of the fond’s value, with a 
minimum of £45 and a maxi- 
mum of £195, while Barclays 
is even more expensive at 1 per 
cent subject to mini mum and 
maximum fees of £25 and 
£250. 

If you are not putting the 
full £6,000 annual limit into a 
Pep and want something less 
expensive. Share Centre offers 
a low-cost Bonanza General 
sdfsdect scheme with deal- 
ing fees of 1 per cent and with 
a minimum of just £230 for 
purchases and £730 for sales, 
provided the shares that are 
traded are hi the FTSE 100 
index. 

A comprehensive guide to 
Peps - containing details of 
more than 1,000 schemes has 
been published by Chase de 
Vere Investments and is cur- 
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Spectacular growth 
High income 
Tax free 

GT Income Fund boasts a 24-year 
track record of exceptional growth 
and a steady, rising income. Look at 
the tacts: £6,000 invested in the GT 
Income PEP 5 years ago would now 
be worth more than £16,000 had 
you ro- invested the income - more 
than double the return from even 
the highest rate building society. 

We're currently offering a 2°c 
discount on GT Income PEP. 'which 
vve believe makes it one of the most 
attractive PEP propositions around. 

So if you're locking for a high 
performance PEP for a rot-so-high 
price, call us now for a brochure on 
GT Income PEP. 

Call free on: 

0500 484 562 



8 . 8 % ( 9 . 2 %,.) 


Whetheryoi^re considering investing in residential 
property for the first time, or. you’re a seasoned 
private landlord, we have a challenge for you. Try 
finding a" more attractive combination of low 
interest .rate and flexible lending criteria, for a 
second property. 

But feel free to save yourself a lot of time and money. 
Just call us first. 





With the major equity markets 
currently trading at high levels. It may 
be prudent to diversify your PEP 
portfolio with a corporate bond PEP. 
In addition, we believe that there is the 
potential for further capital gains from Sterling 
bonds this year, given that bonds tend to 
perform well in an economic environment of 
low, stable or declining inflation. 

The Guinness Flight Value Bond PEP is one 
of the best value corporate bond PEPs 
available. With a ‘AA’ credit rating* no initial 
charge, no withdrawal charges and an annual 
management fee of only 0.65% p.a., it’s the 
wise PEP choice for 1998. 
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Long term yields 
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High Quality 
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Low Charges 
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urges caution over 
the Tokyo market 
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The ten-year policy 

that didn’t even pay 

for a birthday card 


DTI targets holiday insurance 


it® 




T ravel insurance premiums 
could drop dramatically if 
the Government opened up 
the market to competition, tt 
was claimed this week. Ministers 
were urged to ban travel agents from 
linking compulsory insurance to 
special holiday discounts for 
customers. 

A ruling on the issue is expected 
within weeks, bur Direct Line, the 
telephone insurer, has expressed 
concern that the reforms may not go 
far enough. 

The Department of Trade and 
Industry has been looking at the links 
between insurance and package holi- 
day discounts. Margaret Beckett. 
President of the Board of Trade, is 
known to dislike the practice and is 
expected to outlaw it when she makes 
her ruling this month. Some travel 
agents charge up to 40 per cent 
commission on the policies they sell 
and most regard insurance as a very 
lucrative part of their business. 

Direct Line, which has previously 
challenged the premiums and com- 
mission charged on motor and 
household policies, says this would 
not go far enough and has called on 
the Government to force more com- 
petition into the travel insurance 
market 

Graham Ross, head of Direct 
line's household and travel insur- 


Marianne Curpheysays travel firms make huge profits from insurance p nm msura nKjxte. 


ance division, said travel companies' 
were now looking at offering “free’' 
insurance to customers, but this was 
nothing more than a “sham”. . 

He said: “Travel insurance has a 
real cost which the consumer inevita- 
bly has to bear at some stage. "WhaT 
actually happens is the cost of the 
insurance policy is built into the 
overall cost of the holiday. In 1996, 
the big four travel agents between 
them made a profit of £130 million on 
travel insurance sales — over six 
times their overall operating profit. 
The idea that they can now genuinely 
offer this insurance free of charge is 
therefore highly questionable." 

The DTI is currently mulling over 
the responses from the travel indus- 
try after an investigation into the 
issue last year. However, this week a 
report by Which?, the Consumers' 
Association magazine, claimed that 
the insurance available from travel 
agencies can be more than 7Q per cent 
higher than through direct insurers. 

Among the Best Buys recommend- 
ed by Which? are Churchill Insur- 
ance and Family Care (see below). 
Notably absent are Lunn Poly (ti» 
travel agency owned by Thomson); 
Thomas Code. Going Places (owned 


by Airtours) and First Ounce. 
Which? found that for a family of 
four travelling To the US for three 
weeks, the cheapest deal from Chur- 
chill cost £66 and the most expensive, 
Thomson, Thomas Cook and Lunn 
Poly, cost E235, £246 and £248 
respectively. 

Mr Ross said: “Of course we have a 
vested interest in opening up the 
travel insurance market but we do 
believe that many of the policies 
currently available in travel agencies 
do not offer good value for money." 


H e added: “Several com- 
mon practices discourage 
customers from exercis- 
ing their choice. When 
you are arranging your holiday, the 
travel agent will often refuse to make 
the final booking for you unless you 
have insurance. When you have wily 
just finalised the dates, it would have 
been impossible to set up a policy 
with a direct insurer in advance." 
Travel agents also often bundle 
insurance in with the overall price of 
the holiday package- 
Mr Ross said: “Although there is 
evidence to suggest that the market 


evidence to si 
has begun to 



over the past 
JOE CM 


two years, a recent repot estimated 
that in 1996, about 1310 million was 
paid out in commission on travel 
insurance sales." 

. Which? magazine looked at more 
than 150 traveT policies and found 
that tour operators’ and travel agents’ 
policies charged adults at feast twice' 
as mochas the best value policies. 

. Even when the different rates of 
insurance premium tax (IP!) were 
factored in, toe policies available 
through travel agencies looked over- 
priced. IFTis levied at 175 percenter ■ 
policies bought from travel agencies . 
and tour operators and at just 4 per 
cent on direct insurers, although 
insurers believe the latter rate could 
be increased to as much as 10 per cent 
in the Budget on March 17. 

However, Which? said: “Even if 
IPT on Churchill's polity was at toe 
foil rate, this would add Just £9 to the 
cost" Which? also paints out that 
travel policies only usually give 
indemnity cover, arid a deduction is 
made from any daim to take account 
of wear and tear, nor do the majority 
cover connecting flights. 

Both Which? and Direct line have 
expressed concern that staff in travel 
agents may not always know about 


arranging a policy you ensure that 
you have cover for lost, stolen or 
damaged possessions up to a value of 
. £l,50Qt cancellation and curtailment 
as standard: £1 million worth of 
medical expenses and 0 million 
public iraHiity or £2 milli on if 
travelling to toe United States. 

Churchill, which sells policies only 
over the telephone, said it aimed to 
offer good value “but not necessarily 
to be the cheapest if that meant 
compromising on the product that we 
offered". . 

Kay Gorman, from ChnrchHL said: 
“People should shdp around and 
consider buying anj annual policy. 
Many couples and! families these 
days have more than one trip abroad 
and an annual policy could be boot 
cost-effective-” 

Lunn Poly said it was disappointed 
by the recommendations that the link 
between discounts and insurance 
should be banned. 

Peter Povey, the company's mar- 
keting director, said: “This link has 
been a major stimulus to price 
c omp eti ti on m the travel industry. 

“The vast majority of Lunn Poly 
customers do not pay for their 
insurance as we offer it to them free of 
charge. We have been making them 
tins offer for more than two years." 
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Holiday insurance is vital if you engage in adventurous sports but no one Ekes hairing to pay too much 


H omebuyers, business- 
es and tiie City wel- 
comed the derision 
by the Bank of England on 
Thursday to leave the cost of 
borrowing unchanged by 
keeping interest rales at 725 
percent 

The news pleased the City, 
where share prices bad been 
dropping in anticipation of a 
rates rise, and it was also good 
news for homeowners, who 
otherwise would have had to 
lace the sixth interest rate rise 
since the general election last 
May. 

Nevertheless, economists 
believe there will be further 
rate rises over the next two 
years. They expect rates to 
peak at around 7.75 per cent 
sometime this summer. 

Kieren Barr, who is UK 
economist with Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell, said the 
Bank of England, which sets 
the base rates, is now adopt- 
ing a “wait and see” policy. 

“I am not anticipating rates 
to come down sharply next 
year, but expect to see them 
end 1999 at around 725 per 
cent," he said. 

As a result of the uncertain- 


Lenders push for 
longer-term fixes 


ty about the direction of 
interest rates, growing num- 
bers of homebuyers are now 
choosing to take out fixed-rate 
mortgages, and. more and 
more lenders are wooing 
them with highly attractive 
deals for what they call long- 
term fixes. 

Mr Barr says 60 per cent of 
current new mortgages are 
fixed rales, although most of 
Britain's homeowners, 
around 80 per cent, are stM 
firmly wedded to variable 
rales. 

Among (he best offers cur- 
rently available for long-term 
fixes, according to the money 
information service Money- 
facts, is Bradford & Bingfey’s 
659 per cent mortgage fixed 
until November 2003. 

Newcastle Building Society 
has a 6.75 pear cent loan 
available until May 2005. 
Clydesdale Bank also has a 


6.99 per cent mortgage fixed 
for ten years. Each of these 
deals carries an arrangement 
foe; but Done allows you to 
borrow 100 per cent of the 
property’s value. 

While there is a mass of two 
to five-year fixed mortgages, 
few lenders compete in the 
five to ten years range. How- 
ever, one company, Britannia 
Building Society, is introduc- 
ing a new 7Vyear fixed rate; 
because research has shown 
that seven years is the average 
time people stay in their home 
before moving. 

Britannia is bundling its 
7**-year mortgage today, at 
6.99 per cent for buyers with a 
deposit (APR 73 per cento For 
buyers who want to borrow 
100 per cent Of the value of toe 
properly, the rate is set at 7.49 
per cent, to July 1, 2005. 

The mortgage is available 
from Verso, the part of Britan- 


nia which sells through bro- 
kers and independent finan- 
cial advisers. - 

The deal has been devel- 
oped for Britannia by Inde- 
pendent Mortgage Collection 
(IMQ, a subsidiary of Private 
Label which was recently 
demerged from John Charcoi 
mortgage brokers. 

However, Patrick Bun ton, 
of London & Country Mort- 
gages, said first-time buyers 
in particular do not feel com- 
fortable with more than a five- 
year fixed^term mortgage, and 
most commentators believed 
that long-term interest rates 
were now on a downward 
trend. 

Nor is IMCs offer a mar- 
ket-leader. Mr Bunton said: 
“Principality Building Society 
c urren tly has a five-year fixed 
rate at 624 per cent which 
means that over that period 
the loan is 3 Hi per cent cheaper 
than the IMCdcaL 

“For the IMG deal to be 
c o mp e titi ve; interest rates in 
years six and seven would 
have to be very much higher 
than for toe first five years.” 

Marianne Curphey 


Northern says The Times has a point 




I n an attempt to counter criticism 
from irate savers. Northern Rock 
has this week pledged that each time 
it launches a new account or changes its 
rates, h will contact every customer. 
They will be informed of the rates 
payable on every account. 

Last week The Times highlighted 
Northern Rock's unfortunate habit of in- 
troducing new accounts, with attractive 
rates; while allowing toe rates on previ- 
ous best buys to drop to uncompetitive 
levels. 

We promised that we would keep a 
check an the rate offered an Save Direct 
Instant, the Northern Rock's latest acc- 
ount. to ensure that it did not follow the 
path to obscurity taken by so many of its 
predecessors. Three days later, the bank 
conceded we had a “good point" and 
changed its procedures. 

However, the news of the launch next 
week or Save Direct Instant had already 
roused the ire of Northern Rock inves- 
tors, particularly those in its Select 90 
account who must give 90 days* notice if 
they wish to transfer to the new savings 
account, 

Par those with larger balances, the 
switch makes sense: Investors in Select 
90 earn 8 per cent on an investment of 
£50000 but they will receive &ID per 
cent in Save Direct instant, with the 
valuable added extra of instant acoess. 
Some pointed out that the Northern 
Rock had only recently been promoting 
Select 90 which pays from 7.90&15 per 
cent on a tturumum balance of £10,000. 
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Swindled on: Brian Tibbies has changed his account six times at Northern Rock 


Brian Tibbies, a retired teacher from 
Roade, hforthampton, has already given 
notice that he wishes to transfer to toe 
new account. He will be entitled to move 
his money in June; 

A Northern Rock customer for six 
years, he has transferred accounts six 
times man attempt to keep pace with the 
ever-changing range of accounts at the 
bank. 

The Northern Rock has no ohsokte 


accounts. But, with the addition of Save 
Direct Instant, it now has 16 different 
accounts. 

Mr Tibbies deplores the Northern 
Rock's past practice of frequently issu- 
ing new accounts while allowing savers 
in other accounts to lang uish at lower 
rates. So he welcomes the bank's att- 
empt to play fair with, its customers. 

Anne Ashworth 



Last year, Virgin brought over 90.000 new customers together with a great way 
to make their savings grow free of tax. That makes the Virgin Growth PEP the 

most popular PEP in the world: 



direct 


0345 900 900 

Open seven days a week from Sam to 10pm 


^ r ^L Ftnand f, 1 s * rv,ce ^ “ ™9 utot * d ** Personal investment Authority. The price of units and any li 
dS£SS l SH T'S.T'l andyou.u«y not get bade the amount that you invested. The.t^ ben^pentow pIL 

SEJ'JS? ^ f T* subj *? to « atu * , x * A P ffl 1M9. For your security an calls to WrginDl. 

are recorded and randomly monitored. 'Source; based on mduftty returns of the number of' new F& accounts opewd fe T 












PROFILE 


\ ■ 


Cunningham 


the fanners 


. 5*’ 


SATURDAY MARCH 7199? 


— i Vi: ■ ' «»'. / " *;• ; ■J — -Hr^\ +w— ' : '. . 




• vt t -5 a 


COUNTRY LIFE 


hands: the 
saviour of 
our wounded 


\| 


II IE «Si ; |®SiTI MRS 


’rffT ft 

; -.. f ; ’v. • f 

-• 


1 " \ 


it. 

• 1 

ks 

W- 

\m 

• cjh 1 




unvisited 

Jamaica 


-fv 




. '.y.; •:•■• . -•; -V' '■■• 

v;v. '■■ 
:/ > . ; 






■ i. it- ^ 

'^ 4 - 


m 


"mik 




i.V6 




or**** 

hM*** 


^snni^tasp 


pigy 

has Mos^ajMrM 
at itshehn/Gwfe 


' ;? «nd Ffeteruary was^ 4 dismal month for 
. 1 Institute of Architecture, the alternate 
and research establishment founded by 
Prince in London sixyears aga 

Not oniy was it prc^isg to chaise its name to the 
more nebulous Prince of WaJesVSchoolof Architecture 
and the Building Arts, but it was revealed that Richard 
Hodges, the director, Richard John, a previous director, 
Hugh Fetter, course coordinator, and Giles Worsley, the 
1 director Of a "think-tank” that had never met, had all 
resigned,^ '•' 

Worsley was also (he editor of Perspectives on 
Architecture, the magazine associated with the Institute 
which, after only three years of life, was also dosed by the 
governing cnundl last month. 

But the news that has attracted most pubtitity is that a 
“modernist” had been made head of the . school This is 
Professor Adrian Gale, who has recency retired from 
running Idle Plymouth School of Architecture and wfabi 
having cope worked for Mies van der Rohe — the great 
modem architect who originally designed the “glass 
stump” Baron Palumbo tried to inflict on the City - of 
London — can be seen as belonging to the enemy camp in 
the polarised and puerile world of architectural politics. 

It may seem. therefore, as if everything the Prince stood 
for has been defeated by the ruthless forces of 
modernism. An alternative explanation, however, might 
be that Professor Gale was looking for a new posting and 
his wife, who is a judge, is a friend of Lady- Browne- 
Wilkinson, thelawyer who now chairs the Institute’s new 
coundL It looks, in fact, as if the Institute is in danger 
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Continued ot, page 2 The Prince of Wales gives a royal stamp of approval mlMSto the restoration of the Albert Memorial; the Victorian edifice opporite the Albert Hafl 
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Prince C hades presents his vision at the V&A in 1989 


During a 198S trip to Paris the Prince described the Pyramide de Louvre as 1 exciting’ 

FB< 

Continued from page 1 
of imploding through its own 
internal divisions rarher than 
being crushed from outside. . 

Bur whatever the truth, it is 
dear that things are far from 
well in the two smart Regency- 
houses next to Regent's Park 
where the Institute has been 
based since 1992. 

The Prince entered the ar- 
chitectural debate in 19S-4 with 
the “carbuncle" speech to the 
Royal Institute of British Ar- 
chitects (RIBA) at Hampton 
Court, and his Institute was 
intended to give practical ex- 
pression to his unhappiness 
with the direction modem 
architecture had taken. 

It was his "heartfelt hope", 
he said in his inaugural 
speech, “that students will be 
able to ieam specific things — 
largely forgotten today — 
which will set the architecture 
of the future on a more real- 
istic basis, less controlled by 
the images and fantasy as 
unfortunately the architecture 
of the last SO years has often 
been. Instead, I hope it can 
be based on real principles 
and on factual know-ledge 
about the nature of space, 
which unites objective know- 
ledge with profound human 
feeling." 

T here was certainly a 
need for such a 
school. It is difficult 
for outsiders to under- 
stand quite how doctrinaire 
and remote many convent- 
ional schools of architecture 
were — and are. Most teachers 
and staff still think in terms of 
the architectural debates of the 
1960s and worship Le Corbu- 
sier with undiminished devo- 
tion. At the same time, the role 
models for students tend to be 
those practitioners of "High. 

Tech" design who enjoy inter- 
national superstar status and 
acquire knighthoods and even 
peerages. Students who take a 
practical interest in the past 
and who perhaps aspire to 
designing modem Classical 
buildings are likely ro have a 
hard time. 

In contrast the Prince 
hoped that students in his 
school would "appreciate that 
there are certain timeless val- 
ues which we can learn from 
the past and apply to the 
fumre. 1 would like the stu- 
dents to learn that in order to 
be able to design with sensitiv- 
ity and an appropriate sense of 
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The Prince meets architecture with a human 


The Prince talks architecture in his television special Prince Charles saw architectural splendoure during his ft>ur of St Petersburg iii 1994 The Institute's plush premises next to Regent's Park 


reverence for the natural sur* 
roundings, mey first need to-, 
learn humility and howto sub? 
merge the inevitable ego- 
centric tendencies that we all 
experience." 

The Institute, therefore, had 
something positive to offer, 
and in any sphere of life it is 
surely healthy for there to be 
an alternative way of thinking 
and doing. 

However, such is the bitter 
hatred for the Prince of Wales 
in the old architectural estab- 
lishment that few were pre- 
pared to see any merit in this 
venture. The Institute was dis- 
missed as a sort of finishing 
school run by reactionaries 


HARDWOOD FLOORS 

with a difference... 



The tradmomi, yet comtemporary look of a real wood flooe, aemet a 
warm, dutincovt Irving ionosphere. Wicandcrs floors are ideal for most 
living skhs, in both aafituoal and oaotempotary hornet. 


care easy. Simply vacuum or wipe oner with a damp wop to nttom 
your floor to ha natural beauty. 

To this style and practicality Wanders add warmth, strength and 
guaranteed durability reflected by our 10 year wear warranty 
Ttbodttock Fkxws - Wicandei^ nnmbcr one UK retailer 

Domestic and eonnnacol; 
Wicmdcn Boon an insaUed in 
Annin Reed, BAA, British Mmam, 
IBM, Lloyds Bank, Royal Mail, 
f PLCro name but i 

■ A faB tea yen wear warranty. 

■ C oajpahuui n CrofaTams anibbic. 
Written deoils on request. 

■ Seka in the comfort of your own 
tune or vim our dsOwreuiL 

'BtwaJtd fT f da ra enif 


■ Wksunkts Bmr air unable for 
ingaHniop ducal* onto your 

■ Choose block or | 
red oak, named oak. maple, i 
beech or cherry 

finish no polishing 

mauitcttmcefose. 

Notmafly installed in z single day by 
our specially named uafianen. 


FREEFONE 0500 67S967 


SHOWROOM OPEN 7 DAYS A W1HC- CALLERS WHjCOME Ijj gi 
Showroom: Deatons Estate, Unit 4, Cobiwt Wny, Korth Orodar Rood, 

Qiinflford, London £4 8QF. Sgly 
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MAKING HARDWOOD FLOORS AFFORDABLE 




and Classicists and full of 
students studying the Clas- 
sical Orders so that they could 
become like Quinlan Terry, 
the tweedy conservative archi- 
tect who has a nice line in de- 
signing new Georgian man- 
sions for title very rich. 

This was never the case. 
There certainly were Classi- 
cists on the staff, but what was 
impressive about the Insti- 
tute’s bask: foundation course 
was an openness to several ap- 
proaches to the making of 
architecture — Classical, Arts 
and Crafts, or whatever — and 
an interest in different atti- 
tudes and cultures, combined 
with a strong emphasis on 
practical matters such as 
drawing, modelling and 
building. 

What I do know is that the 
students who came on from 
the Institute to the Mackintosh 
School of Architecture in Glas- 
gow. where I teach history, 
were conspicuously good. Per- 
haps they would have flour- 
ished in any school, but they 
had a confidence, an indep- 
endence and breadth of out- 
look that were valuable and 
refreshing. 

One of these students had 
gone to the Institute not know- 
ing whether he wanted to be 
an architect or a sculptor — a 
positive confusion — and had 
been attracted by the objec- 
tives of the foundation course, 
particularly the emphasis on 
philosophy. 

H e was not disap- 
pointed. Although 
he found much of 
the teaching “quite 
ideological”, with modernism 
presented as an "evil” (rather 
than as the rally way to 
salvation, as in most conven- 
tional schools), he was im- 
pressed by the wide variety of 

approaches on offer. 

There was the pure gospel of 
Classicism preached by bom- 
. again disciples such as Julian 
BiduneO, but there was also an 
interest in ah "organic" archi- 
tecture inspired by the weird 
anthropo m orp h ic timber betfl- 
dings of Imre Makovecz, arch- 
itect of die dragon-like 
Hungarian Pavilion at the 
Seville Expo. Then there was 
the group therapy offered by 
the Californian guru Christo- 
pher Alexander, and the in- 
sights into Oriental mysticism 
and sacred geometry taught 
by Keith Cridilow. as well as 
die earthy, practical applica- 
tion of Arts and Crafts philoso- 
phy demonstrated by solid 
practitioners such as Dick 
Reid, the sculptor and carver. 

That was at the beginning, 
however, and this spirit has 
been undermined by conflict 

between the several factions in 

the school ami by cruel politics 
at management level. In its six; 
years, the lr*titutc has had 
J. 



The magazine has been closed 


"Morale oi 
students 
and staff 
has been 
sapped 
and it is 
- difficult 
now to see 
how it 
can be 
revived’ 


four directors, which is surely 
too many to inspire confid- 
ence. Indeed, there have been 
so many changes of director 
and of direction that the mor- 
ale of students and staff has 
been sapped and it is difficult 
to see how it can be revived. 

The plush premises next to 
Regent's park certainly 1 -.cre- 
ated an aura of extravagance 
which the recent interest of the 
Charity Commissioners sug- 
gest is not illusory. Last year 
the original board of govern- 
ors. chaired by Lord Morris of 
Castle Morris, was summarily 
dismissed and replaced by one 
dominated ' by lawyers and 
with no architects, ft is this 
board that' recently closed the 
graduate school and killed off 
Perspectives despite the ostens- 
ibkrcornmitmentoTtiie Prince. 


When talking to people in- 
volved with ffie Institute, a 
consistent complaint emerges 
that it has not been allowed toe 
time to settle down and to 
pursue its aims. Educational 
institutions need consistent di- 
rection and periods of stabil- 
ity. and the Institute has been 
denied both. 

nd for this toe indi- 
vidual who gave his 
royal name to the 
.school must surely 
,be held responsible. Certainly 
the Institute could never have 
Been established without his 
encouragement and his ability 
to raise mihiom from toe tikes 
of the Sultan of Brunei, but he 
has failed to nurture ' his 
creation. Instead — like many 
of great wealth, who are 



____ ityr-he 
i -tbo ready to act on 
the advice of the last person he 
has talked to. 

It would • seem to be the 
nature of royalty to attract 
sycophants arid careerists, and 
toe pity is that toe Prince of 
.Wales has not listened to those 
who have toe Institute's best 
interests at heart, for it really 
is — or was — doing some- 
thing valuable. 

A tan Ptjwers, the Institute's 
librarian and the architectural 
correspondent of The Specta- 
tor, remains convinced that it 
offers what no other school 
can provide, but he sometimes 
despairs of attitudes both 
within and without Inside the 
Institute, the Classicists have 
been narrow and bigoted, ada- 
mantly refusing to accept that 
there may be several roads to 
architectural salvation, while 
toe blinkered hostility of the 
architectural establishment 
and toe RIBA has only can- 
firmed his worst fears. 

“What the world won’t ■un- 
derstand," Powers says, “is 
that what the Institute is about 
is dose to modernism— .to me, 
toe good modernism." TTiat is, 
a modem ariAitecfore.coir- 
cemed with social purpose 
and good building. But. Pow- 
ers says, the positive nature of 
the whole project has only 
really been aired in Perspec- 
tives — and that admirable 
publication - has now . been 
killed off 

After an uncertain start, 
Perspectives evolved into a 
magazine of broad, non-parti- 
san scope which took an 



intelligent ii\tgr<gt in v all 
schools* 6T current architec- 
ture, “Architecture is not a 
subject just for toe specialist, 
toe practitioner or toe intellec- 
tual,’' preached an article in. 
the first issue under the by-line 
of the Prince. "It is a subject for 
people, for all of us, because it 
is a subject which forms our 
lives, creates our environment 
and expresses our deepest 
feelings about the world in 
which we live. That is why I 
feel so strongly about the 
subject matter of this new 
magazine." 

It seems to me that Per- 
spectives fully lived up to those 
high hopes. Yet the Prince — 
whose three white feathers 
appeared on its cover — seems 
to haw acquiesced in its sad 
demise. 

It has, however, been sug- 
gested that the Prince did not 
really care for the catholic 
policy pursued by Giles 
Worsley, the editor, for there 
can be no doubt that HRH 
knows what he likes, or dis- 
likes. Indeed, the Prince of 
Wales's architectural judg- 
ments' have always been sus- 
pect The truth is that he said 
nothing novel or unus ual jp 
his Hampton Court speech. 
The orthodoxies of the Mod- 
em Movement in architecture 
— high-rise, prefabricated, 
reinforced concrete housing 
arid toe rest — had been under 
attack for the previous decade, 
and it might be argued that the 
Prince simply made matters 
worse by driving all toe old 
modernists into an entrenched 
and resentful position. 


monstrous car- 


gibe about the chorea ±1 


Perhaps th^" 
bunde" gibe al 
design for the National Gal- 
lery extension was apprqpri- -v- 
ate. for it was a poor design : : 
and a bad scheme. But other - 1-", 
j5ubtic pronouncements seem i . " 
little more than soundbites. Tb 
describe toe new British lib- 
rary, a deeply serious response ■ 
to a civilised brief, as an . . 
"academy for training secret-' *' 
police" was cheap and 
frivolous. 

What does toe Prince of 
Wales actually like? New pro- 
jects on his Duchy of Cornwall 
Estate in Kennington suggest . . 
that he goes for that easy- ‘ 
lookin’ Classicism, with lots of 
columns and pediments, assov- 
dated with Quinlan Terry. 
There is no evidence that at 
can distinguish between go^d 
and had traditional buikfegs 
any more than between ima&- 
native and pedestrian modern. ; 
architecture. 




E 





Redevelopment of London’s Paternoster Square worried the Prince, who feared it would blight St feud’s Cathedral 



(or that is what mat- 
ters. POimdbury, the 
residential develop- 
ment near Dorchester 

masterminded' by. Leon Krier 
— one of the*. really serious 
architectural minds of our 
time — was meant to demon- 
strate the validity of tradition- 
al principles. ' ‘ 

Yet the Prince has- foiled to. 
stop the scheme bong com- 
promised, provokmg-its ere- . 

a tor to retreat to the South of 
France in disgust 
Indeed, the casualty list ■ 
resulting from the Prince*, 
involvement in architecture -? 
whether from, his vacillation . 
and lack of support or from 
simply being blinded by t^e 
royal presence — is now Ira*. 
Politics within the Institute 
has always been vinous, even 
by toe standards of academics. 
And now toe Prince of Wales's 
court seems to want to dis- 
tance .him from areas of tiojfe* 
troversy, and that mesas 
architecture. 

After all Lady Browner 
Wilkinson, the new dtadraab 
of toe governors under whore 
leadership so many havtjfe 
signed, is the lawyer who 
handled Camilla Parker 
Bowles’S divorce. So the Prihfie 
of Wales* Institute for Archi- 
tecture seems likely, to 
victim to the changed orcofe- 
stances created by the death of . 
Diana, Princess of Wales. 

What is sad' is ' that :to*r 
worthy — and important-—: 
aims of the Institute have hem 
tarnished by all this frivolity ; ' 
perhaps it would havebeen 
better if the Prince hod newer 
rt up. ff he was not prepared 
to see things, through. Watch-'; 
tng from a safe distance' has . 
given me an acute understand- 
mg of what, say, toe court of 
wuis XV must havebeenlikt-- 
It is ahnost enough to 
one & republican. • 
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Pitman talks to Jade Qumingham, [he feisty Agriculture Minister who is no friend to the farmers 


Mr 
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Jade P imningtiam- flie muffocriticised Agrioiltifaie Minister *f gre w up InrifagneKt tio a farm and! used to work there in the nmnner hnKriays.1 walk- 1 fish and T have farming friends — even heef fanners. I’m a rural man at heart" 


IN HIS OWN WORDS 


■ “The idea that there is a cheque sitting in Brussels that 1 
can bring back to British tanners cost-free is simply not the 
case" December 1997 

■ There is oversupply of beef throughout Europe, and a 
long-term decline in consumption of beef everywhere. The 
Government is convinced of the need for substantial 
restructuring of the industry" December 1997 

■ "It [the CAP] infuriates farmers, it angers 
environmentalists and it upsets consumers. You have got to 
be pretty stupid to go on spending that much money every 
year, and ending up infuriating everyone and pleasing no 
on e" January 1998 

■ “I understand that you {farmers] would like more money. 
So would many other sectors of the British economy. So 
would the health service. So would teachers" February I98S 


-< J4. 


J ack Cunningham, Agriculture 
Minister, farmers' foe; son of a 
Labour trade union leader and 
product of a rugged proletarian 
upbringing steeped in the old Labour 
movement is in foil flow, dredging up 
1 his best muddy credentials; “l was 
brought up in foe countryside. I grew 
up living next to a farm and l used to 
work on the farm in the summer 
holidays — for free — because I liked it. 

I like being out with the harvest ... 1 
walk, I fish and 1 have farming friends 
— even beef farmers, you know. I’m a 
rural man at heart" 

The son of the soil’s reminiscences 
sound a little awkward. The trouble is 
that sincerity in politics is like sincerity 
in acting — you’ve got to know haw to 
fake it. And Cunningham just looks 
and sounds a bit too metropolitan for 
this kind of manure-on-wetfy talk. He 
has only just recovered from a role as 
shadow spokesman for National Heri- 
tage. in a thespian doak, trying to 
convince die public of his luvvy 
credentials and his sincere apprecia- 
tion of opera, ballet and fine art 
Whar he really looks like is a career 
politician. It is 28 years since, at the age 
of 30. he won the Labour Whitehaven 
sent rir has been known as Copeland. 
!since 1983). a 400 -square-mtte constitu- 
ency in west and south Cumbria 
\ comprising remote farming communi- 
tics, part of the Lake District national 
park and the Sella field nudear plant 
Cunningham has held the seat ever 
since. . . . 

g Today he wears an ■ immaculate 
white starched shirt initialled “JAC“ on 
the breast pocket (white thread on 
white for extra exclusivity). He has a 
couture silk tie and is possibly die fast 
man in Britain © wew. a jojakestan 
belt. The swejpt-back hair and the slight 
1 impression of fake tan givesjiim a 
certain air of Ibia-o^Thames. There is 
-ilso a sense that he is entirely 
1 Comfortable with Cteis . Smith’s re 
ported comment that he is one of the 
U> most handsome members of the 
■ Cabinet (Tony Blair, of course, being 

,h aSgham stayedaway fromdrc 
i.' Countryside March fast Sunday 

Sorts, the knights of the 

and ■ 


kicked farmers in Ihe teeth. My income over several monihs. "In banning beef 
is down 40 per cent And associated on the bone we were signalling to 
industries are suffering, too, because Europe that we were being tough. We 
farmers aren’t able to invest" were saying: let us export our beef. It'S 

' “He’s an ignorant [rig and he won’t safe now." 
listen to our point of view," said However, despite ihe safety raea- 
Clifford Milton, from north Devon, sures, the ban on British and Northern 
“He’s slammed a ban on beef on the . Irish beef stfll bolds across die Euro- 
bone and now there must be more pean Union: “I expect we will be taking 
farmers committing suicide than there a decision on that next month." 

- are deaths from CJD. I was brought up For all the beefy bravado. Cunning- 
on beef and full-cream milk. They ham clearly is concerned about the 
should leave us alone." perceived stink hanging over his 

Have we returned to the days when; ‘ ministry. Last week he announced that 
like the late 1980s. it was deemed £35 million required to introduce a 
proper for the Government to shove its cattle tracing system and £35 million to 
noses into the dietary and other habits implement new controls at abattoirs 
of perfect strangers? Today we are told would now be found by the Treasury 
to stop smoking, stop hunting, curtail rather than extracted bom farmers* 
our enjoyment of beef, cut down on pockets. This policy U-tum seemed fa 
fatty foods, drink less when driving owe less to any new-found desire to be 

and (if elderly) try to nice to country folk and 

get through the winter rather more to political 

without dying of hypo- ‘Not mailV prudence in the face of 

thenrria. If we were to J - 250,009 angry people 

stay indoors and stick Twmle from HIV marc^ng through the 
rigorously to a diet of _ ■* capitals streets, 

pasteurised muesli and COnstitUGIlCV Agriculture has re- 
raw celery juice we J cently been both a 

sh siS£h wouw buy . SPs*, jsfls 

SfgSJMS T-bone steaks. . 

for new Labour’s Bossy npu pv mil W n *t S 8 * 

Tendency Bur in. per- lllvj.uiuiuii.i; has embraced it whole- 
con he does not show heartedly. He has sent 

the slightest sign of 3JX0rCI ulGlll. - teams of ministry 

concern. “I don’t feel as ■ peopfo marching out 

if T -m being blamed. mto the country to talk 

Not at all I don’t fed like a scapegoat to fanners, postmen, teachers and 
and that T-bone steak gang -. . . others. And he has subjected himself to 
ueh" You get the feeling thaihe is not regular torture, addressing farmers* 
amused by namby-pamby chefc be- conferences mid warning them of his 
nUrnine the end of pungent beef intention to support the reduction of 
EmSiotl and the T-bone steak and farming subsidies. ‘ 

SrStins classes. “1 have been sent to fake these people 

“You wouldn't see many people from an;" he said when he took up the job. 
mv constituency queueing up on a Today .he says he is “enjoying every 
iSdav for their T-bone steaks. They minute of ir. 

SSant afford it. No, the Govern- Brute farce and bloody-mindedness 
^n^noIiCTls to eliminate risk, to are part of his arsenaL and the fames’ 
SSSre Sot BSE-infected material does angry jeers evidently sfip .easily off a 
into thefood chain. And we will tough skin. His masochistic efforts are 
SSk totan^rts of the carcaai .off. Blair has been heard to 

S^JTreiden^daB risky: the head, single him oirt ,as one of Ac top three 
to®* fhvmus . it will go on performing ministers m the Cabinet, 

and Sere ; and he % considered a possible 
«Jw°tIifaL*mdlSs of the carcass that replacement ^Mo Mawfam as 
m ^JSafefortbepuWictoeaL" Northern Ireland secretaiy, which 
weconsi«r saw tem^iling along would signal a real promotion. 

Ct 2^1 n ^^^iSteS port’ However, Cunningham is 58 and 
just fine m knows his p^’ralfoture is limited. He 

has had a Imgaraiuniq^ career witii 

oivthe4wnc ban ^ potit- many ops and downs pie is one of 

sugg«w>n JijRL deasfon Labours IcmgesHerving MPs). .When 

ical cities ffiat IL.—itinc Blair, hav- Jim Callaghan became Prune Munster 

in iStTS years after Ctmningtam 
fog saying the first won his seat he was appointed a 

pariiamenfary undereecretary- When 


for new Labour’s Bossy nr*u pv f 
Tendency. Bur in per- v 

son he does not show r /r ■ 

the slightest sign of dllUlV 

concern. “1 donl icel as ■ 
if rm being blamed. 

Not at all. I don’t Fed like a scapegoat 
and that T-bone steak gang ■. . . 
ugh." You get the feeling that ^ejs rwt 
amused by namby-pamby chefc be- 
moaning the end of pungent beef 
bouillon, and the T-bone steak and 

many people from 
my constituency queueing upana 
Friday for their T-bone steaks. They 
couldn't afford it. No, the Govern- 
ment's policy is to eliminate psk, to 
Ssure S BSE-infected maimal doa 
mto the food chain. And we wfll 
S^ue to ban parts 
St are identified as nsk£ the head, 
the spleen, the thymus ... it will go on 
aTlSg?s the risk is titere and thwe 
less and less of the carcass that 
we consider safe for ^ 


They couldn’t, 
afford them’ 


Labour lost power in 1979, he failed to 
shine in a series of shadow posts, but 
spent ihe 1980s boosting his bank 
account with a number of lucrative 
corporate consultancies. In May last 
year, Blair considered Cunningham’s 
rare ministerial experience invaluable 
for his new Cabinet. 

Cunningham is not a character in 
the sense of bring flamboyant; eccen- 
tric or a crank. He has become a 
parliamentary character by skill, per- 
sistence, the careful gathering of cro- 
nies and by dint of his long service. But 
while the perceived personalities of 
Fetor Manddson and Alastair Camp- 
bell tell us much about the spirit of the 
Blair age, Cunningham does not quite 
fit in. He was bom in Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne and lived in The tied cottage of a 
grandfather who worked down the 
mines. His Catholic father was a trade 
union leader and his Methodist mother 
was a housewife. The young Cunning- 
hams were well fed but nothing fancy, 
were taught to keep their nails dean 
and were introduced into the Church of 
England. 

Cunningham went to Jarrow Gram- 
mar School and got a place at Durham 
Universiiy to read chemistry. He grew 
up in an era when young men 
Biyi creemed their hair and the excite- 
ment of the week was going to the 
pictures on a Saturday night. He met 
his wife, Maureen, at a church dance 
when he was 16 and “got together with 
her" two years later. They have three 
children; Catherine, 2& Alexandra. 26, 
and Jonathan, 24. 



A country boy; Jack 


MOTHKRS, LOVERS & 

OTHER PEOPLE’S 
CHILDREN 


C unningham may have effort- 
lessly acquired a suave, ur- 
bane knowingness, and his 
manner and speech have lost 
most traces of his origins. But he has 
never been clubbable, Ik is not the sort 
to bother buttering people up. He is 
more the brutish, semi-bouse-trained 
old Labour heavy with a rough tongue. 
He can aiso-be arrogant At a recent 
Commons debate on the beef-orrthe- 
bone ban, he stayed away and fielded 
his deputy. Jeff Rooker. instead, but be 
was spotted in the Commons’ smoking 
room. Perhaps be wanted to show 
contempt for the Tories, but this was 
not considered a dever move. 

Most farmers understand that subsi- 
dies are going to be cut whether it is 
Cunningham in charge or someone 
rise; But they want the cuts to be made 
with an understanding of the 
practicalities of rural fife. Subsidy 
busting (tone with arrogance in his dty 
goifs suit fa not Ekely to make Jack 
“Boots" Cunningham the farmers’ 
friend. But then again, 1 don’t suppose 
he minds that too much- 



The stimnmo; new novel hx 

TROLLOPE 


‘Compulsive! v readable 

Sunday Express 
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Shipshape for model customer 


Michael Cable meets 


Royal Opera baritone 


Thomas Allen at a 


frequent port of call 


O pera lovers who happen to 
catch sight of baritone Thom- 
as Allen rummaging through 
a rubbish skip in the street 
need not be concerned. The Royal Opera 
star has not fallen on desperate times; he 
has merely started on a new model boat 
project 

Although he gets most of his materials 
for his models from Maritime Models of 
Greenwich — just a belaying rope’s throw 
from the Cuiiv Sark — many of his non- 
kit models, such as the miniature 1:250 
scale replica of the northeast oollier Vane 
Tempest that is his special pride and jay. 
are made almost entirely from odds and 
ends. This takes a great deal of imagina- 
tive improvisation — which is where the 
contents of rubbish skips can come in 
handy. 

“If you know what you’re looking for, 
you can find all kinds of useful bits and 
pieces," he says, adding: “It’s not the sort 
of thing Pavarotti would do and l suppose 
it could be a bit embarrassing if 
somebody recognised me. My wife gets 
very concerned and tells me I must stop 
doing it." 

A single hair from Mrs Alien's head 
forms the deck rail along one side of the 
Vane Tempest . and one from his step- 
daughter’s head along the other. The hull 
was fashioned from a piece of scrapwood 
salvaged from a skip and the ventilators 
were formed by cutting the rads from pill 
capsules. The tiny oars in the lifeboats 
were carved from toothpicks. 

Attention to detail is much admired at 
Maritime Models; shop assistant David 
Sam brook is an international judge for 
model-making competitions. The re- 
search that goes into making a model is 
very much part of the pleasure." says 53- 
year-old Mr Allen, who buys books and 
plans From Maritime Models. 

“You can leam a lot in the process. The 
Vane Tempest, for example, belonged to 
the Londonderry's, who owned a lot of the 
coalfields in Durham, around where l 
was brought up. She was one of the 
colliers that plied between the old coal 
port of Seaham, which was my home 
town, and London. She would come up 
the Thames as far as Battersea, which is 
why her funnel and 
masts had to be de- 
signed so that they could 
be lowered.” 

Mr Allen traces his 
interest in ships and 
boats bade to the days 
when his father, who 
worked in the credit 
department of a Simder- 
Land department 'Store, would take him 
for walks up to aihigh vantage point in 
the town to look down on the Wear 
which, bade ft$kin the early Fifties, was 
still swarming with ships. 

"Tugboats, fishing boats, ships on 
pontoons, ships in dry docks and ships on 
the stocks waiting to be launched — it was 
a wonderful sight." he recalls, adding: 
“My grandfather worked in the ship- 
yards and two other members of my fam- 
ily are marine engineers, so I feel that 
ships and the sea are very much in the 
blood." 

Model-making came easily to him; he 
has always been good with his hands. 
His first ambition was to be an eye 
surgeon. “I certainly didn't grow up 
always w anting to be an opera singer." he 





SHOP WATCH 


■ Joseph’s latest store 
opens m King* Street. 

Manchester, this muntn. 

Housed in a Grade il 
listed building, with a 
sleds limestone floor, it 
promises die familiar 
cod Joseph ambience 
and the full complement 
of spring 1998 clothes. 
For . details telephone 
0171-590 6200- 

■ Planet Organic is a 
supermarket with the 
works, from free-range 
meat to vitamins and 
organic beer, plus a jute 
bar for that essential 
wheatgrass pick-me-up. 
CaH fin: same-day ventral 
London home delivery 
10171-221 7171). 

■ Muji. the Japanese 
nolabd chain, now has 
pure cosmetics to match 
its pure designs. Face 
Water and Face Milk are 
£2.95. and lotions, soaps 
and shampoos smell of 
mandarin or citrus, find 
Muji* biggest store ut 
IS7 Oxford Street. W1 
(0171-323 2208). 

■ Touch Design's mail- 
order catalogue is full of 
hand-made homewares. 



David Sambrook of Mantime Models inspects a scaled-down HMS Bluebell made by opera singer Thomas Allen. “Ships and the sea are in my blood, "he says 


my 
favourite 
shop 


says. Even when he 
started singing in the 
church and school 
choirs and it became 
dear that he was 
blessed with an excep- 
tional voice, it wasn’t 
seen as an obvious 
career path. There was 
no precedent where I came from;" "he 
explains. “Luckily, my physics master 
was also a professional ringer and he 


tenors their monopoly of the spotlight 
“I’d rather be a dour, stable baritone titan 
a flighty tenor, having to worry about 
those high notes every night of the week,” 
he grins. 

However, he does get irritated by the 
idea that opera is elitist. There is no 
reason why everyone should not be able 
to enjoy and appreciate it," hesays. “It is 
too expensive, but that* because it is not 
properly funded.” * • 

Although he is booked up afl summer 


gave me a lot of advice aajjattlBEgft: the 


merit, and I ended up winning a place at 
the Royal College ofMusic." 

Renowned especially for his Don 
Giovanni, a role he has made his own 
since he first sang it at Gtyndeboume 21 
years ago. he has gone on to establish 
himself as one of the world's most sought- 
after singers, but remains refreshingly 
untemperamentaL “Most singers are 
very practical, down-to-earth people," he 
insists. “The idea of the pampered prima 
donna is the stuff of old Viennese films 
and the myth of Maria Callas and 
Caruso." 

He doesn’t envy the attention-grabbing 


world, and is currently rehearsing Cosi 
fan tutte for the Royal Opera, whidt 
opens on March 17, he would like to move 
into straight acting. “It* a desire that 
won’t go away." he says. “I’m talking to 
various people. 

“In the meantime, though, I’ve seen a 
tugboat here today that I think might be 
next on my model slipway.” ’ 

• Maritime Models, 7 Nelson Road, 
Greenwich, London SEK 1 9JB (0I81-8S8 5661). 
Open Mon to Sal 930am-6pm. 

• Readers are offered two tickets for the price 
of one to see Thomas Allen in Cosl fan tutfe,- 
far details, see page 21 



Based in Greenwich, the store is dose to the dry dock where the Cutty Sark is kept 


Touch Design table 


For a catalogue call OI72S 
55288S or visit the shop at 
51 High Street, b Penny 
Handley, Salisbury. 
Wiltshire. 

■ Borough Market, 

' home to south easr Lon- 
don* fruit and veg 
wholesale market is. set 
to expand into quality 
food retailing. Neal* 
Yard Daisy is already 
there, with a brilliant 
selection of cheeses from 
the British Isles, at 6 
Park Street, London SE1 
. {0171-403 9544 or 0171-107 
1800 for mail order). 

■ UPDAT E: Liberty 

^Wfl^^^brics have a 
blonde-wood showroom 
of their own. Find it in 
the basement of the Os- 
borne & little shop. 304 
King* Road. SW3.(017I- 
352 1456)... Follow the 
fashion cognoscenti to 
APC French designer 
Jean Toutoui* new shop 
at 40 Ledbury Road, Wll 
(0171-2294933). • 

Judith Wilson 



THE WORST thing 
about mobile telephones 
is that they ring. Unless 
you are a bom extrovert, 
it can be a cringe-mak- 
ing moment when you 
are in public. Due out at 
the end of this month is 
the first of a new range 
of essential accessories 
that could put an end to 
such untimely embar- 
rassments. This is a 
small light powered by a 
tiny battery that flashes 
whenever a call is made 
to a mobile phone in its 
vidnity. 

Available initially as a 
small key-fob made of 
dear blue plastic, the 
phdne light will also 



Mobile phone key-ring 

appear on the top of pens 
later in the year. Armed 
with one of these lights, 
you can leave the ringer 
off your mobile, or leave 
your mobile in your bag, 
without fear of missing 
that important call. Of 
course, you have to keep 
half an eye on the tight 
instead, but it is easy 
enough to spot when it 
does go off. 

The next generation of 
the gadget could be even 
smarter — small vibrat- 
ing key-fobs that can be 
slipped into a pocket. 

Tim Wapshott 

• Mobile Phone Key-ring, 
£9.95. available shortly 
from The Gadget Shop 
pM82 860860). 
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Game plans 


LEFT: Blue striped Nnft dress. 
El 05.50, Strenesse/SeWridges, 
Wl, and selected stores 
nationwide (0171-823 3799). 
Btue zip-up fleece hood top, 
£35, Warehouse, see right 

BELOW: Blue nylon shiny 
jacket, £119.99, Diesel. Blue 
floral embroidered skat £ 3939 , 
Kooka/, Wl (0171-937 4411). 
Blue leather shoes, £45,' Ravel. 
Oxford Street. Wl, and 
branches nationwide 
(0171-4363126) 




L ondon Fashion Week 
may have proved that 
British designers are 
the masters of street 
style, but American design is 
.fit and fighting back. Sports- 
wear, long the favoured ap- 
parel of every American, has 
gone from the baseball stadi- 
um to fee high street wife 
mainstream US designers 
such as Calvin Klein, Donna 
Karan and Ralph Lauren lead- 
ing the field with their coDec- 
tions of fashionable fleeces, 

tracksuit pants and trainers. 

American sportswear influ- 
ences have been wife us since 
tiie Fifties, when jeans, plim- 
solls and baseball jackets were 
the height of cooL This time, 
though, it is not a single item 
but a whole look we are 
appropriating. Entire sports- 
wear ranges are now bong 
integrated into na in s tream 
collections. 

According to Archie Fernan- 
dez, sales director of Bjorn 
Borg, fee influence of the 
sports industry an designer 
collections has been phenome- 
nal, resulting in his c ompan y 
having ‘'both casualwear and 
dubwear collections with an 
‘active’ influence”. 

Although tiie collections use 
the traditional colours and 
styles of tike sports field — 
grey, red, black and white, 
wife trademark stripes and 
zip4ronted jackets — the new 
spring look is also soft, lenu- 
nine and comfortable. 



P aramount on the 
spring/summer cat- 
walks is luxury. In 
New York, Calvin 
Klein showed tracksuit pants 
and zip-fronted hooded jackets 
in pale silk; Bill Blass a white 
silk crepe tennis dress; 
Vivienne Tam loose linen 
drawstring “sweatpants” wife 
heavily beaded spaghetti-strap 
tops. 

Wearing the foil strip is not 
essential. The idea is to mix 
basic fashion nans wife 
sportswear — drawstring 
pants wife sequinned tops: 
little laoe skirts wife fine silk 
sweatshirts; naval-inspired 
dresses wife spiky heels. The 
goal is not looking like a team 
player, but joining in the 
young and relaxed spirit of the 
this spring’s fashion game. 

Lisa Grainger 







ABOVE: Red knit tank-top, £49.99: red knit cardigan. £69.99. Diesel, 

43 Eariham Street WC1 (0171-833 2255). Khaki linen mix drawstring trousers, 
£89.95, Planet, major department stores (0181-600 8022) 

ABOVE LEFT: Suedette charcoal drawstring top, £125, Joseph, 26 Sloane 
Street, SW1 (0171-590 6200). Khaki shorts, £25, Warehouse. 96 King's Road, 
SW3 (0171-2783491). Snakeskin sandals, £145, Russell & Bromley, 
24-25 New Bond Street, Wl (0171-629 6903) 

LEFT: Grey fleece top, £39.99, Next branches nationwide (0116-284 9424). 
Grey crape skirt wife lace trim, £40, French Connection, 
branches rationwide (0171-399 7200) 

Hair and make-up by SaHy Kvathebn for Jo Hansford (0171-495 7774) 
Styling by Amandtp UppaL Model: Rebecca 




THREE 
Or A KIND 


Watches to 
suit every 



Black Velcro- 
fastening 
Eclipse watch, 
£50. Fossle, 
Debenhams, 
(01908 
548600} 


Burgundy and 
blue fabric- 
strap watch, 
£99.99, 

G. Shock. 55 
Neal Street, 
WC2 (0171- 
497 0534; mail 
order 0800 
387146) 
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If ^ Hofels High Strength Ginger can 

* ** warm both you and your other 

H,G VJJ?r E » GTH hal£ ' which is fortunate, because 

GINGER 

at this time of year many people 
need warming. Carefully formulated by Seven Seas, 
Hofels High Strength Ginger is a convenient, one-a-day 
herbal preparation that's easy to take all year round. So 

whenever you need a little 
warmth, why not try Hofels 
nUDBCBni High Strength Ginger? 
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Pino Arlacchi , the “champion of pizza chefs', disputes the widely-held view that pizza is a Neapolitan dish from the LSth century, and suggests it has ancient Arab origins 


Throw dough the 
Neapolitan way 


I s Italian pizza in crisis, uneat- 
able, going down the pan? Not 
according to Ciro Moffa. the 
owner of one of Rome's most 
successful pizzerias, dose to the 
illuminated fountains of the Piazza 
del Pbpolo. Every evening the narrow 
pavement outside Pizza Re (“King 
Pizza”), his modem, brightly lit 
restaurant is packed with pizza 
lovers vying for a table, and he even 
has to provides hissing gas heater to 
keep die crowds warm on winter 
nights. 

Only established three years ago. 
Pizza Re is a firm favourite with the 
young and fashionable. ‘The secret 
lies in the ingredients.** Moffa says, 
waving his amis about exuberantly. 
"Pizza was invented in Naples, I am 
from Naples, and our pizzas are 100 
per cent Neapolitan ” 

But the Italian food authorities are 
sufficiently alarmed by the decline of 
the pizza — the very essence of Italy, 
according to Britain^ EU presidency 
logo, which, controversially, uses a 
pizza as the Italian symbol — to lay 
down new' standards for pizza chefc 
to follow'. There are 20,000 pizzerias 
in Italy — and that* not counting the 
bakers who sell pizza by the slice as 
street food. A million pizzas are 
consumed every day. 

Bur. as many tourists know to their 
cost, not everything sold as pizza is 
worthy of the name. You don't find 
anything quite as bizarre as the 
concoctions which pass for pizza in 
London or New York. “Deep pan" is 
an unknown concept in the land of 
the pizza's birth, mercifully, as are 
many of the more eclectic toppings. 
But there are plenty of soggy, greasy 
or thinly topped Italian examples ro 
give pizza a bad name. 

To the delight of native Neapoli- 
tans, the National Standards Insti- 
tute, known by its initials as UNI. has 
plumped for genuine Neapditan- 
style pizzn in its efforts to guarantee 
quality. 

“We are going to award certificates 
the way we da for wine,” a UNI 
official explained. Pizzerias which 
pass the Naples test wiU be declared 
worthy of a “DOC" certificate (the 
initials stand for “Di Origine 
Controllara"). Przzaioli (pizza chefs) 
who hope to qualify may no longer 
use just any old tomatoes, cheese, or 
olive oil. 

The tomatoes must be plum ones, 


in 8mm dice. “Round tomatoes’' are 
allowed only on the simplest of 
pizzas, the Margherita, named after 
Queen Margherita (1851-1926, wife of 
King Umberto of Savoy) and topped 
with tomato, cheese and basil (the 
“red. white and green" of the Italian 
flag). The cheese must be mozzarella 
made from buffalo milk (a tall order, 
given the dedining number of buffalo 
in Italy), the olive oil must be “extra 
virgin” and the only salt permitted is 
sea salt. 

Rolling pins are banned: the pastry 
must be tossed by hand, and the dish 
must be cooked in a wood-fired oven 
( fomo a legno) at a temperature of 
between 420 and 480 degrees. 

At his family pizzeria in the tough 
working-class neighbourhood of 
Magliana, I found Pino Arlacchi, the ' 
“champion of pizza chefs”, distinctly 
sceptical about standards,. DOC cer- 
tificates and bureaucracy in general. 
He suspects a “Naples plot" is behind 
it all. 

Arlacchi, a wiry and tireless 31- 
year-old. teaches at the pizza school in 
the fashionable Rome suburb of 
Parioli, where the course lasts three 
weeks. He also has to cater to the 
discerning housewives and burly 
builders and mechanics who crowd 
into his pizzeria for lunch, and whose 1 
culinary standards are high indeed. 


T i 

ing skill in tossing enormous 
amounts of pizza dough in 
the air, twirling the discs of 
pastry — which have the feel and 
consistency of chamois leather — 
over his head and under his knees 
before slapping them back on to the 
stainless-steel worktop in a cloud of 
flour. 

In his kitchen he proudly displays 
his silver “pizza championship" cups, 
awarded by the Lazio region. But he 
is unrepentant about his new electric 
oven, which can take six long trays at 
a time. “We are open dawn to 
midnight.” he explains. 

He agrees with the UNI regula- 
tions on the use of sea salt and extra 
virgin oil. “But you have to bear in 
mind, Roman pizzas are thinner than 
Neapolitan ones. They are less 
bready, they weigh only 120 grams to 
a Neapolitan 250 grams ” 

Arlacchi also challenges the as- 
sumption — paraded as feet on the 
back of the glossy Pizza Re menu — 


that pizza originated in Naples in the 
I8th century. 

“I think it goes back much earlier 
than that." he says. “Pizza is one of 
man’s earliest dishes, related to flat 
Arab breads cooked on hot stones in 
the sun.” And many Italian pizzerias 
are run by Arab immigrants. 

For Arlacchi. who learnt the pizza 
trade at 18 from his mother, Maria . 
Teresa (who still works in the shop), 
the secret ties not in the UNI recipe - 
but in the dough, which in his case is \ 
“one part water to one part flour”. ; 
The traditional pizza dough is made 
of one part water to two parts flour, 
and is much heavier. 

“I use North American flour, with 
added soya, tap water at room 
temperature, fresh yeast, plus salt 
and oil," Arlacchi says. He makesr3ff • 
kg of dough a day. and keeps it in tite 
fridge for 48 hours to “prove”. He 
cooks it at 380 degrees, below the 
UNI recommended level. “ It's more 
digestible." he says. 

One of London’s top Italian chefs, 
Giorgio Locatelli, says that the best 
pizza recipe is usually the simplest 
one. “We are talking about the Italian 
pizza, not the English one eaten in 
front of the television.” 

Though unimpressed by the idea of 
a DOC for pizza — “it’s tike having a . 
DOC far a sandwich; impossible" — ’ 
Locatelli is religious not only about 
his pizza recipes but also about the 
ovens they are cooked in. For his 
Soho restaurant Spiga, which opens 
next week, he brought over a special- 
ist oven builder from Italy. In turn, 
the builder brought Italian water 
with him for the cement mix. 

Like the Arlacchi family, he agrees 
until the Standards Institute that 
“good pizza is getting harder to find 
in Rome”. Those who want to taste ft 
can try Arlacchi’s prize-winning spe- 
cialities, such as his asparagus, 
salami and mozzarella pizza, or his 
mashed pumpkin, bacon and mozza- 
rella pizza garnished with artichoke 
leaves; or Moffo’s Capricriosa (ham, 
artichokes, mushrooms and olives) or 
Vesuvius (mozzarella, cream and 
peppers). 

You can also try what the Pizza Re 
menu calls “rustic tart". This does not 
refer to the young women in tight 
miniskirts who haunt the approach 
roads to Naples, but to pizza rustics, 
a deliciously light confection of eggs 
and ham resembling quiche. 



Signor Arlacchi shows how to throw dough the old-fashioned way 


THE DRINKS THAT TIME FORGOT 


Gin-and-It 


"T\ That’s yer poison?" As if from a 

\/\f Terence Rattigan comedy of man- 

T Y ners. would sound tile reply: “Ooh, 
gin-and-u for me, darling.” The all-but- 
forgonen pairing of London gin with Italian 
sweet vermouth was hugely popular with the 
ladies — always, ft seemed, at 5 o'clock. You 
would meet up with them at the old Quaglinos, 
or the Cafe de Paris between the wars. 

Where, when and why so completely “it" fell 
from grace is a mystery. The G&T remains a 
handy perennial; gin-based cocktails are enjoy- 
ing something of a revival. It is a sorry 
establishment that does not house a bottle of 
Martini Rosso and, at a push, a red Maraschi- 
no cherry to complete the ensemble, notably 
without ice. It sits half-way between forgotten 
and rediscovered, but it lacks the Hollywood 
“glamour" which seems essential for the full- 
blooded revival. You are unlikely to overhear 
Arnold Schwarzenegger ordering one at Planet 
Hollywood. 

From its early Dutch origins, gin. the 
“mother's ruin”, went through various stages of 
Hogarthian infamy before achieving respect- 
ability in polite society with the introduction of 
unsweetened, “dry" ®in in the 1870s. Empire- 
builders mixed it with Indian “tonic” water. 
Royal Navy officers mixed it with Angostura 
bitters (to produce a “pink gin”). Women took it 
with enthusiasm and a drop of vermouth. This 
aromatised wine may be the block to future 
popularity. 

The prevailing snobbery is for "pure”. 


HENRY HARRIS'S CHEAT OF THE WEEK 




uncomplicated and unsweetened ingredients. 
Until that trend passes, the ay for “gm-ancFir 
wiU be heard only in a dwindling number of 
golf clubs, and m old films on the telly. 

Kate Stronach 


THERE IS ONE phrase that 
sends a shiver down my spine 
when I vial someone’s bouse 
for the first time and am 
offered a roast joint: “Would 
you carve, HernyT A strategic 
withdrawal to the car is the 
first flung that springs to 
mind, but. sadly, I do possess 
some manners and have yet to 
refuse this honour. 

Worry over the treasured 
family carving knife that is 
usually proferred is die rea- 
son I have such cowardly 

thoughts. 

If ft is of the bone-handled 
variety, with a machete-type 
blade, then I know I'm in 
trouble — you never know 
which is the sharper edge. 

As interest in serious home 

cooking grows steadily, we 
are spending more on knives 
than we used to — yet we 
regularly ruin these very ex- 
pensive objects because we 
don't know how to sharpen 
them correctly. 

If is time fo admit defeat 
with the steel that you have 
spent years trying to master 
and get the ideal device for tire 
best cutting-edge the Cbantty 
knife sharpener. 

This contains two small 



steel surfaces in a spring- 
loaded mechanism whidi yon 

drag the knife through; after a . 
couple of drags, even the 
bluntest of knives wifi have a 
decent edge. 

I have tried countless imita- 
tions of this device (ifs been 
around for years), but this is 
the only one I would recom- 
mend. The one I have at borne 
has been fit use for more than 
ten years and stffiperfomis. 

You will now be thinking 
about a couple of knives to . 
enhance yoSfr collection, i 
only use four knives at home: 
a -small serrated knife; a 
Japancse-styfe dropping knife . 


with a Gran ton edge; a long 
carving knife, also with a 
Granton; and a 20cm cook’s 
knife. 

The Granton edged-knife 
has deep grooves scored unto 
each side of the blade. This 
gives an edge of varying 
degrees of thickness that 
makes carving and sharpen- 
ing easier it is also very good 
for preventing thin slices of 
fish from sicking to the blade 
and breaking up. 

As always, it is worth in- 
vesting in a good quality 
knife. I use Ed Wusthof of 
SoCngen (01782 825835 for 

stockists). 

Chantry knife sharpeners 
are available in department 
stores, kitchen shops and 
kitchen equipment mail-order 
companies. 

Happy carving, and watch 
those fingers! 

• Last week we mistakenly 
said that olives should be 
washed in an alcohol solution 
to remove bitterness. Alcohol 
should have read alkaline/ 

• Henry Harris Is chef at 
Harvey Nichols fifth Floor ' 

Restaurant in Knigh(sim4^. 
London , 


Ji chants Berry Bros & 
Rudd at 3 St James’s Street. 
London SW1, will think they 
are entering a time warp. The 
varnished frontage, greened 
with age. foe gilded lettering 
and Georgian windows all 
smack, of Dickens’ day and 
cannot have changed much 
Widow Bourne set up her 
coffee shop there in IMS- Step 
inside and the sloping floor, 
dark oak-panelled walls, an- 
tique bottles and roD-top desks 
all confirm the impression of 
an emporium trapped in time. 

Yet appearances can be de 
ceptive. Berry Bros is celebrat- 
ing its 300th anniversary this 
year, and at long last has 
awoken from a deep slumber. 
Two of those roll-top desks 
contain computer terminals 
linked to foe Internet, and the 
pinstriped-suited young men 
who man this double royal 
warrant-holders* 
shop deal in wine 
on their cordless 
phones. 

For years, Beriy 
Bros was losing 
more money than 
ft made cm wine. It 
was propped up / 
by sales erf Cutty 
Sark whisky, now 
ranked ninth 
Scotch in foe 
world. 

However, in the 
nick of time for its • 

tercentenary year, ■' 

Betty • Bros has- .• 
been resuscitated - 
— and by the un- 
likely agency. of foe airports 
operator BAA. lt approached 
Berry’s in 1994 with the propo- 
sition of opening a No 3 
lookalike at Heathrow’S Ter- 
minal 3. Initially, the worka- 
day wines that Berrys stocked 
failed u> impress the jetseL So 
Berry's trialled some of its 
finest and rarest bottles, and 
was stunned when the likes 
of a magnum of 1900 
Margaux went for E&500. 

Today *T3” in Berrys new- 
found 1990s parlance, stocks 
&) first-growth vintages and 
turns over £3 million annual- 
ly. T4”. or Berry’S second 
Heathrow shop at Terminal 4. 
with a small wine bar. is on 
course to add a further £2 
million this year. 

A second blessing from Ber- 
ry’s fairy godmother arrived 
last year in the shape of foe 
strongly based Sloane Avenue 
wine merchant Fields. Its 
wholesale trade to posh res- 
taurants like The Ivy and 
Caprice, plus an important 
array of 60 wine producers' 
agencies, breathed an extra 
gust of life into Bertys. 

As yet. Berry’s fascia has not 
replaced Fields in Sloane Ave- 
nue, and Fields staff are 
unchanged. But Berrys, previ- 
ously well-provided with per- 
sonal and corporate 
customers, now has a useful 
wholesale arm, currently 



pushing 20 different wines 
into Asda supermarkets. 

Berry’s has known for a 
long time that it had to 
smarten up its act if it was 
going to survive, and now it 
looks as if it will, thanks in i 
pan to brought-in manage- 
ment consultants, one of 
whom, Tony Easter, is now its 
managing director. He has 
been quick to home i n on 
Berry’s international custom- 
ers and the marketing 
opportunities. 

The best news for wine 
drinkers is that changes have 
also taken place in the manner 
and method that wine is 
bought. Gone is foe family 
Politburo, and in its place are 
Masters of Wine Alun Grif- 
fiths, formerly of Harrods and 
Fortnum & Mason, and David 
Robots. Mr Roberts is con- 
vinced that the thorough over- 
haul of Berry's own-label 
wines and frank discussions 
with tlteir produc- 
ere has resulted C 
in improvements 
that are two- 
thirds of the way 
- along the quality 
road they want to 
follow. 

My own lasting 
showed that Ber- 
iya has more 
work still to be 
done than it sup- 
poses. True. 1 was 
/ / thrilled with the 

/ / quality of Cha- 

/ /•' - i poutier’s 1995 St 
/ Pk Joseph with its ■ 

UJ . black-as-night 
violet, peppery 
Rhdne spice (E8. 95} and Antho- 
ny Barton’s ripe cedar and 
cinnamon-stashed 1995Medoc 
Anniversary Cuvee claret 
(£8.75). plus Faiveley’s 
Marmite and chocolate 1992 
Nuits St Georges ler Cru. Clos 
de la Marechale domaine- 

bo tried burgundy (£15.95). part 
of the anniversary selection. 

T he von Kesselstatt’s gor- 
geous golden, petrolly 
1989 Bemkasteler Lay 
Sp&tiese is . a £9.80 Mosel 
delight, as is Damaine Color’s 
1995 Morgen, a fine earthy, 
plummy and dnnamon-spiced 
beaujolais (E8.75). 

But of foe almost 40 Beny’s *r ! 
wines I tasted on this occasion, 
not enough had the stand- 
alone star quality that a seri- 
ous fine wine merchant selling 
serious quantities of fine wine 
should be able to muster. The 
Prince of Wales’s Highgrove- 
trio are not worth the £6.65- 
£8.75 asked for each, even if 
the profits go to a good cause 
and Benys 300th Anniversa- 
ry Cuvde Champagne (£1525) 
from Binet is a smoky, awk- 
ward blend that needs 
improving. 

Must try still harder should 
perhaps be Berry’s wine de- 
partment motto. 

NEXT WEEK: 

Irish whiskey 


Q 




1997 Montana Awatere 
Veftoy Vineyard Selection 
Rtesllng, Oddblns, £7.99 

Blow the budget this week on 
gloriously verdant spring 
bottle from New Zealand. 
Montana is foe Kiwis’ biggest 
wine producer and its new 
top-drawer range ot reserve 
wines, including this racy 
riesilngfrom 
specially 
selected 
vfneyardsin 
Marlborough's 
prime Awatere 
valley, are 
worth the ©ora. 
outlay. Savour 
this rich, 
concentrated 
riesling, foil at 
WenseGme 
and floral spice 
inthegardai 
. on a sunny day. 


1995 Marquis de Beaulieu 
Bordeaux, Catvet, The 
Victoria Wine Company, 
£5.99, or two tor £10 until 
March 30 

Award yourself an early Easter 
present with this deliciously 
ripe, perfumed dare!, whose 
first-division 1995 fruit delivers 
enticingly rich, fleshy 

flavours and a 
tong, firm, 
cedary finish. 
Discerning 
claret drinkers 
once gave a 
wide berth to 
CaNet.ButoI 
late 1 have been 
impressed by 
foe quality of its 
wfrias. 
particularly 
their tagte and 
value for 
money. 
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e c ass * c meal of mussels. 

— - es t ruffles with beer is now only 

hop and train ride away 


:lc Quitt v 




1 



k 

I 


H ow often do you change 

the menu, j asked the 

^ time s a year, 
with the seasons. Six 
seasons? According to Pierre 
^in^eneration 

patTon of Comme Chez Soi the 
atorr in February with 
“ ai * 1™®*- ^ove on tojets^di 
houb on (or hop shoots). fren 
morale* (die wild mwhn2o?3 
May), and pnmeurs (the first erf 
summer’s fruits and vegetables) 

th ^L? r , y 531116 Mid duck and 
partndge), and finally the main 
game season (wild boar, venison 
and hare) and white truffles. 

H .^ L n the Wtche ns of one of the 
restaurants. I watch 
M Wynams* brigade, including 
rus son and son-in-law, prepare the- 
exquisite dishes for which the 
restaurant is famous, including 
Jilets de sole, mousseline au rr'es- 
ting et aux crevertes gases. 

The good news is that Comme 
Chez Soi, like the rest of the good 
eating places in Brussels, is now 
only two hours and 40 minutes 
from London by Eurostar, less if 
Ashford is your nearest station. 

Each area of Brussels has its 
trditeurs. bakers and pastry shops 
and branches of the Delhaize 



supermarket chain. Elegant shops, 
department stores and restaurants 
are to be found in the Avenue 
Louise area, but I prefer the Place 
des Grands Sablons, where brows- 
ing round antique shops can be 
, interspersed with a visit to Pierre 
Marco! ini for sublime chocolates or 
lo Le Pain Quotidien for excellent 
bread and jam. 

In the centre, near the Grand’ 
Place, bars and chocolate shops are 
more in evidence than food shops. 
But newly opened in the Brussels 
Midi station, near the Eurastar . 
arrivals, is a small supermarket 
called GB Express, which, is ideal 
for food shopping, including those 
incredibly sweet shrimp, tiny 
greyish pink ones from Belgium’s 
north sea coast. 

Sunday night in Brussels is a 
^ good time to visit a few fyars like Au 


Bon Vieux Temps and the estfoni- 
net L’lmaige hfostre-Dame in the 
impasse des Cadeaux off the 
Marche aux Herbes, or Le Fiacre 
near the Bourse. To satisfy the 
appetite, you will find some good 
addresses in this area. Chez lion, 
Aux Armes de Bruxelles, Restau- 
rant Vincent and *t Kelderke. all 
serve good food with a distinct 
. flavour of Brussels. Eds in green 
sauce, w aterzooi (of fish- or chick- 
en), filet dmericain (steak tartare), 
pigs' trotters. oysters and. of course, 
mussels, plain, or In a variety of 
sauces, served with chips, are scone 
of the dishes to look for. 

From Brussels, with a car, or by 
train, you can easily reach other 
parts of the country, and in doing 
so, you will , find some very good 
tables. 1 have been visiting Belgium 
for several years now at the 
invitation of the Brussels Food 
From Britain office, which together 
with Ambiance, a food, wine arid 
travel magazine for both Belgium 
and The Netherlands, sponsors the 
Lady Chef Competition. 

I have found charming restau- 
rants in the countryside, such as Ca 
Barrfere in the heart of ihe Ar- 
dennes. where agnpetitfon-wimier 
Anne Marie Clip codes seasonal 
food with a very sure touch. 

Her celebratory lunch was based 
around British produce, and I was 
most taken with her consommfc 
rich, full-flavoured, with herbs and 
shredded vegetables but also in- 
cluding strips of Quom. Her fillet 
of South Down lamb was stuffed 
with its liver. Jddneys, feet and 
sweetbreads and proved very good 
as wriL 

Potato and shrimp salad 

Serves 2 

6 to 8 small to mecBum-size waxy 
potatoes, such as Charlotte 

Handful of green beans, topped and 

tailed 

2 handfuls baby spinach, rinsed and 
dried 

A few leaves of rocket, mache, or . 

watercress 

2 heaped tbsp (about 75-1 OOg) 
peeled and freshly 

cooked shrimps, 

2tbsp fromage frais or yoghurt 
1-2tso grain, Dijon or other 



200ml dry white wine 


200ml water 


50a unsettled butter, chitted and 

dead ; 

8 button mushroom s , brushed and 
tfjnly sficad 


Frances Bissell 


Scrub and boil the potatoes and. 
when almost .cocked, add the 
beans. When cooked, drain those 
vegetables and halve the potatoes. 

Plare the spinach and rocket on 
two. dinner plates. Arrange the 
beans and potatoes on top, and 
heap the shrimp in the centre. Mix 
the fromage frais, mustard and 
herbs, together with salt and 
to taste. Spoon over the 
(Variation: use freshly 
cooked and shelled mussels in the 
salad instead of shrimps.} 

Consonant wtth Quom and 
barb butter 

Serves 2 . 

75g Quom 


2tbsp fino sherry 


1 bay leaf 


1 sprig of thyme 


1 small courgette 


1 tomato, peeled, seeded and diced 

20g softened unsalted butter 

Sprig each of chervil, tarragon and 


400mJ coosomrrte or vegetable 
broth ■ 

Marinate the Quom in the sherry 
with the herbs for an hour, and 
then strain the marinade into the 
consomme. Cut the Quom and 
courgette into julienne. 

Mjx the butter with the herbs, 
and chill it in a cube: Bring the 


consoramS to the boil, drop in the 
courgettes, tomatoes and quom. 
cook for 2-3 minutes, and then ladle 
into bot soup bowls. 

Float a piece of herb butter on 
tap, and serve immediately. 

Httets of sola hi a white wfne 
sauce with shrim ps end 
mushrooms 

(after a recipe by Pierra Wynants) 

Serves 2 

1 large Dover sole (about 500g) 
filleted and skinned, but keep 

the bones • • 

Salt and pepper 

1 edery stalk, rinsed and chopped 
Yt leek, trimmed, diced, and 
rinsed 


ALAN ADLER 


2 free-range egg yolks 

Dash of freshly grated nutmeg 
2tbsp peeled, freshly 

cooked shrimps ; 

Chervil for garnish 

Lightly season the fish fillets, and 
put to one side. Put the fish bones 
and skin in a saucepan with the 
relay, leek, bay leaf and liquid. 
Bring to the bofl, skim the surface, 
and then simmer on a gently beat 
for 20-25 minutes. Strain the stock 
into a dean saucepan, and reduce 
by two thirds. Heat a non-stick 
frying pan. and add a nut of butter. 



Itbsp chopped dM, chives, or 
chervil 


Seasoning 



In it fry the mushrooms until j’ust 
soft Remove and put to one side. 
Add a little more butter to the pan, 
and in h place the sole fillets, folded 
over. Partially cover the fan, and 
sweat the fish gently for 4 minutes 
or so. until barely done. Transfer to 
warm plates, cover loosely with foil 
while you finish the dish. Pour the 
reduced stock into the frying pan, 
add the egg yolks, and whisk, over 
very gentle heat, until the sauce 
thickens but does not curdle. Whisk 
in the remaining butter, a piece at a 
time, and then stir in the shrimps 
and mushrooms. Spoon a little 
sauce over the fish, and the rest 
around it As in the previous recipe, 
cooked, shelled mussels can re- 
place the shrimps. Or, if you prefer, 
so can a few oysters. 

Belgian sugar tart 

Serves 4 to 6 

300g puff or rich short crust 

pastry 

IQOg light muscovado sugar 

IQOg dark muscovado sugar 

50g ground almonds 

150ml double cream 

2 large free-range eggs 

50g unsalted butter, chined and 
diced 

Roll die pastry out to about 30cm in 
diameter, and use it to line a 
shallow 25-26cm tart tin. Trim the 
edges, and prick the base all over. 
Mix the two sugars and the 


THE PERFECT 

MUSSELS 


Come out of 
your shell 


AS LONG as none of your guests 
is alkrac to shellfish, a steaming 
bowl oTmussds is a treat on a cold 
night. Ii is a beautiful sight, the 
orange contrasting with the pearly 
indde of the shell and the blue- 
black outer surface. And it smells 
good too. 

■ YOU NEED: for each penon. a 
line of mussels, about Tour table- 
spoons of diy white wine, a peeled 
and chopped shallot, a tablespoon 
of finely, chopped parsley and 
pepper (the mussels cany their 
own salt). 

■ METHOD: scrub the mussels 
under running nater. remove any 
barnaries (as they can release sand 
into the finished dish), and discard 
any s bells dial ore open (because 
they are dead, which can be 
dangerous). Place in a large lidded 
pot with the rest of the ingredients. 
Clamp the lid on. raise the heat 
and cook far three lo four minutes, 
shaking wdL Transfer lo a large 
heated bowl or serve from the pot 
Discard any shells that stay dosed 
fas they were probably dead). 

■ TO SERNTi starl with 
charcuterie. salad and one or two 
cheeses, then the mussels with 
crusty bread, and finish with a 
fruit compote. Vary the dish by 
using watercress, rocket leeks or 
spinach in place nf the paisley: try 
a pinch of saffron, or use dry rider 
instead of while wine. 

NEXT WEEK: 

The perfect burger 


almonds, and spread this over the 
pastry base. Beat the cream and 
eggs and spread this evenly over 
the sugar. Dor the surface with 
butter and bake In u pre-heated 
oven at 180 C. gas mark 4. for about 
30 minutes. Remove from the oven, 
and transfer the tart to a wire rack. 
This is best eaten just warm. 

• Comme Chez Soi. 23 Place Rouppc. 
BlOOO Brussels ( 00322 S 12292 1, fax: 00 
32 2 5118052); Hfael-Restaumnt de la 
Barrien. rue de la Barricrc. 6890 
Transinnc cn Haute-Lesse (0032 O 
16550V. fax: 00326 1655532); Food 
From Britain: contact Charlotte 
Lawson on 0171-233 SI II for addresses 
of Lady Chef restaurants in Belgium: 
Eurostan 0345 303030. 

O Francos BlssaJ1 1998 

NEXT WEEK; 

The Times Cook in Manhattan 
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CONSUMING INTERESTS; FARM SAUSAGES 


ARE GREAT British bangers only found 
down on the farm? A survey of sausages 
from specialist producers around the coun- 
try suggests that most do not manage 
products which are even on a par with those 
that can be found in the better supermar- . 
kets, though a very few may be truly 


excellent There were some vety amateurish 
efforts in this selection. 

My advice far those withm Teach of a 
Waitrose store is thatnane of those repwted 
on here could oust my previously nominat- 
ed best buy, the Waitrose Farmhouse Pork 
Sausage. ROBIN YOUNG 



Duchess of Devonshiir's 
Tomato Sausage. £1.90 for 
450 gfrom Chatsworth Farm 
Shop. Stud Farm. Pilsley, 
Derbyshire. DE45 IVF 
(01246583392). 

Claims: "Made by our 

butchers in the farm shop. 
Minimum uS per cent meat." 
Verdict A winner, with a 
simple reape of pork, rusk, 
wmatocs and seasoning. • 
Unlinked, evenly formed (by 

machines) sausages (six to the 

murid) in a boxed 

I presentation with spngs of 

lrr.ii parsley. Conked jutoly 

l„ a jolly, bouno- texture 
inside over-resilient skins. 
Tasted well- 

Graig Farm Homemade 
Organic Plain PUrk 
Sausages. £6.41 per te. or - 
1 7.30 bv mm! order, from 
Dnlau. Llandrindod Wells 
m rmvsLDlSTL 
* :til&/Sfl(i55L 
Claims: Only natural 
ingredients no colouring, 

= artificial flavouring or 
preservatives. Meat content 
SO per cent. . - 

■ Verdict: A dozen to the pound 

hn*. lung, thin sha^dienwF 

like when cuoked. M«fy 
e? snusityeswilh some chewy 
hits, but a clean, sunglcand 


sausages, which lost a lot of 
moisture under the grill and . 
yet still sat in puddles on the 
plate. Messy to eat Dilute 
and unattractive flavour. ★ 

Charles Harris Cornish 
pork Sausage, £4.63 per kg. 
from Tywardreath Butchers, 
41 Church Street , 
Trywardreath. Par. Cornwall 
PL22 2QQ 101726 812051). 
Delivery: £10 per order. 
d a ting “Champion 
Sausages". Minimum 70 per 

cent meat . . 

Verdict Bland, rather bready 
and a bit boring without 
condiments. ★ 

The Sausage Maker Aunt 

Edna’s Recipe 

from Bryan Pickering, 30 The 

Street, Oldens®. 

Norwich NR85DB (01603 
742002). Delivery: £8 SOper 
order up to 10kg . 

Chums: From a range of over 
40 recipes. Aunt Edna^is 
described as“Iincolnshire- 

type pork sausage witii 
njWwd sage and black 

pepper". Seven to the pound. 
ffi?“food delivered toymr 
door anywhere m the UK m 
just 24 hours" wddjswunte 

(5 per cent for 51b, 10 per cent 
for 101b). 


direct flavour- irk'k . 




twaddle* Green Farm Pfain 
Sausages 

Marie time. Buckland St 
Man. Chartl. Somerset* 
TA&.VX tOHtO&m. _ 
MrmJtei****""** 
.into* over 

Claims Organic fanners and 
Vndict VVci flabby louse-knit 


more 

FOOD & DRJNK 



Verdict: Well-shaped and 
firmly formed sausage which 
cooked nicely told had the 
advantage of pleasant, even 
and fight spiring, sufficient 
for interest without being 
excessive. ★★★★ 

Old Spot Farm Sussex 
Herby Pork Sausages, £2.75 
per lb from Piltdown, 
Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 
3XN (01825 722894/723929). 
Also Plain Pork Sausages, 
£2.75 per lb. Minimum 
delivery charge £10 (covers up 
to 10kg). 

Claims: ‘The finest sausages 
made, finest foods from the 

heart of Sussex." From a 

range of about 30. “original 
recipes by Raymond the 
Butcher". 80 per cent free- 
range pork, no artificial 
preservatives or colourings, 
natural casings. 

Verdict Large sausages (eight 
make lUlb) with a rough; dry, 
grainy texture and oxidised, 
darkened colouring. Tasted as 
if the meal had shrivelled in 
thecoaking. 

J Wickeus Famfly Butchers . 
Pork and Herb, £2.10 per lb - 
(£4.62 per kg) from shop at 
Castle Street, Winchelsea. - 

EastSussexTt4364HlJfpF797 
226287). Mail order is only 
offered as a service. 


handmade" from • —* 

additive-free Gloucester Old 

Spot pigs. ‘ . 

Verdict: Big and dumpy • 
sausages (eight to the pound) 

presenlation. Marred oy 
excessive use of dried 
herbs. ★ . 



for active 
cover girl 

Joe Warwick learns about fashion 
model Lili Maltese’s healthy diet 


HOME COOKING 


A s a successful model 
with the Elite agen- 
cy, Lili Maltese has 
graced the pages of 
fashion magazines such as 
Vogue, Cosmopolitan, EUe 
and Marie Claire. She worked 
in New York, Paris and Milan 
for designers such as Versace, 
Armani and Valentino, before 
settling in London. 

More recently she has been 
a permanent fixture on the 
pages of the celebrity glossies 
Hello! and OK! by virtue of 
her relationship and subse- 
quent engagement to Henry 
Dent-Brockl eh ur st. owner of 
Sudeley Castle, with an esti- 
mated personal fortune of £50 
million. Mr Dent-Brockle- 
hurst himself came' to the 
public attention through his 
celebrated friendship with 
Elizabeth Hurley. 

The dtild of Roger and 
Peggy Sue Maltese, UB was 
bom in Oregon in 1973 on a 
return trip from the hippy trail 
to Afghanistan. Named Lilikoi 
(meaning passion fruit in Ha- 
waiian) VaJentine Maltese, she 
was raised an the tropical 
island of Hawaii. 

Ho- tether was killed in a 
car crash when she was only 
four and her mother raised 
both her and her brother, 
Rena on her awn for ten years 
before die remarried. 

Her stepfather is Bill Walk- 
er, who designed album cov- 
ers for the Grateful Dead, the 
LSD-fuelled band which burst 
on to the music scene in the 
late'Sixties. 

Despite the early tragedy of 
her father’s dewh, her mother 
remembers her daughter 
fondly as a child who was 
“always wonderful and a lot of 
fan to be around". 

Peggy Sue thinks that her 
own diet may have helped Lili 
in later life. “What was funny 
about lili was when 1 was 
pregoant I am really healthily. 
After she was born she never 




Oregon-born Lili Maltese is a familiar face on the pages of glossy magazines 


The young Lili loved salads 

had any sugar until she was 
about two. She never had a 
sweet tooth and I really don’t 
know if that's because she 
didn’t have any sugar from an 
early age." 

The Malteses’ diet was envi- 
ably healthy, malting use of 
the fresh ingredients readily 
available on the island. 


‘She loved to 
cook. She would 
make these 
fantastic meals 
and not even 
use a recipe* 


M 


eat newer fea- 
tured strongly in 
their meals: “I 
suppose you 
could say we had pretty much 
a vegetarian diet It was based 
on whole grains, dairy prod- 
ucts. fresh fruit and vegeta- 
bles. We did eat fish and we 
did eat chickai sometimes but 
it was very rarely that we had 
red meat" 

Peggy Sue remembers Lili 
as a gentle child who always 
loved animals. “We had this 
beautiful Great Dane and I 
remember her crawling all 
over the dog's back. She was 
also always interested in hors- 
es and riding." 

■ Her mother remembers her 
as being enthusiastic in the 
kitchen. “She really loved sal- 


ads. she made the best salads. 
She loved to cook. She was 
always this very creative cook. 
Once she got into a routine, 
she would make these fantas- 
tic meals and she would not 
even use a recipe." 

lilt's love of cooking attend- 
ed to eating it and she never 
followed a regimented diet. 
"She never practised real diets. 
She was probably always nat- 
urally slim but she did watch 
what she was eating. She 
always ate the right things, 
but she loved to eaL" 

At school, Peggy Sue re- 
members Ufa' as “particularly 
into drama. She acted in a lot 
erf plays. She also tried out for 
a lot of sports. 

She did cross-country run- 
ning for a while. When she 
began she was one of the worst 
runners — she stuck at it. 
though, and did well eventual- 
ly. She was determined to do 
her best atwhatever she tried." 

Liu’s healthy eating habits 
make her a suitable spokes- 
woman for California Prunes, 
'Mach she will be promoting 
during National Prune Week, 
which starts on March 16. 
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TO advertise call' ! 

0171 481 WB6 (TRAE» * 
0171 481 4000 {PRIVATE 
FAX: 0171 782779901717827828 
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Goldschmidt 



PRIMROSE HILL, NWL 

Cbmbg lira bB, 2 Ha, in 
inonac mod. 3 Beds, dbk rcccp, kk 
/bA cm. hub. PUoSgdn, pking bay. 
C39S,0M Sab lo Coa IYB- 

G&H0171 7244404. 


TONSLEY 


Town House 
3 beds terrace house. 

£240,000. 

Teb 

0181 3331488. 
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CITY & WEST END 


SOUTH OF THE 




KENS INGTON & 
CHELSEA 


SKdEB. 

HoOsmI Park Saks 
0171 M3 9275 






CUMBRIA 



CAMPDEN STREET, 
W8 

£S7AM0 

WcS jractardcwly Vksoruu 
boase wkh interior updated fa 
«Bodcn nyk and pnnUag 
awepAwfly good aaddc 
*pan arilh a bdeaqr, pato and 
laip: roof terrace. 3 bedtoam. 

. cu woe takam*. ibow 
mon. d«Uc axqpdeD meai 

udUk&ea/dfaBasrDaai 
irmr 6. Predmid. 


Kaakastai Sales 
•171 937 M91 
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DREWEATT NEATE 



comfort and style 
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Over 45 awards for excellence in architecture, design & landscaping, 20 years of 
management experience and 24 developments of spacious houses and flats in pretty market 
towns A villages around England make an English Courtyard a very special place to live. 

Prices from £155,000 - £295,000 - Currently in Cambridgeshire, Cheshire, 

Essex, Surrey, Warwickshire & West &issex- Socm in Hampshire & WiUshitt 

Can 0800 220 85fl qq^ng ref NA4 or write 

Visit mrwebsitt- _ Ottfcr 8 Holland Street 

Kensington London WK4LT 


■lrcLco.uk 
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LONDON PROPERTY 



London and Country Estate Agents 
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JOHN D WOOD &r CO 


Established 1872 




WILTON PLACE, 
SWL 


■_ - • T' : -DT] * 


On the comer of 
Knnerton Street an 
v ; urunodernised and 
*. Wight period house 
arranged over 
five floors with a 
garden and garage. 
Hie accommodation 
could provide: 

5 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms, 
dressing room, 

3 reoeptioiT roeotSjp 

and a kitchen. 
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OXFORDSHIRE - Minster Lovell For sale as a whole Price Guide: £9001)00 
An unspoilt residential estate on the edge of the Cotswolds with about 9.82 ha (24J25 acres) 5 
bedroom farmhouse with reltaotriained staff flat; gardens, orchards, tennis court range of 
baroe, holiday cottages. White HaD Pbsft and Shrub Nurseries, paddocks and woodland. 
OXFORD OFFICE: 01865 311522 


Lease to 2097' 


£4300,000 



BELGRAVIA 


V-N ■ ■ rjfc*- 

.3&c' r irK'' .'t; 


0171730 9854 
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JOHN D WOOD & CO EXPANSION 

In die months ahead we will be opening offices 
in Weybridge and Richmond (Surrey). 

We require experienced and motivated staff 
for these exciting opportunities. 

Please apply in confidence with your curriculum vitae to: 
George Pope, 26 Cnrzon Street/ London WlY 8LD. 






BATTERSEA HIGH STREET^ SWTL Freehold £465X00 

■ a**- w 

BAiIEkSEA OFF ICE: 0171 228 0174 
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GLOUCESTER WALK. W8. Share of Freehold £650,000 
A beau tifiiDy presented maisonette, on the ground and lower ground Boon of a Victorian 
hewse, with a south-feeing terrace and patio garden. 3b«li»OTi8.2batfarocxnxsbowwroQm. 
recept l a n rown and kitchen. 

KENSINGTON OFFICE: 0171 727 0705 


ISLE OF WIGHT -Freshwater Bay Price Grate: £295,000 
In a commanding podtfan ove r looki n g the English Channel and Freshwater Bay: a weB presented 
and south-feting house. 3/5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, shower room,2/4 reception rooms, khdierv 
arm room. 4 car garage, terrace and garden. Joint Sole Agents: Hose Rhodes Dickson 01993 521141. 
IYMINGTON OFFICE: 01590 677233 
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A Ginger Rogers 
kind of grandeur 


.* e 



HOUSE OP 
THE WEEK 




G 


riHochisoneofthe 


# *» • - <* 


:&.X~ r 


^ houses ever likely 
to go an sale. Most original 
decorative features survive, 
and it is on offer for £1.2 
millkm with a huge amount of 
fine origmal furniture: 

The house was built for the 
Scottish steel magnate John 
Colville and his Californian 
wife Helen in I93&-39 and was 
bought from the OotviOe fam- 
ily by- the present owner, 
Jpjes 
Jfflis 
written 

of the hous£ usmg. original: 
letters fin* research and show- 
ing how file CoMlles took 
ideas from articles in Ameri- 
can magazines such as House 
Beautiful, which are all pre- 
served in theJSbraiy. ■ . - 

The house co mma nds a 
magnificent panorama of the 
Grampians aid was built on a 
virgin site where Mr Colvifie 
was taken by his nanny to 
picnic as abqy. 

In photographs, Gribtoch 
can took quite modest, but the 
first glimpse of the long white 
front from the road below sets 
the adrenalin racing. 

The house is approached up 

?V>teep, curving driye (Mr 
G&ville complained to Rolls: 
Royce that his car wouldnt 
rake it in third gear) and 
delivers you on. a nmdgved 
gravel sweep perched on die 
crest of a hill and surrounded 
by the shortest of mossy grass. 

Mr Colville gave his archi- 
tect. the young Basil Spence 
(later the architect of Coventry 
Cathedral), film 'instructions 
about combining both “die 
view and the sun" in all the 
main rooms. 

Once the front door is 
opened you look straight out of 
the house on the other side, 
through a giant Oriel window 
with a sparkling blue swim- 
ming pool immediately be- 
yond. When the sun toasts 
through the clouds die whole 
staircase, painted a l^incws 
powder blue, is filled with 
rippling reflections. 

Casca ding down across the 
window is a flying staircase 
ti&at might have been designed 
■Jf Ginger Rogers, in whidu 
amazingly, the great Sir 
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Sunlight reflecting off the sparkling bine swimming pool bathes the gracefully arching staircase in warm light 
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Nikolaus Pevsner had a hand. 
Mr Spence rose to his brief in 

die conception of the bouse but 

unfortunately became so busy 
with, clients that he called in 
Perry Duncan, an American 
architect to move the plans 
forward. 

H e handed the inte- 
rior decoration 
over to John H2U 
who on the 
s t re ngt h of Ids work here 
deserves to be mentioned m 
the same breath as Oliver 
MesseL He responded perfect- 
ly to the CohrUfes' desire for 
elegant understatement, 
achieving impact by brilliant 
use of fresh, mainly pale 




Above: 
krvebirds 
gather above a 
finely crafted 

and highly •' 
' intricate 
window grill, 
one of many 
• original 
features that 
have been 
preserved 
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cdours and superb decorative 
details. 

The hall has a wonderfully 
origmal shell and rope cornice 
and bold matching rope 
mouldings around the doors 
and archways. His carpet, in 


shades of mulberry, blue, 
white and beige, was rewoven 
to the original design in Done- 
gal and still lies an the floor. 

• The living room has wrap- 
around windows with the 
original bullion-fringed . pel- 


GRIBLOCH lies in tite riihooiintty- 
side of the Fmfry Hills “Sorting^ 
more or less plumb m mcradffleM 

Scotland. The area is dot exactly 
studded with villages, tortimspoiK 
centres such as Kipped. Baffroo 81x1 
Rnhy itself are popular 
With Stirling only ten miles or so to the 
eas t Edinburgh 45 miles southeast and 
Glasgow 28 miles south, tins is prune 
commuting territory for pros perou s 
Sban SoSs and incomes from i south 
of the border. There has. 
renewed influx of bmu^s m whKh fte 
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Don't expect to 


» baronial turret or two wliWJ 
mefined Vktonan mdc«- 
J^^^^rehants. These generally 
to ten.be*ooms. buttheyran 

JhaTftose in Ac 

and with a few acres itm. 

Cotin SWngSwfc 


at Kni^t Frank’s Edinburgh office 
observes that the law of diminishing 
returns sets in as p ro p erties in this part 
of the worid get above a certain size, so 
these rambling house may r e pre sent 
relatively good value for money. On the 
other hand/ they tend to be damp, 
dranghty-aod rambtin$ and often need 

plenty of restoration and maintenance. 

MOST POPULAR, he says, are Ihe 
medium-sized country properties of 
(bur or five bedrooms, whkh may be 

Georgian manor houses (£500, OOOplus 
with land), farmh ouses (£250.000 to 
£400,000). "We suffer from a lade of 
middfesized bouses with a few acres 
attached,* he explains, "because the 
estates in Scotland have not been 
broken up in the way they have been in 
England.* At the lower end of the 
market meanwhile, one can pick up 
village cottages for £100,000 to 
£150000, though theyaie usually small 
and unlikely to be the rural idyll of the 
average Cotswold village. 

Faith Glasgow 


met The silk satin curtains in 
shades of oyster, purple and 
turquoise survive, neatly 
folded away in the linen-room 
cupboards. Restored, they 
would make the room as 
smart as the penthouse in 
Claridges. 

Mr Colville’s desk in Aus- 
tralian walnut remains, de- 
signed by Betty Joel with solid 
wood drawers that dick shut 
on ballbearings — “Like ex- 
pensive car doors," Caroline 
MacGregor says. 

Beside the fire is a shining 
chrome axdbax. Or is it stain- 
less steel? “Bright metal." says 
Mr MacGregor rather diplo- 
matically.. 

The dining-room doors are 
veneered in mahogany with 
gufltodie mouldings copied 
from the CoMlles’ sideboard. 
The door handles are cut 
glass, the top end of a hierar- 
chy that descends through 
chromium plate to Bakdite m 
the servants’ rooms. Even the 
original glass, panels survive 
.in some places — the glass 
allowed the wall paint beneath 
to show through, making the 
switches all but invisible. 

The CoJvilfes had a 1.400- 
acre sporting estate and the 
house naturally bad its own 
gun room and adjoining 


Above: a curved window 
affords a spectacular 
view of the mountains 
in the distance 


Left: Japanese furnishing 
lends a sitting room an 
oriental char m 


cloakroom with cupboards 
containing hot japes to dry out 
clothes. 

Upstairs, the master bed- 
room has a handsome deep 
fireplace entirely faced in lus- 
trous copper, with massive 
copper fire dogs and copper 
pelmet rings gathering the 
curtains over die windows. 

In a letter written in 1937, 
Mr Spence talks of designing a 
house “of the Ifr-bedroom vari- 
ety”. In fact, there are 12 on his 
plan, including servants’ bed- 
rooms and the night nursery. 


the socks could be stretched. In 
the kitchen corridor is a cup- 
board for drying kindling 
sticks. Every prospective pur- 
chaser asks Mr MacGregor 
about the wind. He points out 
that the trees around the house 
are not bent or bowed like 
some in the valley below. 

Fast-moving douds mean 
the sun is constantly breaking 
through, illuminating distant 
hills and the valley below. 
Sunsets are spectacular, and if 
there is mist, it often hovers on 
the valley floor, turning it into 
a vast loch. 

Gribloch comes with three 
self-contained cottages — a 
gate lodge and staff houses on 
either side of a capacious 13- 


car garage made out in a half- 
cirde like a Victorian engine 
shed, complete with inspection 
pit 

There is a sandstone wall 
garden and a peach house 
complete with peaches, nectar- 
ines and camellias, though it is 
in need of extensive restora- 
tion. Scented azaleas and huge 
rhododendrons abound. 

Beside the swimming pool is 
a terracotta seal balancing a 
revolving copper ball on its 
nose. This may need attention, 
but the Hvoli-style wall of 
water jets spurting across the 
pool still work at the press of a 
button. 

0 Agent: Knight Frank, 

0131-225 8171. 


E ach pair of main 
bedrooms shared a 
bathroom and Col- 
ville had special elec- 
tric lodes installed which 
dosed both doors at the push 
of a button. 

The bedrooms are named 
alter mountains that fill the 
views from the windows. 
There are serpentine-headed 
twin beds, matching dressing 
table and stool, mirror-fronted 
fireplace and mirror waste 
paper basket 

Cdvflle was keen on his 
mod eras. The drying room is 
complete with original "his- 
and-hers’* sock dryers — coat 
hanger wire bent in the shape 
of an upturned boot on which 


| From 5* 1 to 15’ march 

7 

I How wtB you resist 
Roche-Bobois prices? 


a So&ApiJ*ividted:WAB-7HL ~ ~ 1 

| tepbtolraridMnL / MOTE 

4 47M25 R^b| Road Ui^dMad landoa ISV3 6HL 'jf 

| {tax: 0171 431 14 II -foe 0171 431 III] — jT 

> MdlinttlteKiHmHRkBtebJjL titPKSM VOUt MimOR woiu 












10 • property 


THE TIMES WEEKEND ■ SATURDAY MAECH 7 wt 




Guarantees that aren’t built to 


A Buildmark warranty will not automatically protect buyers 


of new homes against building defects, says Emma Haughton 


W hen Val and Richard 
Hockey moved into 
their new E295.QQ0 
home in Wmgrave, 
Buckinghamshire, they immediate- 
ly encountered problems. “When 
we tried to put up a Wind, the 
window fell out." Mrs Hockey says. 
“The stairs were not attached to the 
house, water came through the 
kitchen ceiling from the shower, 
and the chimney caught fire " 

As the developer had gone bust, 
the National House Building 
Council sent in builders to carry out 
repairs under its ten-year warran- 
ty. “It was very distressing." she 
says, “but we kept telling ourselves 
ir was just a nuisance and the 
structure of the house was OK." 

But when the detached garage 
started cracking, the Hockeys be- 
came suspicious: an independent 
survey found their house walls 
were free-standing, and die loft and 

roof were unsound. “The whole 

structure is balanced like a house of 
cards with nothing holding it 
together," says Mrs Hockey, who 
can't take baths because the floor 
joists are faulty. 

This time die NHBC was less 
helpful. It paid for the garage, but 
offered just E1.000 worth of work to 
cover an estimated £60,000- 
£100,000 worth of repairs to the 
house. Mrs Hockey-is understand- 
ably bitter. ”We didn’t have a 
survey done when we bought the 
house because we felt reassured by 
the warranty guarantee against 
faulty workmanship and structural 
defects, but the NHBC said we 
hadn't got actual damage and they 
weren’t liable." 

The Hockeys are not unusual. A 
survey of 2,000 homes by HAPM 
Insurance found widespread fail- 
ure to meet basic building stan- 
dards, with problems ranging from 
poor sound insulation and ventila- 
tion to badly designed and con- 
structed windows and doors. 
According to Professor Malcolm 
Hollis, surveyor and chair of 
building surveying at Reading 
University, the industry wastes 10 
per cent of total construction costs 
on repairing defects. 

The result of the Hockeys' case is 
unwelcome news for buyers. “They 
expect that if anything goes wrong 
it will be dealt with quickly," says 
Professor Hollis. “Unfortunately, 
this is rarely the case." 

Just how rarely has filled some 
3,000 files at the Association of New 
Home Owners, set up two years 



The chimney caught fire 

ago by Chris Loren teen, who found 
more than 100 defects in his new 
£140.000 home in West Sussex. 
People rarely get full structural 
surveys done, he explains, because 
there is a false perception that every 
new home is constructed to rigor- 
ous government controls, and mat 
die warranty is a guarantee. 

There are also growing concern 
about the effectiveness of NHBC 
and building-control inspections. 
Whiie local authorities once exam- 
ined every borne for compliance to 
government regulations, in 1985 the 
NHBC was licensed to p er fo rm 
inspections for building control as 
well as its own warranty. “Builders 
can now either buy inspections 
bom the coundl, who ensure 
everything is done properly, or 
from private inspectors, who are 
far more lenient" says Professor 
Hollis, pointing out that most 
houses receive far less than the 11 or 
so inspections necessary in ensure 
all the elements are cheated. 

Even those in the trade can be 
caught out. Despite drawing up 
approved plans, employing a struc- 
tural surveyor to oversee much of 
the work, and using an NHBC- 


appreved builder, architect Martin 
Byrne found extensive water pene- 
tration in his detached home in 
Northern Ireland. 

In pursuit of compensation, he 
undertook NHBC arbitration but, 
after a counterclaim from the 
builder and costs, ended up £15,000 
out of pocket; the NHBCs latest 
offer of £20.000 still foils for short 
of the £65,000 repair bill. 

Although 1-7 million household- 
era are covered by the NHBOs ten- 
year Buildmark warranty, many 
misunderstand the protection it 
offers. Rather than a guarantee, it 
is an insurance policy' which for 
two years holds the builder respon- 
sible for breaches of required 
standards, then for the remaining 
eight years warranties against sig- 
nSBcant structural damage. “It only 
deals with the major defects," says 
Professor Hollis, “but the minor 
ones are where all the money goes." 

A ccording to NHBC 
spokesperson Jane Chap- 
man, the council receives 
8,000 valid claims each 
year on about 160,000 new proper- 
ties, and last year it paid out £15 
million under the Build mar k war- 
ranty. “We do recognise that prob- 
lems occur and. where they da the 
warranty cavers people; those with 
long-standing problems should 
continue to contact our dajim 
department." 

Nevertheless, the NHBC is tak- 
ing steps to improve its service, sbe 
says, with a new disipUnnjy com- 
mittee for wayward builders, a 
layperson's guide to the warranty, 
a site manager accreditation 
scheme and . a new computerised 
claims system* 

• The Assoc iatio n of New Home 
Owners, 22 Abbey Road, Steyning. West 
Sussex BN443SQ. 
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HOW TO AVOI 

D THE PITFALLS 



■ Read sales literature carefully before paying a deposit Ask for 
any additional information in writing. 

■ Always get a full structural survey, but bear in mind that even 
the best surveyor cannot examine hidden areas like foundations. 

■ Beware show borne tricks. like using undersized furniture to 
make rooms look bigger. 

M Ask for a full copy of warranty documents and have all 
exclusions and linntatioas fully explained to you. 

■ Make subtle inquiries' with neighbours about the Sue’s history. 

■ Avoid houses built on contaminated land. 

■ Ask who carried out Buildiiig Control Regulation Inspections 
and how many visits were made to the site. 
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Val Hockey's new home in Buckinghamshire which, independent surveyors found, was “balanced like a house of cards’* 
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The cracked walls of the detached garage caused suspicion The staircase which was not actually attached to the house 


AN EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


THE 


TIMES 


TWO MASSAGE AND SKIN CARE 
VIDEOS - JUST £1.98 EACH 






T o coincide with our 
six-part series 
Healing, thirty-two 
pages covering the A-Z 
of complementary 
medicine (part 5 is free 
with today’s Times), we 
offer readers the 
opportunity to obtain 
two videos Essential 
Massage and 
Aromatherapy and 
How to Have Healthy 
Skin for just £1.98, normally priced at £12.99. 
Simply collect three out of four tokens to take 
advantage of this offer. 

The Essential Massage and Aromatherapy 
video explains basic massage techniques, the 
use of aromatherapy oils and how to blend 
them. With How to Have Healthy Skin you 
will learn how your skin works and how to deal 
with difficulties such as acne, allergies, eczema 
and psoriasis. 

In addition, we have ten other videos on 
aspects of alternative health at savings of up to 
£11 each, including reflexology, yoga and 
Shiatsu, and videos which explain the facts of a 

healthy life, A full list of 
titles appears right For 
inquiries, please call 
BVG 01874 611633x125 



THE TIMES MASSAGE VIDEO ORDER FORM 


Complete tfw form and sand a, with three tffiferertfy numbered tokens, plus 
yourcradt card details or a chequtypostal order payable in pounds stating, 
to BVG Akflo Ltd, to: 77» 7«>es Health Offer, Unit 6 Industrial Estate, 
Brecon, Powys, Wales HO 8LA. Closing date tor receipt d orders Is April 
30, 1088. The prices below apply to ordere from readers in the UK only and 
include p&p. Readers in toe Bd aid oversets should call +44 1874 61 1 633 
art 251 for a quotation for p&p. Allow 28 days far de&veiy. 


QTY MASSAGE VIDEOS RflP You pay 

A181 Essential Massage &. Aromatherapy El 2.99 £1.98 

— _ A182 Stress Buster £12.99 £199 

A1 83 Reflexology £12.99 £859 

A184 Steatsu £12^9 £699 

A1 85 Yoga £12^9 £839 

. Any 3 Videos tor £15.95 
COMPLEMENTARY HEALTH VIDEOS 

A1 88 Healthy Skin . . £12.99 £1.98 

A187 Healthy Heart £12.99 fopg 

A188 Massage for AH £14.99 £ 39 9 

- — A1 89 Yoga with Marish £12.99 £8.99 

A190 Well-Oiled, Introduction to Aromatherapy £12.99 ffi.99 

A191 Healthy Back £14.99 £&99 

A192 Stress: Ten Ways to Beat It £12.99 £ 8,9 9 

Any 3 Videos for £15.95 

Total vatoe of order ? _ 

Tide Initials Surname . 

Address 


Postcode Day tel 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT Cairi no: 


£12.99 £1.98 
£12.99 £2J99 
£14.99 £3j99 
£12.99 £8.99 


I l l- l l l M I 1 | 1 
Expirydate | || | Mastercard Q Visa Q 

Name on card 

Signauxre ‘ ___ 

H^sssruarrr 2 


H-2 cop* pr month}? 




Pease ft* 


CHANGING TIMES 
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MAIDA VALE AND LITTLE 



COUNTRY RENTALS 


PROPERTY WANTED 


SCOTLAND 

WANTED 

Property od 11* 
AppktfttaPentoMta. 
Scctoded location and 
panoramic views. 

"tESSSStfi" 


FRANCE 


rail Q17A 
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P r i v a t e 


• Prices to own not rent 

• 11 years experience 

• 14-day cool off 

• low deposit seems 

• No rancdbtioo fee 

• Fail transfer 

• Protected payment 

• Other locations avabhle 

• Free RQ/11 membership 
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BUYING 

SELLING 



OVERSEAS 

PROPERTY 


Frgg Timeshare Insurance 

Wben y M pnchKc a tiwdire (raa Fiteedun yoa vffl beadtt flnw U wnths 
free iasnr»cc* csraisg; 
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Tel: 01473 830083 Fa.\: 01473 833388 
Internet info: www. primeNhare.eo.uk 
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Acquiring a French property can be arduous, but one couple found their efforts ultimately b rought rich rewards 


L ast summer, a dreamy, wine- 
fuelled conversation about 
escape, trout fishing and 
long outdoor suppers led my 
brother Miles, friend Toby and 1 to 
browse through French Property 
News, Since January, MOes and ! 
— Toby having sobered up — are 
the proud, if still faintly bemused, 
owners of an uninhabitable farm- 
house near MontreuiL 
By the time we saw it Miles had 
spent a fruitless day in Normandy 
with an English agent who 
thought him a time-waster, and I 
had made appointments, through 
tire London company Northern & 
Western France Properties, with 
three agents in Pas de Calais. One 
didn’t show up and another 
showed me several depressing 
houses before asking me to trans- 
late a property blurb into English 
and turning down my copy with a 
sniff. The last agent was Jean- 
Pienre Lemaire of Activ* I mm, 
MontreuO sur Mer, who speaks 
excellent English and, though our 
budget was relatively small, was 
keen to find us the right thing. 

On only our second visit he 
showed us a long, low, light 

fermette with beamed eatings, 
attached bam and a river at the 
bottom of the garden. In spile of 
peeling wati paper (in the ugliest 
patterns ever sold), “mains water 1 " 
that consisted of a stand-pipe in the 
main room, and an outside Lava- 
tory (sons plumbing) standing 
magisterially over a pit in a door- 
less, roofless structure by the road, 
we knew that this was it. “Home" 



The farmhouse near Monireuti cost Frl9Q,000. It has beamed ceiUngs, an attached bam and a river at the bottom of the garden, but needs Fr3QG,000 spent on renovation 


is just 55 minutes from the Channel 
TunneL l was scribbling on graph 
paper within hours. 

Unfortunately, other English 
buyers felt the same way and got in 
first, but they wanted to turn the 
house into Blenheim Palace-sur- 
Crtquoise and were frightened off 
by the builder's estimate. 

A nerve-racking .difference be- 
tween the French system and the 
English is that surveyors do not 
exist in France: you base your 


decision to purchase, or not, on a 
builder’s estimate. We fluted with- 
the idea of using a British survey- 
or, but decided on a “when in 
Paris” policy, which we also fal- 
lowed when it came to the legal- 
ities of the purchase and did not 
retain a British solicitor. 

French conveyancing is relative- 
ly simple so the agent in London 
explained the paperwork and we 
went with the flow. Some four 
months and Frl9Q,000 (about 


‘In spite of peeling 
wallpaper, water 
from a stand-pipe and 
an outside lavatory 
standing over a pit, 
we knew this was it’ 


£19,000) later (plus agents' fees, 
notaire's fees and (axes — not to 
mention the. Fr300.000 for basic 
renovation) the d vendre sign was 
removed. Our total budget is 
Frssaooa so it's lucky I’m good 
with junk and a staple gun. 

The builder, Dominic Rota of 
Bfitiments des Septs ValUes. Offin. 
was recommended by Jean-Pierre . 
and, after a festoon of estimates 
and hours of negotiation over 
champagne and cfaarcuterie at his 


house, is making the house com- 
fortable but not chi-chi. Although 
our comm urn cations rely heavily 
on mime and the Oxford Hachette 
dictionary, we are confident that 
all will be well (We all relaxed 
when Dominic, thinking glazed 
interior doors a ludicrous affecta- 
tion, responded to my request for 
them with a dismissive “bouffe” 
»wd characteristic Gallic shrug. 
Reckless with champagne. I 
laughed “ bouffe quoit ”, which led 


to a feeble joke about mud 
disease, agreement tut the door 
issue and a general sense that we 
would manage to understand each 
other somehow.) 

VVc did read around the suhjat, 
but retied mainly upon our in- 
stincts - ask me next year if Hus 
was wise. According to friends 
who have second homes in France; 
we have been lucky we wen? 
introduced to a good agent whn fa 
turn organised a builder, bank and 
insurance company; w found our 
paradis remarkably quickly; and 
there have been no horrors so far. 

W c remain enchanted by 
our house and charmed 
by the people we mm 
because of it. Wlten I was first, 
looking fur Dominic’s Itouse if 
approached a rubicund, older man 
wearing a shabby beret and trou- 
sers held up by twine, I explained 
that we were completely lust, 
whereupon he sraikd and replied: 
“No one is truly lost in this life- 
Let's not wax loo romantk. though: 

I still cant drive from Muntreuii to 
the house without taking at least 
one wrong turn. 

Stephanie Lewis 

• French Property News: iWZ-W ISM. 
Northern H Western Fran A’ Properties- 
O IS1 SO 1 1750 Buying & Restoring Old 
Property in France mi Dadd F.wmi 
(Robert Hal ed inctai/cs invatuuNe 
French /Engtidt gh wan* ttf bail, ling 
terms. A Complete Guide m Buying a 
Home in France by ITfriennc Men lacs- * 
liny ( Simon and Schuster) gives dear J 
practical information. 


SYOMA 



This three-bedroom, stone-buflt cottage in the Charente is on the market at £40,000 

Prime time for 
Chanfiel vision 


H ouses on the other side of 
the English Channel 
have never been so cheap, 
thanks to the strength of the 
pound against the French 
franc, now worth almost ten to 
the pound, having gained a 
third in value during the past 
two years. 

The French domestic hous- 
ing market is still in the 
doldrums, prices having fallen 
in same areas by 30 to 40 per 
cent since 1990. Owners are 
keen to sell and prospective 
purchasers can often negotiate 
up to 15 per cent off asking 
prices. In many rural areas 
British buyers are the driving 
force. 

Vivien Bridge, of Northern 
& Western France Properties, 
says the British market for 
French property is booming: 
“Many Britons are crossing 
the Channel to buy weekend 
retreats. Others are looking to 
settle In France, often for 
retirement. With a strong 
pound, it makes sense to buy 
now. The future for sterling is 
uncertain, with the imminent 
arrival of the European mone- 
tary unit in nine months." 
There are bargains to be 


Cheryl Taylor 

offers a guide to 
the places, prices 
and pitfalls that 
await Britons 
looking to buy a 
home in France 

had in lower Normandy, a 90- 
minute drive from the ferry 
part of Caen. Rock-bottom on 
the price chart is a two- 
bedroom village house near 
Domfront for £4.500. It has a 
new roof and a septic tank, but 
needs another E5.0CK) to make 
It habitable. The UK agent is 
Authentic France. 

The same agent is asking 
£21,500 for a renovated two- 
bedroom stone-built house 
with a secluded garden, dose 
to Avranches and the beaches 
of Mont SL Michel. 

English buyers happy to 
make the long ferry crossing 
from Plymouth to Roscoff or 
Portsmouth to St Male can 
find a home at less than half 


the price they would pay on 
foe southwest coast of Eng- 
land. You can pick up a 
habitable stone-built collage 
in Brittany for less than 
£20.000, though most wall 
need updating. 

Domus Abroad is asking 
£46.000 for an attractive six- 
bedroom, four-bathroom, mill 
house in good condition, 30 
minutes' drive inland from St 
Malo and the beaches of the 
Cote d 'Armor. It comes with a 
two-acne garden, a small forest 
and a meadow, bordered by a 
stream. 

Further west at Huelgoat, a 
few miles inland from the Cote 
de Granite Rose (pink granite 
coast) with its small bays and 
white sandy beaches, yew can 
buy a two-bedroom character 
cottage in a one-acre garden 
for £21,000, through Northern 
& Western France Properties. 

Prices are lower in central 
Brittany, about two hours' 
drive tram Roscoff ar St Malo. 
Small market towns and vil- 
lages. such as Floemei and 
Josselin. about 40 minutes' 
drive inland from the south 
coast, have plenty of old 
terraced houses for renova- 
tion, priced from £15,000. 

For a a cheap rustic retreat 



The romantic notion of idyllic summer days spent at a second home in the French countryside has become easier to attain thanks to the franc's 
decline, and British buyers have not been slow to capitalise. With die euro arriving in nine months, there may never be a better time to buy ^ 


you might fancy the Mayenne, 
an unspoilt fanning region, 
about 90 minutes’ drive south 
of St Malo. A habitable three- 
bedroom country house with 
thick stone walls, a slate roof, 
beamed ceilings and an open 
fireplace can be had for 
£12,000. The agent is Northern 
& Western France Properties. 

S outh of Angouteme. the 
capital of the Charente, the 
houses are tagger and the 
weather is wanner. This is the 
Cognac area of France, six 
hours from Waterloo by 
Eurostar/TGV, where you can 
buy a three-bedroom country 
cottage, with thick honey- 
stone wails, for E30.000 to 


£40,000. A huge stone farm- 
house for conversion, with 
numerous outbuildings and a 
few acres, can had from 
£50.000. 

The Haute- Vienne is a little- 
known region dose to the 
Dordogne but half the price. 
Slide to the southern border of 
the Dordogne for a warmer, 
drier donate. The French. 
Property Shop is asking 
£18.000 for part of a small 
rural hamlet near Roche- 
chouart The price indudes 
three old stone houses — two 
are habitable, one for restora- 
tion — plus bams and an acre 
of land. Allow another E2D.000 
to restore the third house. 

There have been some 



THE SCOTTISH estate (above) belonging to the late Roger 
brothers, famed for their an and furniture collection, has 
been sold for E2 million by agents Langley Taylor. Dundon- 
Ndl, a 33^00-acre estate near Inverness, has a laird’s house 
and landscaped gardens, along with deer forest and trout 
fishing. Bunny and Alan Rogers died last year. 


THE house lived in by 
post-Marxist political 
scientist Harold Laski 
(right) from 1926 until his 
death in 1950 is for sale 
for £750,000 through agents 
Chesterton’s. The historic 
four-storey Georgian town 
house features six 
bedrooms, a spacious 
drawing room, and a 
Wue Heritage plaque on the 
front. 

THE Duke and Duchess 
of Luxembourg are selling 
their south France 
holiday home La Romane for 
£1.83 million through 
agents John Taylor. Five 
minutes from the village 
of Biot near Nice and 15 
minutes from the coast, 
the p rop e rty includes a main 
house, a small chapel 
which has been converted to 
a guest house, and a 
three-room staff cottage. The 
“Grand Duke" (right), 
otherwise known as the 
Duke of Masa or the 
Prince Bourbon-Palmer, was 
a colonel in the Irish 
Guards and is married to 
Princess Josephine 
Charlotte of Belgium. 


SMART MOVES 




TORY MPBffl Cash is 
letting tire Gate House 
adjoining his 14th-century 
Shropshire home through 
agents Blandings. The two- 
bedroom, two-bathroom 
stone tower rises ou t of a 
magical garden, just far : ' 
enough away from the main 
house to ensure privacy. 

Mr Cash and wife Biday 
have recently renovated 
theirhome. 

Rachel Kelly 


dramatic price reductions in 
the Lot-et-Garonne south of 
the.Dordogne. A restored five- 
bedroom period house in a 
village near Puymirol was on 
the books of the Frendi Prop- 
erty Shop in January 1997 at 
Fr53O.O0O, then - costing 
£70300. Now, it is priced at 
Fr400,Q00. about £40,000. A 
similar house in Surrey would 
cost £250,000. 

The Languedoc, next door to 
Provence and bordered by the 
Mediterranean, is the poor 
man's Riviera. The weather is 
hot and dry -and property 
prices are much cheaper than 
on the Cdte d'Azur. For 
£10,000 you can buy an 18- 
square metre studio in a 
modern block on the Mediter- 
ranean ai Cap d’Agde, a. lively 
harbourside resort, between 
S£teand Beziers. 

A similar waterfront flat 
around St Tropez could cost 
£100,000, according, to Nigel 
Paige of Authentic France, 
which has a selection of stu- 
dios, flats and townhouses for 
sale at Cap d’Agde. One- 
bedroom flats with a balcony 
or garden on the seafront cost 
from 'EHL000 to £20.000: 
£35.000 for those with a moor- 
ing alongside. 


T he notaire is a public 
official who ensures' that 
the sale transaction is carried 
out in accordance with French " 
law. One notaire can repre- 
sent both parties in the trans- 
aefion. but purchasers who 
wish to ensure their interests 
are protected can appoint their 
own. 

Some British-based solicit 
tors can advise on French 
conveyancing. Most charge 
between £130 and £250 to vet 
the preliminary agreement, 
then by the. hour for subse- _ 
quod advice. On average: die 
fee is likely to be £600 to £800 
far die entire transaction. Buy- 
ers pay a deposit of 10 per cent 



Set mtwo-and-a-half acres of gardens, this two-bedroom 
house near the River Dordogne is on sale at about £48,600 


of the purchase price on sign- 
ing the preliminary contract — 
c ompromis de vente. 

All conveyancing costs, in- 
cluding notary fees and taxes, 
amounting to 1<H2 per cent of 
the purchase price, plus the 6-S 
per cent for the estate agent 
(the cheaper the property the 
higher the percentage), must 
be paid by the purchaser. 

If you sell your French home 
within two years of purchase 
you must pay 33.6 per cent of 
the profit in tax. Keep any 
receipts for repairs, as these 
can be set against your final 
tax bill. The longer you hold 
on to your property, the less 
tax you pay. 


I f you own a property in 
France, a Frendi will i s 
vital. Although an English will 
is valid in France it has to be 
proven in a Frendi court 
before it can be put into effect 
“ lt ^ >es ronfbrm to the 
Frendi rules of inheritance, it 
may not be enforceable. 

. Frendi inheritance laws 


ensure that certain member^ 
of your family (but not 
spouses) have an absolute u 

right to inherit a pan pf your 

estate. Should a spouse die. 
their half of the house does nd 
automatically pass to the sur- 
vivor. even ’if that wish was 
specified in a will. 

If you have one child, half of ■ 
your estate must go to him or 
her. If you have two children, 
they each get a third, and so 
on. This could cause problems 
for Hie- spouse, particularly if 
the childroi were from a 
husband's previous 1 marriage. 

If you have no children, the 
first daim an .your estate b 
your parents. . 

There are ways around 
Frendi sucession rules, but 
expert legal advice is essential. 

+ Authentic France, 01258 m. 

•'t? I.V2; Northern & Hfcaem ^ 

France Propmies-fseeabaatk 
The French Property Shop, fbS92 
S52+b); English soHdtaes 
specialising in French 

VLyanciitp Anthonv W Sttfa 
afThrings V Long <0/225 -HMWJ . 
and Stephen Smith of Pnttfs 
Solicitors 2321211- 
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garden would be an jdfeM tribute to the life of Diana, Princess ofWales, Barbara Abbs writes 


Angular bench used by Mr West 

T he idea of recreating a 
nisi one garden as an ap- 
propriate setting for Ken- 
sington Palace is a good 
one- it should be done. Whether it 
should be a memorial to the 
always-modem Diana, Princess of 
Wales, is another question. 

Among those who feel that the 
late Princess would be more fitting- 
ly commemorated by something 
unmistakably contemporary are 
several members of the Society of 
Garden Designers. Itwas about the 
time the society was holding a 
conference, entitled “Order and 

* Adventure [in garden designj", that 

a letter appeared in The Times 
suggesting that the memorial 
garden be designed at Kensington 
.Palace by an art historian, albeit 
one who is also a serious and 
talented gardener. 

Delegates to the conference had 
beard a lecture by Dr Louisa Jones 
on the state of garden design in 
France and one on the work of the 
Belgian designer Jacques Wirtz and 
his company by his son, Peter. The 
public parks of Kathryn Gustafson, 
the landscape architect, the exciting 
private garden in France of the late 
Nitxrle de Vesian and the pictures of 
Wirtz designs all over Europe 
created moods of exhilaration and 
depression in the audience. 

They drooled over sculptural 
hedges following the contours of 
‘■fie landscape, over architectural 
^cascades and light-hearted foun- 
tains that could not have been 
designed in any other period except 
today. Even motorway reservations 
attracted plaudits. 

Then they came down to earth. 

Patrons in Britain, public or pri- 
vate. only rarely ask for modem 
design. Our designers could do it 
and would do it but complained 
that so often they were asked to do 
Gertrude Jekyll pastiches or his- 
torical reconstructions. 

The British have a love affair 
ftointeasify 

At 

Of 

in Britain, ooejs 

desiffwft kwfin American, ftueppst* . 

rardntect Charles Jencksf^side ' and spiky 
and the other. Little Sparta, is 
closed to Ac public because thq 
local planning department has no 
idea of what a modem garden is. 


In ^TwHingtnn ganfep, desjgper Qcye West has put a garden shed ahrwtt centre stage. The mof, mrvrred m grass. is used to create an arch that is emlogicaL dramatic and fan 


a glass-walled 
studio contain- 
ing one or two 
of dra- 
matic modem 
The 
tiled 

. 

in the 
out*' 


HARPUR 


O ne designer who pas- 
sionately believes in the 
modem garden is Jill 
Billington. She designed 
exciting small gardens in London, 
but longs to be asked to master- 
mind broad acres. She describes 
her style as contemporary mini- 
malism. Sensitivity to die site and 
to the owners, and a lade of 
gimmicks produces gardens that 
are easy to live with. 

1 One commission, in Hampstead. 
Was for a courtyard in front of 


grasses.- and 
bold evergreens 
are planted in 
the stoioun ding 
pebbles. Ms 
Billing top is 
philosophical. 

“People pome to 
gardening from 
many different 
viewpoints and I 
realise that only a minority will 
ever be. interested in the sort of 

gardenTtlKke to design," she says. 

There are several reasons why 
this minority is smaller here than 
in Europe or the United States. 
Many gardeners live in older 
houses and feel that a modem 


A Jill BABagfan design uses slabs of Cumbrian green slate 


The 
British 
public is 
not given 
the chance 
to see 
really 
modem 
landscape 
design’ 


design would not look right Paul 
Cooper, who is based in Wales but 
does much of his design work in 
London, says that although many 
London houses are elegant and 
traditional at the front they can be 
extremely ugly, “all plumbing and 
London brick"; at the back. There is 


”, Cooper created a "begins g«d™" with white <*>«> ^ for tius ^ 


no reason to stick to the safety of 
tradition- 

Mere importantly, institutions in 
tiie UK are timid when it comes to 
commissioning landscape archi- 
tects and designers. The public is 
not given the opportunity to be- 
come comfortable with realty mod- 
em landscape design. 

In France, Kathryn Gustafson 
was commisskmed by the small 
town of TbrrassoiHa-VIlIedieu to 
design a public park while Jacques 
Wirtz and his team are involved in 
the re-design of the Tuileries Gar- 
dens in pans. Hie Garden Festival 
at Chaumcnt-sur-Loire is full of the 
roost way-out gardens and people 
flock to see them. . 

M r Cooper could com- 
pete with the most 
avant-garde Euro- 
pean designer. His 
constructivist garden, using glass, 
stainless steel and plastic, - and 
containing orange ana black flow- 
ers. caused a sensation at the 
Chelsea Flower Show a few years 
ago. Unfortunately, it did not 
ap pear to advantage against the 
French Formal Garden, the Old 
Abbey Garden and the reconstruc- 
tion of a Victorian greenhouse that 
were popular dial year. Chelsea is 
really about horticulture while Mr 
Cooper’s work can be better 
described as exterior design. 

One of his recent commissions 
has been to design a garden for a 
modem house at Golders Green. 
Hp-ei a tiny damp garden, sur- 
rounded by huge, gloomy conifers, 
las a -lighting system . walls 
covered in white foam panels. 


Mr West mixes simple, geometric plans and unusual materials 


transparent screens and projected 
images. The garden changes its 
character from hour to hour. Seats 
are suspended 12 feet off the ground 
so that the owners can sit in 
sunshine. 

This year. Mr Coopers garden at 
the Chelsea Flower Show will be 
based on paintings; not the nostal- 
gic watercolours of Helen 
Allingham or even the Impression- 
ists, but the much bolder in-your- 
face paintings of the Fauves and 
Kandinsky. 

Cleve West is a designer who 
combines wit and style with a 
feeling for the rhythms of nature. In 
his own garden, a recreation of his 
award-winning project at Hamp- 
ton Court Palace Flower Show a 
few years ago, the garden shed 
almost rakes centre stage. The roof. 

covered with flower-studded grass, 
extends over the path and is 
supported by timber uprights creat- 
ing an arch and focal point that is 
ecological, dramatic and fun. 

Both Ms Billington’X and Mr 
West’s designs are attractive to 
owners who like gardening. You 
can potter about with plants and 
arrange; as they do. bold groups of 


contrasting foliage such as 
phormhims, acanthus and the Jap- 
anese ioquat. Eriobotrya japonica, 
or subtie colour schemes. 

Both designers also use simple, 
geometric plans and unusual mate- 
rials. Ms Billington has paved a 
garden with wonderfol slabs of 
flame-textured green slate from 
Kirkstone quarry in Ambleside. In 
his garden, Mr West used granite 
setts that seemed to float on water. 
Imagine combining some of these 
ideas with a water cascade and the 
sort of trick fountains that children 
play in that the designers have used 
m France: Now that truly would 
capture the spirit of the People’s 
Princess. 

• JiU Billington can be contacted on 
0181-8860898. Paul Cooper on 
01544230374 and Cleve West on 
0181-9776470. The Society of Garden 
Designers is at 6 Borough Road. 
Kingston-upon-Thames, Sumy 
KT2 til BD (0181974 9483}. 

•Jill Billington's latest book. Really 
Small Gardens, is published try 
Quadrille/ Royal Horticultural Society, 
price £25. 

• The Chelsea Flow Shew trill be 
held at the Royal Hospital. Chelsea. 
May 19-22. 


STEPHEN ANDERTON S 

GARDEN ANSWERS 


170 Last year I had an 
|VI outbreak of big bud on 
my blackcurrant bnshc* 
and removed all the infected 

buds. How can Iprewnta 

recurrence? ~ 1- Howard. 
Cheltenham, Gloucester- 

rn Big bud is a problon 
|AJ caused by tiny mites 
infesting the 

them to become swollen and 


rounded during the winter. 
Eventually, they dry on the 
plant and fail to grow-Tte 
jnites also spread b lack- 
currant virus. You arc correct 
to remove all infected buds 
when they can bc clearly 
identified in late tenter, Wh 
this will not eradicate the 
problem- If you fed thjsye» 
it is under control, P” 6 
otherwise, pull <** the 


bushes -after fruiting and 
replace them next winter. 

[7"\| X have had the bloc 
climber Solan u m 
crispam 'GlasnevnT for the 
past one years on a south- 
faring garage wall, in an 
18m deep border abutting a 


concrete patio. For the 
few years, it flowered wefl. 
but now it (lowers little; and 
grows little. The roots do not 

r to be ray deep in flic 
ow do I rejuvenate it, 
do 1' replace it! — 
S. Coray. Coventry, 
m Thin borders under 
south walls are always 


diy and hungry. However 
good the preparation of the 
soil at the time of planting, 
plants and especially vigor- 
ous climbers eventually run 
Out of steam. Roots come to 
the surface in search of what 
scraps of nutrition and mois- 
ture might come their way. 

1 would thin out the top 
growth by 80 per cent in 
March, leaving Just a frame- 
work of the main stems and 
some younger shoots coming 
from them. Then give it a 
good dressing of bonemeai, 
and a generous mulch over 
its root area of rich, but 
properly rotted, compost or 


manure. If the only mulch 
you can offer is something 
ornamental rather than nu- 
tritious, such as cocoa shells, 
then you need to give a tidier 
dressing of artificial fertiliser 
underneath. Either way. 1 
would give the plant a fort- 
nightly can of liquid feed this 
year. That way it will not lack 
for water, and you will be 
sure of getting it to take up 
some goodness. 

• Write to Garden Answers. 
Weekend, The Times. 

1 Pennington St. London El 
9XN. Advice Is offered without 
legal responsibility. Enclosures 
cannot be returned. 
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Dig that 
Chinese 
patch 

Jane Owen finds 
order is key in a 
Feng Shui garden 

W hen is a garden not a 
garden? John Brookes’* 
"outside room” of the 
Sixties has been translated into a 
dramatic architectural picture or 
sculpture, where plants are almost 
an afterthought 

At one end of the garden spec- 
trum stand Jefcyll. Hobhouse. 

Lloyd and all the other great 
plantsmen and women. At the 
other is a growing band of archi- 
tects and designers from David 
Hides to Sir Roy Strong, Maggie 
Keswick and Charles Jencks, who 
use monocultural plantings to 
bring drama and elegance to a 
landscape rather' than flowers and 
leaf pattern to create the gentle 
prettiness associated with tradition- 
al English gardens. 

John Wyer, who designed the 
dramatic central London courtyard 
pictured below, is one of the new 
breed of garden makers. Although 
he trained as a landscape architect 
at Manchester; he is heavily influ- 
enced by Chinese gardens. Such is 
his enthusiasm for China that he 
once cycled all the way there. He 
visited a variety of Chinese gar- 
dens, studied Feng Shui and now 
recreates such gardens from 
London to Taiwan. 

But that only partly explains this 
garden. As Mr Wyer points out it 
takes a client with daring and 
imagination to put into effect such 
a bold scheme. 

The client is a European busi- 
nessman. determined to remain 
anonymous for the purpose of this 
exercise; with an interest in Zen, 
Feng Shui and Eastern mysticism. 
He is also a perfectionist which is 
why tins garden is relatively high 
maintenan ce — a team primps and 

preens it for several hours every 
week — despite the simplicity of the 
planting. 

"The first rule of Feng Shui is 
that there should be no clutter. 
Good design reflects that idea 
anyway, but this client likes his 
garden kept so that not a leaf is out 
of place," Mr Wyer says. 

His brief took three years of 
altered plans and fine tuning 
before it was eventually built last 
June “The dirnt wanted a garden 
that could be looked at rather than 
used. But the {dot is dark and dank, 
it faces north and it is overlooked 
on all sides by tail buildings. So we 
used Feng Shui to overcome these 
problems. It is a matter of balanc- 
ing the yin and the yang and 
controlling the ‘chf or energy flow 
through the garden.” 

I n Feng Shin it is believed that 
wealth and health is ensured 
by having water Honing to- 
wards the house, so a water feature 
was installed. However, getting the 
water surface to be seen to be 
moving (crucial in fulfilling the 
Feng Shui idea) needed a far more 
powerful pump than anyone had 
bargained for. 

Portuguese laurel lollipops have 
been dipped into simple, round 
shapes, a theme echoed in the curve 
of the laurel leaves and the round- 
ed river-washed marble drippings 
on the garden floor, which give the 
area a light, almost airy fceL 
“There are five elements in Feng 
Shui — water, fire. sofl. metal and 
wood. So the red wall is fire and it 
helps to counteract the negative 
flow of energy caused by this 
garden faring north. The beds are 
edged with stainless steel and the 
wood comes from the trees.” 

The box hedging at the end of the 
garden has been squared off and 
clipped into a proper hedge shape. 

“There is a tynergy between 
many of the principles of Feng Shui 
and garden design. In the end, a 
garden has to blend calmness and 
energy. Like the esergy of the wind 
rushing across water with the calm 
someone feels when they sit in a 
garden." 

Although, should anybody at- 
tempt to sit in the garden. 1 think 
they would be tidied away in case 
they interrupted the chi flowing 

through it 
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Great for work, rest and plays 


ME AND MY GARDEN: JOHN MORTIMER 


H is wife is shooting and 
hunting in Devon. 
John Mortimer is alone 
at the home he has 
inhabited all his life, surrounded 
by the 50 acres, three cultivated, 
where Voyage Round My Father 
was set and filmed. He has a fiat in 
London but never uses it, prefer- 


0 ; i'^r- 

,L "v . .. 


ring, after a day in town, to glide 
back to this secluded end of the 


back to this secluded end of the 
Chiltems. near Henley-on-Thames. 

"When my father buflr this 
house, in the Thirties, his idea was 
to have a small house and a big 
garden. The house is designed to 
look out over the garden in all 
directions. I couldn’t live anywhere 
else. The whole thing is very 
important to my life." he says. 

When his father made the garden 
from a field, he had several 
gardeners. Now there is one, Peter 
Hayes, who is also die Mortimers' 
driver. 

Running west from the house 
there was once a long herbaceous 
border. This has been replaced by a 
low-maintenance shrubbery with a 
path down the centre. Behind this 
are two deep pits filled with old 
beech trees and holly scrub. 

As a boy. Mr Mortimer turned 
one of these into an amphitheatre 
where he would put on his own 
plays. "Because I was an only child 
I did ail the parts. I did Hamlet. 
King Lear and Othello — and I 
used to duel with myself and 
murder myself as well. 

“This area is called Gravelly 
Wood, so I suppose these were 
gravel pits at one time. It'S a good 
place for children. I've got grand- 
children older than my youngest" 
says Mr Mortimer who married 
twice, both times to a woman called 
Penelope. 

At the end of the shrubbery walk 
is a semi-circular white bench, 
which has seen better days, backed 
by a semi-circle of yew which has 
been cut right back after years of 
neglect Fifty metres or so further 
on is a wilderness seething with the 
first spears of thousands of daff- 
odils and planted with specimen 
trees, including acers, azaleas, a 
strawberry tree firbutus unedo), 
magnolias, a contorted hazel, and 
some flowering cherries. "When it's 
in flower tills one looks like a 
crouching Japanese wrestler." he 
says of one old cherry. 

Mr Mortimer’s father planted 
most of the trees here but was 
helped by his son (an infrequent 
event) to plant a large evergreen. 
Eucryphia glutinosa. The main 
garden at the front of the house. 



John Mortimer’s parents 


with views across railing beech- 
woods. is dominated by a tree of 
heaven at the centre of the lawn 
and. to one side, a magnificent blue 
cedar planted for George V’s silver 
jubilee. 

‘And here is the pool that I put 
in." M r Mortimer says. “My moth- 
er would have thought it was 
horrendously vulgar." 

Beyond the pool area a giant 
green and yellow mobile, called 
"Conversation Piece", nods in the 
wind. It was commissioned by Mrs 
Mortimer from John Piper’S grand- 
son. Henry, and made in the 
colours of the house (which has a 
green roof and yellow woodwork) 
far her husband's last birthday. 




John Mortimer with his orchids. “I’m quite good with flowers,” says the author whose role in the garden is mostly supervisory 

THAME TELEVISION 


T all tapestry hedges, woven 
In with ivy, separate this 
area from the kitchen 
garden, which is fertilised 
with manure from the stables. 
There are strawberries, sprouts, 
leeks, spinach, red lettuce, soft fruit, 
a pear and knobbly old cordon 
apples planted in the 1930s which 
produce a huge mound of cooking 
apples. 

“Everything seemed to grow 
more when I was a child.” Mr 
Mortimer says. ‘And I don’t seem 
to be able to grow all the tilings that 
my father grew, such as asparagus, 
nectarines and peaches. 

“The garden is not as grand as it 
was. I spend lots of money at 
garden centres and I always listen 
to Gardener s’ Question Time, but 
if you did all the things they said 
you’d never get anything else 
done." 

Pbts of cymbidium orchids, at 


one end of a heated greenhouse in 
the kitchen garden, will move into 
Mr Mortimer'S study as they 
flower, or be put outside during the 
height of summer. Two are in 
flower, one white, one green, beside 
a double pink amaryllis and some 
white hyacinths in his study. 

“I'm quite good with flowers.” he 
says, confessing that his role in the 
garden is mostly supervisory. “I 
don’t like this upper-class white 
flower garden idea. Lf you look at 
the great painters, like Matisse, 
they use the colours of dahlias 
dashing wife each other.” 

Flowers in fee round conserva- 
tory. on the garden side of the 
house, are a testament to this — 
mauve and pink fuchsias (incredi- 
bly, in full flower in January) dash 
with a red camellia and pinky-red 
Christmas cactus. The white gera- 
niums look positively subdued. 

Beyond the garden proper are 
the areas of bedhwood bought by 
Mr Mortimer to preserve the trees, 
a field of rare wild orchids, 
“strange butterflies and wonderful 



Christmas. I’m writing a novel 
about a New Labour MP, a very 
sticky character, set in Paradise 
Postponed country." Is he getting 
at the party he once espoused? - irs 

embarrassing for me to live undo: a 

Government which you have thor- 
oughly approved of and then, find 
you do not agree with," he says. 


"There is a quote I’ve used in my 
current novel which says ’All 
governments of any period provide 
comedy for fee discerning mind’ 
and I agree. Anyway. 1 don’t want 
to preach about that, I just warn to' 
write about it" 

Tony Blair is no longer a dose 
friend, but Neil Kinnock remains 
one, and regularly stays wife the 
Mortimers — ' entertaining every- 
one in the party with his renditions 
of Elvis Presley numbers — when 
they rent a place in Tuscany. - 


.’4, --V . 


Voyage Round My Father was filmed afthe Mortimers’ house 


snails”, and bluebells. “I found out Mr Mortimer sleeps on the lawn on 
about the orchids from a poacher, hot days after the day’s work is 
who appears a lot -in Paradise complete. He gets up at 4am. “then 
Postponed ,” he says. I bath, breakfast and do all sort of 

Apart from using the garden for things to avoid writing. I stop 
parties and for children visitors, writing at noon, every day, even 


■ Prune the butterfly bush 
Buddleia davidii hard back 
to a framework of older 

wood at Shoots wvfl 

already be starting to grow, 
berth low down in the bush 

on older wood, and at the 
ends of the branches. Cut 
back to the size you require, 
even if h leaves the plant . 

leafless. . ' _ 

■ Complete the planting of 
new raspberry cants, putting 
them in shallowly 16m apart 
with 6ft between the rows. 
Cut them down to 9in. A 
generous mulch of old 
compost will suppress weeds 
and reduce the need for 
vigorous hoeing between the 
rows, which can induce 
sucker formation, 

■ Established raspberries 
will benefit from feeding 
now to ensure strong canes 
for next year. Sulphate of 
ammonia is a cheap source 
of artificial nitrogen, and 
half an ounce to the square 
yard will give the plants a 
lift. Sulphate of potash, 
applied at fee same rate, is 
also beneficial for fruit 
production on this year’s 
canes. 

■ In more sheltered and 
well-drained soils, begin 
outdoor sowings in situ of 
broad beans, early carrots, 
parsnips, summer spinach 
and ruby chard. 

■ Pots of narcissi or 
hyacinths can he stood in a 
light, cool place to die down, 
or be planted in the garden. 


J. T ; A 

— -’Msi 



Jane Owen 


■ 77k paperback edition qfFelix in 
die Underworld by John Mortimer 
was published last month 
by Penguin, £6.99. 
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GAIN SAFE ACCESS TO 


QUALliy TIMBER BUILDINGS 



H|k VKJM1.II T IIIHDCIl 

Pounds 




FRUIT 

CAGES 


’□IE 1 



1 ! US; 




'V.r ,, 5 


Agriframes Ltd., 

Brochure 4826 Chartwoods Rd, East ©instead, 
Sussex RH19 2HP Bar 01342 zioeot {24 boon) 


VII; tr 1 

V fH 1 LADDER i All' 
ACCESS EQUFT. 
DELIVERED AT 

- — - ■ - Jim/n LiSSEATASL E 

TinznnniL* ps,ces 


mcXaCE DE 41 ' 

* 3 BtoOonLaddw Uflltt 
. » 30 yards Floorboardlng 
ONLY E42 S*at- sum 
SAVE CSS. 73 



i;/>'r. ! j| 11 lllfil ^^1 

[cm FREE OHI 0800 592551 g=3Q| 


SHPS. WORKSHOPS, |U— BWOIWBL GAZBOS, 
PUffHOUSES, GARAGES, GREENHOUSES, ETC, ETC. 


* Buy direct from the factory ■ No payment 
before delivery ■ Quality built on 40 years 
experience ■ First because they last 


PING FOR FREE • 
SOUNDS 


« 01299 266337 


BLOOMSof Bressinghamf THE GREAT HUSQVARNA 

nMXJ OCTUC HC 6 T mm cr nmrmi M r- n u n T 7 T.TK.Y, Arc II ® 


ONE OF THE BEST FREE-FLOWERING PERENNIALS 
MONEY CAN BUY 

Our Stumiing Rudbeckia Collection 

fl 3 plants for just £5.95 

\ f \ A A Rudbeckia, with its daisy-like flowers, is 
u ’\ l k t\ // classed as one offee ten best perennials fora 
\\ VA £ J 1 * first-rare, free flowering display all 


summer long. Easy to grow in 
V/ sun and any reasonable soil, 
Rudbeckia will brighten yourgar- 
^ den with its spaiklmgUooins, which 
comprise ofa central cone and rayed 
petals. 

Our Collection comprises one each of 


the following varieties: jalgida. Goldsturm - a 
(S // compact and hardy variety with masses of deep 
if yellow blooms with contrasting Uack centres, flowers in 
GwnWiaid // late summer and autumn and readies a height of 60- 
' 70cm; ocadentalis Green Wizard - a new variety which 
offers moss green fiewexs with a stunning bhek heait which flowers dur- 
ing August and September and reaches l-1.2m in height; and purpurea 


tog August and September and reaches l -l .2m in height; and purpurea 
White Lustre - a variation with great appeal due to is attractive ivory- 
coloured petals which surround a mahogany centre, «==» 

reaches 90cm in height. _ nnru-innTl II 

Our Rudbeckia Collection is available 
for just jCi.95, including deliveryThe 
plants will be despatched in 9cm pots, 
and will be ready to plant straight out 
into your garden guided by our easy- 
to-follow horticultural instructions 


provided. Despatch will be througj 
out April and all orders will 1 
acknowledged. 




Rudbedfcfok^Colda^ 


GUARANTEE 



R35 01245 326004 I 


24 hour credit card order service! 


jfillll 


■ — — Postcode: 

j fercto»CTC6Sf^chequg/pcsW orders mate 

I IXyctebtofloorm Of nr rfahlt my MostaeadMm cad bvfi __ 

ICadN I 1111! INI | ~| ExpfcyDate: T“ T 
I Orders to: RUDBECWa OFFER. BLOOMS OF BRESSNGHAM, Mai Order. 

* ^ Norfolk. IP22 2SR. 

aas* &**»». »Maa. 




* STUDIOS 

* SUMMERHOUSES 

* WORKROOMS 

* GARAGES 

* STABLING 
(PlaK^cdfy «tU traknt) 

SHOW SITE -SOUTHA.MSOAD. 
KWC rrC HWCTPX .XR IBJCBY 
WAZWKXSHBECVZ3SQL 

TEL: 01426 815757 
FAX: 01926 SI5162 



LADDER 

STABILISER 




Ideal for hedge trimming 


• Safe, strong support makes 
ladders free standing. 

• Prevents ladders slipping 
or toppling sideways. 

• Works on uneven ground. 

• Ready for use in seconds. 

• High quality, light weight. 

• Fits any AIu or wood ladder. 

Send for FREE colour brochure 

ANKALAD 

. 20 New Road Gravesend 
Kent DAI 1 OAA 

TEL: 01474 537237 

8am-8pm: 7 days 



An Ashdown Obelisk Clearance Offer 


New Ashdown Obelisks are a wosderfally 
inexpensive wiy to bring height and dupe to 
cokrarfnl flower beds and borders. 

^ Positioned singly or ingroups, they will 
transform your garden with many 
interesting design options. Use them as 
iw^gai anrac tiv e growing supports for your 
-=ih) favourite climbers such as roses or 
\mm . clematis. Add fragrance with jasmine or 
WL^JK 4 produce a colourful evergreen display 
v of variegated ivy. Unlike other 
°* 3e ^ s * cs which will require 
expensive and time consuming 
painting, Ashdown obelisks come 
complete wife moulded fittings and 
finials and are supplied fully finished 
AT j|g_ wife rigid steel tube and a black 
nylon weatherproof coating that 
will last for years. 



rJifl 

W|K 4 l. 

u:is»i^AV I 






*Cl0ener Machines lor a Greener FutmT shows you gwdrn 
equipment Iron i Hie worfcHamous Husqvsna range 


FREE P&P 

WHEN YO U BUY 3 OR MORE 




Oui 


Please send mK DMais about The Gnat Husqvama CasbBackD 

Womtation about Husqvama LswnTrsctorsn FRSHusqwma Range Video □ 


ORDER NOW-QFhER FMns M.pru ,,ct 


PteBseBmd 


'i* fA 


1 Pteasaaend 



MAINTENANCE 

FREERNISH 

NO PAINTING EVER 


PtistCode 


j SrnidtofhatpmuFarmMxfCUnimUK, . 

I nUBWrfGRm'StmrhMm OmmtinhnGtM tBR 
L___ 


®Husqvarna 


I Postcode 


1 ^iSssKssaf h * , “-'««'«- 


MASTERCARD /VISA /SWITCH ORDER 3imsn 'toJ* 

— — — — Q ^ o10050(24hrs) FAX; 01342 310099 
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-^^^l HP teers is transforming Britain’s gardens. Sue Corbett meets them 

ZHtarS \f atm little ' - rffisagSPisi. 
*gS5 «* -lvi any nanus, stSm: 

• i: -^L\zssis& 

eSSL D ™ d Edwar* 1 1 CT H T tl7Al*l7 nuutrialism.- Perhaps il is 

CoidS-p at OB *m. rSr 111; I I L Wlil K something in the Devon air. 

iih^»,i, E!s “-" n >sylme ^h 1At HWIAY If people doit volunteer. 

f*' cannot light a - MrKeniiawByisnattoQShyto 

Z J{) ** London eardens jJJ e jy , WJ far same time,. for the famous pineapples in ask. When Swampy and 
the danger i s that some of ^^thdr fees Mgairthrtnanure beds. friends set themse^ op in 

friends are not much “JuSLF??* ^8^ schooL . fadigan laps every avail- his park jusrdverayaffagoin 
33? “TR?*™ than 12-year- three volunteers in able source of volunteers - the protest a^insl .tta BXelcr 

^ can take som- years who *ve not foe British Trust for to Homten A30<h^rcarnag^ 

HWnagmg.- only successfully completed Conservation Volunteers, way now beiri6:“ carved 

out the new breed of vnlim. ® u . rni 8ht school but goneon to which has been clearing a through the middle of the 
Qjy garden helper does in- XU? ■ ^ 31 allege and are Georgian ride of fallen trees estate. Mr KraSs% asked 
*P i rc confidence. At »}** ■ ww 1 j CBp^oymient and branches, to children on tbem if they would hdp him 

University of Bristol BotaniS m x |^ens.’’Mr Wray says. . work experience from local plant 1.000 mixed English 
UardOT, superintendent Nidv ,.,vY enciy B ?[ ew °^ • ' schools and uni- haniwoods — beeches- oaks 

&-K5S . Town . 

Them retinri. S?Ln^. f ^ ^ • 10Wn 

younger, seeking' ww^Jmeri 1 of Hefigan at peOnfe • 

ence. "They not onhTh^ Pentewan m Cora- pcupie 

interest in gardening ^ holds ' arp onnd 

Plant knowledge. I> hopC of simflar gOOQ 

SSrrf at slashing 

ssesasSS 


I h em re hrvd, but mamTniijch 

1101 onIy have an 

tnterw m gardening but good 
fcMf n ° V ^ ledse ' 850 ** can 

place them m areas where they 

j 1 *" 013 on **» culture 
of Re plants." he says, “irs not 
sufficient to have many pairs 

8 hands. They have to 

be wlf-modvated and pre- 
pared to do the work. TTiis 
garden covers Gve-and-a-half 
acrK and some of the borders 
are bigger than most people’s 
gardens. So. on any one 
anemoon, all a volunteer may 
do is weed one border. But if 
^they come for a period of time 
• they get a good range of jobs — 
and maybe some plum ones.” 
For some volunteers, this 
sort of work is just a begin- 
ning. If volunteers have been 


dens of Hdigan at • . w%p 
Fentewan in Coni- F*' 
wall* holds out .- 
hope of similar 1 . 

rareer prospects. 0 + c i. 
Three of the volun- • ***■ 
teers who have „ 

been helping to re- . 3 

store Heligan’s fine i 
edd gardens si nc e .-■ DUT 
day one are now cat . 
the paid staff. • 
"They'Ve become HeUgpn^fes. 
pan and pares! of the gar- 
dens,” she says. “And as they 
have been seen cat television, 
working here: they even have 
to sign autogrqfo^* for 
visitors." : 


Conservation Volunteers. 
whic h has bon clearing a 
Georgian -ride of fallen trees 
anti branches, to children on 

■work experience from local 
' schools and uni- 

. versity students 
. on middle-year 

placements. 

nip . .. Another garden 

F that rivals Hdigan 

ffvvt to *bis sort of uu- 

tfaiive is John- 
;Kino Michael Kenn- 

‘ imi 5 sways 1.200-acre 

j . estate at .TSsajfc- 
u Ottery St Mary, 

■ where the star vtjf- 

iHg letter, known .to 

___ everyone as "Mrs 
P” and describing - 
herself as a "’very senior 
citizen” takes chaise of weed- 
ing Mr Ketmaway's four lw> 
baceous borders, despite 

having a large garden of her ' 
own. “She volunteered oat of 
the blue,’’ says the delighted 


way now being."' carwd 
through the nudffie 1 of the 
estate, Mr Kenhawby asked 
tbem if they would help him 
plant 1,000 mixed English 
hardwoods — beeches,; oaks 
and chestnuts. "They said: 
'Yes; certainly, as long as you 
show us which way is up.' I 
thought fftey were joking hut 
they weren't." 


K een gardeners .who 
are' .members of the 
Friends of Escot also, 
look after the estate’s park-’ 
land, tackling anything froth 
faying -paths, to restoring ice . 
ponds and an icehouse. 

Such is the, public enthusir 
asm for getting involved in 
other peo^e^s gardens that a 
National Trust head gardener. 
Richard Ayres, has organised 
two hamdsoa master classes 
at Anglesey Abbey, Cam- 
bridgeshire. On Thursday, 
April 2, at 6pm, herbaceous 
borders are. the topic. “And 1 . 
shall have tools there far 
anycate who waists to have a 
go at planting or. dividing,” 
says Mr Ayres. 


vuuuis. ^ • me Dtuer says me aengrusd 

Those who can be anrifite for Mr Ketmaway, "and cooks 
a week or more are grOTi as . once a week from Easter-” 


much variety as possum and 
may even, find themselves 
collecting and laying manure 


“I love it," says Mrs P. “Part 
of foe attraction is the beauty 
of the {dace, and the fact that 



ADRMNSHra*rr 



.Viliitfe 


Nicholas Wray with volunteer gardeners at the University of Bristol Botauxa] Garden. “People have to be self-motivated" 


If you want to take part in 
this new wave of gardening 
generosity, then contact 
plantsman James Smart, 
whose Marwood Hill Gar- 
dens. Barnstaple, are open 
daily forotigh foe year. As Dr 
Smart wistfully reports: "On 


occasion I nave put up a nonce 
inviting help with deadhead- 
ing rhododendrons, but foe 
only response I’Ve ever had 
was: ‘I'd love to do it but I live 
in Lancashire.* If anyone more 
local presented foonselves I 
would be delighted.” 


mDM^EdvaidkOiivm,OOvmLme. 
Cbfcbesttr, Essex CQ2QHI. 

• University Botanical Garden, /Jnrt/l 
Road. BriuV BS8.V>F (Ol 1*473 &B2). 
mBt&sii Trust brCaBservilkxi 
VohmteaxMStMMiyaSatti. 
WMlhntfonl. On® OXlO OEV 
(ram arose*. 

• Ion Gvdaa of HeSgta, rbrnewuist 
AusaJL COrtmU PUb fcEN 
pi73>S44iS 7J. 


• Jdhn-Mkhad Kcaiwnr. Event, 
CWciySr Mary. Devnt EM JUJ 
101404 SZZtSS} 

•James Smart, Marsrod HDL 
B armap le. Devon DUI 4EB 
(00713*2528^ 

• JUdnutJ Ayn-s V master davses. 

7Jdtm price IS. th»j ibr NmUiwuI TwU 
Angf«r Abbey. Lode. GrahridgrCBS 
QEJ (0223811200) 
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Original 

BOX-SASH 

or HIXGED 

FROM DOORS. 
FREME 1)0010 


y The finest timber 

II JfVMM snpeihly crafted. . 

•ro jMjai iiis I Double glazed. 

. The hiendliest 
help and service, 
"jii or phone for fixe Handbook 
"ORIGINAL BOX SASH WINDOW CO (Dqx.DH] 
FREEPOST S, 

Unit 10, Bridgewater Way, Windsor, Beds SU 1IHL 
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YOUR GARAGE^^iH 
DOORS OPEN "X! 
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bnofline tha oimimki 
and SKwkjr of 1 nA|| able 
to pfNMiytitir gwrogs doors 
wfAwit haringla g«t oat 
of your cur. 

Gmfdnti% rafcr sfauttar 
gwqpi doots ora faBy 
qutoomtk and ora epwotod 
byorennra.bandlMiM 
ooniraMh .- ■ . 


sOmfy 


MOTORS 


• MadafraralMiiglv 

wofaWmc#" fraa 
• I Hjr ab la »lBia a mini a fad 
Rokk 

•kampafcslwn. 

• AakMH tic locking. 

• Wbrmadahrapwfedfa 
<i FaBy in rt dhd by 
GuanRan% awn aaftanan. 

• Ifigh Socnfey; 


MvantMa Imimyma 
firMmmmd m ' ADnwiMM 

•kFmatMMof «M|t , 

hnSUJbMR ijiaaiiiai 

h Sprbtt frrrrrflfnr 

PUUUPOSQtMRYN00IL-'nwnaaOia>y 
■uabMad «■ mahn into a baatfM Oowmo 
Mormal *7 fMt MRa allar |Mt 2 or 3 aaaaona 
PM aaa aantnidaoa naar yotr Ikont door form 

La<aB||l RMWaOaawwOikaaa 

Ttwowah Spfoo and into Sumnwt; ROSBWTr 
•0 tanafctm your o**dm aflh ■ kaarah of 
medic blua Awn kip to bottom - aadvona a 
anal parfaaOr tomwd aM. In WMr 
ROSEUMtY lamaha dmaa and bawdhL 
R0SBMRT Aaot loin your grtn al ymmr 
tfwwoh - to flww and mimnen four nal, 
Wtandffoma M Oaa . 

^aknaicl PM2Mapart*ora M)r 

£3.« S2SMSS5SS 

s^SnSs aaseasar 

10 FOR £25.15 

mforms* ss 

am nJSWP M i m m e an and fccotnaa Jw 
gg* MhMrwawdhaai^r. 


FOR A FREE BROCHURE RING 

01484 461010 £!£ 581 US 

Of UJURN IS COUPON BBOW WITHOUT OBUSADON 


FREEPOST • SEND TODAY • NO STAMP REQUIRED 


Port Ine GUARDIAN GARAGE DOORS, . TV7/3 

fVHPOSt HF3 11«, JfUDDOSRBO, HD3 31L 

MR/A«S/MS__ 

TBEPHONE : 


ADDRESS. 
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SUPERIOR ™ > ,<N u 
QUALITY I'/;. ijSMi M 




All al Factory Prices 


Craftsmen made using 


mmm 


Huge sdsdon avataifa h siigfes nl pals 
mate by craflsmenfci prime Bmber Am toned 
femts. Antafata it a sdeefon of sbesto grace 
te banes of (fccanfag bouse baUas. 






NOMtttemansPiaBlstofty! 
DESIGNS TO SIMTAU. TYPES & 
PfmHIES- LARGE OR SMALL 




COLOUR CATALOGUE 
OVER 200 

DESIGNS & SIZES 
TO CHOOSE FROM 

YS ^ Lh^G- ,'tf ;'_ £ . 7 S1UCK 




(Deft TTHsa), HAWKS GREEN, CANNOCK, STAFFS WS11 2XT 

UKMMMOa 



QofcyBdb UrtbkdSin&T 

SNOWDROPS 
IN THE GREEN 

Singk Saonlra|B O_S0 per 30 
■■d £fiJOpcr 100 

Doobk Ssowtrnpi f>LS0pcr30 
md EUOpcrlOO 

WmcrPtfodOs CSJ»pcr20 
Snawthlaes C3.00pcrl0 

All tofts fa»Wy Eftod fcr cadi 
onlet Platte adi£i Ummbpip. 



mrOME 1“ 
NATURAL STYLE | 

• Attractive AHygnic 

• Imta&dmi day 

• 5 Tear warranty 

• heaitW Baara (wall 

Ring NOW for a F 

| 

M 

WWaa™ OCisfiT: 

WO 7832577 



Homes & Gardens classified 
also appears on page 20 
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Spring s upon us and now is the 
time to secure a real bargain when buying Britain^ Best 
Selling Garden Tractor. Select any Countax tractor complete 
irith the Powered Grass Collector and your participating Countax dealer 
will arrange for you to receive invaluable extras normally sold for £533 




Send for this brochure 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE Dump Thick worth tf25-<» .*■- 

FREE three year warranty 2129 ;, I Address 
FREE Security Clamp worth I . 


| Utiu flu-' k ~ w — I — • ■ - 1 

■ Ta : Gounax. FREEPOST.'Sitat Hawley. 0xfdrt.0M47BR 

I ItaiM . ^ 



TTFREE 

0500 

279927 


Scfile // Yitmumo 

The Sim ple 

to Hard 

VMiOV-'.UiTu-r ill-scali-' I lit- avCM"C ■'v'ntct Vv-liT! and 
siaris ii' s.i vi- uiu :nor;i'V in 4 u> 'd - ill VKWJI-H.) 

*■* CLEARS OLD 
H SCALE 
5- PREVEN TS 
fj NEW SCALE 
fi • EASY DIY FIT 
» '5 YEAR 

jj GUARANTEE 
" -v. GUARANTEED 
TO WORK EFFECTIVELY OR 
YOUR FULL MONEY BACK 
FOR DETAILS FREEPHONE 

0500 001109 



£±4 


SfATTER 

Clears Cats 



from your sarden 

NIGHT AND DAY, EVERY DAY 

Unique programme of 


Scaner transmits random bursts o( 
ultrasound at a frequency that cats avoid. I nllW \ 

The/B tum away long before they expose \ uiew»1 l 

themseivBs to ns lull impact, so that d works \ give till’ \ 
where fences or netting lad. FuBy automatic - \ \ 

no sansois to flo wrong. Highly reHabte. fuify \ \ 

weatherproolad miniature computer circuit. \ muiu 

\ Gaf “^i397l 

SWITCH betwe en iorr^vottaga mafae or battery — - 

operation at wHI NO affect on birds or oflrer pels INAUDIBLE to 
humans. Scatter te completely sate, installed ki minutes, 
tty B fbr 90 daya - 5 year guarantee 


FREEPHONE 0800 282824 Fi 
FOR FREE BROCHURE Yi 



Y ou can have all the benefits of a leafier, more rural 
location, by simply moving to another room when 
you own a BAC conservatory. 

Light and airy, the scenery is provided by the natural 
beauty of your garden and gives your present home a 
whole new lease of life. The extra space it creates can be 
used in so many ways. One minute it's the perfect place 
to entertain, the next a wonderful play area for the 
children- And what better place could there be to relax in? 

BAC provide a service from concept to completion. 
Spedly any style or design you wish, in either wood grain 
or white FVC-U, or rich, natural Hardwood. 

Moving to the countryside isn't as 
far as you think with a BAC 

conservatory. Visit our new I3K1DM 

Showcentre in Oxford or for further IHIIihP 
information. Freephone 0800 666 444. CONSERVATORIES 


HREEPHONE 0800 666 444 TODAY 

Open every day lndndliig Sunday - 24 hops 
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When baby 
cries, read 

all about it 

Emma Mahony selects her favourites 


from the numerous mother-and-baby books 


THE TIMES WEEKEN D » SATURDAY MARCH 7 1W8 

Put some ; 

fun on * 
the menu 

Toddlers can make 
mse choices, says Dr 

Thomas Stuttaford 


M y parents had it easy. 

If they had a problem 
with their baby in the 
l%0s, all they did 
was reach for Dr Benjamin Spock. 
On his advice we were left to cry 
ourselves to sleep at night, scream 
the place down before our nexr 
four-hour feed, and kept in quiet 
nurseries to avoid "over-stimula- 
tion'*. What is now diagnosed as 
cuUc in the early evening was then 
known as the baby’s "crying time", 
and the longed-for early smiles 
were called "wind". 

We modem mothers are victims 
of information overload. Conflict- 
ing advice is flung at us from every 
direction — check out the mother- 
and-baby section in any bookshop 
and you will End it groaning under 
the weight of self-professed experts 
in the field of motherhood. Flick 
through the manuals and one will 
•t'H you never to have your child in 
bed with you, while another threat- 
ens lifelong estrangement if you do 
not. Let the baby tell you when it is 
hungry, says one guide, feed them 
at set times only, says another; 
smack the baby if it is naughty, 
never hit your child; at six months 
babies are quite able to recognise 
simple words, do not even attempt 
tu teach your child to read before 
the age of three. Whatever you do 
you are going to be wrong. 

Many of the recenr generation of 
children were brought up on Pen- 
elope Leach's Baby and Child. 
Written for the stay-at-home moth- 
er. it is full of smug solutions such 
as this one for separation anxiety: 
"U is amazing how much one can 
accomplish with a baby on one’s 
liip: indeed, the author became so 
accustomed to this way of life that 
she became convinced she had 
mislaid a child and started a frantic 
search before discovering that he 
was, and ail along had been, in that 
accustomed position." I have tried 
this one; it does not work. 

H er new updated ver- 
sion. The New Pen- 
elope Leach. — Your 
Baby and Child . loses 
none of her know-it-all advice but 
does at least recognise working 
parents, even if she still does like to 
keep them in their place. When one 
mother despairs of "comforting a 
baby who keeps aymgr entertain- 
ing one who can neither sleep nor 
read a book”, Leach wastes no rime 
in telling the mother “If you really 
didn’t try to meet newborn needs as 
best you can — by delegation if not 
in person — you’d have reason to 
fed guilty. This is your child, after 
all; you're responsible for her and 
she's dependent on you." So there. 

For a different approach — 
mother rather than baby-oriented 
— Sheila Kitzinger, the other high 
priestess of babyhood, has written 
The Year After Childbirth: surviv- 
ing the first year of motherhood. If 
you can ium 3 blind eye to the 


FACT FILE 



■ The Girlfriend's Guide to 
Pregnancy by Vidd Irvine 
(Bloomsbury. £14.99). The only 
tunny book on pregnancy ever 
written. 

■ What to Expea — the first 
year (Simon and Schuster, 
£12.99). Excellent reference 
with a dea r mo nth-fay- month 
layout ★★★★ 

■ The New Penelope teach; 
Your Baby and Child (Penguin. 

E 15.99). Baby-oriented and a bit 
smug. 

■ Sheila Kitzinger: The Year 
after Childbirth (OUP. £9.99). 
Motheroriented and easy to 
read. ★★★ 

■ Dr Miriam Stoppard: 
Complete Baby and Child Care 
Porting Kinderslcy. £16.99). Best 
for health, worst for layout. ★★ 

■ How Not to Be a Perfect 
Mother by Libby Purves 
(HarperCoUins, £5.99). Witty, 
anecdotal and sympathetic to the 
working mother, yrk 

■ The NCT book of Pregnancy. 
Birth 8 Parenthood (OUP, 
£10.99). Technical and 
worthy. ★ 

■ Natural Childhood: A 
Practical Guide to the first 
seven years (Gaia. £14.99). 
Interesting intellectual theories in 
an Impenetrable style. ★ 

■ The Complete Book of 
Pregnancy and Baby Care 
(Lorenz, £16.95). Pretty pictures 
and little text- ★ 

■ Baby Signs: How to talk to 
your baby before yoar baby can 
talk (Hodder & Stoughton. 

£9.99). An idea unworthy of being 
published in book form. 


photographs of women in labour 
and hurry through the pages on 
birth as the ultimate sexual experi- 
ence. this book is sensibly written 
and tackles taboo subjects, such as 
sex after childbirth, which others 
tend to ignore. 

Complete Baby and Child Care 
by Dr Miriam Stoppard rounds off 
Macbeth^ trio of female gurus. 
Her information on health is good 
but the format lets her down. 
Lumping Young baby. Older baby. 
Toddler and Pre-school together in 
chapters titled “Feeding and nutri- 
tion" makes it difficult to read. 




luUiViUUai l«3IU u IV MU MUIUUI uuu, 

Too often nursery food is a feature- 
less Wand mush, rich, no doubt, in 
protein ami vitamins, hut devoid uf 
ihe flavours that stimulate a child's t 
sense of smell and taste. 

Children, like adults, prefer their 
food to be tasty and tu look 
appetising- How often has one sat 
at a cable where the child smeared 
rejected gravy -la den mashed pota- 
toes on to clothing and around the 
floor, but has cniten the delirious 
buttered carrots and pheasant 

from Unde George’s plate? .. 

Children's meals, as those of 
adults, are not only & refuelling 
exercise but should be fun. As Held 
Marshal Montgomery detannined, 
no good commander goes into 
battle unless victory is certafci. . 

When taking on a toddler at the 
table, ail die odds are on thfrchOd’s 
side. They are going to win^ there 
is no contest: but the chflffttfcduid 
not be allowed to glosy 4^™p 
power and manipulate the] 
hold. The wise parent iwr 
battle over the dinner table t^ _ v 
emotion about - eating roes be 
erased. 1 : 

Children shouldn't be coaxed, 
harried or .threatened; thertfjghotild 
be no bribes, punishments or 
tricks. If the child doesrit eat a 
totally dispassionate parent should 
whisk It away and raroduEe some- 
thing edible but di ffe rent for die 
next meal. 

Disagreements at mealtimes can 
mean the child will eat very Bttfe 
and possibly grow up malnour- 
ished as a consequence. 

IT IS ONE of the ironies of fete 
20th-century life that malnutrition 
is found both in caring- middle- 
dass districts or lffhaent societies,* 
as wen as in AqffessefrSaisrrify 
artasiuvd the That! World. ■- 

Another rule of a dutdV&et is 
that no grfei%eayhasb should be 
placedjft any^articular|aodndfL 
We may drink doit tough, watery 
:swejts;or fiubbfe^md^mieak is 
just what they need, but tW may 
ha^vcfhadthefr eye on thefrpdrejits* 
food; 

Research over the years has 
shown "that children, like animals, 
when left to than selves, pick out a 
which covers the required 


My favourite book is What to 
Expect in the First Year , published 
by Simon and Schuster. During 
pregnancy many women buy its 
sister title. What to Expect When 
You're Expecting, for the mantii-by- 
rnontft drawings of what the foetus 
looks like. Hie same format works 
welLin the first year. Each chapter 
is prefaced by “What your baby 
may be doing" with a helpful 
section on “What you may be 
concerned about" dressed up as 
quotes from concerned parents 
(Month five: “My daughter has 
been pulling at her ear a lot She 


doesn't seem to be in any pain, but 
I’m worried that she might have an 
ear infection About 200 pages 
cover common illnesses, including 
psychological problems fTm jeal- ' 
oas of the time my husband spends 
with our daughter). If your baby 
wakes up with conjunctivitis, this is 
the book you want in the house. 

If it is loony booksyou want, then 
Baby Signs — How to talk to your 
baby before your baby can talk is 
good for a giggle. Aimed at mothers 
with babies from eight to 18 
months, it promises that if you flap 
your arms and say “birdie" every 


time one flies into view, soanyuur 
baiywfflbeffeppiaghfeownajcms - 
when a bird appears. I have tee*},* 
trying this in the park and hiive 
attracted a lot of puzzled looks — . 
particularly from the baby. 


T! 


Jhere are many successful, 
stories from veteran Baby 
Signers; “When Brandon, 
was 15 months old, he and 
his family attended the street 
market in town- One of Brandon's 
favourite attractions was the pot- 
bellied pig. Because Brandon had a 
Baby Sign for pig (fingertips 


tapping nose) he was able to talk* 
about dris arrimal."Er, yes. * 
Perhaps a man should have tire 
last word — the prophet Kahfil 
Gibran, quoted in Natural Child- 
hood. He says: “Your children are 
not your children. They are the 
sons and daughters of life's longing 
for itself. You may strive to be like 
them, but seek not to make them 
like you." 

This is a poignant message for 
those of us who reach for the 
bookshelf when things go wrong. 

Travelling with baby, page 31 
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e may be 
be ifull of 


iff even 
vitamins and 
‘dements. The mixture 
sfrattge, but it will 
flavour. 

t & the adults eat in a casual way 
devoid of any teadiing intent rheat, 
fish, beans, peas and fresh bruit, it 
is quite likely that their duldren 
will copy them. 

These are the types of food 
duldren should be encouraged to 
eat. It is hard to guess which 
duldren will have an inborn so- 
phisticated taste in food — so let 
them deride, even if they want to 
put tomato ketchup on die ice- 
cream. 


EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER THEaM& TIMES 

ORDER YOUR 
HEALING BINDER 
TODAY 


Part 5 of Healing. The Tunes's definitive guide to 
complementary medicine, is inserted free in todays 
Times Magazine. This six-part series will combine to 
form a 192-page A-Z guide to the treatment of about 
20U ailments, and will focus on more than 30 
beneficial therapies. The series indudes articles by 
the leading figures in the world of complementary- 
medicine, as well as interviews with celebrities who 
reveal their favourite alternative health regimes. 

Healing will be a valuable work of reference. To 
ensure you keep all six parts in pristtneoonditioo, a 
high-quality binder is available, costing just £2.49. 
You can order the binder by calling our hotline on 
01525 S5I 945 or by using the coupon below. 

• Readers ordering the binder can buy back 
issues of Healing at the special price of S5p each, 
inc p&p. using the coupon below. Back copies can 
be ordered without a binder at £3 each by calling 
0I81-6SS 6323. 



THE TIMES HEALING BINDER ORDER FORM 


UdMrs/Ms/Mbs. 

Address 


Send coupon with remittance to:72»» Ttowl Ming Bi nder Offer, 
FX296, PO Bo* 60, Le^itoh Buzzard, Bed* UJ7 7ZD. 


, Postcode 


Please send me — (enter qwnKy) Tknes Haaftiji Hnrierfs) 

@ £2.49 each inc pty. (Add EI tor Irish RepuHc)' 

Also send me the fotowing Heafing supplements @ 85p each 

(enter qtyhtx»)|Z] Part I.OPatZrnftrt 3, QPart4- 
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Children will eat healthy — and tasty — food, as an inventive cookbook writer has proved 

It doesn’t always have to be fish fingers 

natural ingredients." Tiy to 
encourage this diversity of 
tastes before the age of three. 

Ms Karmei has also pio- 
neered some short outs for 
those too busy to be boiling 
carrots and broccoli all day. 
The mo$t famous is the ice- 
cube trick. This involves pre- 
paring more food than you 
need, tipping it into ice-cube 
trays, freezing it, and then 
counting out cubes of, say. 
"Creamy Lettuce and Potato 
Soup" when you need it. 

“There is a great misconcep- 
tion about frozen food, which 
is often frozen two hours after 
it is picked. Now you compare 
that to food that has been 
sitting on the shelf for a while 
and you can see that frozen^ 
food can actually be better* 
than fresh." She hopes one day 
to bring out a range of frozen 
foods to prove her point. 

A s we finish with that 
ultimate nursery food, 
“Louise’s Apple 'and 
Blackberry Pudding" ("the 
blackberries are fro zen, of 
course*). I ask how she comes 
up with the inspiration for the 
200 recipes in her new book. 
Small Helpings . "I try out 
everything new on 20 duldren 

told if 15 like iL ir soes in. I 


C hildren’s tea-time is not 
a problem in Annabel 
Karra el’s house. While 
most of us reach for the fish 
fingers or chicken nuggets. Ms 
Karmei ’s children will be sam- 
pling salmon with creamy 
chive sauce followed by baked 
apples and raisins for pudding 
— two of the many redpes in 
her book. The Complete Baby 
and Toddler Meal Planner. 
Ms Karmei has become to 
children’s food what Delia 
Smith is to dinner party 
menus and Jane Asha- to 
party cakes. With sales of 
more than a million world- 
wide, she is in second place in 
The Sunday Times's top too 
cookbooks list. 

So it is that I find myself in 
the immaculate kitchen of her 
St John's Wood home, in north 
London, where she has offered 
to cook me lunch. We start 
with a salad and a bright red 
dressing called “Dressing for 
Dinner" made of rice wine 
vinegar, soy sauce, fresh 
ginger root, chopped celery 
and tomato pur£e_ It is one of 
her daughter's favourites and 
embodies all the ingredients 
that explain her success. It is 
healthy, it looks and tastes 
good and it can be made in 
large quantities and kept in 
die fridge. It is also quick to 
put together. “As a mother of 
three I know you cant spend 
hours in fixe kitchen, “ she says. 
"None of my redpes takes 
more than half an hour." 

She admits to being ob- 
sessed with food now, W it 
was not always so. Trained as 
a harpist, ir was only after the- : 
tragic death of her first child, 
Natasha, that she decided to 
rethink her life. “Natasha was 
diagnosed with a rare brain 
disease called encephalitis at 
three months.” she says. Five 
days later she died in Ms 



Table talk: Annabel Karmei with herchihiren Nicholas, left. Lara and Scarlet 


Karmel’S arms. "It’s the most 
terrible thing to be a mother, 
and then not to be a mother." 

Eleven months later she 
gave birth to Nicholas and 
decided she could not combine 
the life of a musician — being 
away in the evenings and at 
weekends — with that of a 
mother. “Nicholas was an 
incredibly fussy eater," she 
remembers. “He -would eat 
only pasta, fruit and ice- ’ 
cream. After Natasha'S death. 


I was really worried that he 
wasn’t getting the right tilings 
to help him fight mfectidns. 
But there was nothing out 
there to help. The healthy food 
guides were disgusting, and 
the party food was too fancy. I 
wanted everyday food for my 
children." 

As we tude in to “Stir Fry for 
Small Fry" for the main course 
(a chicken stir-fry with baby 
sweet com. beansprouts and 
soy and oyster sauce), she tells 


me how some duldren “look at 
Chinese food in horror". This 
leads neatly to one of her main 
rules: get them young. She 
says most children like black 
and green olives if fed them 
early enough. The trick is “not 
to feed them too much pack- 
aged and bottled foods, 
because it will always taste the 
same. Heinz tomato soup 
never varies in flavour, but a 
real tomato soup will always 
taste different because of the 


■To absorb iron found in 
red meat,- lentn&cgg yolks. 

spinach and wholegrain 
cereals, the child needs to eat fruit or drink 
juice with vitamin C at the same time. 

■ Introduce a wide range of flavours 
before the age of three. 

■ Do noL feed low-fat yoghurts or milk to 
duldren. 

■ Meals are not a battleground. If the child 
has not finished in 20 minutes, take the food 
away. If you say “No dinner, no icecream", 
do not give in. 


HEALTHY FOODS 


■ Combine foods the baby 
is not keen on with foods he 

is. Try broccoli tuid pear 
tenana and avocado, chicken and apple. 

■ For older children, biend vegetables they 
do not like into a pasta sauce where they 
camiot pick them out If they dohot eat fruit 
make it into ice-lollies. 

■ It is rhe frequency of eating sugar, rather 

° f 811 S 3 *- eaten, that rote to 

te«h- tetter to give sweets at the end of a 
meaL PUre fruit juices and raisins are 
among the worst candidates. 



tuuui iuou. mumers tu* ««*■ 

who have to be taught how to 
tftake apple purge, are ex- 
ft’ondy grateful that she does- 

Emma Mahony 

9 Annabel garnets 
tookbaoks: Baby and Toddler g 
M«U Planner. Baby amt 
Tuidler Cookbook. Small 
Helpings and Quick 
Qnldren^i Meals are all £10.99 
Plus £l.so n&p per item tuut 
wn be ordered from: Coatingfir 
L hildren, 4Q Berkeley quart, 
London W IX SOB air bv credit 
cardan 0171-3554555.' 
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Was ? Pamful conversation. l ean take a joke About my cooking. Of course I can. But there is such a thing as Going Too Far* 


marching- __ to go 

-do you Want of a joke — 

1 said. 10 COme »«h us?" Not half. 

'^^‘^ e ^ hid,wew “ 

wouldn't miss S* 35 a pl*y..I 

"Good,- said rL m ! arch for an y*mg- 
Pretty inends." Charles - “Bring sonTe 

planning nS’J , lad been happBy 

conWraHnL : d H nn * a JuU in The 
uprhe^^i! * Wmindedty picked 
h^d. §ar b0Wl md emptied it on my 

BuTStJSS?. 5°™ yeaTS 


eventually I forgave the old thing — 




he is wy eccentric and peculiar — and 
we set off again - on the best of terms. 
Since then, I have hardly had to speak 
sharply to him at alL . 

But then, a couple of weeks ago, he 
turned up with mat expression on his 
face that means he is expecting dinner. 
“Come in," I said “How Jovdy to see you. 
Lasagne all right?” “Perfect,” said 
Charles, producing from his keepers 
pocket an inky bottle of blended dam. 
Now, I know that he is not a great fan of 
my cooking — too much garlic and 
suspect greenery. Not enough swede. He 
Shares thfi view with Al exand er who, 
offered anything more ambitious than 
chicken dinosaurs or Thomas pasta 
shapes, pokes at it disgustedly and says 
(without even tasting it, which is whai 
kills me about the whole performance): 
“Too slimy. Too revolting. Take it away." 
Still, lasagne seemed a safe enough bet— 
shepherd’s pie by other means, really. So 
.1 got cracking with. Elizabeth David’s 
mgu bolognese, while Charles settled 


down in hoot of 
Noete House Party. 

Some time later 
"What’s that!" said 
Charles, spitting but 
a chicked liver. 

"Don't do that 
please.” I said, my 
smarting hand itchr 
ing. “Ir$ chicken liv- 
er. It is canonical 
Elizabeth David says 
so. Think yourself 
lucky I didn’t put in 
ovarine, the unlaid 
eggs found inside the 
hen, especially in 
spring, when the hens are laying — bet 
you know all about those, Charlie." 

A painful conversation followed. I can 
take a joke about my cooking. Of course I 
can. But there is such a thing as Going 
Too Ffcr. A frost formed as we parted. 
Some days later, he rang. Bur it was too 
late. Ha vine made the effort to clamber 


LIFE AND SOUL 



JANE SHILLING 


on to my high horse. 
I couldn't see my way 
to coming down 
again in time for the 
Countryside March. 
When small children 
take this line, their 
mummies caff it Cut- 
ting Off Your Nose 
To Spite Your Ease. 
Once embarked 
upon, h is fearfully 
difficult to give up. 

So X was sitting 
there, on Saturday 
night; feeling sorry 
for myself and won- 
dering what to do next, when the phone 
rang. It was Katie. “So,” she said. 
“Whars the story? Where are we meet- 
ing? I’m longing to meet Charles. Is 
he really as mad as you say?" Oh crikey. 
Of course. I had invited Katie, too. 
My pretty friend. “Well," I said, “Irs like 
tins . . 


There was a pause while we wondered 
what to do now. I knew what she was 
thinking. Katie, like me, is equally 
unnerved by politics and large crowds of 
people. Especially if they uright shout 


oxtail stew.” “Whatever it takes,” said f. 
mare certai nl y than I felt We seemed to 
have talked ourselves into it 
Early on Sunday morning I aban- 
doned my suede miniskirt plan ("casual, 
waterproof dress”, advised one news- 
paper, as though one were off to the 
Saturday night hop at the Nag's Head) 
and fell back on something lichen- 


“Ive never been on an actual demon- 
stration before, - said Katie, eventually. 
"The nearest thing was going to hear the 
choir at Magdalen Tower on May 
Morning. Stiff, it scans a bit path etic no t 
to, doesn’t h? When people are coming 
from Northumberland and Wales and 
stuff?" 


coloured and enveloping. Then I 
broached the jar of sloe gin that I'd made 
two years ago. I couldn’t imagine there 
would ever come a better moment to do 
it, and besides, we might need it to stiffen 


our nerve. 


I 



t was the food that clinched it in the 
end. Keen cooks (if, in my case. 

unappreciated), we both, once weld 

started to talk about it. found ourselves 
becoming quite indignant about no 
brains, no bone marrow, no oxtail no 
beef on the bone, no raw milk. “Oh 
really "said Katie, starting to giggle. “We 
can’t have become politicised, at our age, 
because we like faxes and foxhounds and 


We didn’t, of course, in the end. No 
shouting, no slogans, no baton charges, 
no antis brandishing scaffolding poles. 
Just a jolly pep talk from a jovial 
policeman on a Raman-nosed chestnut 
gelding: “Don’t surge forward, ladies 

and gentlemen. The people behind might 

think you know something. But you 
know nothing." And a short, congenial 
stroll in the sunshine. 

“Well" said Katie afterwards, as we 
sat in the pub drinking pints of Adnams. 
“I feel almost as though I'd achieved 
something. But I’m not at all sure that I 
deserve to fed like that." 


The will to win shows on the faces of boys during a game of mini-rugby at Kings College Junior School Cambridge, but there are doubts about the suitability of the sport 

The dangers of child’s play 


i noisy touchline scene from 
heartland' of South Wales 
jy. The sky is heavy with 
and the pitch is a bog. 
(gainst Bon Y Maen is the 
y fixture: feelings run deep, 
lireequaner is injured and a 
tplores him to return to the 
j're not hurt, boy!” shouts a 
voice. “Mark your man! 
ir man!" yells a ruddy-faced 
Barbour. 

i scene of no particular 
a - except that the players 
idiatorial contest are just 12 
ge. ... 
i aggression is a long way 
anginal concept of the sport 
ayed: “mini-rugby" The 
s created to give children a 
iirroduction to the compli- 
>s of adult rugby union. An 
ily popular part of family 
life, it is played at about 
s throughout the country by 
led 100.000 children. It was 
for 6-12 year olds and the 
is supposed to be on “fun", 
running across the field to 
ie little ones from exhaust- 
elves. At the youngest levels 
no tackling and passive 
of the scrum are only 
d when tiie players are aged 
line-out when they are II. 
Ihe rime the children are 12 
iy is similar to the rad 
hich many , parents ami 
chers think is an unsuitable 
youngsters. Many argue 
. is im aggressively confron- 
flsrime whkh shrouds its 
under a collection of "de- 
* maxims. 

g it out up front anu 
our confrontation in first" 
iro of the game’s mottoes w 
il play which can lead to 
iijury- Simon Fen7 V 
’sh forward, needed 25 
dly having part of 

r a Bath opponent 

SOIL 

Park on a muddy 
no things were not as 
it. Bur some of the 
itriwropruniising. ine 

wearing jerseys with 


Mini-rugby, a game created to give children a gradua] introduction 
to the adult game, is now a popular part of family life. But is it 
teaching the right lessons? And is it safe? Fred Redwood investigates 

being played too competitively too 
soon. Mim-rueby is an excellent 
game, with which I am fiiDy in- 
volved, but sometimes it is not played 
m the right spirit One reason far this 
is that often rugby matches are not 
- organised in the schools, so boys go to 
the dubs, instead, to learn the game. 

“There is a danger in this. A good 
physical education teacher will at- 
tempt to inculcate moral and educa- 
tional values through the physical 
application of a sport In other words, 
if a boy isn't playing within the spirit 
of the game then he will be pulled up. 

But if former dub players have sole 
responsibility for teaching young 1 - 
Sters ru|by, then the skills may well 
be effectively taught, but good behav- 
iour and sportsmanship can go by 
the board." 

Many schools now choose to have 
nothing to do with coaching rugby. 

Some teachers maintain that a game 
in which success is so heavily 
dependent cm the physical ascenden- 
cy of big children over smaller mss 
doesn't deserve a place on the 
•curriculum. 

Also, a new, professional profit* 
oriented outlook has replaced the 
duffel boat-and-scarf amateur ethos. 

Many lovers of the game don't like it 
International match tickets for a 
father and son used to be easily 
within the budget of the average 
man. Stand tickets for one of today’s 
games will set you beck at least £30. 

A hosprtalhy pacikage could cost you 
— or, mori: likely, your company — in 
the region of £700. 




Jones was seriously 
injured in a Welsh 
club match and . 
will never play 
again; his career 
in medicine is 
also now in doubt 

ihrir monsore- logos On their tecks, 

bSi-<S 5SS 

«“gE jKSJSrfiE-* of i* 

Wales roglV 


Fenn discovered the 
hard way foul play 
can hurt when he 
needed 25 stitches 
after part of his 
ear was bitten 
off by an opponent 


football and they too now 
full advantage of their young 
supporters, selling them playing 
strips at inflated prices. In short, die 
“ruffians* game played by gentle- 
men” days are over. 

There is also the worry of injury. 
Ru gty ha s '•tgimwd 14 lives in the past 
25 years "and it results in about ten 


serious spinal injuries every year. 
The most recent casualty from the 
senior ranks was tile Wales captain, 
Gwyn Janes, a student doctor whose 
future medical career is now in doubt 
afro 1 he suffered a serious spinal 
injury in a dub match between 
Candfiff and Swansea on December 
13. He was temporarily paralysed 
and doctors at .first thought he had 
broken his neck. Jones. 25. mil 
certainly never play rugby again. 


So how can youngsters be taught to 
play the game in the right spirit? 
Tony Reynolds, the physical educa- 
tion inspector for Hampshire and a 
rugby enthusiast agrees with Kevin 
Rowring that dub coaches play a 
vital role. 

“Rugby should be taught as an 
exciting handling game and not as as 
a full-blooded confrontational battle 
between two teams," he says. "Most 
of all, the game should be ’loosely 
referred, instead of from a ’Idler of 
the law* standpoint 

“Winning and losing should not be 
aD-important and the referee should 
be able to intervene during the match 
to offer coaching. It's difficult to do 
this in front of a partisan crowd but 
ifs vital that the game is played in 
this kind of atmosphere." 

Football has already gained an 
ugly reputation for its over-competi- 
tive young boys' leagues. Sunday 
morning lackabouts now commonly 
involve a “manager” berating his 
charges at half-time with Premier- 
ship expletives. It is a worrying 
thought that mini-rugby may be 
going the same way. 

Tony Reynolds disagrees. “The 
Rugby Football Union 15 aware erf 
this danger and it is already worioug 
to counter it Courses are being 
run for coaches and referees where 
the real aims of mini-rugby are 
stressed. 

“As regards the problem of 
overexcited parents, many dubs wfil 
now take these people to one side and 
ask them to calm down or leave. 
There is even an RFU prize for good 
crowd behaviour. These initiatives 
should ensure that rugby maintains 
its traditional reputation for good 
sportsmanship." 

Theyare fine sentiments— particu- 
larly welcome on a day when there is 
another round of Five Nations 
Championship marches. But whether 
the crowd at a Skewen against Bon Y 
Maen fixture will ever wm a prias for 
good behaviour is quite another 
matter. And whether their 12-year-old 
children should be plaiting in such a 
hothouse atmosphere is a question 
that they should seriously be asking 
themselves. 


And there’s 
another 
thing ... 


SEVEN LONG DAYS: AS A SORE 


1 WAS immensely flattered 
when my Editor dared me 
to became abore for a week. 
After all if he’d already 
thought of me as a bore, he 
wouldn’t have made such a 
tactless suggestion. Or 
would he? 

Before embarking on my 
bore-o-tbon, I studied more 
experienced bores in the 
hope of copying their tech- 
nique. Few of than stood 
up to dose scrutiny. 

Steve Davies, for exam- 
ple. Is famously uninterest- 
ing, but foe way Steve has 
capitalised on his supposed 
lack of personality is any- 
thing but boring, even If 
snooker is tedious. 

Bores tend to be pedantic 
and kmgwinded. like Tony 
Benn when he says things 
like: “Of course, they all 
thought Nye Bevan was 
mad when he became 
Labour's Minister for 
Health in 1945 and even 
madder when he went onto 
found the NHS in 1948 . . ." 
But Tony is reportedly one 
of the few politicians to 
have annoyed the Queen 
Mother, which in my book 
makes him a 1st of a lad. 

In foe end, 
the wily truly 
insipid person 
I could think 
of was my old 
pottery teach- 
er. As well as 
teaching cera- 
mics, which is 
an incredibly 
boring sub- 
ject George 
was incredi- 
bly vain. He’d 

written a 
series of thin books about 
pottery, all generously il- 
lustrated with photos of 
himself at work on some 
awful earthenware mon- 
strosity, or smiling next to 

his kiln. 

George was far more 
interested in being a writer 
than teaching pottery and 
used to say: “1 suppose it 
must be quite a thrill for 
you to be taught by a 
published author." 

By an amazing coinci- 
dence. I too am a published 
author. Modelling myself 
on George. I set to work at 
once by reading selected 
extracts from my first novel 
to a taxi driver during a 
journey from King’s Cross 
to Victoria. The hapless 
cabbie tried to put me off. 
“Yeah? Bet I amid write a 
book. Fings I’ve seen ..." I 
quickly sQenced him by 
betting that he couldn't As 
we parted, I sakk “It must 
have been quite a thrill for 
you to give a ride to a 
published author.” The 
cabbie called me “a stupid 
tart” and drove off at speed. 



DAVID BOWKER 


During my boring week 
I was obliged to give a talk 
about journalism to a class 
of 13 year olds. This 
seemed like a perfect op- 
portunity to bore a captive 
audience. But I arrived at 
the school to find that the 
teenagers were already 
bored out of their skulls. 
Then I inadvertently woke 
diem up by admitting most 
journalists were alcoholics 
and cocaine-addicts. But 
then 1 bored them back to 
sleep again by saying that 1 
had never taken cocaine 
and kept my alcohol con- 
sumption to a minimum. 

I quickly learnt that no 
matter how boring you are, 
someone somewhere will 
find you riveting. On a 
country bus ride.1 tried to 
bore the driver into a anna 
by making crushingly obvi- 
ous remarks. But when I 
said: “Looks like you’re 
going to pick up two more 
passengers”, the driver 
laughed as if I’d made a 
witty observation and said: 
“The more, the merrier." I 
tried again with: “1 think 
you’ll fold you need second 
gear for this comer.” The 
driver winked 
at me and 
said: “Yes, in- 
deed, second 
gear does it 
every time.” 
My regime 
during bore- 
week was as 
follows: each 
day. I awoke 
at about 8.15 
and had a 
breakfast of 
two hot crum- 
pets covered in Flora mar- 
garine. Sometimes, if hun- 
ger persisted, a third 
crumpet was deemed nec- 
essary. Then I sat in front 
of the television for hours 
with my two-year-old to 
watch an endless succes- 
sion of Disney videos. 
Lunch was light, either a 
sandwich or soup. (Am I 
boring you?) 

AFTER lunch I retired to 
my study to write some- 
thing dull. Then 1 went for 
a short walk. In the eve- 
nings I -watched television, 
ate dinner and went to bed. 

After four days of this, I 
realised that there was no 
d iff erence between my nor- 
mal existence and my life- 
as-a-bore. This depressed 
me. When f accepted this 


lived life on the edge. Now 
I realise that I am teetering 
on tire brink of total tedi- 
um. All 1 lack is the kiln. 

Nonetheless, it most 
have been a thrill for you In 
read an article by a pub- 
lished author. 


TO WITH / 7 * 

L^TjT pv&t-W 

/?A /J> BE 

3 * A/A/S 







18 • country life 



Simon Cowell has exchanged life in the City for Wildlife Aid 

All things 
wild and 
wonderful 


Simon Cowell was a City broker. Now he 
tends to injured creatures in his sanctuary. 
Wildlife Aid. Derwent May met him 


C hannel 5 viewers last 
night saw the first episode 
in a striking new 26-part 
series called Wildlife 
SOS. It is about a refuge in Surrey 
where thousands of wild creatures, 
from bats to fallow deer, are nursed 
back to health, often after terrible 
injuries, before being released bade 
into the wild. 

The refuge is a one-time farm- 
house near Leatherhead. It is a 
remarkable place, run by a remark' 
able man. Simon CowelL who is in 
his late forties, was a commodity 
broker in the City, but soon after he 
bought this farmhouse for himself 
and his family in 1979. he and his 
wife turned part of it into a small 
hospital for wildlife. . - : 

More and more wounded ani- 
mals and birds came pouring in, so 
he became a part-time broker. 
Then in 19S7 he turned his creation, 
now named Wildlife Aid, into a 
registered charity and. in 1994. he 
gave up the City to run it full-time, 
for no pay. He says it is all 
worthwhile for that glorious 30 
seconds when he releases a healed 
creature back to nature. 

The main hospital is in an 
outbuilding. Its most striking fea- 
ture is the long line of cages — and 
what they contain. 

In the first cage, there was a feral 
pigeon that had fallen down a 


chimney into a fireplace, and flown 
round the room with a wing on fire. 
Christine Barrett the senior super- 
visor, held it gently and showed me 
the affected area. It would be a long 
time before new feathers grew, but 
the hospital would see it through. 

Next was a tawny owl who 
peered at me through one eye from 
the dusky depths of its cage. This 
bird had been hit by a car, it had 
been badly bruised, an eye had 
been damaged, and it had lost its 
sense of balance. It would be fed on 
dead ducks until it too, was ready 
to go. 

There was a hedgehog whose 
stomach had been ripped open by a 
bull terrier, but whose wound was 
healing. 

I was told of another hedgehog 
whose prickles had been almost 
entirely stripped off by a shimmer. 
Two baby collared doves that had 
been picked up in a school play- 
ground were being fed on milk. 

Perhaps the most remarkable 
animal was a long-eared bat that a 
cat had been playing with. Barrett 
opened a large box. inside which 
this tiny creature, less than three 
inches long (including its ears), 
clung to a piece of doth. She 
stretched our its wing to show me 
that on one side it had lost half the 
membrane that joins the wing-bone 
to the leg. It had learnt to come 
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All creatures great and small are cared for at Wildlife Aid. a refuge in Surrey. It is a voluntary concern supported by donations and subscribers worldwide 



down to foe Boor of its box to eat 
mealworms — a surprising ability 
for an animal that feeds entirely on 
the whig — and the hospital team 
were confident the membrane 
would grow again. • 

Next I went out to the garden, 
where there is a pond, and many 
largo- cages for bigger animals to 
convalesce in. A few Canada geese 
wandered round foe pond: birds 
that would never be released 
because they were born with a 
malformation called “aeroplane 
wing", and had feathers sticking 


out from their wings on both sties. 
There were some orphaned flax 
cubs in cages here, and Cowell told 
me that with foe main birth-season 
imminent there would soon be 
many more. 

H owever, he had recently 
seen a litter of eight 
sheltering under a 
piece of wood leaning 
against a garage wall and had 
derided to let than be. The vixen 
was still about and feeding them, 
and his policy — right, I believe — 


was to leave animals in foe wild if 
they could five naturally. Hazards 
and danger had to be accepted as 
part of life. 

Also in foe grounds are laborato- 
ries with X-ray and anaesthetic 
equipment and other veterinary 
facilities- Three vets oversee the 
operations, which have a 60-70 per 
cent success rate. The vets give their 
time freely, as does Barrett, who 
comes in four days a week, and two 
other- women supervisors who 
share the rest of the week between 
them. 



L .;.w : -r 


A tiny hedgehog is afoong those being nursed bade to health 

made the excellent films that are 
bring shown on Channel 5. He is 
now planning to bj$d a larger 
Centre : somewhere iti Sumy or 
Sussex. With 15.000 incoming calls 
a year about animals in trouble, he 
feds a desperate need to expand. 

His motives mix the concerns of 
conservation and welfare. Conser- 
vation, assuch. would not consider 
it important to save a burnt feral 
.tv but for him every 
.wild creature counts. 
it tfteSame time he passionately 
wants future generations to be able 
to enjoy nature in the wild. These 
fadings come together in his credo: 
“We harm nature so much. So let 
us put as much baric into it as we 
possibly care’ 

Wildlife Aid is doing just that, 
and deserves foe support of every- 
one who marched for the country- 
side last weekend — whatever they 
were marching for. 

• Wildlife Aid. Randalls Farmhouse. 
Randalls Road, Leatherhead. Surrey 
KT22QAL (01372 377332). Emergency 
helpline (calls -&p per minutep 
0639300132. 



This bat was mauled fay a&t* 


The centre has a further 140 
volunteers — and even that is not 
enough to tend all the victims, who 
may have to be fad throughout the 
night, or may stay for many 
months and need continual clean- 
ing. The centre takes distress calls 
day and night 

Cowell is usually on night call, 
and his involvement seems never- 
ceasing. He has found sponsors for 
foe centre, successfully sought gifts 
of equipment from hospitals, built 
up a ZOOO-strong. worldwide sub- 
scribing membership — and even 
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SIX DAYS IN PROVENCE 
FROM JUST £399 



R eaders of The Times are offered a magical 
journey through France for a six-day break 
in _Provi?nuf from just £399 per person. You will 
enjoy three free excursions, worth more than 
£50,and stay in the excellent three-star Hotel 
Mercury located just outside the city. 

You lake the Eurostar from Waterloo or 
Ashford to LDIe then the sleek TGV whisks you 
through the country side to Avignon. 

Provence, with its herb-scented hills and 
luminous tight, foe inspiration for artists such 
as Van Gogh and Picasso, is one of foe prettiest 
regions in France. 

EXCURSIONS: 

1. By coach to the Lu heron, designated a 
regional nature park, and to Aixen-Provence. 

Z Through the vineyards of foe Cute du Rhone. 
3. Tb Aries for lunch then on to foe Carmargue 
nature reserve, home of fascinating wildlife, 
including foe famous white horses and buds 
which breed on foe salt fiais. 


} PRICE INCLUDES: 

) • Return travel on Eurostar 
and TGV 

j • Ftve nights’ bed & breakfast 
accommodation 

) • Three free excursions 

| • Luxury coach travel in France 

2 

j • Tour Manager escort throughout 
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Many young people in rural areas feel insecure, isolated and lonely, writes Fred Redwood 


CHANGING TIMES 


I t'S the day-dream life of 
foe holiday-maker scan- 
ning the estate agent’s 
windows. A stress-free, slow- 
motion existence in the sticks, 
with the children growing up 
well away from urban vices. 
Good-quality schooling, 
friendly locals and family 
walks in foe countryside com- 
plete the fantasy. 

But a report published this 
week by the Rural Develop- 
ment Commission, entitled 
Young People in Rural Areas 
— Making Things Happen, 
paints a very different picture 
of life in the countryside for 
teenagers. 

. The Commission found that 
lack of public transport causes 
enormous problems. Social 
and sporting amenities are 
often lacking, as are opportu- 
nities for further education, 
training and employment. A 
shortage of low-cost housing 
prevents young people from 
taking foe first steps away 
from the family home, while 
remaining dose to their roots. 

■ Perhaps foe most worry 
ing observation was that 
young people in foe country 
frequently felt insecure, isolat- 
ed and lonely. 

Zoe . Hall, 22. spent her 
teenage years in Upton. Dor- 
set 16 miles from Swanage. 
Set in an area of outstanding 
natural beauty, with glorious 
beaches nearby, her adoles- 
cent years could have been 
blissful. Far from it 
“l disliked growing up here 
intensely," she says. “Lack of 
transport was the crux of the 
problem because that isolated 
roe from friends outside the 
village. There was simply 
nothing to do. There was no 
swimming pool, no social dub 
— basically, no leisure ameni- 
ties of any kind. 

“The main form of enter- 
tainment was under-age 
drinking, while people living 
closer to Swanage often spent 
all their time in foe amuse- 


The lost generation 



Toeni Longford says teenage drinking and drugs are real problems in her village 


merit arcades. As a result, 
gambling addiction is a real 
problem. When 1 left home, 
finding accommodation was a 
nightmare because only win- 
ter-lets were available, the 
summer bring completely giv- 
en over to tourists. 

“Also, foe incomers to the 
area actively dislike young 
people. They complain about 
them continually and even 
had the cheek to protest when 
an advice centre for local 
teenagers was built Jobs are 
difficult to find here, so most 
ypung people move away." 

Zee’s problems are typical 
The Commission, has instigat- 
ed a number of measures to 
make country teenagers* lives 
less of a struggle. In Shrews- 
bury. for example, a "Wheels 
To Work - .scheme tackles 
transport. Unemployed 16-25- 


year-olds lease mopeds to get 
to interviews, to take up train- 
ing or to undertake intensive 
jab searches. 

It is not only older teenagers 
who experience problems with 
the rural life. Most youngsters 
forge lasting friendships dur- 
ing the first years of secondary 
school, but this, too; can be 
diffiailL 

J ames Goldstraw, 13, fives, 
in foe tiny village of Great 
Sheffield, Berkshire. “I 
see very little of my friends at 
school because, to visit them, 
my parents have, to drive me 
on a. 20-mile round trip," he 
says. Then they have to do the 
same to bring me home. 

“My leisure time consists of 
playing on my computer or 
watching TV. Sometimes I. 
meet .some of the other local 


kids, but there is so little to do 
here that it can lead to getting 
into trouble. Well go on to 
private land and look around 
buildings which we shouIdnT 
be near. 1 know it's wrong, bur 
sometimes you do these things 
out erf sheer boredom." 

Adolescents have always 
complained. -Tin bored” is a 
teenager’s mantra, whether 
it’s heard in Los Angeles or 
Uttlewick Green. Disillu- 
sioned parents reading this 
may have one comforting 
thought: life in foe sticks may 
be boring lor teenagers, but at 
least they are safe there. 

Unfortunately, that is not 
necessarily foe case, either. 
Toeni Longford, 16. lives near 
Lamboum, not far from the 
gallops which inspired Sir 
John Betjeman 

“In a tiny community like 


this, friendship groups an 
very important, so if you fal 
out with one person you can b 
ostracised by the wholi 
group." she says. "This ha: 
happened to me and it wai 
horrible. In a bigger commun 
tty a disagreement wouldn’ 
matter very much because yoi 
would have more people tt 
mix with. But in the country 
relationships are so mud 
more intense. 

"There is a well-knowr 
drugs problem in Lamboum 
and there is also a lot □ 
drinking among young 
people. Everyone has fob 
Vicar of Dibley image of foe 
place, bur you should see it ai 
• night. It's fall of gangs getting 
‘out of it’ and making trouble. 1 
wouldn’t dream of walking 
through Lamboum after 
dark." 

S o if life in rural areas is 
so unpleasant for young 
people, what is the an- 
swer? Toby Johns, foe head ol 
rural services at the Rural 
Development Commission, 
calls for, among other things, 
greater public awareness. 

"It's vital that we ail realise 
that young people in country 
areas need more affordable 
homes, decent public trans- 
port, better jobs and the 
riiance to enjoy themselves," 
he says. "Wc a re determined to 
give these issues a higher 
profile." 

Fine words, but they are 
rather lost on Zo? Hall as she 
. tries to decide ' where her 
future lies. “I am at- an age 
now where l really appreciate 
foe beauty of the Etorsei 
countryside and foe coastline." 
she says. "I paint a lot and in 
ro*K»y ways I would like to 
settle around Swanage when 1 
am older. But then there is foe 
problem of children. I 
wpuldnt bring up a teenager 
01 m > wyn around here. The 
countryside is no place for a 
young person." 
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J^H^urution being blown up in the lavatories, mooning championships, and the start of passionate love affairs . . .* 
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old enough to jom a Cadet air 

J ^ his character changed 
and unexpected ways, 
rays been an untidy? dreamy 

.suddenly he was b^gfograe 

F jus long hair, and spending 
time ironing his lapels and 
t a mirror shine on the toes of 
He studied photos of aircraft 
and was often to be seen 
g his toddler brother into drffl 
i the yard. 


my son a service 


' The squadron he was attached to 
seemed to go in for pleasingly bizarre 
activities. „ . 

Evay few weeks, theretf be a night 
to^dserWhich meant that my son would 
have to stay out overnight until break- 
fast-time. returning pink with pleasure 
and cowxed in rood and a variety of 

prickles. 

I finally discovered that be and the 
other cadets were spending three nights 
being hunted through pitch-dark wood- 
land by torir superior officers. 

The prickles were there because tny 
son had discovered that the best way to 
evade capture was to wear three balacla- 
va helmets at once and dive head-first 
into a thorn-bush. No could bear to 
follow. 

When I mentioned that I thought this 
behaviour a bit odd, a friend living in 
Gloucestershire told me that she’d seen 
her son. who was attached to the Army 
Cadets, trundling through Bourton-on- 
the-Walcr act midnight with a crowd of 


teens carrying ! 
anoth er cadet on a 
stretcher, and fre- 
quently dropping 
him. 

Still, at least our 
sons never came 
home plastered in 
manure. According 

to another mother, at 

the end of a night . 
exercise the officer- 
in-charge liked to 
“cowpar* the cadet 
who had been the 1 

most annoying and 1 1 irv 

unhelpful. * 

Fascinating stories filtered back from 
summer camp. too. Along with the 
expected diversions such as flying a 
Hercules, sailing a Rustier 36. or 


DOWN TO EARTH 



LUCY P1NNEY 


Heavy sleepers 
woke to find them- 
selves strapped to the 
roof-beams of the 
dormitories, live 
rounds of ammuni- 
tion were blown up 
in the lavatories, 
mooning champion- 
ships were hekfiand 
passionate love- 
affairs begun. 

One particular 
friend of my son 

who wishes to re- 
INNEY main anonymous. 

fell asleep in a girl 

cadet's tent while camping at RAF 
Benson. He woke at 2am. horrified to 
hear a patrol approaching. 

A torch beam was shone in his face as 


teaming how to handle a semi-automatic he lay in a jumble of bedding, feigning 
303, my sen and his friends were unconsciousness. 


sampling some of the other, less well- 
advertised, delights of the military. 


Just as he thought he was about to be 
court-martial] ed or worse, one of toe 


pami remarked in a scornful tone: “Car, 
what an horrible ugly bird", before 
moving off- 

I dent mean to criticise the Cadet 
Services. I couldn’t be more pleased that 
kind, volunteer adults were prepared to 
spend so much of their time with my son . 

C harging only a nominal sum, 

these dedicated servicemen and 
women provide the most perfect 
entertainment for teenagers — and all in 
a safe setting in the counfiryside. 

And there's an added spin-off too. Fbr 
someone such as my son, who has only 
had a stale education, the Cadets has 
acted like an expensive Swiss fini&ing 
school. 

Nowadays, he feds an unaccountable 
compulsion to stand to attention when 
he’s being ticked oft to caD his elders 
"sir" and to wear a tie whenever he goes 
out in tire evening. 

This last habit puzzles his companions. 

who tend to ask ruddy if he’s gang for a 


job interview — but he’s noticed that he 
always gets served first at toe bar. 

The hours spoil drilling on a parade- 
ground have paid off handsomely, too. 
Apparently, they’ve proved the best 
possible training for the complexities of 
disco-dancing. 

When I talked to a spokesman as the 
Ministry of Defence, he told roe that 
roughly 26 per cent of the current intake 
into toe Armed Forces were former 
cadets- — but this figure mystifies my son 
and his friends. 

One of them maintained that Cadets 
was more of a rite of passage than a 
career move, and tharthe only people he 
knew who were still dewy-eyed about the 
Armed Services were those who hadn't 
spent their teens simulating combat 
conditions in a remote patch of under- 
brush. 

Forme, this disenchantment is toe best 
part of the deal. However noble it may be 
to lay down one’s life for one's country. 
I’d much rather my son had a safe desk- 
job. 

And I’m thrilled that toe militaiy — our 
of toe goodness of its heart — has devoted 
so much time and effort to working him 
round to the same point of view. 



A man of letters, Sandy Macfarlane steps adore on Inchmnrrin. an island on Loch Lomond, to deliver the mail on one of the most beautiful postal rounds in Britain 


When storms stop the post 


Wales are all on 


Postman Sandy Macfarlane has one of the most unusual rounds in 


Britain. Kevin Pflley dons his sou’wester to help with deliveries 


strip of inland water; 
round is 23 miles long, five 
es wide and about 600ft 


the tiny Lady Jean, 
named after the for- 
mer Duchess of 


Montrose. In sum 


passengers 
for the three- 





island. Some resi- 
dents cherish their 
privacy. 

“The loch at high 
water is going up.” 
says Mr Macfar- 
lane, a member 


of the local ero- 
sion study group. 
“There can be lift in 
difference between 
high and low water 
and the islands are 
getting smaller. 
Don’t ask me why. 
If we knew, we 


wouldn’t have the 
excuse for our 




country. 


Marion , built 
1938 aid named after 
y’s grandfetoerTs niece, Christian 



mail when the loch 




^ffce with the Scott fern# prowde 



Red flag that 
heralds the 
start of spring 


FEATHER REPORT 


The mail boat passes the 
Loch Lomond Golf Club 


which win host the Scottish 


Open this year. The final call 
is the last of the four islands 


inhabited all year, the private- 
ly owned Irtchfad, vouch is 
about a mile long. The pier has 
collapsed and the caretakers, 
Derek and Michael Wood, 
come to collect their post 
An artist and a farmer 


accountant, the Woods broth- 
ers, from Nottingham, are the 
only Englishmen on toe loch. 
They have been looking after 
Inchfad for three years. “It is 
mainly dealing with the thou- 
sands of molts,” Michael says. 

The wind gets up and toe 
rain comes down. The stron- 


gest winds Mr Macfarlane 
has encountered have blown 


A RED-RUMPED swallow 
was repented over Cornwall 
earlier this week. This bird is 
s imilar to our own swallows, 
except for its distinctive red- 
dish-buff collar and rump. It 
was probably a spring mi- 
grant coming up from Africa 
to Spain that overshot the 
mark — and a forerunner of 
the vast army of birds that is 
about to land on our shores. 

Among the first of these will 
he the chiffehafis. In fact, there 
may already be some around. 
The earliest 1 have heard a 
chiffchaff singing is March 12, 
in the warm weather of 1995, 
but they usually start arriving 
in numbers -around the first 
day of spring. March 21. 

A few chiiJchaffs stay here 
throughout the winter, but 
they hardly ever seem to sing, 
and it is probable that all those 
chiffehafis that will soon be 
chinking away in toe treetops 
will be genuine new arrivals. 

However, same of toe coun- 
ty bird reports that list the first 
recorded dates of summer vis- 
itors omit toe chiffchaff (and 
toe blackcap) because they fed 
the status of any individual is 
too uncertain. 

Incidentally, there are now 
four chiffehafis where (here 
was (me before. The British 
Ornithologists’ Union has just 
“split” the chiffchaff into four 
distinct species: (he Iberian 
chiffchaff. the Canary Islands 
chiffchaff, toe mountain chiff- 
chaff (found in toe Caucasus 
and the Middle East) and our 
own common chiffchaff. as it 
is now named. However, they 
are only divided by very slight 
differences, and none of the 
three new ones has ever been 
recorded for certain in Britain. 
(A possible Iberian chiffchaff 
is under consideration.) 

FOR BRITISH birdwatchers, 
the main problem is distin- 
| guishing toe chiffehafis from 
the willow warblers arriving 
from early April onward. 
When they are singing there is 
no problem. The willow war- 
bler’s delightful, rippling ca- 
dences are quite different from 
the other's leisurely “chink, 
diank, chink, chank”. 

Otherwise, the two spedes 
are very similar — both of 
them small greenish-buff 
birds with fine bills. The 
chiffchaff usually has black 
legs, and toe willow warbler 
red legs; also, the chiffchaff is 
more white, less yellow be- 
neath, and a bit scruffier. But 
how often can you see these 
things or be sure of them? 

At any rate, it will be a good 
moment when the first unmis- 
takable chiffchaff appeals this 
year. It will probably be 
si n ging near some water 
where there are already plenty 
of insects about, breaking off 
frequently to chase a passing 


fly, then returning to its twig 
to sing again, and wagging in 
tail up and down in time wifi 
every note. 

There are two other possiblt 
contenders for toe tide of firs 
spring visitor of toe year — tot 
wheatear and the sand mar 
tin. Wheatears are seen ir 
March in many places when 
they are not found in summer 
such as on playing fields. 

In toe early morning I havi 
sometimes seen them in Re 
gent’s Park in central London 
They stop here to feed ot 
insects among the grass, anc 
you first notice them as smal 
whitish birds darting to ant 
fro a long way off. Closer, yoi 
see their dark eye-stripes, ant 
their white rump as they fh 
away. They are heading fo 
the moors. 

Sand martins appear ii 
March over lakes. There ar 
sometimes large flocks a 
these nimble brown bird 
swooping over the water u 
PETER BROWN 



Spring arrivals; chiffchaff? 

pursuit of flies. Bur they ai 
soon on their way, uncomim: 
birds now, heading for the fo 
remaining sandpits in Britai 
where they can burrow the 
holes and bring up the 
young in peace. 

Derwent Ma 

• What’s about: Birders — wad 

for courtship displays by pairs of 
mute swans. Tmtchers —Alpine 

swift Budmrth Mere. Cheshire 
surf scoter. Montrose. Details 
from Birdline 0891 700222. Calls 
axtt SOp a minute. 


ON THE SPOT: WEST YORKSHIRE 


Rural recommendations 

The place the Wesleyan Chapel, Heptonstall. 

Tbe view: dumps of trees follow die route of the River Calder 
and beyond these lie neat fields. Ar the base of toe hill is an old 
textile works and on toe left sits Old Town Mill. 
Aficionados visitors from Britain and overseas. 

interest this pilgrimage she is the oldest 
Metnodist Chapel in the world to have been in continuous use 
since its construction in 1764. The octagonal design 
lasmcmable atfhe time, was chosen so as not to conflict with 
the established Church. It is named after John Wesley, whu 
laid the foundation stone. 3 nu 

OS ret 966/281 on sheet 103. 

to ,f 1 *5"= rate AM6 from Halifax to Hebden Bridge 
then walk up the steep, cobbled footpath for half a mile. ** 

SI COmbn “ a ™ tt0 * e Biuebell 


Deborah King 
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20 * pets 


the times weekend 


SATVftDAV MARL H TNOtf 


No business 
like dogshow 
business 

Crufts is not all wagging tails and 
smiles. Carol Price goes backstage at 
the world’s most popular pooch show 


A s Crufts reaches its 
climax at the NEC 
today and tomorrow, 
there cannot be a car 
park or hotel bathroom in 
Birmingham where hair- 
brushes aren’t being feverishly 
scraped through canine coats. 
Hundreds of nervous owners 
will be reaching for the talc, 
shampoo, tea tree oil. clippers, 
and natty hair-dividing de- 
vices called “crackers", which 
turn your dog into a canine 
Hilda Ogden. 

Although the top prize 
money is only £100 for Best in 
Show, competition is enor- 
mous. Every year the show 
attracts more dogs and exhibi- 


tors: inday. just producing 
4gh to 

a rail order ana much harder 


dog good enough to quail 


mg a 
ify is 



than most pet owners might 
imagine. 

First you have to secure a 
pup with show-winning poten- 
tial — in terms of looks and 
temperament — which only 5 
to 10 per cent of all pedigree 
dugs possess. 

Once you have found such a 
dog, the hard grind and the 
motorway driving begins. The 
next year may be spent tra- 
versing the British Isles to 
notch up that vital first, second 
or third placing at a national 
championship show — the 
dog-owner's passport to 
Crufts. 

There are no guarantees at 
the shows, even if the dog is a 
top pedigree. At many shows, 
owners come away empty- 
handed, having spent hours of 
mind-numbing tedium wait- 
ing around the “benches*’ — or 
ringside kennel compartments 

— before they get to glimpse 
their judge. Boredom, nervous 
anticipation, elation.' despair 

— no current Crufts qualifier 
will have avoided die mental 
rollercoaster. 

The Robinson family, who 
his week travelled to the show 
ram their home in Newton 
\bbey. Ireland, have done it 
all before. Alan Robinson and 
lis wife, Deirdre, show beard- 
id collies: today their eyes will 
x fixed on their daughter. 
Clare, who at the age of ten is 
)ne of Crufts’ youngest ever 
landlers/qualifiers. She will 
x taking her Lhasa Apso, 
Holly, into the ring and ad- 
nits to being “extremely ner- 
/ous". despite the extensive 
areparation she has put in. 

If Clare is one of the youn- 
gest Crufts exhibitors, then 82- 





A last-minute spot of glossy coat grooming for one hopeful competitor (Iefifc and a trolley ride allows another set of Crufts contestants to save their strength for foe big show 

pa ; 1 . • 



Say cheese: snap happy Strapper sets up a group shot 


year-old Molly Castle has to be 
one of the most seasoned. A 
breeder of more than 50 King 
Charles spaniel champions, 
Mrs Castle, from Hudders- 
field, has defied imuiy — a bad 
knee resulting from a hip 
operation — to bring her two 
star bitches to the NEC. 

“ "W" "T" nfortunately.” she 
| I says, “my dogs 
I wont show for 
V-/ anyone else, so 
I*m going to have to hobble 
round that ring if it kills me." 

Mis Castle has been to 
every Crufts since 1948 — 
“except for the one in 1949. 
which was cancelled by an 
electricians’ strike” — and says 
that, along with many of her 
generation, she regrets foe 
passing of “the good old days 
when the show was much 


more casual and intimate. 
NowifS all rush and push and 
so much more commercial.” 
Exhibitors, too, are growing 
increasingly competitive, each 
seeking that new wonder 
product— be it aloe vera juice, 
green-lipped mussels, shark’s 
cartilage, probiotic tonic, or 
any state-oi 1 foe-art miracle 
diet/ grooming aid that might 
boost a'dog’s show-ringallnre. * 
Owners may spend millions 
every year on dog products, 
but. according to Brian Leon- 
ard of the Kennel Club, not 
even a miracle cure can turn a 
so-so dog into a champion. 

“It just has to have a natural 
star quality in foe ring,” he 
says. “Nothing else will do it" 
Last year’s supreme Crufts 
champion, foe Yorkshire terri- 
er Ozmilion Mystification, 
seemed to back up his theory 



Time to rdax before performing in the ring in front of foe crowds Reft); and 40 winks for ajn exhausted handler 


— the winner's diet was amply 
supplemented with packets of 
crisps, digestive biscuits and 
Marks & Spehefcr rdast chick- 
en thighs, with no apparent ill- 
effects. 

Today’s Crufts is no longer a 
simple dog show, but a four- 
day spectacular where tradi- 
tional-breed exhibitors can be 
swamped by hundreds oF 
trade stands and displays of 
dogs doing everything from 
herding ducks to hanging off 
foe shoulders of motorcycling 
policemen. 

Worldwide, it has become 


famous for its prestige, glam- 
our, diversity — and the length 
of queues at - Its lavatories. 
Dogs seem weB catered for nf*' 
this area. 

But Beverley Cuddy, pub- 
lisher of Dogs Today, thinks 
human needs are notoriously 
less well met If you are 
thinking of setting up a service 
at Crufts, she says, forget 
selling fancy collars and 
shark’s cartilage for the dogs. 
“If you were to develop a stand 
at Crufts which was just toilets 
for humans, you’d be set to 
make a fortune.” 



■ Crufts, now in rts I08th yemr. 
will cost foe Kennd Club £2J 
million to set up and ran. 

■ 201892 pedigree dogs and 
5,000 crossbreeds will be 
taking part Some I0&000 
human visitors are expected. 

■ Golden retrievers are 

the biggest single breed entry 
(533) followed by labradors 
(524): the lowest are Hungarian 
Kuvasz (5). 

■There are 180 judges aided 
by 350 stewards. 


■ To accommodate (be impact 
of 2501000 sets of paws and 
human feet the NEC floor has 
to be covered in special carpet 
tile. - 

■ An estimated 7501b of dog 
hair and L500ib of doggy 
waste will have to be cleared 
during the show. 

■ TV coverage of Crafts *98. 
starts tonight on BBC2 
(5.40pm). 

■ For tickets call foe NEC box 
office on 0121-767 4850. 


cm 

Uri year you wnte 
about vewnawy wfcv. 

Sgrwd guvrM address tt-( 

write to Cor further triform* \ 
tioo. We’ve lost d. On you - } 
help’ 

The Royal Cullqpe uf\* 
Veterinary Surgeons 
Belgravia House. 
Honefeirv Road- wndur 
SW1P 2A F, will hrip t ant - 
appreciate a large suuhpt* 
address** envelope. Six tore,., 
versiries award a tftTjnfe ir 
Veterinary Science or wsfo 
cine; Bristol. Cambridge, Ed- 
inburgh. Glasgow. Liver**! 
and London. "- nlc j n ^ 
registrar of cadi for detal* nf 
their wterinary sdvxti. 1 

Freckles, our dicker. 

. _ . spaniel bitch, is botked 
in for 

when she will be 11 raoriqE- 
oid. I’m told fob operaw 
involves: removing her- w 
nes and uterus. Why w 
simply fie foe * Bb *s. 

human sterilisation? \V»0 h - 
need hormone replace net 

therapy and will she go fatj 
rri TVinti the fallopian ruk 
lAl will prevent concept** , 
but she won! be neuter. VVhfc 
foe ovaries remain. Freckfi 
will come into season every k 
months, with all the us*l 
complications. A false prg- 
nancy will occur eight we«s 
after heat because her ovars 
continue to make ihe hr- 
mnnes coftlrolling this. Ad 
many unspayed bitches devh 
op pyometritis — a serias 
infection of the uterus — rt 
middle age. If rhe uterus »T 
there, pyometritis cant hp- 
pen. If you overfeed Fredas 
shell get fat. but guide dgs 
are spayed and castrated, nd 
most have trim figures. J 

Have you any adfce 

about introducing wo 

kittens to our dog — ’ho 
respects cats — and Date a 
13-year-oW feline who re- 
spects nobody. Daisy’s brib- 
er, Tom. disappeared tin* 
years ago and since in 
Daisy Hnc been very demnd- 
ing. We don’t want to nset 
her, but we would like to art 
the next generation of ate 
now. Or should we wait util 
Daisy gees? 

® Daisy Wont feel thrat- 
ened by a pair ofyong 
kittens. If the youngsters re- 
sume to get too familiar, fore 
will be spits and spats forhe 
first fbrmight and later. «r ■ 
Daisy will make sure he 
remains “top cat". A 2ft sqlire 
wooden box with a lid ah a 
kitten-sized - entrance tie 
makes, at) raqellcnt safe-haai 
for foe babes, fted ^ll tfte 
cats at opj^jsffe sides of He •. 
same room so they gqt usdlo 
feeding together. Daisy ill 
almost certainly take on a nw 
lease of life when she hs 
couple of lively youngsterso 
keep up with — and keepn . 
order. 

James Allcocc 

• Write to The Times 1 'er. 

Weekend. The Times. 

/ Pennington Street. London 
El 9XN. Advice is offered withoi 
legal responsibility. 


ADOPT ME 



AUNTIE (left) is a 14-year- 
old tortoiseshell cat with an 
affectionate nature. The 
tips of her ears are missing, 
due to a medical condition, 
but she is in good health 
and needs a loving home 
with an understanding and 
patient owner. 

If you would tike to 
adopt Auntie. 'please con- 
tact Wood Green Animal 
Shelter (01480 830014) and 
quote reference KC83162. 



One dick and he’ll be a good boy 


Well trained: foe clicker 


D o not despair if your dog is a 
disobedient rascal — a new 
method has arrived from the 
United States called dicker training 
which has been used successfully with 
dolphins and performing whales. The 
dicker is a thin metal plate fixed at one 
end inside a plastic casing two inches long 
and one inch wide. The plate clicks when 
pressed down and dicks again when 
released. It costs about £2iO. 

Among those leading the way is Sarah 
Whitehead, who runs sessions for puppies 
at her home near Windsor in Berkshire. 


She says that an eight-week-old puppy, 
previously only any good at unravelling 
toilet rolls. wOI be coming to heeL sitting 
and staying within the first hour of her 
course. Five one-hour sessions over five 
weeks cost £40. 

Animals are trained by clicking and 
treating. Give the dog its favourite treat 
and press foe clicker. It soon learns that 
responding to the clicks brings home the 
goodies. Owners gain obedience based on 
trust and affection, rather than force and 
compulsion. 

Ms Whitehead has clicker-trained her 


own seven-month-old golden retriever, 
Windsor, who now shows off at her 
regular d asses. He opens and doses 
doors, loads and unloads the washing 
. machine. “But he can’t do the ironing yet" 
she says. “We’re working on that” 

JackCrossley 

• For information on courses, send an - 
SAE to the Association for Pet Dog Trainers, 
Peacocks Farm, Northchapel. Petworth, 

West Sussex GU28QJB. For videos and books, 
contact Stephen King at Crosskeys Books 
{D 18 1-590 3604). 


ANIMALS & ACCESSORIES 



To advertise in this section contact Chris Marshall 
on 0171 6S0 6125 or Fax 0171 7827799. 
Other Headings available in this section are: 
Charities: Pet Rescue; Horses; Grooming Services; 
Memorials; Kennels & Catteries; Lost Pets: 

Pet Friendly Accommodation; Shows. 

Any other title re qui r e d unique to ow animat world 
can be accommodated 



ANIMAL HEALTH 


DON’T SHOOT THAT DOG!! 

LET BOB GRASS HELP SOLVE YOUR PROBLEMS 

SKIN PROBLEMS H NO PROBLEM 

Um ft* famous) mMBtra aUNCtnai Ml Mi ty broaden and tomb tor overdo yarn. mean 
pad as «i akt bl Rto traatnwrt of sidn vrturft there Is soreness or intonation . 

PERSONAL NOTE 

Asa pstto*wil ^t ^ Bre REALLY P OOP and wtB nip faBdul and retired pets aren when al she 
Hula3wi FretonhsrtiaaRs on how to aqiAre total product phase wits orcA 

BOB GRASS 

12 Ayteabmy Road, Doncaster, DW2 SLTTefc (01302) 344072 


RIDING HOLIDAYS 




Andaluz 
Adventure 

Costa de la Lax 
in S W Spain. 
Hcfibn i 



Fort 
CPU fiajomh from 
leant* Bsm^-UuH 
01935 817567 


GENERAL 



I 

PASSPORTS 

FUR 


THE 

ALTERNATIVE 

TO 

QUARANTINE, 


20 Seymour Road, London SW18 5JA. Tel: 0181 -870 5960. 


HOMES & GARDENS 


Homes & Gardens classified also appears on pages 14 & 15 


‘Wrought Iron’ 

JARDINIERE 

^■ferStramag Floral 
■Displays 



l£29 

line p8>p 
Add a ttov o< c olou r Pyotr pg(io. 
pafwjya wd gaowi. 
lt» nsdy wtiurtis no wait to 
tpactfvaistad mi m Burenvqr 
touqnnck tunm^nenarig 
•MtmxoriyartancatM 
appaama bin rairaaa tant- 


orhaoiBfraionrtoaSd 
ednU dlqdqfs d year round 
-Rnwarign dMsr a notgaonlr 
tanMn bs ant bmfcfcltlo 

jocas «nr«Bttpdoa. 

7Day rto»p i fti i a 

aWRORDBTLME 

01483 368888 

El QwttHYftB X 
Send fee i£JLIMattag 
dhptDiY/18) 
J£a.HouM,lMeltad. 
CmMft&nqiguSM) 


HARD WATER 

The scientific solution 



‘’Whatever your 
mobility needs. I kmw 
rou can trust Cliurclills 



We believe Krystal is ttm only 
water softener worth fitting. 

I Advanced computer tedinolag)’ wrth 
automatic 24-hour, 365-day programme 
I Compact size means installation k never a 
problem - even in the smallest spaces 
I Universal performance - Krystal 
exceeding expectations where others fail 


Fit Krystal yourseff- 

NO plumbing, 

NO maintenance, 

NO chetnkak and (ess 
than £2 a year to run. 


Ume, 
•hotel 




*atarfam 


wwytap 


Kr V«a'8ives 


reuaoR 




'Bwbaefei? 


"“•HtftKiyaai 


'NO-RISK HOME TRIAL - we give you 90 DAYS 
[ to try Krystal IN YOUR OWN HOME 



5m Lines open 24 hours. 7 days 

800 590050 ET. 


m. 47-41 M»3t.Uiafari. fata B817 Ota id: fflOUBWi Fte«4M«SC11 
. TRADE AM OVSBEASSfOBHESHBjCOIIED 


1 


“rvtbcn 
StririBs far yens, 
fitted m>utt Wii 
might bave had 



SeatWs ntfatts G? fanBm has /fey ... 

Sldbii 

ST a dnm mi get ap with ease 

And ifsdone wonders for those niggjiog aches 
Bsd pains. 


'OartUTk’ 
ranee I had unf' 
i Churchill's. I 
I move borne. 0* 
liter tinging the 
^ indepeadeocr 

- 4* 

with their 
Rdaxdu 
kmparhfew - 

H>t 
urjtet^ 


first good lughts deep in It is a great 

help if you sufe front arthriiix. theomatBin 
or hack paui 

Sottluteveijoortaobaiiyproblans 
pick up your phone and talk to 
Otun^\ Y« kj»» yoo can ma IS' fl* 
Onmduirs. hecaiae I ito.» 


S'Wpmirifc/ 

Awwifia 
STfewsh* 

^\sr _ 

. S'kstdsH 

0800 3711982 
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the tidies weekend 


ut for the Broadway Barber 

MPW YORK DAILY, NEWS 


stars 


work at 
BrOadwa 
S 



J bee 

was bon 
London, 

front 

and 

mri iG 

roast be* 

i in a 
tough 

way. al 


when h 


nice tal 


of the d 


a 


him for his con trite 1 - 
the ritys rich and „ , 
history. 

I r Kay then makes x ’ 
himself even 
more popular 
when he an- 
that he is demoting 
: contents of his shop 
cal museum. As the 
as remained un- 
since it was built in 
d has the original . 
leaiher chairs, the 
■n for hot towels. 600 
display cases, and 
1 old bottles for oils 
ns along its marble 
>lus the striped bar- 
outside, this has the t 
curator very excited. 5 
he is so exdred that r 
mm of the Chy of ^ 
t is now rebuilding t 
floor so that it can r 
1 shop on show as a 
t exhibition. s 

c just the old store C 
ins find so exciting, s 
rfr is all the old stories * 
4th it. And new Mr ti 
h a wooden chair in V 
dent 25 floors above v 
tl He is nearly SO n 
1 4ith big brown eyes p 
sol voice, but his a 
is frill as sharp. r a5 his h 
id he tells his story as h 


«rr 

r, c*Mk*»* 
r»U 



Dptaas started by an 
Tinti grant (says Mr 
ter (ten years, when 
s a sizeable roll, he 
4 goes home to the 
ghettLlheguywho 
gambler, arel every 
ulls the blinds and 
ps with his employ- 
inatdy. he is not 
craps player and 
he loses the shop on 
the dice to one of his 

barbers.! 

er, along comes Mr 
, off the American 
Airlines light from Londcm, 

*had to stop twice on 

.jn Greenland and 
land, because they 
ve big jets to cross 
c m those days. Mr 
well in the shop 
ties zrpartner, and 
js the joint. i 

irea at this tune, 
like Humphrey 
George Raft and 
ipey. who were bom 

s. are struggling to 
bring as hoofers ■and 

the stage, ami <x 

all come in for a 
a short back and 



Reynolds: easy guy 




course 
shave a 
sides. 

Raft 
famous 
all his 
from B 
frit 
discraii- 
Mob. B 


m 


on to become a 
je star, then blows 

ey and gets barred 

in because of his 
with some very 
ile members of the 
al this tune he is 


tango in a dance hall an 168th 
Street and Broadway, which 
makes him very popular. 
Years later, Mr Kay remem- 
bers, Malcolm X gets shot 
nearby* 

“Bogart was a good friend." 
says Mr Kay, “and then 
Cagney. He was a little guy. 
skinny, then he became fetter. 
Humphrey was bran round 
the comer from me, at 245 
West 104th Street His father 
was a physician, a doctor, his 
mother was an artist a 
painter. After he became an 
actor and went to Hollywood, 
he would always stop in for a 
haircut when he was back 
here. 

“That big movie that made 
him, Casablanca, it was in- 
tended originally for George 
Raft, but he didn’t like it, so 
Bogan took it and was made. 
He always laughed about that 
He called me Kay, I called him 
Humphrey. He told his 
friends about my shop and 

they would come in for a cut as 

well.” 

T hen one day Yul 
Brynner walks into 
Mr Kay's simp. He is 

not a star at this tune, 

mainly brause he still has 
hair. "Yul was raamed to a 

beautiful English actras. Vir- 
ginia Gilmore." ays Mf 1 ^: 
■They were living at 444 
Central Park West, roughly 
blocks away .horn nit 
and had one son, so soe 
brought the Idd who was 
^boul two. in ibr a haircut 
That was in 194S and than 

bJlgottoknnwYuLlknew 

Kasafnend.Thenj^ 

he comes m and says he is 
t?oinE w make a film, trie 
Sand I. and he ** * 
different loolc V^atwili 

‘ hair. The front was 


e was delighted when 
he sawl himself. He looked 
better with his head shaved." 

Of course, in this man’s 
town scale, men take hair off, 
but mam) more want it put on. 

ds was one. "Burt 
did and dtinthave hair," says 
Mr Kay rauctantly. “He came 
to me. ore time — he was 
playing a a elective in a New 
York telewion show called 
The Hawky and he says to 
me, Tm losyig my hair, what 
do you suggest? How do you 
like this implant procedure?* I 
say, ‘It’s all (right, but there’s 



MOO. Pf »» ( he 

leachingpames.w .4*“* me 




SSrfT with a cutthroat 


no guarantee that its going to 
stay, and you could lose it, and 
if you lose it, then rt leaves 
your skin pitted.* 

“ ‘If I lose it,’ he says. ‘Ill get 
a rug.’That was 30 or 40 years 
ago. Burt Reynolds looks a 
sort of abrupt person, but he's 
not If you know how to talk to 
him you can take the shoes off 
his feet He comes to my 
apartment many times. He 
calls me and says, ‘I need a 
haircut — can you do it now?* 
and i say. ‘Sure,’ and he comes 
right an over. Heis a very easy 
m.j like Burt very much." 

Because so many stars were 
Mr Kajrs friends, it was 
natural that, he should enira 
the movie business himself. 
Mr Kay has been the hair 
stylist on more films than he 


can remember, including The 
French Connection; The God- 
father; Fort Apache, the Bronx 
and Die Hard. He shaved 
Bruce Willis'S hair for Die 
Hard but refuses to compare 
him with Yul Brynner. 

Mr Kay has also had other 
famous people and politicians, 
including Presidents Truman, 
Eisenhower and Kennedy visit 
his shop fra a quick trim. 

“Wonderful gentlemen," he 
says. “One day President Tru- 
man comes in and one of my 
customers says, ‘Mr President. 
I’m next and I would be 


‘One day 
Yul asks 
me for a 


different 


look. What 


will he 


look like 


shaved, he 


asks. Good, 


I say’ 


honoured if you would take 
my place.' But the President 
says, ‘Sir, I am not President 
in here, I am plain Harry S. 
Truman. Please, take jraur 
turn.' and he sits down and 
wails." 

The godfathers of the Mob 
were more forbidding but 
equally polite, says Mr Kay. 
One mobster was Prank Cos- 
tello, the Artichoke King. Mr 
Kay says: "No one could bring 
artichokes into New York 
without his OK. He paid you . 
in artichokes, ten cases here, 
five cases there. He brought 
some to my shop one time, and 
I say to him, ‘But I don’t sell 
artichokes.' He says. Take 
•em.' So T did. You didn’t upset 
these people." 

Another visitor is Lucky 


Luciano, who is a very big 
cheese in gangster curies at 
this time. One morning Mr 
Kay’s six barbers are called 
out on strike by their union, 
and Luciano happens by for a 
shave while the people are 
parading and picketing 
outside. 

Luciano enters and says, 
“Kay, what are they doing to 
you? Do you want them here?" 
Mr Kay replies. “Their union 
told them what to do and 
they’re doing it.” But Lucky 
says, “I did not ask that Do 
you want them here? Or shall 



brothers in the Jewish Mafia, 
and they give Mr Kay an 
invitation he does not like, bur 
he likes even less to refuse. 
“Let’S go for a little walk," they 
say, and because he can find 
no excuse, Mr Kay walks with 
them. 

Into the brothers’ super- 
market they go, and after 
approving of their cookies and 
crackers, Mr Kay is taken into 
a back office. There Mr Kay 
sees lots of baskets containing 
fruit and vegetables: apples, 
bananas, potatoes. “I ask 
them. ‘Aren’t you afraid of 
ratsT " says Mr Kay. 

“‘Not the sort you mean,' 
says one of the brothers, ‘take 
a look’." Mr Kay says, “I move 
some of the potatoes and the 
basket is full of $100 bills. 


They are all full of money. I 
work it out later, I have just 
seen at least $35 million. 


nother mobster Mr 


READER OFFER THE >4! 


Cost fan tutte: 
2 tickets for 
the price of 1 


we put them in cement boxes 
in the East River?" 

At this the manageress 
faints, and Mr Kay pleads. 
"No! I don’t want them in 
cement braces. I know them. I 
know their children and their 
wives. I was the president of 
the union myself until a couple 
of months ago." 

So the barbers live to cut 
another day, but a little later 
the .strike ends and Mr Kay is 
never sure how much Influ- 
ence Luciano has on this 
situation. 

Another day. Mr Kay is 
strolling down Broadway 
minding his own business 
when suddenly he gets a pat 
on foe back. “Mr Kay. nice to 
see you," say these citizens he 
recognises. They are two 


shop one day. At this time Joe 
has the longest Cadillac in the 
United States, and the r e fore 


the world and he invite Mr 


Kay int r . Ihe car. Well, this 
makes Mr Kay very nervous 
indeed because Joe has a bad 


reputation for dirty work. 

And then Mr Kay makes a 
big mistake. The car is so long 
that it has a cocktail bar and a 
little sink in the back with taps 
for running water. "I say, ’Joe. 
your hands get dirty so often, 
you have a sink in your car to 
wash them?*" says Mr Kay. 
He means it as a joke, of 
course, but Joe does not lake it 
this way. 

His eyes go hard. “Kay," 
says Joe, “I love you too much. 
Otherwise that remark would 
put you in a cement box 
tonighL" And years later, sit- 
ting in his apartment high 
above New York, the Broad- 
way Barber shakes his head at 
the memory of all he has seen 
from his shop. 

“The aristocracy of America 
was around here." he says. 
“Unbelievable." 



R eaders of The Times have an opportunity to 
see baritone Thomas Allen performing in 
Mozart's popular opera Cost fan tutte at the 
Shaftesbury Theatre, London, for half the normal 
cost Buy one ticket for selected seats at any price 
from £33 and you receive another ticket of 
equivalent value FREE. 

Thomas Allen sings Don Alfonso in Jonathan 
Miller’s acclaimed modem production of Mozart’s 
bittersweet comedy of love, sex and betrayal. 

The offer is for performances between March 
19-25, commencing at 7pm. Thomas Allen sings 
Don Alfonso on March 19, 21 and 24, Natale de 
Carolis on 20, 23 and 25. Colin Davis conducts all 
performances except March 25 when the 
conductor is David Syrus. 

To book, call The Royal Opera box office, 
0171-304 4000 and quote n *n 

The Times Reader Offer. ggH®? 

This offer is strictly wiMr 

subject to availability. The Royal Opera 
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SHOPAROUND 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL: 0171 680 6S60 
FAX’ 0171481 9313 


ANTIQUE DESKS 

Large Stocks of oW desks, Oak, Mahogany, 
Walnai, Victoria, Edwardian, Rolltop, Cylinder, 
Partner’s, tAckens and Pedestal ttedcs. 

Rpe dcfivciy within *namlanc! UK- 

DON SPENCER ANTIQUES 
r WARWICK 
$1926)4»S$7>(UA2$) mm 
MuUteOSM 527755 

wwwjmtiqtK^kaksdauik 

OLD DESKS PURCHASED 

36A, Market Place, Warwick- (Beneath Yhrfat* Antique Centre) 
- wmrjmtlqwhtteakuojih 




Hand tailored Plus TVros and 

Itousera for Geuflemen 

Freer £39.95 

n»i* 1 mi*iiiiiil*in 
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cm 

0113 248 8160 
far your FREE 
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Dept TT. 30 Yak Hoad, Leak IS98BH 



FINE SILK LINGERIE 
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rap of 

. MGHTWEMt. 

THBtMAtS A 
UfOSWEARln 
Mb. pin rfk tray. 
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ANTIQUE STYLE DINING 


20,000 of these Brand New 
Full}' Guaranteed Shirts 
were over-ordered 

IVe stepped in & bought 
them for a song' 

The Enormous Savings 
arc passed oa to YOU 

but burry, once sold vve 
cannot see how on earth 
this offer can ever be 
repeated again. 



Tattersal Check 
Gentlemen's SHIRTS 

• SO COSY & SO WARM 
• 100% BRUSHED COTTON 
• GENEROUSLY CUT with 
FULL LENGTH BACK 
• SMART & CASUAL 
. . perfect with or | 

, without a tie 
^Agfats. 

? $***>■■ SZy**+ ***»« ; r : • +5 

4 •£!;£ v -ih :■ S 
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BUY .3 OR MORE & WE’LL 
SEND THEM TO YOUR HOME 
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Solid Mahogany Georgian Replica Dining Table 
Seats 6 to 8 WAS £2769 NOW £2215 

Seats 8 to 10 WAS £3209 NOW £2565 

Seats 12 to 14 WAS £4255 NOW £3399 




Chilli 'IVf' ivT 
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COLLECTION 
Tbtdidonal ttyk and 

nat u r a l t wnH lh 

Classic LootN Com and Shoottno 
Jackets nn5»*£19S. AuoBuscKn, 
Uaxn, Sacra, flXn akd Bjcs in 

HUNIWO QtiUH ISSD NaVT BLUE. 

Tel 017683 53318 

E« 017683 53811 an wuxb K*.tou* 
maMR noesuu 


mU Born far Lodcn MB 

ThcWbteBoac AppHbyinHbaBGriwiI 

anAriaCAU&XF 



fo! cushions & mattresses 
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Unit TWo, WVtber Lane Industrialfcstate. ^ 
Wyther Lane, Kirkstall, Leeds LSS 3BTTJ 


Solid Mahogany Wctorian Replica Dining Table 
Seats 6 to 8 WAS £2999 NOW £2399 

Seats 8 to 10 WAS £3759 NOW £3029 " 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
FREE UK DELIVERY 
ALL OFFERS MUST END 31 MARCH 98 


BRITISH ANTIQUE REPLICAS 

32 SCHOOL CLOSE, QUEEN ELIZABETH AVIL, 

BURGESS HILL, (BEiwm>G£rwKX& bxxsrw) 

WEST SUSSEX BH1S9BX Jion-Sdt 9 urn — 530pnL 

* Tet 01444 
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AT FACTORY PRICES IN MAmOCANY, 
YEW A OAK 

CORNER CAMBISTS 
7 dttbtwt cabinets fa 2 
ibci from £225 

BOOKCA2SS Breat-frwfl and 
StntJ^-frait from S' - 9 wide and 
ff-TfafeiL 


& CHAIRS 

7* MibofaciT table wMi 2 Cum and 4 Chain from «MS. 
Ow 40 varMte of taUas to suit bones ofaQ sbes. Over 30 
fdedBMOfcbik'ia tfadjtfcaud detkm. 
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HAND-MUEOaK 

Acowpl^ mgr ol 

m&kadmfoumk 
Oak A Ai Draws. 
Rcfasonr’Db, Gate- 
Laft8Mk4ChaiR. 



'IfflSBp TVftHHTCAKNETO 
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/■ - W* fl price* fan £155 

•ilfeJ DESKS 

Nl From J’t 20" toff * 4 1 . 
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Wert (rfEntfand Reproduction Furniture 
8 Baidal Court, Hounddona Buskwu Rode, Vkovil, Somanal. B/0 8RU 
10:01935706331 • FAX: 01935 43228 

Abo ot> VWymoulk 01305 7707\ * Wbn^: 01ft 492378 
Nerthampion: 01604 20789. 
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“Your Arteries Can 
Clean Themselves” 

by Alcaii Amziev 

It has been mn&cailf proven arteries free from faL Also, 
by nnmerons studies that contrary to what has been 
yon can reduce, tbrondi the recommeoded for yean, is 
roods yon the fat depas- batter eaten in reasonable 

its in y r blood. And, ss a quantities actuaDy better 
result, reduce your risk of for your anereis than mar- 
coronaiy heart Asease. garine? Aleris Amriev’s fas- 


SAVE £20 ON THIS 
POWERFUL CERAMIC 
SAFETY HEATER 





In a recent book Alexis dnating book allows you to 
Amziev explains how a nat- eat enjoyable while at tbe 
ural diet can significantly same rime mainrafn the 
improve arterial, problems, health of you: arteries. 

He questions the traditional Your Arteries Cm Cbm 
‘anti -cholesterol’ diets and Themsebes - £935 post 
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ImnArantYk ‘ an D -cholesterol’ diets and Themsebes - £935 port 

impotence H^ijhnusbS^^. ^ to ^ 

A new book The Potent Mm 20 Minute Miracle Method A C, IL-L A 4i nA lrc 

(tootains the latest informa- , For Men ’ by Dr Richard AllXiety & tRUIC AuHCKS 

“ZZS’Zi'r SEIurian. pria simpk tech- bring prompt md lasting relief 

— what can go wrong, the nique was devised by Dr anW , __ _ j ifLifi, . jTl ra | ; mnAJM r tf ,h. r 

causes and hnw it *" e ™ caaw uidod^arveraJ nnjwtmrtber- 


causes and how it can best 
be treated. The book gives 
yon specific facts an brand 


Silurian who has successful- 
ly-worked with impotence 
sufferers for many years. 


symptoms such at dizziness or apiestbat have been overlooked. 
feeSag fafatt. rapid heartbeat, You'D learn all about there new 
freBogsoTimraait^fraronoa- tre ata ie ntt and find oat how and 



Exceptionally economical, yet incrcdiblpoweiAiI 
oar superb, ceramic safety heater is desigtd to keep 
you, and your home warm. The compact rit assures 
impressive heat output and value for mony running 
costs and has all these feamtes: 

• lightweight and portable - amply p^imo any 
cotnroient socket 

Thennostatkafly ooanoBed 1^ kdow^ {& pown 
will heat an average sized room in .'matter of 

n li tani e s, maintaining youf ifaii^ tenKXatme 8$ 

1 mm off Wrtr^reiMT ■■■■■■ 


new treatments available - Get aD thelacts. Order your k*c«jatn*pbotita,fewor dytag, wby they work. You'D dSsowcr 
trom new drags and medical copy of The Potent Mm- shortness of breath, aweariag, what yoo can do to stop paiuc 


treatments to the effects £935 post pod (coupon 
of traditional and natural behm). 


The Vinegar Book 

You will be amazed at tbe • Fade headaches away 
xnaltitnde of uses for vine- * Use ax a disinfectant 
gar. This common bong- —some hospitals do 
noM product is packed ‘Repair wood scratches 

with goodness. an and makes an excellent 

In a new book. The Vinegar gg furniture polish 
Book" the author discusses 99 • Remove carpet stains 
aver 300 different uses of Absorbs odours 

ap^adervinegarfram boose- • Dissolvedewing gam 

hold chores to traditional Oean brass, copper 

remedies... in panic- mhA and pe w ter 
ular vinegar’s effect t* iffitrilH ^ • Soothe aching 

in helping to: Str »^o> j^mfeet 

• Kill infection Fade age spots 

• Calm nausea Cool snnbuni 

■ Soothe cooghs ^ -Treat bums 

• Shine car chrome * Remove ink stains 

•Stop hiccups 

■ Ease the pain of sore throats 

■ Hdp prevent food poisoning 

■ Remove cores ami call uses 
•Use in tbe laundry - 

brightens colours... 
whitens whites... fades 
perspiration stains 



snoruKSS « weatk, sweaung, wbat you can do to stop panic 
na nreoru or upset stomach, joe attacks and anxiety, the Wc 
seed to get a copy of (he new causeoftheproWemarKl winttto 
bot^TbePimicAtba£,Anxirzy avoid stall costo. 
APhtAiaSobdetu Handbook. Many people are potting up 

Tire book cootaim the latest with troublesome panic attacks, 
information on panic and anxiety general anxiety and phobias 
diserdets- what causes problems, because they are unaware of new 
bow best to treat tire problem, and crearmenttmdthcwckopiendief 
howto protect ycrasdfftomtixHi- thar is now available. 

Meaome panic and anx i ety (Eatress. Get all Ike fads far ThtPunk 
The book gives you specific Attack Anxiety APkobeSeht- 
facts oo foe latest naniral.alteroa- Horn Handbook - BJ5 put 
tive and medcal remedies tbatcaa paid (coaptw below). 


Gardening lips 


A new book reveals over 1^)00 them— Buried canoed beer 
gardening tips, based on (be traps dugs... One penmia in 
fal symptoms, how to bestneat I wpatoceofprofcsskMBti and each bed of omom keeps tfaeni 


age spots diem, and bow to protect your- anuu^gwdarectfamu^ happy... Oafloro ly mtfae 

unbwrT self from Sciatica problems. Britain. Here are a few bps evemngSomatoetbanlast...A 

Including facts on the latest this Complete Handbook goon of .rice helps caraatkai 
natural, alteniative and med- of Gardening Tips: cuttings root.. Onions and 

j 8 ical treatments available for Tea bags make great seed carrots planted together bdp 

S relief. starters... Marrow seeds are eaci other how. There’s more. 

Yco'U cven discover a ample the most effective bah in much more *-1,376 tips in alL 

“VS" w frf mousetraps... Bmy banana OnkrtbfacotnjrohcxBtw guide 

wJI<hl * ririnsin^ovidearmigeofore- now and watch yow plants, 

JOOK. “C P«nng op w nutrkata ... Spank your flovrera. vegetables and garden 


• Banish dandruff 

• Counterttros, Boors, win- 
dows and fixtures wifi thine 

• And many, macy more. 
Get oil the facts. OrderThe 


• Soperb oaiqiVrmait Co oristfog hextig systems, 
takri^ die cbaB oat of bedrooms or hnsth^g ik 
beat fat offices or studies. 

® Frost wstdi setting awtefiikaBy switoc oti heater 
when tarygatore faPs bekiw 4t . hUlrW#- fiw 


9 Exr q rtkm aBy safe - no dearie cofls, jw qxdal 


KZflqilCr'xff'xS"). 

^S™SSUPERB HEATERNOW 
p O R OUR NEW LOW PRICE (HJU5T 

£29.95^&p, AND SAVE £20. 

MAI® TBDEMOST OF OUR SPldAL 
0F ™ 1 AND BUY TW) FOR 

£54^0+p% YOUUL SAVE AN E3BBA £5 


^aumejuas.unterr/te trees to stimalate growth... grow stronger and better than 

Vridr* BOOk r.Tr ^ 9 f 5 *** know about new preventk® D«crgP« a»i &u slaughter ever before. Get aH the facts. 
paid (coupon below) and reOef roeasnim^jne weeds— Spraying plants with Order The Complete Bmd- 


rgngeofuse- now and watch your pbuas, 
Sprok your flowers, vegetables and garden 



now available. 


garlic tea repels pests... Old book of Gardening Tips - 


u The Com p l e te Prostate alleviate 
Handbook - a self bdp prostate 


ptomsfosomc To: Canid] Ltd, Dept XB3 Ahesford, CoJcheste*-, EssaCOT SAP 

ereis. YOU Will , nrI rfc-rf . n .M - nm- rr hn ... . ...Ir r- ttnrnnlMTItefirilMafmAtnn-IViWrnrt 
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a^wbooktiial contamst fae OTri^mnbyyourowndoc- , r □ WAiWft. n J^2SSfaot I 

oo the Prostate. It describes cancer in die very early \ BmeCmu “tS-jaKSBSL. QAaiWiiAJWfcAtorfa artaMutifa 1 

how it fenctraa, Wha can SfagK whrie it rs still easily | □7Ulm??watowkfctonttteaFKEEoo|9d^Dreni>ort--YYtateW.«^ I 

go wrong, bow It can be treatable. Yoo wrll also read I lini . nxwnhnm«*nr 1 

treated, and bow to protect about research carried out by F D SSs^S NmxMHUtm* , 

yoorsdf from prostate prolv dtwonontheefifwofcer- I □ONEbeokfer n THREE books far Addna* I* 

lems. The author gives you Cam vrtamins, mnnems and 1 {995 postpaid £.3 95 postpaid — ■ — 1 ' 


lems. Tbe author gives you Cain vitamins, mnriei 
specific facts on tbe brand herbs on die prostate. 
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new treatments available foe “The Complete Promote | «*far«rekwMBtartbooiL 
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new drags and nodical treat- guide for men with Prostate ! ; 
nnats to natural temedEes. Problems” -£935 post paid \ 

You will also read about a (coupon below) ^ 
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& dunblng. white. 
w«er Wtlng and canoeing, 
onagtj&nd gounnetcookmg. 

" locat ions along the 
Welsh (border with Acorn Ae- 
jvraH Of Hereford (01432 
83008: |. Price, full-board 

^?IS Ed ^ kt weekend) 
to £17! '(bridge in Ludlow). 

Betlei swimming. A course 
for the se who can swim up to 
20 me res, are confident in the 
water but want to improve. 
Lectui s and pool sessions at 
the Ei Tiley Concourse. Chich- 
ester. West Sussex (01243 
67039! ). From £142 residen- 
tial. £' 8 nan-residential. 

Wlnte - skids and mountain 
navigation. Short, intensive 
course! for hiUwalkers, teach- 
ing winter skills. At the 
Snowglose Mountain Centre, 
Corpaa. Fort William. Scot- 
land (01197 772467). Price from 
£70- £90 for two days. 
Scottishlcoantry dancing. At 
BelsteadUHAuse, Ipswich, Suf- 
r folk (014B 686321). From £75. 
Walk tifcl Ridgeway path; 
French cdfVersation; History 
of Opera! the French Ba- 
roque; Landscape and gar- 
den hisfery. At Missenden 
Abbey. Jreat Missenden. 
Bucks (0 194 890295). From 
£159 resi ential. £6920 non- 
resjdentu . • 

Sing Jan A soda! history of 
Britain's railways. I825-19M; 
Making lolls' home dolls. 
All at th( Old Rectory, Fittle- 
worth, Vest Sussex (01798 
S65306). I om El 14 residential 
Bladksm hing; Craft hand- 
tools S ort stories Glass 
eng ravin ■ life drawing. At 
the West >ean College, Chich- 
ester, U st Sussex (01243 
811031). F ice £150 residential 
£97 non-i sidential 
Yoga; A pianist's journey 
through ic 19th century. At 
the Alstc Hall Residential 
College, restcm, Lancashire 
(01772 7S- 61). Price E75 with 
tuition. 

Tuition L Greek or Russian. 
At the B sshouse Language 
Centre. - Sheepcote Street, 
Birmingl m (0121-643 0114). 



Swot op on slavery and 
delve into the history of 
West Country ports at 
DflUngton House, Somerset 

Price from £107 residential, 
£65 non-residentiaL 
Railways of Wales; Jane Aus- 
ten at Bath; Improve your 
drawing; Practical photogra- 
phy- All at the Hill Residential 
Centre, Abergavenny. Wales 
(01495 333777). From E88-E98 
per course, inclusive. 

The birds in your garden; 
Bridge for improvers Ships, 
sand and sea; Italian opera. 
A varied selection this week- 
end at Knuston Hall Residen- 
tial College, Irchester, Nor- 
thants (01933 312104). Price 
from £89 per course, inclusive. 
Classic car weekends. At the 
Lygon Arms, Broadway, 
Worcester (01386 852255 ). 

Chauffeur-driven excursions 
through the CotswoWs in clas- 
sic cars, visiting museums and 
gardens. From £780 for two 
nights’ half-board based on 
two people sharing. 

Mahler Symphonies Nos 1-4; 
Human origins; The artisTs 
vision; The outer and inner 
eye. At the University of 
Cambridge, Madingley Hall 
(01954 210636). Price £120 per 
course, inclusive. - 
The Revolutions of 1848. A 
day school to reassess events - 
150 years ago in France, 


Germany and Italy. At die 
University of Oxford, Rewiey 
House (01865 270308). Price 
E3033 with hush. 


Dowsing for beginners. With 
the British Society of Dowsers 
(01233 7502530). At the 

Hawkwood College. Stroud. 
Gloucester. Price £146 residen- 
tial £70 nan-residential 
Book-keeping; Introduction 
to the Internet; Calligraphy 
for beginners P ainting — a 

beguiling medium. At the Old 
Rectory. Httleworth, Pul- 
borough, West Sussex (01798 
S65306). From £114 residential 
£90 non-res id ential. 

Touch wood, the survival 
story of old superstitions; Hie 
history of parks and gardens; 
Dowsing; A voice workshop. 
At Knuston Hall. Irchester 
(01933 312104). Price £120 per 
course, inclusive. 

Health and fitness. At the 
Priory Hotel. Western Road, 
Bath (01225 331922). close to 
the centre of Roman and 
Georgian Bath, with spa. 
steam room, fully equipped 
gym, indoor pooL Price t-7 ?. n 
for the weekend, inducting 
dinner, B&B, use of facilities. 
Fresh ah’ and fine houses. A 
local history weekend in Essex 
and Suffolk, with peter Law- 
rence, at the Held Study 
Centre, FI afford Mill, East 
Bergholt, Essex (01206 
298283). price £105 residential. 
£82 non-residential. 

Garden appreciation: Medi- 
eval art and architecture 
Spring into art; Lace. At the 
HiH Residential College, Aber- 
gavenny (01495 333777). Price 
from £88- £98 inclusive. 

Look out for mammals. Bad- 
gers, otters, dormice and other 
small mammals are the sub- 
ject of this course run by the 
Mammal Society at the 
Oriehon Field Centre. Pem- 
broke (01646 661225). From 
£50. 

Competitive chess; Interna- 
tional folk dance from 
France, Germany, Sweden, 
Russia and Israel; Mounting 


Comedy on the airwaves make a goon of yourself by learning to write scripts for radio at the University of Cambridge on March 27-29 


and framing pktores. A selec- 
tion of the activities available 
this weekend at the Eamley 
Concourse, Chichester, West 
Sussex (01243 670392) Prices 
from £142 residential, £98 non- 
residential 






Massage for relaxation; Bed- 
fordshire lace; Both this 
weekend at the Urchfont Man- 
or College, Devizes. Wiltshire 
(01380 840495). Prices from 
E99-E104. 

The cottage garden; Slavery, 


seamen and smugglers, the 
trade of the West Country 
ports. 1600-ISSQ; Music in 
Vienna, 1890-1945; Giants, 
dragons and pigsies, West 
Conntry legends and folk- 
lore; A Greek experience. A 
selection of the weekend or 
one-day courses at Dillington 
House, Dminster. Somerset 
(01460 55366). Residential 
prices from £110. Daily rates 
from £24. 

Italian weekend; Spanish 
weekend. At the Brasshouse 
Language Centre, Sheepcote 
Street, Birmingham (0121-643 


0114). Price £89 per course. 
Refinishing antique furni- 
ture: The three ages of opera; 
Drawing and painting land- 
scapes ; Botanical illustra- 
tion. A selection of the courses 
at the West Dean College. 
Chichester. West Sussex 
(01243 811301). Prices from 
£150, inclusive. 

Laugh and be writ Dr John- 
son got it wrong; Quilting; 
Silk-screen printing. All this 
weekend at the Hill Residen- 
tial Centre, Abergavenny. 
South Wales (01495 333777). 
Prices from £8898 inclusive. 


The demon drink, a social 
history of (he English pub; 
The History of portraiture; A 
little animal magic. Some 
varied courses this weekend at 
Knuston Hall Residential 
College. Irchester. Lines 
(01933 312104). Price £89 per 
course. 

A recorder weekend; Wood- 
turning. Both at the Horn- 
castle College, Homcastle. 
Lines (01507 522449). From 
£87. 

Dance for fitness and fine 
Repairing and restoring chi- 
na; Chinese seafood cookery; 


Bridge for improvers. All thiv 
weekend at the Eamley Con- 
course. Chichester. West Sus- 
sex (01243 670392). Price from 
£142 residential. £98 non- 
residential. 

Writing for radio, writing 
dialogue, writing full stop: 
Reading post-colonial writ- 
ing; Greeks and Romans 
around the Bay of Naples. All 
this weekend at the University 
of Cambridge, Madingley 
Hall (01954210636). Price £12U 
per course, inclusive. 

Robin Neillands 
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DELUXE MODEL- over 25% 
wider for extra comfort 

Relax & help ease back pain In your 
home, office or car. Air cushion helps 
erid painful pressure on tailbdne, back and 
thighs. Pain relieving lumbar support is designed 
to support your lower back. Soft, elegant “velour*. 
Lightweight and super sturdy. TRY A T HOME FOR 28 DAYS. If you do not 
"find your AIR CUSHION helps your back pain, then return fcr a fuff noiuaMe refund. 
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Traditional style, value and great ideas 


THE WORLD’S MOST POWERFUL 
MINI ZOOM BINOCULARS 

NOW WITH 14-50X MAGNIFICATION 

for a very special £129.95 

(RRP £189.95) 

'T’heae new Explorer 14-50 x 27 

A Sima 


Super Mini Zoom Binoculars from 
Smxxnar are a major breakthrough 
in optical technology. Computer 
designed, they are capable of a 
staggering 14-50 times magnification 
• power normally found in binoculars 
five tunes their size and weight They 
feature 27 mm objective lenses, and an 
easy to operate variable zoom lever enabling 
you to home in on any point from 14 to an 
amazing 50 times magnifHatkm. At approximately 
10 cm x 11 cm (4 inches x 41/2 inches) and 
weighing only 322 grammes ( 1 1 ozs), you can take 
them with you anywhere. They are superb for sporting 
events, wildlife spotting or sightseeing etc. Wherever you 
are, these unbelievably powerful binoculars will bring even the 
most distant objects extremely dose. And, because the binoculars are 
capable of such incredible high magnification, they even come complete 
with a tripod adapter enabling quick attachment to any standard tripod if 
desired. The binoculars are strong and durable, and come 
complete with case, wrist strap, polishing cloth and a 10 
year guarantee. Not available in the simps, this brand new 
model is available at the special price of just £129.95 
mdudrng postage and packing, saving a massive £60.00 
off the- recommended retail [rice of £189.95. At this very 
special price, everyone should tuck away a pair! 

Order by Post 

Fill in the coupon quoting your MaswrC&nl/Visa account 
number or send together with cheque (address on back please) 
or crossed Postal Order NOT CASH to; 

Coopers of Stortford (Ref. 9045}, Admail 100, 

Bishop’s Stortford, CM23 2FD. 

Or Telephone 

Call 01279 438150 for MasterCard/Visa Credit Card orders, 
24 hour, 7 day service. Please quote reference 9045 when 
ordering. For enquiries telephone 01279 635348 Monday to 
Friday between 9 ajn. and 5 p.m. 

Allow up to 28 days for delivery from receipt of order. We 
deliver to address in the UK. (including Northern Ireland). If 
you arc not satisfied with your purchase return the goods to us. 
unused and in the original packaging, within 28 days for a 
refund or exchange. 
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Confessions of a monk 


A film based on 
Ampleforth shows 
the struggle of 
vocation versus 
temptation 


C ardinal Basil Hume, 
Archbishop of West- 
minster. will be in- 
trigued by an invita- 
tion in early summer to a film 
premiere in the West End. 
Whether he will attend is upen 

ui question but given rime and 
the ehuncc of a private view- 
ing. he would almost certainly 
draw the curtains and settle 
down with some popcorn. 

The film is low budget, 
British and destined for gen- 
eral release. It is also the talk 
nf Ampleforth. the private 
Catholic school in Yorkshire 
where Cardinal Hume was a 
housemaster in the 1950s be- 
fore bccuming Abbot in 1963. 

Atonic Dawson is loosely 
hosed on the novel by die 
Catholic author Piers Paul 
Read, who wrote it after an 
education at Ampleforth, dur- 
ing the rime when Cardinal 
Hume was a housemaster 
there. Much of it consists of an 
unflattering portrayal of life in 
a fictional Catholic boarding 
school called Kirfcham in 
Yorkshire, showing the beat- 
ings. bullying and early homo- 
sexual passion which influ- 
ence the character of the 
fictional pupil. 

The pupil, Dawson (played 
by John Michic), eventually 
becomes a monk and then a 
priest in Chelsea, west 
London. Things start to go 
wrong after he is seduced by a 
glamorous Sloane Ranger, 
Jenny Stanten. who is played 
by Paula Hamilton, die for- 
mer model from the Volks- 
wagen advertisements. 

Soon afterwards she leaves 
Dawson for his best friend. He 
has fallen in love and his 
tragedy unfolds as his life and 
ministry collapse amid the 
vulgar surroundings of the 
Chelsea fast-set Eventually. 


gejg^j&ggflSBEB 



Lead me not into temptation: Dawson (John Micfaie) is seduced by Sloane Ranger Jenny Stanten (Paula Hamilton) in a scene from Monk Dawson 


Dawson becomes a Trappist 
monk and the film doses with 
a picture of the illegitimate son 
he does not know exists. 

Though filmed in Dorset, 
the producer and director Tom 
Waller, who is just 23 and 
went to Ampleforth himself, 
insists that the setting is 
Yorkshire. They wouldn’t Jet 
us film at Ampleforth because, 
understandably, they didn’t 
want to be associated with a 
work of fiction about the 
school," he says. "Piers Paul 
Read's book was banned at the 
school. So it became one of 
those things l wanted to read. 

T don't think the film puts 
Ampleforth in a bad light It is 
a morality tale. Celibacy is 
hard for any nun, although 
the film is more than that it is 
a moral tale drawn from real 

experience. 

"It shows that toe Catholic 
church and its rules are diffi- 
cult Some men stray. Monk 
Dawson tries to lash out at the 
church for being so conserva- 
tive and unforgiving. These 


kinds of thoughts 'must go 
through the minds of many 
priests." 

Father Justin Price, who 
promotes vocations at Ample- 
forth. denies that Read’s book 
was ever banned at toe school, 
although he concedes that the 
boys were not actively oicour- 
aged to read it. 

T he monastery is thriv- 
ing. says Father Jus- 
tin. with a regular 
intake into the novi- 
tiate. The book is not a 
portrayal of Ampleforth, it is a 
morality tale and as such is 
very good. It is certainly not a 
portrayal of Ampleforth as it is 
today. The past 30 years have 
seen a lot of changes," be says. 

"1 think Monk Dawson 
shows the search for love 
which talas a man through 
the monastic life into knowing 
himself better, finding his 
weaknesses and back to God." 

Read, whose latest novel, 
Knights of the Cross, about 
sex and Catholicism, was pub- 



Conflict in the classroom: The film is a morality tale" 


tidied in paperback last Mon- 
day. is a committed Catholic. 

He is a lay reader at Our 
Lady of Victories in Kensing- 
ton. West London, a governor 
erf More House school, he is on 
the board of the charity Aid to 


toe Church in Need and is also 
a trustee of the Catholic 
library. 

He did not consider entering 
a monastic life because he 
wanted to marry and to have 
children. But he emphasises 


the importance of religion in 
education. - 

"The issues Monk Dawson 
explores are still very much 
alive. They concern the value 
ofprayer, whether it makes a 
difference. I am in favour of 
the contemplative life. God 
can do more than we can. 
Catholic belief is that we can. 
pray to God directly to influ- 
ence events," he says. 

"The contemplative monk or 
nun prays an. behalf of the 
wider community, not just for 
themselves. 

"I hope the film will make 
people wonder about material- 
ism, even when it is benevo- 
lent materialism like housing 
toe homeless.” 

Hamilton, also a practising 
Catholic, is delighted by toe 
film and its message. "I bdieve 
religious education is incredi- 
bly important as a commun- 
ity-based activity," she says. 
"It should be delivered with a 
light hand and a fair heart" 

RUTH GLEDHILL 


W hatever we want to make of 
the Millennium Dome, 
wounded as it is by its 
inflated budget and its muddled 
presentation, the controversies 
around it are dramatising some the 
big issues our society faces as we try 
to mark time on a grand scale. 

Take the "zone” (now there’s a 
word from toe material realm) called 
Spirit Level, which is aiming to 
explore the spiritual, emotional and 
moral dimensions of human life. 
What experiences should we expect it 
to dramatise and reflect for us, if we 
pay our £15 for the privilege!? 

The problem starts with the “S" 
word itself, chosen no doubt pre- 
cisely because of its ambiguity. The 
planners seem to he searching for an 
elusive common currency or univer- 
sal vocabulary that will indude all 
and offend none. 

When the word "spirit" is cut loose 
from a particular tradition, it gives 
up a liveliness and passion and turns 
it into a kind of linguistic Lycra, 
stretching to accommodate any 


Millennium Dome reflects 
our ‘spiritual wasteland’ 


shape or form. It becomes toe 
property of a New Age-style 
Gnosticism , posing as "toe 
Holistic Option". 

It appears that Dome the- 
ology is going to follow the 
lead given by those such as 
John Hick and Matthew Fox 
into a humanistic cul-de-sac 
where all we ever do is talk ___ 
among ourselves about that 
which we cannot really talk about I 
fear toe language of faith will 
become a kind of spiritual Esperanto 
which, by trying too hard to belong 
to everyone, ends up belonging to no 
one. This is one of toe classic 
mistakes of modem libera] theology: 
it does not express toe view of most 



DOUG 

GAY 



Christians in Britain, and it is 
unlikely to be welcomed fay Jews or 
Muslims. 

On an architectural level, the 
Dome is promising us a garden 
which “draws inspiration from the 
sheltered calm of a Christian monas- 
tic doister, toe austerity of Japanese 


Zen gardens and the formal 
exuberance of . Muslim 
gardens". 

Here is the seduction of a 
press release which promises 
ns that we have all been 
recognised, that something 
has been borrowed from ns 
all to be combined in a 

greater whole. Apart from 

sounding horribly like Songs 
of Praise, if it is read from a Judaeo- 
Christian tradition, the choice of a 
garden appears to hold out the 
promise of an innocent and neutral 
religious space. 

True, the Christian Bible begins 
with a garden and ends with a city. 
In between, innocence is lost and the 


garden is ruined. The name of toe 
garden changes from Eden to Geth- 
semane. I suspect that the Dome 
planners have little mtoitian of 
offering us a Gethsemane experience 
anyway. After all, toe sponsors 
might not like it 

It is because I believe in toe Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life, 
that I hope we get something more 
than, w£ art; Ijpngc^cfed at present 

WiQ riot this Spirit, who anoints 
the church to bring good news to toe 
poor, call us to make signs of justice? 
Can this Spirit who helps us see 
visions and dream dreams give us ant 
inspirational urban vision of New 
Jerusalem rather than a designer 
pastiche of Eden? • 

A garden is no substitute for a 
cross and "Spirit" is no substitute for 
the Holy Spirit Of course, ■ let 
different voices and faith traditions 
be heard and experienced within the 
Zone, but let us not forget that a 
"spirit level" is concerned with truth. 
•Doug Gay is Minister of Clapton Park 
United Reformed Church. East London. 



A welcome on 
the hillside 

Ruth Gledhill visits a 
Welsh centre for the 



study of theology 


GAZING DOWN at us 
from beneath his magnifi- 
cent eyebrows, toe Arch- 
bishop of Wales, the Most 
Rev AJwyn Rice Jones, 
talked to us of God. 

Theology, he said, dting 
Ecdesiastkus, amid be 
described as "the activity of 
a scribe". It is toe know- 
ledge which could only 
come £r£m God. he said. 
“Sometimes tins holy foam- 
ing was called wisdom, and 
it was through wisdom that 
God brought the world or 
created order into being.” 

He toot broke off into 
Welsh which, according to 
the rabbi sitting near me. 
Dr Dan Cohn-Sherbok. a 
university p ro fessor, bears 
a remarkable resemblance 
to Hebrew. 

Rabbi Cohn-Sherbok. 
who has yet to discover 
another Jewish person in 
Lampeter and has marked 
Ms recent arrival in the 
province by placing the 
Welsh flag in his front 
garden, was not at all put 
out to be .at a Christian 
service. He read the first 
Bible lesson at our service, 
where we were celebrating 
toe opening of a centre for 
the study of tocology and 
religious studies. 

Tne service took place in 
toe university chapel, 
decked out in the red and 
green of the Welsh flag. 

Lampeter is the oldest 
university in England and 
Wales after Oxford and 
Cambridge, but its depart- 
ment of theology, religious 
and Islamic studies has just 
moved into toe country’s 
newest university building, 
built for £750,000 and ha& 
funded by Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed al-Nahayan. 
Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi 

While we sang Christian 
hymns and prayed in the 
chapel Muslims said Fri- 
day prayers in the Islamic 
prayer room, and Bud- 
dhists attended a seminar 
by Professor Sulak Siva- 
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AJwyn Rice Jones 
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SERMON: Boautifufy 
theological ★★★*★ 
MUSIC: Welsh choir led us in 
resonant hymns. *★■*"*■ 
LITURGY: Readings, prjyers 
and hymns, •k'k'k 
SPIRITUAL HIGH: A variety 
of reflgious 

experience ★★★* 
after-service care: 

Delicious feast of haia and 
kosher food. ★★★*★ 


raksa from Bangkok. Earl- 
ier. Dr Kirti Rawat director 
of the reincarnation re- 
search foundation in India, 
lectured on developments in 
reincarnation, and Profes- 
sor Edmund .Bosworth 
spoke on Sufism. 

OUR HYMNS, sung to 
traditional Otitic hymn 
tunes and with hrnnonies 
provided by toe Wtish con- 
gregants, included Hie God 
cf Abraham Prase based 
on the Hebrew Yigdal, 
which is itself usd as an 
opening hymn for Sabbath 
services in synagogues. 

So when Axchbiswp Rice 
Jones came to rourd off this 
multi-faith fest vith his 
sermon, we gave flanks for 
his blessed sfrnpkity — 
even if half of h was in 
Welsh. “We can unterstant) 
theology as a neans of 
grasping the truthrevealed 
to us about God,' he said. 
All theologjpal qscussaon 
was important, fccause it 
had consequence, for the 
religious life of htmans, 

• Sheikh Khalifa bidding. 
University of Waits, nmpetsr. 
Ceredigion SA4B TEL 
(0157042*01). 
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Archbishop of Wales, toe Most Rev Alwyn Rice Jmes 
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Church services for tomorrow 


Second Sunday of Lent 
BANGOR CATHEDRAL; 8 HQ 9.45 
Cymun Bendigald: II Ch L&Eucfa. Darke in 
F; 3.15 Ch E, Statbam in E; 5 Gosber. 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL: 10 HQ 11 S 
Eucfa:3J0Ch E,A:Teadut»eOLonJ(Byrd). 
BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL; 9 MP: 

9.15 HQ 11 Ch Euch. Harwood in A fiat; 4 
Ch E, WalmisJey in D minor, Father P Daly. 
BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL; 8 HQ 9J5 
Ch M, Canon Hind ley: IOJO Euch. Ireland 
in Q A; Ave verum (Mozart); 4 Ch E. 
BRECON CATHEDRAL: 8. II Euch. 
Canon G Thomas; 3 JOE. Blair in B minor. 
BRISTOL CATHEDRAL 7.40 M;S HQ JO 
Ch Euch. Missa brevis (Berkeley). Rev J 
Kaoma: 3-30 Ch E, Kdly in C. The Dean. 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HG 
9.30 M, Short Service (Gibbons}; II S Euch. 
Darke in E: 3.15 E; 6J0 Sermon & Compline. 
CARLISLE CATHEDRAL 7.45 M; 8 HQ 
10_30 S Euch. Master Tallis’ Testament 
(Howefls); 3 E. Blow in F. 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 
930 Euch. Rev I Moody; IMS Ch M. 
Stanford in Q Canon D Knight; 6 Ch E, A 
Icta aber bin eiend (Brahms). 

CHESTER CATHEDRAL 7.45 L 8-HQ 10 
Euch, Missa aetema Christi raunera (Pale- 
strina), Canon J Newcnmc; 1130 M; 330 E, 
CoOegium regale (Tavener); 630 ES. 
CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 
M. Harris in A: 11 S Euch, Mass for four 
voices (Byrd); 330 £. Stanford in A. 
CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Dub- 
lin; II S EudL Mass in G minor (Vaughan 
Williams): 3.30 Ch E. 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL Ox- 
ford: 8 HC 10 M, Canon O'Donovan; 11.15 S 
Euch, Missa Jesu Christ* (Ashwell); 6 E. 
COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 7.40 MP: 8 Q 
1030 Euch; 3 German Lutherans; 5 Ch E 
DERBY CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10.45 S 
Euch, Aedi Christi (Mathias): 6 Ch E, A: O 
Lord support us (Moore), Canon R Parsons. 
DURHAM CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 M. 
Stanford in B flat; 11.15 HQ Canon S Pedley. 
3J0 E. Short Service (Byrd). 

ELY CATHEDRAL 8.15 HC 1030 S Euch. 
Stravinsky Mass. Canon J Inge; 3.45 E. 
Third Service (Tomkins). - 
EXETER CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.45 S 
Euch. Mass for four voices (Byrd); 11.15 M. 
Canon K Pany: 3 E; 630 ES, The Dean. 
GLOUCESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HC 

10.15 Euch. Lhtle organ mass (Haydn): 12J5 
HQ 3 E. The Beatitudes (Part). 
GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ Q.45 
SEuch, Missa surge propera (Vtcwriak 1130 
M. Sumrion in B fi&C 630 E. Watson in E. 
HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 
Euch, Missa asterna Christi nrnnera (Pale- 
strina}: 11 JO M, Harwood in A flan 330 E. 
A: Lord let me know mine end (Greene). 
LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10305 
Euch. Darke in E; 4 Ch E. Short Service 
(Gibbons). Responses (Aylewaid). 


LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG IQJOS 
Euch, Messr fcasse (Faurtk 3-30 E. 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 7.4S L 8 HG 
930 SEuch. Jackson in G: LL15 M. Sumsioo 
in B Qau 1230 HQ 3.45 E. 

LIVERPOOL CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 1030 
Litany & Euch, Canon M BoyGng: 3 Ch E, 
The Dean of Lfverpoob 4 HQ 
MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8.45 M; 9 
Euch: 1030 S Euch. Crvitas saned tui (Byrd). 
CanOEtiA Raddxffe 630 E. Stanford in B flat 
NEWPORT CATHEDRAL! 8. 9.15 Euch: 
1030 M, A: Lord ter me know mine end 
(G r ee n e): 630 Ch E. 

NORWICH CATHEDRAL 730 MP! 8 
HQ 1030 S Euch. Missa sexti toni (Croae): 
330 MuskA Readings for Lenc 630 EP. 
PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 930 
M, Jackson in G: 1030 Euch. Mass for four 
voices (Byrd); 330 E. Greene in Q 
PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 
930 Euch, Mass of St Thomas (Thome); 
11.15 S Euch. Mass of die Holy Trinity 
(Walsh), Canon A WQkinson: 6 E. 
ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 8 HG 9.45 
M, A; Hear my prayer (Purnell): 1030 S 
Euch. Mass for four voices (Byrd); 3.15 E. 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 
Euch. Vaughan WQKsms in G. Very Rev D 
Watson: 1130 M. Sumsion in B flat; 2.45 EP 
(Sai d): 730 Marlborough College Coocert 
SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HG 10 
MR IOJO SEudu Missa St Johajrmisde Deo 
(Haydn). Canon J Sinclair: 630 E. 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 9 Eudu 1] 
Ch Euch. Vaughan Williams in G minor: 3 
Qi E. Jackson in G. Cancm D Painter. 
SOUTHWELL MINSTER: 730 M & 
Litany, 8 HQ 930 CHS Euch. O quam 
gloriosum (Victoria); 3.15 E: 5.45 Compline. 
TRURO CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9 M; 10 S 
Euch, A Ave verum corpus (Elgar); 530 
Organ Meditation: 6 E. Watson in E. 
WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.15 
Q Canon R Canter. 11 Sol Euch. Sumsion in 
G; 4 E. Walmisfey in D major. 

WELLS CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 9.45 S Euch. 
Missa brevis (Palestrina]: 1130 M. Ireland 
in F; 3 E, The wilderness (Wesley). 
WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 8 HC 10 M; 
U.15 Euch. Missa brevis (Palestrina); 3 E. 
Rev j Tidy: 5,45 Organ Redial: 6J0E&. 
WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL 7. & 9 
Mass; 1030 Sol Mass. Vaughan Williams in 
G minor 12 Mass: 2.45 Organ Rerital; 
Music of the Our Father; 330 SdV& B. Like 
as the hart (Howells); 530, 7 Mass. 
WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 10 M. 
Short Service (Gibbons); 11.155 Euch; 330 E. 
YORK MINSTER: $, 8.45 HQ 10 S Eudu 
Sumsion in F; I130M: 4 E. Rubbra in Aflat 
7 Concert by York Musical Society. ’ 

ST ALBAN’S CATHEDRAL Hertford-' 
shire: 8 HQ 930 Eudu li Sd Eudu 630 E. 1 
ST ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL . 
Aberdeen: 8 HQ 10.15 S Eudu Short Servfoe 
(Batten); 630 Ch E, Sumsion in G. . 


ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL Denbighshire: 
8 HQ 11 Ch M. A: Turn tfay face man my 
sins (Atcwoodj); 330 EP. 

CT DAVIDS CATHEDRAL Pembroke- 
shire 8 HQ 930 Cymun BendigakL IL15 Ch 
M. The Lamemation (Bairs tos# 6 Ch E. 

ST FIN BARREL CATHEDRAL Cork: 8 
Eudu U.15 Ch Euch. ScanacD in F. The 
Dean of Cork; 7 Ch E. A Litany (Walton). 
ST GEORGE’S CATHEDRAL Southr 
warlcS. 10 LM: 1130 Sol Mass. Lhorapassa 
(Viadanak 3 Mass for foe Ghanaian 
Community, Bishop O’Donoghue; 5 Sta- 
tions rf foe Cross: 6 LM. 

ST GILES' CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: 8, 
10 HQ 1130 MS. O vos ontnes (Cas5sk 6 
Lenten address and music; 8 ES. 

ST MARTS CATHEDRAL Edinburgh: S 
Euch; 930 MP. 1030 S Euch, Mass in four 
parts (Byrd), Rev J Cuthbert 330 Ch E. 

ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL Dublin; 
830 Euch; 11.15 M, Britten in Q 12J5 Euch; 
3.15 Ch E. Most Rev R Eazoes. 

ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 8 HQ 10 M. 
Stanford in G 1130 $ EucLlVGssa euge 
bope (IVM. Rev John Paul: 3.15 E. Rev S 
Olrven 5 Organ Recital; 6 ES. 

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL 
SW7: 1030 Divine Liturgy. Kievan and 
traditional polyphony. Met Anthony. 

ALL SAINTS, WI: 8 LM; 1030 MR II HM. 


(Ajdeward), Bishop 

ALL SOULS, WI: 8G9JQ, 1130 MP, Mr D 
Turner; 630 EP, Rev Preb R Bewes. 

THE ASSUMPTION. WI: II Missa dies 
sancoficarus (Palestrina). 

CHELSEA OLD CHURCH, SW3: 8 HQ 10 
Children’s Service; I1M.A: Have mercy on 
us O my Lord (Cojrfadd): 1215 HC 6 E. 
CROWN COURT CHURCH OF SCOT- 
LAND. WC2: U.1S. 630 HC Rev S Hood. 
E4RM STREET. WI: 8. 930 LM; 11 HM: 
1230 LM; 4:15 Mass: 6.15 LM. 

HOLT TRINITY BROMPTON. SW7: 9 
HG II MS: 5. 730 fnfonnal Service. 

HOLY TRINITY. Sfoane Street 8.45 Eudu 
li S Euch. Missa in honorem sanoi Josephe 
(PeetErs). Cancm J Andrew. 

THE ORATORY. SW7: 7, 8. 9, 10. 11 Mass. 
Missa sexn tom (Cnxe); 1230 Mass; 330 V& 

B; Pater peocavi (Lubo); 430. 7 Mass. 

ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
W& 11 Hdy Mass, Archbishop Y Gitirun. 
WESLEYS CHAPEL EC2: 9.45 HQ u 
MS. Rev Dr L Griffiths. 

WESTMINSTER CENTRAL HALL 


bow 630 HC. Rev Dr P Graves. 

CT ANNE AND ST AGNES (Luthenm). 
Gwdjam-'SLECi 11 Ch Euch, Rev G 
Neumante7 Ch Vespers. Mr B Fisher. 

ST BARTHOLOMEW THE GREAT. 
EC1: 9 IK; II M. Jadcson m C, A: Laboravi 
m gemhn (Rngieri: 630 Ch Euch. Missa 
teams pruicipjum (Fayrfax). The Rector. 


ST BRIDE'S. EC4: 11 Ch Eudu fXs» in F: 
630 Ch E, Collegium regale (Hovefls). 

ST CLEMENT DANES. WC2:J1 Ch M. 
Sumsion in B flat. 'Rev J Sheddend230 HC 
ST COLUMBA S CHURCH CF SCOT- 
LaND, SW1 : 11 Rev W A Cairns: j30. ' 
ST ETHELDREDA*S. ECI:. 11 S Mass. 
Missl aetrma Chrwi munera (Pa'estrina). 
ST GEORGES. WI: 830 HG 11 S Euch. 
Blake in D, The Rector. 

ST JAMES’S. Gartickhythc, EC4 1030 S 
Euch. John Paul.. 

ST JAMES’S. Sussex Gardens, WM0J0 S 
Eudt, Missa simile est (Guerrero, Rev B 
Wilson; 6 Ch E Fauxbourdons (Talis). 

ST JAMES’S, WI: 9.15 HQ life Euch. 
■ Rebecca Dudley; 5.45 EP. ' 

ST JOHNS, E15: II Fhmily Service. Entry 
of Queen of Sheba [Handel). Rev M Okrila 
630 HC, Rev D Ridurds. 

ST LUKE'S, SW1- 8 HQ 1030 S Euch, 
Miserere mea (Byrd), Rev J Srreeting; 630 E. 
fTMARK'S. NWL 8 HQ 9.45 FamBy Q U 
S Euch. Ley in E minor. 

MARGARETS. SW1: 11 S Euch. Rev Dr 

P Bradshaw. 

WC2: 8 

!irei A: O Lord in diy wrath 

(Gibbons). II JO Visitors Service: 145 Chi- 
nne Service: 5 Ch E. Humfrey in E: 630 ES. 
f^MARY ABKrrsCHURCH. Wfe 8HC 

’■30 Euch. Rev P Stubbs; U.15 Ch M, Lev F 
Gdk 1230 HQ 630 E. Rev M Fulfc 

V° ^ W HM. 
conrununkm Service (Farrant), Father J 
Cowling: 6 Sol E Sk B: 7 LM 

i£r* R !£KT H&v,R * 5lN ’ wwa (030 
“Jen. A: The Lamentation (Bairsurad, 
|TM^YuiBpNE. NWI; S HQ '1 Ch 
“S®: gmutu meo (Wcdkes). 

PW^Dhc'/Sv 8 ' 9 HG ” ** Euch - 

0F ST PETER AD 
HMwS , J c S? of London: 9.IS HQ 
n m, sumsnn m B flat. A- mstri 

Oassus). Rev P R c 

HC^Tj E k Vg*h S Jamcs ' s 830 

Soho 1 ^l^Xl L cK^ l 8 IOn Cntn 
(By^'R^sj H^^ *"* vuiccs 

^cI^im SrSSiJV THE SAV0Y ‘ 

Btjrracks. 

Slftort Ven wr c 1 ^ O toTa dove 
Band uf tlie Blue. 

seI^is ^ ^Hege chKpel 

IeW Rw^urST 1 m F -* A '4* nun 

• Compiled by Deborah King - ’ 
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the king 
of paradise 
on Tonga 

Soujfa Pacific - 26*27 



Don’t let 
the sun 
go down 
without you 


Eclipses -33 




^igei Tisdall returns to S hanghai, one of tfae East’s most beautiful cities, 
— * : — jP fifld a Chinese G otham City growing around its historic heart 


ASPECT 


I 


: am shopping in the Noi 
: Department Store in 
'Nanjing Lu. the John 
<' Lewis of Shanghai “You 
tike3” asks a smiling assistant 
as ihe . bolds up two shirts. 
One! is green and tartan and 
the slogan reads “Gentteznan- 
dog". Hie other is blue and 
orange and says “Child of 
Cavalry”. 

1 politely decline, but later 
feel a rush of regret Maybe I 
should buy such garments, not 
to w ear, but as a record of the 
great changes now sweeping 
through China. In Shanghai, 
its largest and most go-ahead 
city, they are -wising up so fast 
that such clothes, with their 
hilariously wrong Western 
slogans, will soon be a thing of 
the past! 

In the ttnieit will take fbrtbe 

Miltennijfini flivnp tr> hr hril t, 

visited * ad converted mtr> a 
white-dephant shopping cen- 
tre, this gargantuan port, once 
dubbed the “Whore of Asa**, 
wfll hare been transformed 
into a si immering metropolis. 

Back in 1985, when I first 
visited he Nol Department 
Store, i was a monument to 
state-s lonsored lethargy. 
Seven i oars of mind-blowing 
inertia — yawning staff, 
shelves Hke a salvage clear- 
ance sa e, prize goods hidden 
away in glass cases that no one 
had the key for . . . 

Now he store is awash with 
cokmrfi I products: shiny* pink 
bedspreads, repro grand- 
father c xks, screaming kara- 
oke ma hines. Computers sit 
next to ink brushes, calcula- 
tors lie lesnfo abacuses, exer- 
dse bik s compete with mah- 
jong 1 set . 

Dun. 5 the past six years, 
the Pus of the East has 
become a concrete .forest of 


HEADING EAST: MOW TO SEE 


■ Getting there: Nigd Hsdail 
flew to Shanghai with Amar iain 
Airlines (0I7M34 73001. Flights 
via Vienna leave from London 
Heathrow twice a week, from 
0.465 return in 
Keytiavd (0I7K387 4933* 
‘fisoounted fares. 


Holidays (01174Z1 
1711) arranges bimiude holi- 
days »o China. 

Prices for ‘ an ei ghtmg fa 
package to Shanghai in April 
start at n^Wll tiHVia»i gflf ghN i 
transfers and seven nights’ 

B&B at the Peace Hotel J0086Z1 
6321 6888). A cheaper option is 
the Amec- star Magnofia Hold 
(0666 21 6902 6888), doable 
room £40 a night Prices based 
on two sharing. - 
■ Sightseeing: Taxis are cheap ami plentiful — 
ask your hotel concierge In write the address down 
in Chinese first pkk a dear day Id visit the 
Oriental Pearl TV Tower and expect to ipw> 
A visit to both viewing babbles costs 100 yuan 
(•boot EZ25). 

The Touring Ike Hmutgpm Knar Crake also 
nets 100 yuan in “A" dm. Boats depart from the 



; SHAWM HA 


Bond at a opposite 

Jijilmg Ln— take the afternoon 


China girt never seen ;v 
without a mobile phone 


Restaurants and ban: The 
Phoenix Dragon restaurant at 
!. foe top of me Peace Hotel 
serves good Chinese food. 
H-H-Tbr a more unusual venue 
^• tfy Spin, the revotving res- 
ta u rant in the Oriental Pearl 
. TV Tower, and Lucky CSty, 
which squats in a former 
‘ ‘Russian Orthodox ebureb in 
die Trench Concession (16 
-GaabnLn). 

Shang hai ham a 
number at ce-pat 
dubs — for a tiding see 0 k 
website hOp://wmrJliuutghai- 
. aLcom 

- ■ Red tape: Visas are required 
by British passport holders visiting China. A 
singfoattry tourat vimeosts E2S pbzs EIO postage 
and handling — they arc best obtained with the 
bdp of a iwg operator: Farther infonnation from 

tiic Chinese Embassy (0891 880006). 

■ Reading: shanghai (Odyssey. 00.95): Rough 
Guide to China (E15L99); The Western Food 
Imef* Gtdde to Shanghai (Odyssey. £9.95). 


building 


and 


embryonic skyscrapers, the 
embodiment of Deng Xiao- 
ping'S rlirhrm that “to hwy ie 
wealthy is wonderful”. The 
aty where the Chinese Com- 
munist Party was founded in 
1921 is char ging at . foil speed 

So why^^onh^^^to a 
building site? Wdl Shanghai 
is one of foe .world's great 
leviathan cities: charged with 
atmosphere, thick with social 
contrasts. It is changing: at a 
phenomena] pace and it is a 
wonder to behold a brave new 
metropolis in the making . 

The place io feel th e pulse of 
change is on - the Bund, the 
mflcnong waterfront that 
stretches along the west bank 
of the Huangpu River. Here, . 




FOR THE 

21ST CENTURY 

in the 1920s, Shanghai's. colo- 
nial rulers erected their pomp- 
ous banks, dubs arid 
diplomatic missions. 

- Now; aexossthe silly water, 
another herd of flagship build- 
ings is massing. Known as 
Pixkmg. S hang hai’s east bank 
has becofne a burgeoning 
powerhouse of skyscrapers 
andffnaiRialheadquartm. 

Visitors can look forward to 
Ane&tiidcmg anrayofsuper- 
fiaXiy^L 1 The wmid’S longest 
sdspensii^isrkfee is inpLace; 
wwk is under way on ihe 
tallest building and 
feotelazii] the hugest 
Store in' Asia, 
is ttie new stock 
ge, a - subway line and 


■With 

futuristic ambition and die 

great symbol of its hopes is the 
landmark Oriental Pearl TV 
Tower. It rises 1,535ft above 
the Huangpu, a modernist 
kebab sporting two pink view- 
ing bubbles, a revolving rest- 
aurant, a karaoke bar and a 


bizarre 19-room Space Hotel 
that is set to become one of the 
world's hippest places in 
which to stay. 

Waiting with the efferves- 
cent crowds that gather at its 
tripod-like feet 1 felt I had 
stumbled on one of history's 
magic moments. There must 
have been a similar buzz in the 
air when they built the Eiffel 
Tower, or the Golden Gate 
Bridge. The 360-degree views 
from the tower are stupen- 
dous. but even more intoxicat- 
ing is the excited chatter of the 
Chinese sightseers, who de- 
vour the experience with a 
mhrtim* of glee and awe. 


s 


Newcomers 



Wre t rifl in g out the red carpet an die 
IOdi Nfay for passengers who are dew to 
P&O cruising. 

Oriana’s crew will pamper yon with 
rWnpagra e in your cabin an arrival, £35 credit 
id spend an board and an invitation to an 


Audio; . - , , 

cWU be a spedal P&O *«>* on hand 

you yi ef id advice. J^lSXhiises 


Bncdona, & Tcopez, Gforahu uri 
fam whece yon can vim Florence or Pfe 
Prices for a 12-n#* Bfednunmeaucna* 

from Souduunpmn srart ai jna £1^95- 

Contact yemr ABTA travel agent or cal 
0090 73 6 736 , quoting AG3P, and wTI get 



lutngh a i is fartunalB 
in having the land an 
which to build a sec- 
ond city next to its 
historic heart If all goes to 
plan, Pudong will became a 
Gotham CSty where fife , is 
conducted by worker ants in 
aircancfitioned cocoons. 

The old aty has not been 
spared the frenzy for change 
and many of its colonial villas, 
churches and public buildings 
are threatened by devdop- 
meoL fifty years of rcvohition- 
axy inertia was an ex c ellent 
way to mothball Shanghai's 
imperialist architecture; but 
now the jackhammers are out 
in force. Even foe Shanghai 
Oub, once a bastion of the 
British aristocracy, is bane to 
a branch of KFC. 

It is easy to get nostalgic in 
S hangh ai and to nurse fears 
about what the city is losing. I 
would never stay in the glitzy 
skyscrapers of the Etortman 
Shangri-la Hold, an ex-pat 
palace that could be anywhere 
in luxury Asia, while there is 
still room at the art-deco Peace 
Hotel, built in 1929 and where 
Noel COward completed Pri- 
vate Lives. 

On the other band, the new 
Shanghai Museum in Renmin 
Square is a delight Built on 
four floors linked by escala- 
tors, it feels as serene and 
beautiful as. an upmarket de- 
partment sloe, and it is a joy 
to wander its marbled halls. 

Ar times, the pace of change 
in Shanghai seems unaccep- 
tably brutal, as when 1 found 
myself in a taxi driven by a 
ycrung hot-head who went so 
fast mat we knocked down a 
cyclist. At other times It is 
simply comic, such as the 
. vogue for ostentatiously 
flaunting mobile phones, or 
the disco-style dancers at the 
Great World Entertainment 
Centre, who do their best to 
lode sexy wearing two bras 
and passfon-kffling knickers. 

There are mellow moments, 
too, such as taking a seat in a 
wicker chair an the three-hour 
Touring the Huangpu River 
Cruise that chugs up to the 
mouth of the Yangtze. Tickets 
for this coax in three classes: 
A-dass mis you into a top-"' 
deck saloon with sky-blue 
armchairs, endless tea, rice 
cakes and a luminous-green 
toy car that turns into a tenth. 

Loudspeakers play The Blue 
.Danube, and you sit in the sun 
watching mammoth tankers 
racing alongside barges 
strung together like sausages. 
On the return leg a magician 
performs, and when we sailed 
towards the Bund at sunset 1 
sensed how exciting Shanghaf 
must have been in the days 
when every traveller arrived 
by sea. 

• Before my. visit I had prom- 
ised to make two pilgrimages. 
One was to a basement boozer 
near the Russian Consulate 
that had beat a favourite 
watering hde.in 1985. Sailors 



The Oriental Pearl TV Tower “There must have been a similar buzz in the air when they built the Eiffel Tower" 


from all over the world would 
congregate in it, and there was 
a small mahogany bar lov- 
ingly wiped by a venerable 
bartender who had learnt 
English before the revolution. 
It had gone, of course, re- 
placed by a brightly lit bar 
with huge copper tanks. 

M y other quest 
was more fruit- 
ful. The guide 
books cannot 
keep up with the changes in 
Shanghai, so I resorted to the 
Internet and found a passion- 
ate recommendation for the 
Shanghai Lan-lan Chinese 
Hand Printed Blue Nankeen 
Company in Changle Lu. ' 

It was a pig to find, but 
suddenly I wandered into a 
courtyard draped with ban- 
ners of blue and white doth 
drying in the sun. Nankeen is 
a traditional workers* doth, 
hand-woven from cotton and 
printed with plant dyes, that 
has been used for centuries for 
clothes and furnishings. 

Travel is all about minor 
triumphs, and I was so thrilled 
to find this place that 1 
immediately bought a blue 
nankeen shirt to celebrate. It 
felt good to discover a pocket of 
eternal China at the end of the 
information superhighway — 
and, even better, a shirt that 
was not covered in silly West- 
ern slogans. 


Golden 
China 


A classic tour of the Middle 
Kingdom with the number one 
expert and specialists 


i 6 days in Beijing, Chengde, Xian, Suzhou, Shanghai, 
Guilin and Hong Kong fnm £ 1 650 

At CTS Horizons we are not only C hina ’s foremost tour 
-/Ilxjperaror, we are part of the landscape. To us, China is home 
and we take pride in being able to show you parts of it unseen 
by other tour groups. In Beijing after the grandeur of the 
Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven we take our guests on 
a rickshaw tour of the hutongs or back streets for a more intimate 
view of domestic life. There is a unique visit to the charming 
Gongwangfu Palace where we take tea in its superb opera house. 
At the Great Wall we opt for a picnic at Jinshanling, miles from 
the crowds and the vendors. In Guilin, we head for the 
Yia oshan Mountain for the most magni&ient views over the 
undulating hills around Guilin. All these are in addition to the 
usual highlights of the Middle Kingdom - Xian’s Terracotta Army, 
the waterfront of Shanghai, the gardens and canals of Suzhou and the magical 
cruise through the spectacular Li River of Guilin. At CTS Horizons, China is 
more than just another destination. 

For torn? of China, talk to the experts, 

26 :::::: !bs ^25 w ' re 31 home in the 0rient 

Apr 9 , is, 23, 30 1695 270 • Book direct 01 71 -836 9911 

fltey 7. 14, 21.2S 1695 270 CUhTtmI Santo (UK) Ini 

Jun 11; M 9, 23 1795 250 CBHw71^aM^i*ie.U»*nw2H«l 

Aug 6, 20, 27 . 1795 265 F*c 01 71 -83631 Z1 Era* CTStul ro d wwmu A 

Sep 3, HI 7, 24 .. 7 . 7 . 1750 2B5 CTS HnnVnnc 

Oct 1,8, 15,22 17S0. 295 V 1 V n °H. Z P P- S 

tUamntimnramUtr^iiria 
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L ooking for your own 
personal chunk of 
Utopia? Fancy mov- 
ing to the South Seas? 
Then you’ll be interested to 
hear that Tonga's Paradise 
Hotel is up for sale. 

Kentucky-born owner. Car- 
ter Johnson, is tired of running 
a hotel, even in paradise. “Oh, 
Vava'u is terrific.” he drawls. 
“No TV. no newspapers no 
drugs, no guns. Gee, I saw a 
dog run over last week and 
told the police to put it out of its 
misery but they ain't got no 
bullets in their guns.” 

Carter Johnson considers 
his stint in paradise just 
another life chapter, following 
work on US gas lines and 
sheep forming in Australia. 
Now he hopes to head back to 
the States — if he can sell the 
hotel. 

“There’s too much sun 
here.” grumbles his vanfifo- 
skinned wife. “You can never 
get away from it” 

The Paradise Hotel perches 
picturesquely above Pint of 
Refuge harbour on Vava’u, the 
largest of 40-odd stunningly 
beautiful islands — some in- 
habited, some deserted — 
which make up die northern 
part of Tonga's archipelago. 

Secluded anchorages and 
enticing inter-island water- 
ways make the Vava'u group 
one of the world’s prime 
yachting destinations while 
the islands themselves remain 
well off the beaten track of the 
South Pacific's mass tourism 
routes. 

“I used to fly guests person- 
ally by plane from Fiji. Then 1 
crashed it You can see the 
pieces in the bar." Carter 
Johnson gives a deep-throated 
Southern chortle. “Now the 
place is full of yachties 


The inference is dear. Boat- 
bums aren’t interested in pay- 
ing for hotel rooms. But that's 
to the advantage of landlub- 
bers who prefer their paradise 
with hot showers and privacy. 

Carter Johnson took me to 
supper at Ocean Breeze, a 
delightful restaurant run by 
ex-Londoner John Dale and 
his Tongan wife, Amelia. Over 
a delicious meal of fish. John 
said (without a hint of iron; 
“Tonga’s got a lot more to 
than Wimbledon — white 
sand beaches, good food, a 
tropical dimate." 

fjnmg the rnfllennhim. T nhn 

thinks Tonga wfll be as popu- 
lar as Tahiti. Certainly, the 
country is likely to attract a 
rash of visitors in December 
1999 when it claims fas do 
several other islands) that it 
wfll be die first place to greet 
the sew year dunks to its 
proximity to the International 
Date line. 

B ut mass tourism? 
Thai seems unHkefy. 
For the land where 
time begins is also 
cue of the most laid-back 
countries in the world. Tongan 
torpor is all-pervading. 
Phones don’t work, buses rare- 
ly run on time, guides “forget" 
to meet you because of an all- 
important rugger practice and 
shopkeepers’ favourite expres- 
sion is “come back tomorrow”. 

Perhaps this relaxed atti- 
tude owes something to die 
fact that Tonga is the only 
South Pacific country never to 
have been colonised. This 
independence has kept the 
culture intact and meant that 
faka tonga {the Tongan way of 
life) remains pretty much un- 
changed. Life goes cm as it 
always has done — slowly. 


A partjrj pant fleiny hjs imwdw a j l»e j ninic tn flip long *!? hirtMay prude nn Tflngatqm. A warm anhrace is guaranteed in Tonga. me erf fee world's mod haAbadt lOintria 


■ How to get there: 

Nicole Swengfey flew to 
Tanga with Air New 
Zealand (0181-743 2299). 
which offers direct, low 
season fares ( April 1 6- June 
15) from £750 retain. 
Stopovers in Tonga are also 
available en route to New 
Zealand with tow season 
60-day advance purchase 
fares from £773 return. 

M Accommodation w 
Tonga can he booked 
through Air New 
Zealand’s Destinations 
p rogr amm e (0181-741 
2299). In Nukualofa: Pacific 
Royal Hotel (friendly 
staf£ nice bar, snail pool) 
starts at £20 each per 


THE SOUTH SEAS: GE77‘\*G TO TONGA 


mght International 
Datefine Hotel (faded 
charm, pool Old Timer 
band) from £20 l On ‘Atata: 
Royal Sunset Island 
Resort (highly 
reco m mended) starts at 
£25. On Vava'u: Paradise 
I n te rnati o n al Hotel (fax 
00 67670184) starts at £21. 

■ When to go: In winter 
puJy-Septembez), 
ztem p e ra tnres are 
pleasant (T7C-22Q bat winds 
can be strong. The first 
week erf July is tourism 
week. Early summer 
(December and January) is a 



The king’s birthday parade, held onJuty 4 


good time to go as 
tnnpcratures are between 
25C and 330 the 
remaining summer months 
(January to April) can be 
markedby heavy rain. 
Yachts should leave by 
November to avoid cyclones. 
B Saili ng: Simsall (0170S 
222222) has a base on Vaya.'u 
offering charters. 

■ What to buy: Tongan 
handicrafts are file best in 
the South Parific. Items 

of jewdtery made from fish 
teeth or seed pods make 
good souvenirs. 

■ Red tape: British and 


Irish passport holders 
with proof of onward t4vel 
are admitted for 30 days 
without a visa. No - 
vatrfaiations are required 
for entry but it is wise tc 
consult your GP. Furthtr 
information and leaflets 
from Tonga High 
Commission (0171-724 SJjS; 
fax 0t7I-?23 9074). 

■ Further treadin g: 

Tonga: Travel Survival Kit 
(Lonely Planet, £6.95): . 

Adventuring in the Pacific 
(Siena Club. £10.99); 
Cruising Guide to the ■ 
Vaetti i Island Group in 
the Kingdom of Tonga 
(Cruising Guide 
Publications. £15). 


ft 


“Old traditions and new 
ways don’t necessarily dash.” 
explained the King of Tonga 
when I was fortunate enough 
to be granted an audience at 
his white-painted, wooden, 
seafront palace. “Isolation is 
impractical. Island people are 
no different to anyone else — 
they just five cn islands.” 
King Tau&tihau Tupou IV 


has lost 13 stone since he 
weighed in as the world’s 
heaviest monarch at 33 stone, 
according to the Guinness 
Book of Records in 1976. Even 
so he remains huge, and has 
the stature of a god to his 
105,000 subjects. 

When I was requested to 
crouch down during his arri- 
val at a brass band concert 
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(everyone sits lower than the 
king to show resped), I was 
reminded of die time his 
mother, Queen Salote, attend- 
ed Queen Elizabeth US coro- 
nation. It poured with rain 
that day. But Itongan customs 
forbid emulation of those yon 
honour. So when Queen Eliza- 
beth’s carriage was covered by 
a hood. Queen Salote sat — 
magnificently drenched —in a 
carriage awash with water. 

The busiest time to visit 
Vava’u is during celebrations 
for the crown prince’s birthday 
on May 4. Another week erf 
partying fakes place on 
Tongatapu, file kingdom's 
main island, around the king's 
birthday on July 4. 

Heflala Festival, as the 
king's birthday bash is known, 
is a week-long gala erf sports 
and music competitions, 
feasts, military parades, a 
street procession of crazily 
decorated floats and even an 
annual beauty contest 

To gain an insigbt into 
traditional culture, head for 
the Tongan National Centre, 
where you can see wood- 
carving and tunu (under- 
ground oven) preparation. 

At night you can attend a 
Tongan feast at the centre, 
preceded by a traditional 
lava-drinking ceremony. 
Kava is the non-alcoholic nat- 
ional drink made from the 
ground- root of the peppe r 
plant. It acts as a mild tran- 
quilliser, numbing lips and 
tongue, and if you like drink- 


ing di 
While 


dishwater you’ll love it 
you feast arr traditional 
dishes like roast suckling pig, 
chicken , iota Ika (raw fish with 
chillies), octopus, sweet potato, 
yams, taro in coconut cream 
and faikakai (breadfruit pud- 
ding), entertainment is provid- 
ed by ukulele-plucking 
Tongans and energetic war- 
ricr-fike dancers. . 

The evening winds to a dose 
with the tautrfunga. a graceful 
solo female dance in which file' 
died skin of the performer is 
plastered with bank notes by 
appreciative admirers. 

A whole-island tour of 
Tongatapu costs £12 
inducting visits to 
Captain Cook’s repu- 
ted landing-place, file sacred 
flying fares (large fruit hats) 
hanging in file casuarina trees 
at Kolovai, Tonga bird park, 
the Ha’aroonga ’a Maui 
Trilithon (a Stonehenge-like 
structure with solstice mark- 
ings) and the impressive 
Mapu*a •&. Vaca blowholes 
where file sea spares 30xn-hlgh 
plumes through lava gaps. 

But you may prefer to chili 
out on a typical South Seas 
beach (the best are at Keleti 
and Ha’ataiu) or visit an 
offshore island like Fafa, a 
half-hour boat trip from Nu- 
kualofa, where you can over- 
night in fales (traditional 
thatched houses) hidden 
among coconut pains. 

Royal Sunset Island Resort 
on ’Atata island is nm by 


affable Kiwis. David and Terri 
Hunt Their beadiside fales 
have private verandas, shower 
rooms and snack-making fa- 
cilities, while main meals are 
taken in an opensided fale 
beside the lagoon. Sailing, 
scuba-diving, sport-fishing 
and seaplane safaris to atolls 
and volcano crater lakes are 
all options here, along with 


visits ' to ’Atata’s traditional 
village, where the resorft'staff 
live. 

Envy them their lifestyle as 
they stroll to work along the 
soft white, coral sand beach 
beside a lagoon ten shades of 
blue. It*s as dose to paradise 
as you'll get this side of 
heaven. Apart from the epony- 
mous hold, of course. 


Calcutta Casualty. Confused. 
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Even Fiji has 
rain and thp 
odd cyclone. 
sa gs Stephen 
McClarence 


ISLANDS Or THE SOUTH PACIFIC: FIJI. COOK ISLANDS AND TAHITI 


l aking paradise by storm 


A weekend in 
Frmton or Filey is 
bad enough. A wet 
weekend in Hii i« 
^ J 1 * expectations are so 
much higher. 

Halfway through a damp 
afternoon on the cruise shin, 
mast have retreated to their 
cabins. A Fijian char is croon- 
mg ovct the PA It sings of a 
land of swaying palm trees, 
gently lapping water, golden 
beaches and balmy evenings. 
Outside the cabin window, the 
rain buckets down over a 
vision of greyness. Grey sky, 
grey sea, grey islands, grey 
honeymooners. On the sun 
deck, an elderly New Zea lan d 
couple unpack umbrellas and 
plastic rain hoods. They have 
come back to Fiji after 20 
years. It is. they claim, the 
most beautiful place on Earth. 

A few Brits sit around the 
lounge, dunk their teabags 
and talk about seafront shel- 
ters bade home. “Enjoy your 
day," urges the cruise bulletin. 
“And keep smiling." 

The four-day cruise, with 
the Fiji-based Blue Lagoon 
company, is the first leg of a 
whistle-stop tour of paradise 
— or at any rate of three South 
Pacific islands claiming to be 
its last outpost. In 12 days, the 
tour — mostly by air — takes 
in Fiji. Tahiti and Rarotonga 
in the Cook Islands and rips 
backwards and fonvards over 
the International Date Line, 
putting a day in credit here 
and in debit there. “Is it 
yesterday yet?” asks a bewil- 
dered holidaymaker after 
three or four days. “Yesterday 
comes after tomorrow." says 
his fellow time-traveller. They 
keep smiling. 

It's time for Paradise Mark 
One — Fiji's tiny Plantation 
Island, which an American 
sailor called Louis Armstrong 
bought from the Fijians in 
1860 for the bargain price of 
one musket. Prices hare spi- 
ralled since then. The beach 
resort now based on die island 
stages Weddihgs.' cimbfoing' 
the exotic (Hjian.WaiTKF.Es7 
cart, 02), with the homely 
(English fruitcake. £39). A 
wedding is under way on a 
terrace next to the bay where a 
fat man is splashing back-' 
wards and forwards in a 
kayak. The Australian bride is 
swathed in tulle, the groom 
wears a wing collar and 
waistcoat as though fra - a 
snooker tournament The 
choir (20 Fijian villagers. E64) 
sings All the Earth Proclaims 
the Lord with, a seductive 
sweetness. But we are tired 
and huny bade to the ship. 

The MV Mystique Princess 
is sleek and comfortable, de- 
spite the piped muzak. Over a 
traditional dinner of kokoda 
— raw fish marinated in 
coconut milk and lime juice — 
a crew member enthuses 
about curried fruit bat and 




Raindouds loom over Moorea Island, near Tahiti in French Polynesia. “Paradise is in your head ... it could be devilish if you were unhappy,” said a local character. Le Sauvage Blanc 


offers advice an how : $> be- 
have. “It’S tactful,” he says, 
“not to mention cannibalism 
in Fiji Barbecued, (high bone 
and baked forearm hare, long 
been phased out. and western- 
ers' jokes don’t go down well.” 
IPS a for cry from the’ 18th 
century when “E$t’me" was; 
the ccHTe aV ^fi^^ta tri b al 

Udreudr^ fooic his 1 subjects at. 
their "word arid’ ate ' around 
LOOO. 

N ext morning. I feel 
as though I have 
eaten 2,000. Thfe 
sky is dark, the'' 
rain streaks the window and 
the ship is rolling like a bad 
Channel crossing. For' the first 
time in my life, I am seasick. 
As we dock at Lautoka, Pip’s 
third town, we encounter a ■ 
new word: cydone. Cyclone 
Gavin blew through here a 
fortnight ago; Cyclone Jim is 
reportedly on his way. Fiji is 
on Cydone Alert. 

Lautoka is a very Asian 
town. Indians, for foe most 
part descendants of inden- 
tured labourers brought to Fiji 
in tbe-I9fb century, make up a 



large part of the population. 
The shops are run by Patels 
and Rajeeshes, and the buses 
are named after Ganesh. the 
Hindu elephant god. 

Out of town, beyond doudy 
mountains and across net- 
works of railway lines for 
sugar cane* trucks, fire stylish 
F5st-4?ri3ing restaurant-re- ! 
soil at Yi$a .point displays a^ 
1930s poster that raptures foe 
lush magic of *The South 
Seas". It shows a lounging 
Fijian woman with flowers in 
her hair and a Dorothy 
Larnour sarong, watching a 
Pan American flying boat 
landing' with' butterfly . grace 
cm a bay. It is idyllic, a place to 
lode bade in languor. 

At the vast Fijian Resort — a 
whole holiday island — a 
signpost pants the way to 
Golf /Tennis / Fire-walki ng. 
Rrewalking, or “jumping in 
the oven", is a ritual, tradition- . 
ally in honour of tire spirits, 
involving walking barefoot on 
white hot stones without get- 
ting burnt The manager talks 
about his regular guests, in- 
cluding Noleen Hogan — 
“Paul Hogan's first wife— you 
know. Crocodile Dundee. 
She’s been 59 times. She’s 
totally unpretentious.” 

Late news: Cydone Jim has 
merged into Cydane June and 
blown past It prompts nostal- 
gic tales of Hurricane Fergus. 

Next day. we leave at 
5.30am for lunch in New 
Zealand It's a good stunt — a 
three-hour flight from Ftp to 
Auckland fire hours in New 
Zealand and a four-hour flight 
on to Rarotonga in the Cook 
Islands — Paradise Mark 
Two. The International Date 
line ensures we hare two 
consecutive Sundays. 

At Rarotonga Airport 
young women rush forward 
with shell necklaces. They 
wear crowns of flowers so 
luxuriant that their heads are 
like hanging baskets. The 
announcer serenades new ar- 
rivals with ukulele songs. Sud- 
denly tilings Took up. 

Rarotonga is the sort of 
island that appears in your 
dreams. It is dominated by 

mountains that are towering 

turrets of rock with serrated 
spines. Dense jungle blankets 
the higher slopes but peters 
out into lush farmland, paw- 



ches for every shade of Chris- 
tian belief. Avarua, the island 
capital — a small sprawl of 
shops — is dominated by a 
19th-century churchyard. The 
oldest monument is to the 
Rererand I. Williams of the 
London Missionary Society, 
who died in 1839, and “who. 
with his friend Mr Harris was 
massacred by deluded natives 
while attempting to convey to 
them the blessings of 
salvation” 


T he town’s museum 
devotes half-a-dozen 
glass rases to Captain 
Cook, who first sight- 
ed the islands in 1773, and half- 
a-dozen more to a collection of 
shells- Next to the Nicobar 
Hairy-Triton, the Warty Frog- 
Shell and ihe Hailstorm Prick- 
ly-Winkle are the Dogwood 
Drupe, the Crispaie Venus, 
the Ambiguous Mitre and the 
Mutable Conch. 

At the issues desk in the 
next-door library is Tamara 
Suchoddsky. She moved here 
ten years ago. “I was looking 
for a tropical paradise,” she 
says, “irs the attitude of the 
people that I like here — 
welcoming and vibrant” 

The Code Islands atmo- 
sphere is easy-going, lulling, 
no worries, no hurries. A 45- 
minute flight away from Raro- 
tonga — and a near-neighbour 
in Pacific terms — is Airutaki. 
an atoll encircling a lagoon of 
the ultimate in ultramarine. It 
would be high on anyone’s list 
of desert islands. 

At the Lagoon Resort, assis- 
tant manager Noel Marsters 
promises an island tour. He is 
the great, great grandson of a 
Gloucestershire mariner who 
came here on a schooner, 
jumped ship, married five 
wives, fathered 12 children 
and was disowned by his 
family. The resort manager, 
Steve Christian, is a descen- 
dant of Fletcher Christian, the 
Bounty mutineer, who discov- ; 
ered many of these islands. 

Mr Marsters rant find a ! 
bus for tiie tour, so he heaves 
two white plastic garden 
chairs on the bade of a pick-up 
trade. A lady crime novelist 
and I bounce along like a 
downmarket king and queen 
on makeshift thrones. 

He points out the children 


Sunday service: there are churches everywhere 


SOUTH PACIFIC FACT FILE 


■ Stephen McQarerxx trav elled with Austravd and Air New 
Zealand. Anstravd P17F734 7755) organises a wide range of South 
Pacific holidays: a 14-night holiday including Tahiti. Moorea, 
Ranxonga. Aitataki and Fiji costs from £L579 per person. Blue 
Lagoon cruises — bookable through Anstravd — cast from 

£309 per person for three days, inducting aU transfers, meals and 
activities;! fburday cruise on the Mystique Princess costs 
from £640. 

■ British passport holders do not need visas to visit Fiji, the 
Cook Islands or Tahiti. 

■ Vaccinations are not compulsory for Fiji, the Cook Islands 
or Tahiti, but check with your G P. 

■ Best times to visit: Fiji: the dry season between June and 
November, when there is less risk of tropica] cydones; Cook 
Islands: pleasant ycarround even te mp e rat ures but less 
chance of rain between April and October Tahiti: June to August 
when it’s driest and coolest 

■ Further reading: Adventuring in the Pacific (Sierra Club 
Books, £10.99); Fiji Travel Survival Kit (LonHy Rand, £8.99): 
R arotong a & the Cook Islands Travel Survival Kit (Lonely 
Planet £6.95); Tahiti & French Polynesia Travel Survival Kit 
(Looety Planet 00.99). 


paw plantations, dumps of 
mango trees and avocados, 
starfruit and oranges, and 
coconut palms with bands of 
tin nailed round their trunks 
to stop rats climbing up. 

Rarotonga is an unpreten- 
tious place. Its parliament 
building is a former construc- 
tion workers’ hostel and the 
Paramount Queen — one of 
three elected rulers — lives in a 
modest palace. “I call her 
Auntie Ruth." says our bus 
driver. Why? "She is my 
Auntie Ruth.” 

He explains the symbolism 
of the flowers many wear 
behind their ears: "Behind the 


right ear means married; left 
ear means single; both ears 
means desperate.” 

In the modem Roman Cath- 
olic cathedral, the service is in 
Maori. Women in braided 
coconut leaf hats listen intently 
as breadfruit trees rustle out- 
side the windows and the 
sermon is often drowned out 
by birdsong. The bishop, a 
New Zealander, is fragrant 
with flowers. He wears san- 
dals and has a T-shirt under 
his cassock. The service ends 
with Let ft Be, strummed on 
guitars. 

Religion is the backbone of 
Rarotonga. There are chur- 


and grandchildren of Ameri- 
can Gls stationed here during 
the war and waves to people 
standing in the doorways of 
their pre-fab-style houses. 
“Europeans often paint them- 
selves a different picture of 
what they expect and in some 
cases they’re disappointed." 
There are no grass skirts now. 
he says. The only thatched 
huts are the tourist mock-ups 
in the Lagoon Resort He 
waves wildly at a big man in a 
bright shirt shorts and flip- 
flops. “King Tamatoa — either 
Tamatoa IV or Tamatoa V," he 
says. The king is sitting on an 
oil ran. 

Aitutaki is trying to resist 
pressure to upgrade its air- 
strip so international charter 
flights could use it, even 
though this would boost tour- 
ism and provide new employ- 
ment for the young. “There’s 
always a jetty to be mended." 
says Mr Marsters and heads 
off to pick up a delivery of 
tinned beetroot salad and 
peach slices. “Many tourists 
come here to do nothing. " he 
says. “We find it very 
peculiar.” 

Some do less than nothing 


on Tahiti. Paradise Mark 
Three, where we touch down 
at 2.30am. On the offshore 
island of Moorea. the vegeta- 
tion is even more lush than in 
the Cooks and four-wheel 
drives trundle up near-vertical 
mountain tracks taking tour- 
ists from one spectacular view 
to Ihe next. 

We lunch at Tiki Village, 
where muscular young men in 
tight loincloths tattoo visitors, 
and shapely young women in 
coconut-shell bras strum uku- 
leles. It’S the back-to-nature 
brainchild of Olivier Briac. a 
former Moulin Rouge chore- 
ographer who now calls him- 
self Le Sauvage Blanc. He 
walks around bare-chested, 
wears a sarong and has a 
scarlet hibiscus behind his 
{right/married) ear. 

So is this the ultimate para- 
dise? “Paradise is in your 
head." he says, flashing a 
matinee idol smile. 'It could be 
devilish if you were unhappy." 

As we wait for the bus 10 the 
next resort, the Bee Gees give 
way to Abba on the village 
ghetto-blaster, the skies dark- 
en and a storm breaks over 
Piaradise. We keep smiling. 


HAVA 
SUMMER 
HOLIDAY 
THIS WINTER. 


Even as Britain shivers, the 

weather in Elat is bright and 

bot_ Where better to sizzle in 
the sun, from just j£249 a week? 

JEHac is just five hours away, with 
flights from Luton, Garwick. 
Heathrow and Manchester. 


OUiKLTOURSON 

0181 343 0590 

IILAT 

HAVA CHEAT HOLIDAY IK ISIAEL 

ATOL *4l ABTA VMft 


J came back from my Saga Holt 
2 weeks older and 10 years younger... 
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To buy 
or not 

to buy 
in Dubai 
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The Creek which cuts through the centre of the city 


Dubai’s 

shopping festival 
draws the big 
spenders. But 
bargains can be 
elusive, says 
Jo Foley 

I t was sale time in down- 
town Dubai and we were 
there to make the most of 
it. For one month each 
spring, this Gulf city — one of 
the seven emirates that forms 
file United Arab Emirates — 
holds a shopping festival. This 
years runs from March 19 to 
April IS. Last year, three of us. 
intrepid shoppers to a woman, 
with at least a black belt each 
in bargain hunting, took on 
.the mails, markets, souks and 
Stores. 

For two days we went bade 
and forth across the Creek (the 
deep water inlet that cuts 
through the centre of the city), 
rushing horn bus to boat to 
taxi, scouring the stalls, mar - 
kets and marble-and-chrome 
shopping malls for something 
to buy. 

There are more than a dozen 
shopping malls in downtown 
Dubai, bousing everything 
from perfumeries to shoe- 
shops, electronics outlets to 
sports shops, men's, women’s 
and children's shops, designer 
boutiques, supermarkets, 
record stores and fast-food 
joints. 

All the labels are there: 
Gucci, Dior. DKNY, Adidas. 
Reebok, Hugo Boss, Given- 
chy. even Ikea. 


FACT FILE 


■ Getting there; Jo 
Foley travelled with Qty 
Escap ades (b rochareg 
0990437227. reservations 
0181-563 8959), which 
unti March 31 offers four 
nights at Le Meridlen 
Jiuneira Beach Hotel, 
including breakfast and 
BA flights, from £719, or 
from E759 between April 
H2. During the shopping 
festival (March 19 — 

April 18) a three-eight 
package costs from 

£644. Prices are per person, 
based on two sharing. 

■ Climate; Average 
temperature throughout the 
year is 27C although it 
can reach 40C in the 
summer. 

■ Red tape Visas 
required: contact the United 
Arab Emirates embassy 

on 0171-581 1281/41 a 

■ Clothing: Dubai is a 
Muslim dty and women 
should avoid wearing 
anything that is too tight or 
revealing while men 

are expecled to wear a top 
in public. At the beach 
or by the pod bikinis are 
acceptable - but not 
topless sunbathing. 

■ Further reading: 

Dubai Explorer (Ocean 
Wave.EV4.99 % Middle 
East on a Shoestring 
{Lonely Planet £13.99}. 


But al the end of two days, 
our meagre haul amounted to 
one pair of sandals, one py- 
thon-patterned chiffon T-shirt, 
one silver torque (a twisted 
necklace), two silver bangles, 
five CDs, several grams of 
saffron, half a kflo of dried 
rose petals and two pairs of 
trendy Persol sunglasses 
which we'd had to fight over. 

We were speechless with 
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Savvy shopphtt Soros 
smaller estaWKhmcnis 
offer discount* which 
they are not licensed to 
advertise, so it's worth 
taking a chance un the 
less likdy-Ia&ing places. 

Keep an eye on the 
exchange rate and goW 
prices, listed al the air- 
port. in holds and m 
local newspapers. li\ 
worth haggling on gold. 
Cuts of between 10 and 15 
per cent are the norm. 
Unexpected pleasures 
Expect to find gold, 
spiers and designer-label 
bargains. Caviar is 
cheap and widely avail- 
able. Saffron and erode 
oils are very cheap. 
Faking it ft? designer 
goods at back-street 
prices, head ..to the 
Karama district, where 
you'll find realistic repro- 
ductions. Good deals to 

be had on ieans, clothes. 

shoes and fake watches. 
Knowing your limits: 
Travellers returning to 
the UK from non-EU 
countries have to pay 
duty on gifts and suuve- 



v- \ 


- 



-t : - v--s 


. '■ m 

f r * * 

*- 

' ? ' * Mi 



f- 


****'■„ £ . 


I 

mi?:;.: 





.V >:% 
r - - 

t •?. 







& 


k» * , W. 

• P . .v _ ' 







More than a dozen shopping mails make downtown Dubai a paradise for bargain hunters. Gold prices are among the cheapest in the world 


failure. It was not because 
there was a dearth of goodies 
— it was just because every- 
thing was either the wrong 
size or not to our taste. 

All the styles on offer 
seemed to have been chosen 
with the indigenous or expatri- 
ate market in mind, and were 
either too shiny, too glittery or 
too bright for us. Some of them 
would have looked terrific in 


Maxbella or Margate, but not 
in London or Manchester. 

It was the same with the 
cosmetic shades — sea-green 
eyeshadow has never worked 
in daylight 

And although there were 
some severely elegant outfits 
in tile Donna Karan boutique, 
we knew we could get them 
more cheaply in the United 
States. 
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The gold, however, was 
awesome. Gold prices in Du- 
bai are among the cheapest in 
the world and the gold souk, 
with every square centimetre 
glittering and gleaming, is the 
sort of place where you might 
expect Aladdin to meet Midas. 

While we were there the 
merchants had thought up a 
great incentive: for every 500 
dirhams spent (£83), your 
name was entered into a free 
daily raffle to win a kilo of 
gold At the end of the month 
all tiie names were entered for 
the biggest prize— ten kilos of 
gold. 

Not since the great Yukon 
gold rush did so many go in 
search of so much. We really 
tried to buy. We agonised over 
so many trays of rings, ban- 
gles, chains and earrings. 

One of us nearly parted with 
serious money for a pair of 
drop earrings with pearls, but 
inspected in the cold light of 
day they somehow lost their 
appeal. 

The gold was of the 22 and 
24-carat variety, which is hot 
only the purest but also the 
brightest yellow — too garish 
for pallid northern lobes and 
necks. 

There were some 18 carat 
items but they were few and 
unexciting — little chains and 
gated bracelets — hence our 
desperation to splash out 
when, on the periphery of the 
main gold souk, we found the 
silver m er c h ants. 

The prices were exceptional: 
about £8 to £12 for heavy, wide 
bangles and £18 for an elegant 
torque. 

The CDs were bought in 
another frenzied attempt to 
spend — three for just over £18. 
Other bargains were the saf- 
fron which, even though it 
purported to come from Spain, 
was a mere E5 far a substantial 
box, while the rose petals were 


almost nothing: £3 for a huge 
bag. 

The chiffon T-shirt was all of 
£12 in the bargain basement of 
a hold boutique while the 
sandals — high, blade and 
strappy — were a mere £18. 
The sunglasses were £38 a 
pair, almost half what we 
would have paid in London. 

These finds didn't really 
make up for our retail disap- 
pointment, but the raffles did. 
Dubai Duty Free, at the air- 
port, is renowned far its car 
raffles, but during the shop- 
ping festival there were raffles 
everywhere. 

Far £20 you could win a 
Porsche, a Mercedes, a BMW 
or some other piece of serious 
machinery and as only 1,000 
tickets were sold for each 
contest the odds were extreme- 
ly good. 
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Watch the locals shop 

nirs worth mure than 
£145. Dubai Dufy Free is 
famous for its wide selec- 
tion or leatherware and 
electronics, as well as the 
usual spirits, tobacco 
and cosmetics, so give 
yourself plenty of time. 
Paying your way: Major 
credit cards are accepted , 
everywhere, and it is 
easy fo exchange sterling 
- or travellers’ cheques. 
Mtoqmisxne fire expert- 
tact: Usual shop open- 
ing hoursareQam t° lpm 
ana 4pm to 9pm. irs 
cooler at night aqd (he 
lighting lends a hiareto 
the gold and jewellery. " > 
Stop off at local 
shawarma outlets for 
chicken or lamb with 
salad stuffed into warm 
Arabic bread. Most ho- 
ods have restaurants: 
with a range of Indian^ 
Thai, Chinese and rilipi? 
no dishes for less than E2. . 
Further ' Information; 
Dubai Department of 
Tourism and Commerce 
Marketing (0171-839 
0580): United Arab Emir- 
ates Embassy (0171*581 
1281/4113): Arabian In- 
centives (0181-900 02SQ), 
for groups: Shopping 
Festival Website: 
http:/ / DubfliSF.cu/n. 

Chloe 

Bryan-Brown 


Virgin MegaSavers 


W e became like 
women posses- 
sed and even 
formed a syndi- 
cate to treble our chances, 
while planning how to spend 
our shared thousands. The 
real prize in Dubai, however, 
is the desert, and when the 
shopping gets too much it’s 
definitely worth a visit. ■ 
Tbur organisers and opera- 
tors now offer rand-skiing, 
dune driving and vmdi bash- 
ing (driving across diy river 
beds), but to my mind, all you 
really need to do is (o wonder 
at the size and silence of it. 

About an hour's drive from 
the city through the desert will 
bring yew to Hatta — an old 
fort an the edge of a mountain 
range. 

The surrounding landscape, 
with Us near-Biblical vistas 
and hidden freshwater pools, 
is erne of the most beautiful you 
can see anywhere within a 
seven-hour flight from 
London- 
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The A fate# Ulondt huiorv embmea dupurrcbM, knitftt* and fortresses. 
YeL,fodtionaUe shops, bam and mtmranU lace its amts and squares, 
and hidden coax irilh surt-dnrtdted beaches arr Just uniting 
ffjSfc to br dtseonen*/ Ml tfiit and fivn/Mr English speaking pmpie. 

Mr raafc \hlla Uie perfte foundation for the pafict toliduK ■ 

Ihr more uformation abort thr jJ /attar Is&mdt, aril 0171292 -000. 
E-ianB: Utbtbr: http:fitunrJnmim.fa^jUL 

r / /T* os 


MALTESE 

ISLANDS 




or-'jr-oL tv ^ <x7r 


TftRKEY 


J? a u 

D R E A 

SPECIALIST in tracfoional 
N hoomn fcyh t d w r ten , 

Also Boating house parlies 
ideal for single travellers 
or couples. [Gourmet food) 

0171 637 8921 
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hi Jamaica 

finds more to see 
than beautifu l 
beaches and 
_ reggae bars 

P ffhaps Hie best mo- 
ment was waking at 
town m the hanu^ck 
slung in the veranda. 
Daylight snuffed the lingerie 
5*2 ^ the forest bink 

f£?«*ss!pv t : 

ytong navai officer, and still 
in one piece, he guarded the 
island agamst the french and 
enjoyed plantation life — ah 
though he did not sleep in the 
hammock. 

Not that I had to. Possibly it 
was perverse to forsake die 
magisterial four-poster. But I 
had slept in die bed die night 
before, the breeze filtering 
through the veranda doors, 
the fireflies darting; and since 
Strawberry Hill is an uncon- 
ventumal hold, a weightless 
sleepin the hammock seemed 
perfectly appropriate. 

In a way. Strawberry Hill 
reminded me of Portnieirion 
in North Wales, the original 
unconventional hotel, Port- 
metrion’S creator. Sir Clo ugh 
Willi ams-EUis, would have 
admired its commanding pos- 
ition in a botanical garden at 
3,000ft with a glorious view 
over Kingston Harbour. 

Sir Clough, master of pictur- 
esque vistas, also would have 
approved of the white-painted 
wooden cottages set harmoni- 
ously into the hillside. There is 
no air-conditioning, and 
breezes are lured through 
louvres and fretwork screens. 
The screens in my cottage 
were amusingly erotic and. 
like the beautiful colonial fur- 
niture. were made in the 
hotel's workshops. 

The hotel opened four years 
ago. the Great House of the 
old Strawberry Hill plantation 
having Mown away in the 
hurricane of 1988. Standing so 
far above the sea. Strawberry 
Hill provides part of the 
answer to the question of what 
you can do in Jamaica if you 
like beaches, but only up to a 
point 


bupbitvanwyk 
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hen a guest atone 
of the popular re- 
sort holds asked 
at reception for 
tmaican dollars, the dak 
ms puzded. Why would any- 
ne want to leave this en- 
osed, all-inclusive resort 
rithifs pools, restaurants, free 
ars. and beach fences to keep 
k hustlers out? 

Therv she tuned in to the 
uesfs accent. “Ah, British, 
tes. sometimes you people like 
i go outside." 

Visitors wh o do venture 
eyond the Strawberry H31 
anptex are shepherded by 
j re-footed guides up the spec- 
ial iar Dunn’s River Falls, or 
riven by bike-tour companies 
j a hilltop from where they 
eewhed down; others go 
ifdng. StflL foe only Jamai- 
ins many tourists see are foe 
Niters and bar staff. 

But a few days with, a rented 
ir. a map and healthy curio- 
ity reveal possibilities- in a 
jarvellous hinterland never 
iplored by coastbound tow- 
ns. The mountains, reaching 
tore than 7.000ft. are en- 
tailing and you can walk 
trough forests and among 
vers and waterfalls with a 
•use of real exploration. If 
au like history to provide 
aflast to a holiday, there are 
vocative remnants — fortifi- 
itions. houses, churches and 
lace names — erf the island’s 
istorical stewpot of bucca- 
eers. planters, slaves, rebels, 
lissionaries and heroes. 

You can trail pirates such as 
alico Jack, nicknamed for his 
tsie in underpants, and foe 
Welshman Sir Henry Mar- 
in. who ruled Jamaica as 



JAMAICA FACT F!L 


■ Getting there Tirvor Rsblodc flew with Air Jamaica (D1SI- 
570 7999). winch flics from London to Kington four times a week. 
Apex feres start at £741 phis £20 departure tax. NanApec 
returns horn £861, £20 departure tax. _ 

■ He stayed at Strawberry Hill and Goldeneye: operated by 
Island Outpost. Reservations 0800 6147901 Arxommodarion at 
Gokleiuye range s froaa 090. plus Government taut of 22J per 
cent per day. (o C3jQ0Q pins Ox far but Fleming House. One . 
bedroom at Strawberry HQ1 costs from £150pa-day phu tax 
far two people sharing. 

■ Visas air not necessary for British or Irish passport holders 
: and visitors are generally allowed to sta y far u p to six months 

providing they love a valid ponport and proof of onward 
travel. Tbe depart ur e tax is £9.The Jamaican High Commiraian 
can answer queries an 0I7F8Z399IL 

■ Best tiine to go: The peak tourist season is bom mki- 
Deaaober tomki-April when tbe ramJaH is appealing low. 

bigb liupw^^ ni AetBBmx parnadariy during 
September and October. - 

■Tbura* attractions indude Carnival {Busyear from March ’ 

30 to April <9 with parades, music and cotane in Montego Bay, 
Ocfao Rios and — hottest of a0-- Kingston, where the week of 
festivities drnunes on Aprils with hundreds of thousands of 
Jamaicans taking to the streets for a colourful and musical 
procession. 

theOn^^OT’s best known and loved soar arid regipe bands. 

M farther information and loafing Jamaica Tourist Board 
<0171-2240505). Jamaica: the Rough Gride (Rough Guides. £9.99* 
Jamaica: A Travel Survival Kit (Lonely Planet, flL99>: . 

Jamaica Visitor's Gride. (Macmillan, £&95k Pocket Jamaica 
(FodortTVavdPnbficatious, £7.99). 



.governor and died here. As a 
young man. Nelson com- 
manded Fort Charles on 
Kingston Harbour, and -a 
marble tablet in his honour 
gently admonishes: “You who 
tread his footprints. Remem- 
ber his glory." 

Above all there is the plea- 
sure of country roads, lesser- 
known beaches and meeting 
Jamaica's unhurried people- 
posters everywhere proclaim 
that you are never for from 
music and dancing. A reggae 
party poster promised “This 
Will Be A Total Niceness". 

Violence in foe capital of 
Kingston, where a third erf foe 


country's 25 million people 
live, is a stain on Jamaica’s 
reputation. But most of the 
island is safe and agreeable, 
and in Kingston itself, trouble 
is mostly rooted in waterfront 
districts where bitter gang 
rivalry thrives. • 

“We are voluble people," Sir 
Howard Cooke, foe 82year- 
old governor-general told me. 
"Usually there is more noise 
than vtaoom, though some- 
times because of politics, it is 
just venom." 

Bob Mariey. foe reggae 
superstar, grew up in a Kings- 
ton ghetto and his music 
stemmed from its contents and 


suffering. His image is every- 
where in Jamaica and his 
home in Kingston, with its 
recording studio, library and 
collection of best-selling 
records, is a temple. There’s a 
pleasant little restaurant there 
and I re c omm end the brown 
chicken stew. 

A painted cement statue of 
Mariey commands foe en- 
trance and inside are his bed, 
guitars, slippers, rooms pa- 
pered with fading news cut- 
tings and prize-winning discs. 
You can also see the boles in 
foe wall made by bullets 
during foe attempt on his life 
in 1976, five years before his 
death from cancer. "Bob," 
remarked his widow -Rita 
Mariey, "is still lighting 
sparks around foe world. 
Here, we keep foe flame 
alive." 

After ttw> sybaritic mghis at 
Strawberry Hill we drove 
over foe Blue Mountains, de- 
scending foe wriggly pothded 
road to Buff Bay an foe 
northeast coast We swam at 
foe Blue Lagoon near Port 
Antonia an old banana town 
with luxurious villas and ho- 
tels, which still trades on the 
name of foe old rook Errol 
Flynn, who playbcyed round 
hoe. 

The Roof Club, which filled 
our skulls with rhythm, was a 
spirited • but well-ordered 
nightspot with a sign warning: 
“Ftarbidden To Smoke Ganja 
in Here". Elsewhere on the 
island, you don’t travel far 
without encountering that cer- 
tain sniff of what many Jamai- 
cans regard as the holy herb. 

Heading west on the coast 
road, we stopped frequently in 
villages, markets, old colonial 
buildings, churches and cafes. 
We ate goat cuny, salt fish and 
ackee, foe fruit which cooks 
like scrambled egg. We had a 
morning's riding m the forest 
of foe 18dvcentury Prospect 
Plantation. 

One hot afternoon we met 
Samuel proprietor of a go-go 
bar at Armotto Bay. There 
were no customers. A bored 
bar-girl was washing tele- 
vision. Samuel sat in from of a 
mural depicting Haile Selassie 
and Mariey, foe Rastafarian 
heroes. He was studying a 
well-thumbed Bible. “I read it 
every day. It has all I need: 


psychology, biology, history 
and sex." 

It helped to have a few 
words of the latest vocabulary, 
like “Everyring cris," meaning 
everything’s fine, and the part- 
ing salutation “Respect," to 
which foe correct response is 
“Maximum Respect" 

The word bashment I took 
to mean a bash, a party, but 
Rose Campbell, who invited 
us to the Day and Night Jam 
and domino tournament at 
her bar in an old railway 
station, said she herself would 
be the bashment. “So," 1 
asked, "What does bashment 
mean?" “It means," Rose said, 
“that I will be wearing a sexy 
dress." 

Ocfao Rios is foil of hotels. 


some ugly, where shuttling 
cruise ships disgorge their 
crowds. We escaped to Noel 
Coward's hilltop refuge, foe 
house called Firefly on Henry 
Morgan's old Llanrumney 
Estate. 

T he house Coward 
built is much as it was 
when he died in his 
four-poster mahoga- 
ny bed in J973. His simple 
grave is in the garden, where 
he used to have his sunset 
drink, looking out over foe 
sublime view. 

The house is foil of photo- 
graphs of Coward and has 
some of his paintings too. The 
sheet music of A Room With A 
View rests on one erf foe two 


baby grand pianos. A table is 
set as it was when he enter- 
tained the Queen Mother to 
lunch in 1965. Paper is rolled 
into the typewriter on foe desk, 
shirts hang in the wardrobe 
and on a bookshelf is that most 
merciful of instruments, a 
backscratcher. 

Not far away, at Goldeneye, 
foe house near Oracabessa 
where Ian Fleming wrote his 
James Bond stories, we had- 
lunch beneath almond trees 
and swam from foe private 
beach. The house is let for 
£3.000 a night 

The nearby cottage cluster 
secluded in a grove of trees is 
another unconventional hotel. 
Like Strawberry Hill, it is foe 
creation of Chris Blackwell. 


who, as Bob Marley*s produc- 
er-promoter, brought Jamai- 
can music to foe world. And, 
like Strawberry Hill, it is 
designed by foe Jamaican 
architect, Ann Hodges, and 
built by local craftsmen. 

Strawberry Hill has made 
no money yet and a spa is 
being added to attract more 
visitors. But Mr Blackwell is 
prepared to wait "Naturally, I 
would like it to make a profit 
sochi. but ifiy rule is never to 
cut corners." he says. "As in 
my music, my approach is not 
to rush but to let things grow 
organically.” 

It’s a good philosophy for 
visiting Jamaica, too. Slow 
down, get off foe beaten track 
and let the charm seep in. 



fetMtwdopportunitytocrufee 8 DAYS FROM£495 
ttgth of foe beautiful urcjout including fon board and excursions 
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sitting restaurant. Excursions are made as appro- 
priate to the Itinerary. 

DEPARTURE DATES & PRICES 

IMgSaturiajA-peiyericn 

jntfwmcabtnoalheMidillrDtdt 

March 28 -April 11, IS, 25- May 16 
AH departures£495.00 
Single room£225 -Top D«*jE 95 
Deluxe {Lower Deck) £150 

MihMa MwpwotiUlWB^wt Trighfcf— qgw hr 
ijM on ttwAilADoura. full brard. rajrewrft. KrvwWotlWUW 
■m». OK departure tM-Xrt la c h i n* 
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21 Dorset Squore, LondonNW 1 6QG 
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A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 
AROUND IBERIA 


Day 1 We sail from Dover 
enjoying a splendid view of 
the White Cliffs. 

Day 2 Relax at sea. Enjoy 
our Welcome Cocktail Party 
and Gala Dinner. 

Day 3 From Names we visit 
the Cathedral Ducal Palace 
and Angers, home to France's 
oldest tapestry. Or sample 
the delights of Muscadet's 
vineyards at our wine tasting. 

Day 4 explore Bordeaux 
including the attractive Old 
Town quarters and enjoy a 
wine tasting with our wine 
expert. 

Day 5 At sea. Enjoy a 
cookery demonstration. 

Day 6 Our destination 
today is magnificent Santiago 
de Compostela. 

Day 7 Oporto. We explore 
the Stock Exchange vrilh its 
Arabian Hall and a leading 
port house. Or join our visit to 
the Palace of the Dukes of 
Braganza at Guimaraes. 

Days 8 41 9 We enjoy the 
fascinating city of Lisbon, 
which, according to legend, 
was founded by Ulysses. 



Iberia: t A Summer Collection 
15 Days 5-19 August 



We visit the Jcronymos 
Monastery and the Gufoenkian 
Museum. Or explore Sintra, 
Lord Byron's glorious Eden, 
and the palace at Qucluz. 

Day 10 Join our sightseeing 
tour of majestic Seville 
including the worlds largest 
gothic Cathedral, the 
AJacasar and the Barrio de 
Santa Cruz. Or perhaps visit 
a sherry bodega in Jerez. 

Day It From Malaga, 
birthplace of Picasso, we tour 
Granada including the world 
renowned Alhambra Palace 
and Generalifc Gardens. 

Day 12 Relax on deck or 
browse through our ftne 
library. 

Day 13 From Alahon we 
explore the old Moorish town 
ofCiudadela. 

Day 14 Relaxing day at sea. 

Day 1 $ We explore Rttnptii, 
Herculaneum or tbe Royal 
Palace at Capodimonte before 
the return flight from Naples 
to London. 

Special interests on this cruise 
will be Wine and Music. 


For bookings or a brochure call 

0171 800 2200 

or see your ABTA travel agent. 
Quote Rrf-ibBfal 
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Ski touring in Switzerland is still as tough as it was in Conan Doyle’s day. “You must not fid over, and you must not stop,” snapped oar guide 


ANCIENT RUSSIA 

ami ify 7/ a/e/w aij<s 



A visit to Russia for 
the genuine 
traveller is one of 
life’s great experiences. So 
many just dip their toes 
in the water with a brief 
visit to Moscow or St 
Petersburg which is 
interesting enough in its 
own way. However; for a 
comprehensive 
experience, there is 
nothing like a two week 
trip which includes both 
Moscow and St ftcersburg, 
together with the dries of 
the Golden Ring and the 
delights of the changeless Russian 
countryside. 

With three days in both Moscow and 
St Petersburg there is plenty or time to 
explore the sngfats. The remaining eight 
days are spent journeying between the 
two dries on an intricate partem of 
connecting rivers, canals and lakes 
which will take us through a rolling 
landscape, dotted with farms, villages 
and towns, their rooftops often 
dominated by erotically shaped 
onion-domed churches. 


A 14 night river journey linking Russia's two 
greatest cities - Moscow & St Petersburg 

MAY TO SEPTEMBER 1998 

Our exploration of ancient Russia 
mil introduce us to die magical 
Golden Ring dries of Holy Russia 
which still preserve cbdr medieval 
kremlins, fortified monasteries and 
beautiful cathedrals and churches. In 
the great forests of Kardiya we will 
encounter the vast lakes of Ladoga and 


These large modem 
vessels were specially 
deseed for the Russian 
waterways and each 
accommodates up to 260 
passengers in ‘outside’ 
cabins with private shower 
and BdeL The vessels are 
under a long term chatter 
to an Ameri ca n company 
who are responsible fix die 
day to day operation of the 
vessel This is an important 
cooadaarioawfam 
selecting yoor vessel as our 
ships are only marketed in 
English speaking countries 
and consequently English is 
die language used onboard, unlike many 
other vessels which arc multtfingjiaL 

Tbe pobfic aeas include lounges, bars, 
room. 


and ofasemoon. IlxvisselsareaiF- 
coadakHied throughout rod offer a good 
leveiofaOTforcTbeinedsonboariare 



timeless quality of the Russian 
countryside. 

MS LENIN & MS LITVINOV 
The ideal way to explore Russia is aboard 
a comfortable river vesseL Apart 
from tbe obvwns convenience of 


PUSHHN 


NrosuHr'-s. 

XoStiWM 

to*?2»wr ,,'UfiUEK 
' Canal 


avoiding packing tong coach 
journeys and infamous domestic 
Qifjus, your river ship affords an 
exceflenr means for seeing much 
more of Russia than would be the 
case bf other methods of transport. 
Sailing past villages and towns, 


rating posts in the Middle Ages, 
you are abfero observe rireiskfe fife 
and horn an often central mooring 
position, explore die port of call 


indude some traditional Russim dishes. 

Priasptr person dming a tymbe^ed , 
cabmrmg from. £1205 aidfom £2795 

jor sole occupancy of a double cabin 

Price indndes: Scheduled air tend, 14 
nights cruise on full board, excursions, 
entrance fees (except in die cathedrals 
in the Moscow Kremlin}, transportation, 
local prides, UK departure tax, airport 
taxes, guest fectraa; anise director and 
tour manager. 

Not indodir^ Travel insurance, Russia} 
visa, optional eaansfoas, rips to crew. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

Please telephone 0171-109 0376 

(7 ApawetkdminjcJIce hood. 


1 1 OURUS STREET, MAYFAl*, ION DON WTX M 
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FACT 


■ Minty CEncfa stayed 

is Davos as a gnest of Swiss 
Travel Service (01992 
456123}. Hotel Ftflda. seven 
nights’ hatf board, from 
E7t2 iodwfing scheduled 
flights, with gvailahffity 
in Maitfa and April; 1996-99 
winter holidays booked 
before March 31 wffl be at 
1997-98 prices. 

■ The Conan Doyle 
Classic can be arranged 
through the Swiss Ski 
School in Davos Dacf $0 41 
81 416 2454). A mountain 
guide casts £115 a day (far 
one lo three people). 

Details: Davos Tborist 
Office (00 41 81415 2ZZQ. 

■ Many Conan Doyle 
rnrtnmasts are drawn to 
Memngen. in die 
eastern Bernese Oberiand, 
site of theRexdaenbadi 
Falls where Sherlock 
Holmes and the evil 
Modaiiy plunged to their 

fiftilWia) dwftw. 

British Hoboes fans 
make an occasional 
pilgrimage these in May 
(the Sherlock Hohna 
Sodrty. 0181-540 7657 or 
01689 8I13H has deiails*, 
and there is a small 
Sheriock Hoboes Museum 
in Memngen 

(004133971414). 



the mountain 



*vinn naturally ex pect own H ftw hew yoo are? be ginn i n g.* Cwum Doyle wrotg 


O 


a Matt* 23, 1894. 
Arthur Conan 
Doyte made history 
by crossing the 
Maienfekter Furka pass from 
Davos to Arosaan skis. He left 
under “a great pate moon in a 
violet sky", a Renaissance man 
carrying 8ft “Norwegian 
snowshoes" cm his shoulder. 
His companions were Switzer- 
land’s rid pioneers, Tobias 
and Johannes Branger, re- 
spectivety a saddler and & 
aimmw mountain guide. 

As the spring sun rose over 
tire mountains, the trio 
st ra pped on their snowshoes 
with makeshift leather bind- 
ings and fell mUo a rhythm far 
the trudge op to die 2A40m 
pass. In the late morning, they 
descended through deep pow- 
der, arriving at the Hotel See- 
fekl in time tor lunch. 

A piece of cake, or so it 
seemed more than 100 years 
later in the bar of the Hotel 
FKkda as our grade told us ibe 
itinerary for the next day. 
After breakfast* we would take 
die bus froto Davos to 
Pr au en kir dr to riS&E our ad- 
venture, whereas Oman 
Doyle had walked. We would 
riiiiih OB touring skis with' 
skins, whereas he used rotfr 
mentary string nets to prevent 
his rids from dipping back- 
wards. We had the best weath- 
erproof dotting, whereas he 
wore a Harris tweed ottfit that 
his taDor had assured him was 
indestructible. The trip to Aro- 
sa would prove this boast 
wrong. “He [the tailor] will 
find samples of his ware on 
view from tire Furica Pass to 
Aras*," Conan Doyle wrote in 
an account of tbe journey in 
Strand Magazine. 

Cbnan DqyleNtwt^yearflir- 
tation with Davos began in the 
autumn of 1893 when he 
booked his wife, Louise, into 
one of the sanatoriums for 
whkb the town was famous. 
At 35, he was at tbe peak of his 
powers, as a doctor and scien- 
tist as weU as a novefiri; yet be 
readfly gave it ail up for tbe 
sfim hope of curing Louise'S 
tuberculosis. He sold his 
house and furniture, left their 
two young children with his 
motto: and killed off Sherlock 
Holmes — only temporarily, it 
transpired — to concentrate on 
his beloved Touae". 

When rite began to recover, 
he found time to follow up 
Tobias Bi-anger's advertise- 
ment for the 'snowshoes” he 
had imported from Norway in 
1890. The Branger brothers’ 


The creator of 
Sherlock Holmes 
was one of the 
first skiers. 

Minty Clinch 

reports 



first attempts to teach them- 
selves to ski excited so much 
ridicule that they pre ferred to 
practise id night, but fay the 
time Oman Dflyfe knocked on 
their door, they had developed 
an effective technique for brak- 
ing. icing a long pole. The 
novelist was not so sure. 

“You naturally expect trou- 
ble when you me beginning, 
and you are not likely to be 
disappointed,” he wrote, “but 
as you get on a little, the thing 
becomes more irritating. The 
skis are the most capricious 
tilings upon the earth. One 
day you cannot go wrong with 
them cm another, with the 
same weather and the same 
snow, you cannot go right Far 
a man who suffers from too 
much dignity, a course of 
Norwegian snowshoes would 
have a fine moral effect" 

Quite so. I tried to take his 
words to heart as we left 
civilisation, initially far a for- 
est trail then for the open 
spaces near the top of the pass 
as deserted as in Sir Arthurs 

day- . 

As we rose into a whitened, 
our guide suffered a panic 
attack. “You must not fell 
over,” he snapped, “and you 
must not step.” In the face of a 
nippy little wind that flayed 
oar feces, we completed the 
940m dimb in four hours and 
started our descent . 

Conan Doyle described a 50- 
to$0 degree slope coding in 
“an absolute precipice, where 
a sip might have been seri- 
ous”: As good guides should, 
the Brangers walked below 


him for half a mile to break his 
fell if need be. 

Then came “the real sport of 
snowshoeingt wc shot along 
over gently dipping curves, 
skimming down the valley 
withouta morion of our feet In 
that great untrodden waste, 
with snowfields bounding vi- 
sion an every side, and no 
marks of life save the trade of 
chamois and foxes, it was 
glorious to whiz along in this 
easy fashion.” 

More precipices awaited 
further down, so steep that the 
Brangers lashed their rids 
together to fashion impromptu 
toboggans. “Sitting on our 
skis, with own heels dug into 
the snow arid our sticks 
pressed hard down behind us, 
we began to move (fownthe 
prec ipi t o us face of tire pass.” 
Conan Doyle wrote. “I think 
both my4xxnpanions came to 
grief over it I know they were 
as white as Lot’s wife at the 
bottom." 

With modem techniques 
and equipment, the precipice 
factor was much reduced and 
we worked our way dawn over 
a glittering sheen of ice cover- 
ing pockets ctf false snow. 


Ti 


[urn. turn," cried our 
guide, obsessed 
with getting back to 
his wife or his local 
bar as soon as possible. 1 
reflected on lunch in the 
Seefdd Hotel and let caution 
rule, but tire guide had the last 
laugh as we stopped on tire 
banks of the lake at Arosa. 
Where was fire town? Trium- 
phantly. he pointed up the hill. 
Rsrty torturous minutes later 
we were snatching a beer at 
the railway station before the 
three-hour journey back to 
Davos. A wizened ancient then 
explained that it was possible 
to take a lift up tire Strata pass 
and ski down to Arosa without 
breaking sweat. 

Conan Doyle made tire trip 
in reverse four days later. 
Within a month, he had 
dim bed tire Bramabud on the 
other side of the Davos valley. 

"I am convinced," he wrote, 
“that the tiore will crane when 
hundreds of Englishmen will 
come to Switzerland far the 
riding season. I believe I may 
be tire first, save only two 
Switzers, to do any mountain 
work, but I am certain I wfll 
not fay many thousands -be the 


it he was: tire 
T-bar is there to 


prove it 







In the Cayman Islands the beaches are powder white, tire seat is turquoise and 
the average year round temperature $2*F. Snorkel with tire stingrays. YWt Caymanian 
ullages and meet our friendly people. Stroll thrtiu^i tbe Queen Efabetix II Botanic 
Fade. Pky gotf on championship courses. Rise xd the challenge of exxiting wall ^,ts. 

In a world where r e la x a tio n is hard to oonre fay, isn't it good to know you will 
find it here in tins peacefifl British Crown Colony in (he Caribbean? 

British Airways fly direct three times a week. And holidays start from only £649 
for one week 
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ease 


T7 ^nCoughlan wanted to take 
— ?“l2£P!Hiebe least stressful? 


Y ou must have seen 
the couple travelling 
with the baby from 
hell. Whether it's in a 
departure lounge or a railway 
station, there’s always the 
same grim scene of a cater- 
wauling infant Banked by 
exhausted parents, often 
covered in baby yoghurt and 
shouting bitter recriminations 
at each other. The only re- 
maining issue is whether they 
ring the dry cleaners or the 
divorce lawyers first. 

Travelling with a baby that 
has decided it doesn't want to 
travel can be a chilling experi- 
ence. So any attempt to ease 
the path of the parental travel- 
ler is to be warmly welcomed. 
On the keenly competitive 
I/)ndon-to-ftiris route, where 
every passenger counts, both 
Eurostar and the airlines have 
taken steps to attract parents 
with young children. 

But how do they really 
compare? Travelling with our 
six-month -old daughter, said 
friends, would be about as 
relaxing as taking a hungry 
goat around a-supenpaiteL 
Tftere’d be chaos, tantrums . 
and tears. Thercd bi ni access 
for the pushchair. The baby 
would hate the long, train - 
journey and scream her way 
through takeoff and landing. 
ThcreTd be parental angst in 
abundance. 

In practice, when my wife 
Estelle and I tested both - 
journeys, our fears proved 
unfounded as both Eurostar 
and Air France were reassur- 
ingly well-equipped. Anna, 
our baby test pilot, dazed 
untroubled through much of 
both journeys, lulled by die 
motion into sleep. And the 
facilities in Heathrow and on 
board the train made-feeding 
and changing relatively has- 
sle-free. 

Where both journeys be- 
came much more difficult was 
the getting to and from city 
centres and airports and rail- 
way stations. Travelling with a 
baby in a pushchair on a 
crowded tube to Heathrow is a 
slow-motion glimpse of purga- 
tory. In Paris, the journeys 
from Charles de Gaulle and 


AH set to ga* Sean 
Goughian and six-month- 
oH Anna (above) board the 
train far the Paris leg of the 
journey 

The Coughlans' journey 

despitev^mfa^ to §» 
contrary from friends 



SEANCQUGKLAN 



Connections: Paris is 40 minutes from Heathrow 


PARIS FACT FILE 


■ The Coughlan family travelled bv 
Eurostar and Air France. Eurostar 
trains (0990 1S6186) travel London to 
Paris 16 times a day. Adult Dares from 
£69 return: children three and under 
go free. 

■ Air France (0181-742 6600) flies to 
Paris 14 times a day from Heathrow and 
five times from London City Airport. 
Adult fores are from £88 return (plus £17 
airport tax), with 10 per cent 
surcharge for children under 2. 

■ Useful reading: Trawl with 
Children (lamely Hand, £6.95): Around 

and About Paris by Thirza Vadois 
(Iliad Books, £12.95); Paris (Cadogan 
City Guides. £12.99). 


Buggy been there, done that Air and tail travel was manageable, and fun, for all 


Gare du Nord into the axy. 
centre were made miserable 
by underground stations de- 
signed like obstacle courses for 
anyone with a pushchair, with 
sheer-drop escalators, stair- 
cases and unmanned ticket 
turnstiles over which the push- 
chair and baby had to be 
lifted. 

ff a winner had to be 
selected, it would have to be 
the train, if only by a narrow 
margin. Although the flight 
itself was fast and comfort- 
able, getting to Heathrow and 
the processing time made the 
journey feel much longer and 
as a consequence more irritat- 
ing for our infant traveller. In 
contrast, the seamlessness of 
the trip on the Eurostar train 
seemed to soothe the baby. 



IT MUST be 
some new 
kind. of paren- 
tal ri te of pas- 
sage to 

. change a 

nappy while 
travelling at high speed be- 
neath the English Channel. 
While the Eurostar train belt- 
ed through the Channel Tun- 
nel, I was getting to work with 
the Huggies. 

Each Eurostar train has a 
baby changing room, with 
mat, sink and nappy bags. As 
well as changing nappies, on 
the evening that we travelled 
the room was being used by 
parents dressing their babies 
for bed. The three-hour jour- 
ney is long enough far child- 
ren to settle down to sleep and 
our carriage, which had other 
families with young children, 
soon resembled a mobile 
dormitojy. 

On the downside, you are 
stuck on die train for three 
hours, with no way of break- 


ing the journey. So if your 
baby derides that train isn't 
the way to travel, then you’re 
in trouble. 

The only way to change the 
scenery is to take the baby on a 
tour erf the train, with such 
limited diversions as a trip to 
the buffet 

As well as selling cold 
drinks to soothe adult brows, 
the staff in the buffet were also 
happy enough to warm up a 
bottle of baby food in their 
microwave oven, although 
with the observation that an 
earlier attempt had caused a 
baby-food explosion in what 
sounded like a noxious cheese- 
flavoured Chernobyl. 

It’s difficult to generalise 
about how babies react to new 
surroundings, but our daugh- 
ter took to the journey without 
a murmur. It helps that there's 
almost no hanging around in 
the terminal beforehand, with 
passport control being on the 
train and checking-in being 
limited to putting a ticket into 
agate 

The hardest part of the 
journey was trying to get out 


of the underground system 
and into the mainline station 
-at-Gare du Nord. There were- 
no staff to open the ticket 
barrier to allow us to take the 
pushchair through. 

If two people are travelling 
with a child it is possible for 
one person to go through the 
gate while the second deals 
with baby and pushchair. But 
if you were travelling alone, I 
don't see how you would get 
through. 

Waterloo was much better 
organised far pushchair traf- 
fic, with a lift from the 
international to the mainline 
station and staff at the ticket 
gates in the tube station. 

Babies seem to come with 
an in-built, and very sensitive, 
stress detector and the 
Eurostar journey, taken as a 
whole, left our offspring smil- 
ing rather than howling. 

7T| THE greatest 

JiL disadvantage 

of taking the 
Jar plane is the 

part of the 
^ / journey over 
which the air- 
lines have least control: the 
trip to Heathrow. We live 18 
miles from the airport, in 
South London, and the jour- 1 
ney by train and tube took us 
]3| hours. The winner of the , 


London Marathon could have 
run there faster. 

- A pushchair rand' a slow, 
stop-start, overcrowded Tube 
journey are almost all the 
ingredients you need for a 
major baby meltdown, with 
parents registering stress lev- 
els high enough to show up on 
the Richter scale. 

But once we arrived at 
Heathrow’s Terminal Two 
things began to look up. In 
terms of baby facilities the 
terminal designers seem to 
have done their homework. 

There were impressively 
dean changing rooms in the 


main terminal and departure 
lounge, with changing mats, a 
bottlenwarmer and sink. - 

If you need baby food, 
there’s a branch of Boots here, 
so you can pop bottled Parsnip 
Bake and Egg Custard into 
your duty-free bags. 

Escalators and stairs are the 
great enemy of pushchairs, 
and, in terms of accessibility, 
there were ramps and lifts 
throughout the terminal offer- 
ing alternative routes. Also 
smoothing the way was the 
fa a that we were able to keep 
the pushchair until we 
reachof the departure gate. 


where ii was checked in seju-; 
ra tely. This might not sound- 
much, but if you've been stuck! 
on a tube with a baby rehears-! 
ing fora Munch painting, this* 
is some kind of parent heaven. 

The fliglu took little mon- 
th an 40 minutes and our 
daughter slept in her mother's: 
arms throughout (there was; 
no separate seal-belt), unman 
bled by takeoff or landing! 
Staff at the check-in and on! 
board were helpful and. as aj 
small perk, parents with; 
young children were given a; 
bag with baby wipes, baby 
lotion and a teething toy. I 

Getting to our hotel on the! 
Left Bank w as less straight for*, 
ward. The lift at the airport; 
terminal in Paris was broken,- 
which meant carrying baby 
and- pushchair downstair^ 
Again, getting on and off the 
RER suburban rail system 
meant hauling baby and 
pushchairover ticket barriers, 
which were all unattended. 

If the flight could be isolated 
from the rest of the journey, 
one could recommend flying 
for any baby-tating parents. 

But the largest part of the 
journey was spent do under- 
ground trains or in airports, 
so the plane comes a dose 
second to the ease and comfort 
of (he train. 
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STANFORD* Hoog Koojp excefleru rwdium da* hetfd m ^ 

ftnuiumiB^ur, ahronduioned rooms TV. mmibar. phone, hath/ 

Siam Stmar^wk fltWtfnmn. 24 hour coffee shop. Rooms are 
ainoudiiMHied with TV, radio, phone, bath and shower. 
REGENT, Chfc-Am: charming W < lass °° a , 

Minch ol'smdv beadi. CJtuiCe of restaurants, bar. 
p,„,ts. fimm riom: retilw. squash. Shnrilr tms service 
Hi,, gi xuiw arc ajwnndniuned with plume. T\ . radio, minibar. 
hjili, «.iiowcrand balcony. 
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■ To book, telephone: (ope- 

01306 744 300 

Fax: 01W« 744334 
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£89 CAR PLUS 5 PEOPLE 

Book early with Sea France and get the fowesi fare around. Just book and pay for your SeaFrance 
crossing before 31st March 1998 and it's jurf £89' for a car and five passengers standard return. 
What's more, you can change the dale and time of your toiling at no extra charge. So don't 
waste lime phoning around for the best fare ■ you've already found it! We guarantee the best 
deals from Dover to Calais. For half-price fores and no restrictions, call SeaFrance today. 


IlcT 


SEAFRANCE 

DOVER- CALAIS FERRIES 




C H.OBIT I A New Welcome. An Old Friend I I 0990 711 711 


FOB GENERAL ENQUIRIES CALL 0181 563 2792 OB CONTACT CROATIAN NATIONAL TOURISM OFFICE 
at 7 The Lanchesters, 162-164 Fulham Palace Road London Wft 9ER. Fax: 0181 563 2616. 


FbrboaUngtmd tnfenacrian wwf out we btfl a w hnpS/*»»wtoo tn 3 ii M .corn 
Ticket* noo-rdundoble. lowml Prise Gvoronm. Diwwnt bcoad on stondcnl peak (am of up to £220 
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Lesley Chamberlain joined a trail ride in Scotland, while lie Tonkins took he r own hors e on holida y t o Hampshire 

Horsing around in the forest 


A ttempting to dress five fidgeting 
bodies in travelling dothes and fit 
them and their holiday baggage 
into our lorry began to get irritating. 
Sensing the exatsnem in the air and the 
urgoicy to be away, the playful five took 
turns to kick, scream, run around and 
rduse to budge an inch. Their five owners 
behaved little better. 

Packing every thin g from protective 
boots and back-saving numnahs to water- 
proof rugs and first aid kit. as well as 
bales of hay and sacks of pony nuts, took 
ages. But finally die horses were in the 
tony and the holiday was under way. 

Five of us were taking our horses on 
holiday to the New Forest where we were 
joining two friends. Within minutes of 
arriving at Brockenhurst, the horses were 
tacked up and enjoying their first foray 
away from Surrey's suburbia. The transi- 
tion proved entertaining. Crumbs, a good- 
natured gelding, had found the ignominy 


of his pre^holiday diet 
too much to bear. Hard- 
ly had the first venture 
into toe wilds begun 
when he plucked, a dis- 
carded sandwich from 
the grass. It seemed fit- 
ting when later it was 
Crumbs who attached 
his shoe to an empty 
Coke can. The detritus of 
toe tourists who visit 
Britain’s oldest forest is 

all too visible near the 
roadside. But within minutes, on a horse, 
the traffic noise fades away and only the 
wildlife troubles the peace. Since riders 
are allowed anywhere in the forest, even 
within the enclosures where toe fences 
ensure that native ponies do not eat toe 
trees, you can explore for hours. 

For some of the horses it proved a 
puzzling experience. Sweetie, a failed 





racehorse embarking on. 
a second career, planted 
her feet an toe ground 
and snorted on first see- 
ing a river. The only 
running water such a 
pampered creature had 
previously encountered 
had came from a 
hosepipe. After a tan- 
trum and display of ac- 
robatics exclusive to 
those who are so highly 
bred as to be deficient of 
common sense, she eventually dipped a 
toe in the water. But drink from it she 
would not. Only during the lunch break at 
. a pub, where me water came from a tap 
and was saved fay the barman in a plastic 
bucket, would she drink it. Some of her 
less well-bred co mpan ions showed no 
such compunction. Zero, a four-year-old 
cob, threw himself in the river with such 


abandon that his rider only narrowly 
avoided a ducking. 

The sight of herds of New Forest ponies 
roaming free caused their domesticated 
cousins to stand astonished and brace 
themselves ready to bolt in the opposite 
direction, and a quiet canter on springy 
turf turned into a rodeo act when a 
bullock bounced carelessly out of toe 
bracken and into our path. . 

Twice as many British adnfts ride as go 

ba^fnd breakfast for brfThos^ani 
rider is growing rapidly. We stayed at 
Ford Cottage — E3 a night lor each horse 
in a field (we had brought hay and feed 
with us) and £18 ahead foe human B&B in 
the adjoining bouse. 

The horses returned home looking fitter 
and sleeker. However, I put an inch on my 
waistline and blisters on my backside: 



* 

i 


LJ Lin Jenkins, leftwith friends and horses enjoying a pub lunch in the New Forest 


Hoofing it 
across the 
Highlands 



T he only important 
question asked in the 
minibus was; "What 
are toe horses like?" 
We were on our way to the 
farm near Huntly, Aberdeen- 
shire: An hour later, galloping 
off on the first leg of our 
marathon ride across Scot- 
land. it was quite dear that 
our equine friends were toe 
real thing. 

My 16-hand bundle of en- 
thusiasm came with hearty 
advice on how to survive the 
next ten days: "Barney likes to 
arrive first.” He certainly did 
but to be fair, he gave his own 
warning: a little buck and a 
whinny of delight before every 
long green stretch. By the end I 
felt he had been worth every 
penny of toe holiday cost 
Be warned, though; the 
beautifully mannered, fit 
hunters that Fiona Hill uses 
on the Highland Horseback 
trail definitely demand experi- 
enced riders. However, if you 
are comfortable at all horsey 
paces, this holiday offers a 
rare chance to see some fabu- 
lous scenery while putting 
your riding skills and endur- 
ance to the test 
The trail from Huntly fol- 
lows the River Deveron before 
crossing over the heather- 
bedded grouse moors and 
skirting Glenfiddich Forest At 
the first night's stop, the riders 
collapsed in a comfortable 
hotel in the highest Highland 
village of Tomintoul. while the 
horses grazed in fields nearby. 



The author Lesley in action 

Highland Horseback^ driver 
Hugh brought toe luggage in 
a support vehicle. 

Day two began deceptively 
easily, with a brisk trot op to 
toe local distillery for samples 
of the I2-year-old single malt 
but by six in the evening we 
had climbed strangely high, 
with only distant deer and 
curlews for company, and 
covered about 25 miles. The 
whisky smugglers of old. with 
their pack ponies, surely man- 
aged those steep patois with 
less exhaustion man we did. 

Sandy paths through the 
pines of the ancient Caledo- 
nian forest softened the next 
day's approach to the Cairn- 
gorm Mountains, and there 
were some long, smooth 
gallops. Via the green and 
pebbly open spares of Glen 
Feshie. and a spectacular pic- 
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A keen horse and stunning scenery cantering by the Caledonian Canal on day six of the trail ride across Scotland 


nic lunch on toe summit, we 
earned out rest day with a 
long trek down towards toe 
granite town of Kingussie. 
Ibis was the place to visit toe 
laundress, take a gentle stroll 
and enjoy the delirious meals 


A vutt to {Jte c(tiirc(t oj'Sania 
CotertmL rS alltfiefiLorc movt 
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Kl Hfv cc racefujr'ie. 

Most will have heard of the patio, a truly 
spectacular bane-back horse race through the 
streets of Siena. Few will have been privy to a 
sacred ceremony in which each horse is 
blessed in the church of their Contrada. It's an 
enchanting mediaeval custom and just one of 
those memorable experiences that makes 
a holiday with The Magic of Italy so special. 

For your copy of one of our brochures 
featuring specially selected hotels, villas and 
apartments in the most beautiful locations of 
Italy, Spain or Portugal see your travel agent 

or call us on 0990 462442. 
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THE DETAILS MAKE IT MAGIC 
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prepared by the Burrows at 
the Osprey Hotel 
We moved off west sur- 
rounded by flocks of grouse 
scuttling across toe private 
estates, soon to be targets of 
the gun. Our aim was to keep 
ourselves well out of range. On 
day six we reached the summit 
of toe Cforricyaiiack Pass, 
after miles of mud underfoot 
and swirling mist round our 
hats. Genoa! Wade’s 250- 
year-old road, built to subdue 
the Highlanders, had disinte- 
grated into uneven stones and 
rivulets, but Barnqr still brake 


into a trot up a near-vertical 
biL Later, we enjoyed a long 
and glorious canter down 
towards Fort Augustus and a 
gleaming Loch Ness. 

All the way to Loch Duich. 
where toe island of Skye 
hovers just offshore, the land- 
scape kept changing. We can- 
tered through forests, trudged 
through bogs and gasped at 
the waterfall-strewn wilder- 
ness. 

As a rider with long experi- 
ence but little recent practice, I 
felt nervous initially, but I 
never wondered why I was 


there. I appreciated the 
faintly military discipline, 
with morning and evening 
grooming and feeding, and 
heavy tadc to cany. Age is no 


ivy tack to cany, 
bamer, but it certa. 
to be fit 


helps 


• Fiona H3I arranges tmii 
rides from Mar to S eptem be r. The 
ride across Scotland, indading 
meals and accamnodanon. costs 
SJjOSO. Contact: Highland 
Horseback. Gcunuzrazt, Glass , 
Huntiey. Aberdeenshire AB54 
4XA (01466700304). . 



Easter Educational Cruises 

• Choose firm two 7 night cruires departing 3rd and 10th April. 

• Vial op to six pots of call in one fascinating week. 

• Highlights include Israel (2 days cm both itineraries), 

Syria, Kosadasi in Ttafcey, Cyprus, Athens and the islaDds of PMnws, 

Rhodes and Santorini. * Following recent major refurbishment, 
extra cabins now available. * Late availability feres from just £449, 
including return flights from Gatwick or Manchester, 
all meals, taxes and insurance. • No visas required. 

■ Ho sole occupancy supplement 

‘AU-Inclusive* Transatlantic Cruise 

• Depart Athens 17th ApriL * 18 night enrise including meals, dfHjks, 
tips and port taxes. • Visit Malta, Gibraltar; Mabga. Madeira, 

The Azores and Bermuda. • 3 night stay (room only) in Flood*. 

*21 sight holiday from just £1289 p.p. 
including return flights and airport taxes. * Zest fine cabins. ' 

Reservations M293 433030 » * if ** 
24 bo*r brechmSie: 61293 433041 DISCOVERY 

.^ - ^wsaasasBwa?^"-» 

Voyaga of Dteomy h ■ twfiq owe rfTUMgnrw Tcwd Ud. AMca at etwfc 




Travel batmen 14 April *98 and 14 Jure *98, and one ddd pays jmc £5000 when travelling with two adults. 
Prices start at £479 indading scheduled flights, seven- right* bocel accommodation, car' tn and all feparase 
taxes. ViM new bookings only sutyaer to avaifaH&y VfrBd for Tsn^a flights on Tbasdayj A Wednesdays and all 
fttiami services from May Iff. For full derails and other gnsn often* cafl die number below or see yoor travel agent 


01293 723113 

Mon-Sac 0830-2030, Sun 0930-1700 
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husband and ].Tvra S a 

Antigua to Lf ^ S3Srer .- that our visit to 
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Antigua to view that Tr* 15 ™," ' meant mat our visit to 

ssSSSSSS^^ 

some eclipses can Sy "arrow, 

of fo? fc^SEK”* ^ * e Moon passes ®iactly in front 
rhlr,^^^ fly t if 7nng d ®y mto night- It also gives people a 
dtaj^e w obsCTve the corona surrounding the Sun, anever- 
pr^nt magnificent halo of light — featuring streaks, loops and 
'TSSTViJ!"? 1S nc T nall y drowned by the Sun’s bri^tess. 
Anrirn,! T P*® ° 3 £’ however, for our confidence in theazire 
wwfiJ^jJSSL * 0 djSS ? , !^ e had the paucity of 

S T Wet y ned . m to ***** radio stations to tty to 
find the best spot on the island for watching it only to hear 
crackly prayer sessions by islanders convinced that the- 
darkness wrought by the eclipse spelt Armaged- 
don. With only three hours to go before the showdown, the 
appearance of a few large, fast-moving raindouds made 
wrather reports all the more urgent Armed with our solar 
eclipse glasses (never, ever watch the Sun directly), we stayed 
Put hoping the clouds would clear. We were mistaken. 

After the darkness had passed, we compensated by downing 
a few cocktails. Other astronomers, some of whom had struck 
lucky at less cloudy locations, assured us it was all part of -the 
game, which is why actually seeing a total solar eclipse is 
regarded as a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

W e had several consolations. At least we harf not 
attempted the March 1997 eclipse over Siberia and - 
Mongolia, where irate visitors had. to endure cloudy 
skies. We had already seen England win a Test match, gyrated 
to the Trinidad carnival, and now we were drowning our 
sorrows at the cpuples-only resort Sandals, possibly the most 
flamboyanr hotel on the island. 

Moreover, we will get another chance next year. The total 
solar eclipse on August 11, 1999, grazes the southernmost tip of 
Cornwall. Many hotels and guesthouses are already booked, 
but we have every intention of travelling down there. If it eludes 
us again, then it’s South Africa in 2001. But who knows — the 
Cornish heavens might yet deliver the blue sides that the 
Caribbean couldn't 

•AnjamiAhitja travelled with Sandals Antigua (0800742742). 
Seivn-day all-inclusive packages start at £2SJ0 per couple, including 
midweek BA flights. The price also includes all watersports. 

* For information about the MQQ, eclipse in Cornwall, call the 
Cornwall Tourist Board on 01872 274057. 



Snnspotters: Two Colombian Arhuaco Indians watch the solar eclipse through dark glasses 



P&O Stcna merger Fon 
may’puSfcuppStes |JJ|g 


PASSENGERS could did up 
being “ripped tiff when. P&O ■. 
and Steria Line start a jofrrt 
cross-Chan ne^rrTy service oh? 
Tuesday*, according to con-' 
sumer:.-.. groups 
Chesshyte writes. 

The tong-awaitad . inerger 
between the two biggest cross- 
Channel operators was given 
the go-ahead last month by 
Margaret Beckett, die Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, 
following investigations by 
the Office of Fair Trading and 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. . The new com- 
pany, P&O Stcna line, will be 
allowed to trade without any 
% price-capping until March 
2001. 

However, the Consumers 
Association is concealed (hat 
ticket prices could be hiked. A 
spokeswoman said: “This 
merger has created a monopo- 
ly situation. Let's hope they 
don't start shoving up prices. 
There should he a regulatory 
Iwdy that is able to cap prices 
over the next three years.” 

The merger means that the 




tte^ CQcnpany wai have a 40 
per « ce^t: shaj$f of file cross- 
Cha^nel, m^ct SeaFnmce, 
Sl tty^ovopentfor, expressed 
con^rh^ttfins share might 
inm^^as Wl Siena Line 
would have a “dominant mar- 
ket position, which ..goes : 
against fair competition’. . 

BUT OTHER rivals, indud- 
ing Eurotunnel (operators of 
Le Shuttle) and Howerspeed, 
have welcomed the move, 
saying it would create more 
stable cross-Charmd prices. . . 

P&O Sterna line announced 
reduced “Early Booking” 
summer prices in a bid to 
counter criticism. For exam- 
ple, a return fare for a car and 
up to nine passengers on the 
paver- Cabtis route; for any 
length of stay on the Conti- 
■ nent, costs £98 if booked and 
paid for by March 31 — ■ £61 
less than the previous price. 

“We're glad the merger has 
finally happened," - raid a 
spokesman. “Together we will 
be able to proride a. better 
service.” . 




Fo reign Office 
aapSin Egypt 
is ‘too cautious’ 


TTtour operators are com- 
pjainmgf That" Foreign 
_A. Office trfoi^ advice, tor 
Egypt is tnter-eiT^ihaasing^ie 
threat'of tendnsro anodis- 
couraging tourists, ; Tom 
Chesshyre writes. 

. The Foreign Office last 
changed its travel advice for 
Egypt on December 10, less 
than a month after the massa- 
cre of SS holidaymakers -7 
including six British nationals 
— by Islamic terrorists at 
Luxor. But operators say that 
it is outdared, as Egypt has 
since increased security. 

The December 10 advice 
reads: “Since the Luxor inci- 
dent extremist groups have 
threatened further attacks 
against tourists: these threats 
should be taken seriously . - . 
Visitors are advised to take 
great caution when visiting the 
Nile Valley south of and 
uiduding Minya Province.” 



or Morzine is from £378 per 
person, including return 
flights from Stansted on Sun- 
day. March 15. transfers and 
taxes. Going Places (0541 
, 555334 ) is offering seven 
nights’ half board in Austria 
from £199 per person, depart- 
ing from Luton on Saturday, 
March 14. and seven nights* 
BAB in Soil Austria, depart- 
ing from Birmingham, also on 
March 14. Return flights, 
transfers and taxes included. 

□ BLACKBURN Coachlines 
(01254 54400) is offering a 
three-day tour of James Her- 
riot country. Two nights* half 
board accommodation at file 
Hospitality Inn Hotel, Harro- 
gate. plus excursions to 
Thirsk, Wensleydale. Hawes. 
Swakdalc and Richmond 
and a tour of York is from £89 
per person, departing on Fri- 
day, March 13 from north- 
west England, including 
Blackburn. Liverpool, Wigan 
and Kendal. 

□ HAYES and Jarvis (0181- 
222 782$ has greatly reduced 
its offers to Thailand. Five 
nights' B&B at the Mercure 
Resort Koh Samui is now £559 
per person, saving £178 on the 
brochure price, and 12 nights’ 
B&B is £589 per person, sav- 
ing £188. up to April 15. Return 
flights from Heathrow, trans- 
fers and UK departure tax are 
also included. Departs daily. 

□ FANCY a Roman holiday? 
Citalia (0181-686 55339 has cut 
its brochure prices by £50 
during March. A package of 
two nights’ accommodation 
only and return flights to 
Rome is from £177 per person: 
to Florence from £210 and to 


Venice from £214 per person. 
Extra nights cost from £24 per 
person. Transfers and taxes 
are not included. Deports 
from Heathrow or Gatwick 
on March 13 and 14. 

□ HOPING for a hot get- 
away? Kuoni is offering seven 
nights’ aceonunodation only 
at Hawksbill Beach Hotel in 
Antigua from £739 per person, 
including return flights from 
Heathrow, transfers and tux- 
es. Departs on Wednesday, 
March 11: call 01306 742222 for 
details. Also on offer is seven 
nights* B&B at the Full Moon 
Beach resort in the Maldives 
from £718 per person. Return 
flights from Gatwick on 
March 15, transfers and taxes 
are also included. Gall 01306 
742000 

□ BRITISH Airways (0345 
222111 ) is launching a new 
route to Palma, file capital of 
Majorca, today. To celebrate. 
BA has a special offer on all 
fares on this route booked 
before March 18. Return 
flights are from £99 mid-week 
and £109 at weekends, includ- 
ing taxes. Flights depart on 
Tuesdays; Thursdays. Satur- 
days and Sundays: visits must 
indude a Saturday nighL 

□ HEAD FOR Istanbul with 
Travdscene (0181-427 8800). 
which is offering force nights' 
B&B and return flights from 
Heathrow from £238 per per- 
son. inducting taxes and arriv- 
al transfers. Departs daily. 

Joanna Hunter 


Daparturas: Monday 9 March to Satunfay March 14, 1998 
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The one and only 

OE2 Spring Med cruise. 
With a host 

of huge savings. 

On 13 May, sail for warm Mediterranean cSrard on: 

sunshine aboard Cunard* magnificent QE2. mQ 5075070 
Fxoerience her timeless elegance ana a brochure quoting 

unrated facilities on a 16 nigW^ndtnp M 

cruise from Southampton to 87 ’ ni70R 634166 

Palermo, Canakkafo, 

Palma. Enjoy specially reduced pn www.cunardiine.com 

they start from just £1695". 


01703 634166 

For reservations. 

www.cunardllne.com 


iffUH.t* •' WWW* 1 1 no*'"** 
I N- ItH l 


Akhetmehu’s tomb, Giza, 
opened this week 

But Dec] an Morton, of 
Hayes and Jarvis (which used 
to take 450 tourists a week to 
Luxor, but now sends 30), 
thinks foe language is too 
strong. He said: “I can under- 
stand that the Foreign Office 
'• wants to cake a cautious 
position, but it does not reflect 
the actual situation facing 
1 tourists in Egypt" 

Somak Holidays suspended 
its Luxor programme follow- 
1 ing last November’s massacre, 
but plans to resTari it in July. 
An official said: “What I would 
like to know is why the 
Foreign Office has not 
changed its advice. An update 
is definitely due." 

.A foreign Office spokesman 
admitted that changes to the 
wording were being consid- 
ered. However, he added: “At 
the moment we consider the 
advice to be an accurate report 
of foe facts. It would be wrong 
not to point out foe trade 
record of terrorism in Egypt" 
First Choice is foe only 
major British tour operator 
•that has nor gone back into 
Egypt Eleven other big opera- 
tors have either already re- 
turned or are taking bookings. 

However, demand has fall- 
en by more than 90 per cent for 
some holiday packages. 
“There are now some very 
good bargains,” pointed out a 
spokeswoman for Kuoni. 

Egypt's Ministry of Culture 
announced last month that it 
is putting up electric fences 
around archaeological sites in 
Luxor, Aswan and Edfu. 

Samia Khafaga. director of 
the Egyptian State Tourist 
Office m London, said: “The 
Foreign Office has got to 
change its advice now. Many 
security measures have been 
put in place which make 
another attack very unlikely." 


Majorca makeover will 
jjnpcove the islantUffl&ge 

MAJORCA is to get a makeover ; which may include 
demolishing some of foe ugly, mass-market hotels, Tom 
Chesshyre writes. Two years ago Calvia Council, responsible 
for resorts including MagaJnf in southern Majorca, began a 
£73-miflion campaign to get rid of the tackiest hotels — the first 
to go was foe Hotel Atlantic, a lager-lout haven in MagaluL 

Now foe Balearic Islands Government has passed a decree 
forcing hotel developers to buy a “deteriorated" hotel before 
they can build a new one. This way. new hotels (which must be 
at least four-star) will be built on foe existing sites. 

Last year 2JJ79.600 British tourists visited Majorca, Menorca, 
Ibiza and Formentera islands — foe second highest number of 
visitors from any country. 

A spokeswoman for tour operator Thomson said: “It’s fine, as 
long as prices don’t get hiked up. The Government should also 
be aware that some people prefer to stay in small hotels that are 
not four or five-star." 


F ew places remain in * 

ihe world where you 
can be assured that 
nature in its purest form m 
will provide highlight after F 
unexpected highlight. The 
region beyond Norway’s E^gfi2| 
North Cape is without 
doubt such a wilderness. Hr\. , ' 
This summer you have 
the opportunity to join the 
Professor Mukanovsky as 
she undertakes a series of 
8 night cruises in July. \bu 
will encounter great 
concentrations of seabirds 1 ||| 

from kittiwakes to the diminutive 99 
tittle auks and rarities tike ivory ||| 
gulls; magnificent fjords, a 
tundra landscape miraculously 
dotted with wild flowers and a ^ 
stunning scenery of sheer cliffs 
and vast glades. 

Vife will visit areas of • 
extraordinary remoteness and 
beamy, places enriched by 
highly unusual wildlife including 
reindeer; walrus, Arctic fox and most 
exddngly of all - polar beats. 

Although we will set sail with a 
planned schedule, experience has 
shown us over the years that in order 
to achieve die most exciting expedition 
cruise, it may on occasion be 
advantageous to make changes to the 
itinerary, following a local 
.reconnaissance, a change in the 
weather; ice conditions or perhaps a 
sighting of a polar bear or whale. Our 
8 days in Spitsbergen wiD be much 
influenced by local conditions and 
because of our highly adaptable vessel 
and ?ndiarg we are able to offer a close- 
up, personal epenence that simply is 
not possible aboard a lar^ ship. 
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expedition team will 
organise briefings and 
ill us crated oiks, for our 
forays ashore we will use 
foe vessel’s Zodiac craft 
allowing us gnear flexibility. 




AN 8 DAY EXPEDmON CRUISE 

to Spitsbergen 


PROFESSOR MUHANOVSKY 

Built In Finland for the former Soviet 
Union’s programme of polar and 
oceanographic research, she has been 


^ r - I_ond 

foe Muibuimsky. embark 
and sail. 

Da ^ s ^ 10 ® Spitsbergen. Deep 

fell |T pSK fiotds. mountains ana massive 

®|§§ | | |Wh I s W orifiL W t® sheers of ice that cover much of the 

i 1 M i'i t ’\f\ yae^feagl | ff yl” land. It ts home to a wonderful 

assortment of wildlife; walrus, seal, 

AN 8 DAY EXPEDITION CRUISE 

C.L .ur .L. --.TL,-.., • Only 600 miles from the North 

TO bP ITSBERGEN foie, Spirshagpi has long been a 

^ _ . , _ , base fen- Arctic hunters ana North 

9th to 17th July ; 16th to 24th July foie aplanas.Our days will be 

c oo J X 'll X T L 7 nnn spent exploring foe dramatic 

& 23VU tO J 1st July 1998 coasdiM.seeteigourrhev,ildlire 

and enjoying the birdlifc and 
wildflowexs that give vitality to foe harsh 
beauty of foe hi^i Arctic. Our itinerary will 
. be flexible to allow us to take advantage of 
foe local conditions, but will include foe 
territory horn Isficaden to Danskoya in foe 


refurbished for expeditionary travel. The 

Midkuwv&fey is a comfortable and well 
equipped vessel, accommodating a 
maximum of 48 passengers. 

All passenger accommodation has out- 
side views and you can choose between a 
two berth cabin with shower and toilet or 
a two bedded cabin with shared facilities. 

Public areas include a lounge/bar with 
library, single silting dining room, clinic, 
sauna and an ‘open’ bridge where 
passengers arc free to visit ar most times 
The hearty and excellent meals are 
supervised by European staff. 

Looking after the day to day 
programme on board will be foe 
expedition leader and foe team. There 
Will be no formal entertainment, bur foe 



foe southern region, around Hamsund. 
Day 9 Longyearbycn to London. 
Disembark early for return flight to 
Heathrow via Oslo. 

Prices per person range from 
£1475 sharing a three bedded 
cabin (with shared facilities) 
to £2095 for a suite. 
Single cabins from £2185. 

FOR FURTHER DEIAILS 

Please telephone 0171-409 0376 

( 7 days ^ wede dunng office hours' 


HOBLf CfUfDONIfl LiniTfD 


1 1 CHARLES STREET. MAYFAIR, LONDON W1R BLE 
TaEMONE 01 71 ,*090376 FaCSIMHE 0171-409 OBJ* 
2J HCVU BROCHURE ANSWERPHONE 01 71 -355 1424 
MOL 3106 ABJA V321X 
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TRAVEL 


TO APVERTISE CALL* 
0171481 1989 (TRADE) 
0171 481 4000 (PRIVATE) 
FAX: 0171 7827824 



Because we think the world of you 



ERS >-)- 


Unequivocal protection ag ainst airline insolvency - CftA 3j 
Iv.'ide attention to detail 


42-50 Earls Court Road 


p E i T s 


MOWS) THE WOULD £824 


AUSTRALIA FROM £475 RETURN 

ON SINGAPORE AIRLINES 

PLUS AUS50 WORTH OF TRAVEL VOUCHERS 
TO SPEND IN AUSTRALIA 


tattoretflfiffftnintfsrlMv 

travel, TraflBadea to ymH one ^ 

frSlBl ' - 

. DaUQotfen offers more low cost 


anyone. Exports is airfare* aiaca 
1970, we c» fafler-oate yoor very 


tongHwIlfovel 

&&& Business Class. 

215 Kensington tf^SWet 
Transatlantic & European 
22-24 Ifte Priory Oueenswv 


oa botefs and car Ure wwMwMe. 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £35 - USA £29 • AFRICA £38 - PACIFIC £46 • ASIA £27 
USA CAR H5t TOM £20 PER DA/ • CAil NOW FOfl OUR TAILDflMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMBflCA KT0Qfl££5 
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48 Com Sired 

WuttNideTrattV 

254-284 Sauchiehan Street 
Worldwide Travel: 
58Dean$gate 
Worldwide Travel 1 
First & Business Class. 


LWB0HW86FT 

01T1-MA33K 

LOWMWWBmG 
0171*8383839 • 
0171*8383444 
LOM0QHW8 68P 
0171-937 5400 
HRMW&HMIB 468 S 
0121-2361234 
BRISTOL BS1 tHQ 
0117-9299000 

GLASGOW C23EH 
0141*3532224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 


0161-8383434 


Ail Oo.' i-avel centres urc open r-Tori-Sci '-'om 5- 


5- 7 cm - Sure : G -3pm 


Trailiinders does nol impose charges on credit cards 


. people think the world of us! 




NEW YORK FROM £155 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 


FARES FROM 


RETURN 


Cctting tficrc 





Cctting around 

3E 


Coach Tour* iron £27G 

77* 


ess 

Accommodation 


MBasnun — _£B pcrpcnmMVit 

(S people taring eta pool nM 

Ml gnd» of DoWhAnoliis mM 


a 01420-88380 or 0171-287 5559 


omcuuur MVonnEDauadHuM agent 


MitMi !2W^Sta«tfnvibtt,Gia4iM I MIAI 

■gS’ I&ISS 

RUDOMM«fllarOtrM»4Bl 

—-e-J'W U H utklhi i u m«y «pp*n ifc t n r 


-1 . li 






mm 



r 

1 



Hmam0du«& 
tons (oral age* feMns 
abriLgncrieriDg. 

bKsditou^scNdw 

iMvy'SbysolDi^ndionr. 


SOUTH AFRICA 

FARES FROM 


Q 01420-88140 or 0171*287 5535 , 



Look closely. 

There are no hidden extras in 
the price of our return flights. 


AMSTERDAM ftwi€85rtn EDINBURGH* (nm£69itn 
BafAST tarnEfiSrtn GLASGOW* fhmE69rb. 
BERGEN fiam€239itn NICE lraniEl68na 

BRUSSELS from ESI rtn OSLO fa»E177rtn 

COLOGNE frorafTllGrtn PALMA fta£144itB 
COPENHAGEN ft«.CTS2rt» PARS bonEBBitn 

DRESDEN fromezi9rui PRAGUE ftm&203rtn 
DUBLIN from£79rtn ZURICH tonE164rtn 

Return flight prim from London Heittuo*. inriocSncj taxes. 
Other Are* are abo RWibUc from But Midlands. 

Leeds Bradford. Tcessldc, Hnboiyb, Gftsytn*. Belfast and Dublin. 

Book by 19th March 1998. 

Contact your local travel agent or call -for details on 

0345 554554 

or book on the tattflJrt httptfVwvuflytir^^ 


* British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 



Otiar atones ratora prices induefing prrpcnd airport ksoex iram: 

Pm* £469 Bab £399 Miami £334 

Melbourne £534 Bombay £349 Son Fitnasco . £270 

AucUond £619 Jahttonesboig £339 Omm £254 «-■ 

Hang Kong £322 Washington £169 Taranto £194 

Bangkok £359 Chicago £155 Maxtor £325 

Singapore £373 Boston £186 found The World £798 0870 75 OO 136 

Pnwaraub^ua-aiUkXty.'rMaxiiMMo JkxxKnoKM.CHMHMQHCRai>tr WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE RIGHT FLIGHT 

CAXOMXNCMG&To.n^qua^'WvmaAaWrmmUTreSicmaCaACrgiBlJd. 


Ttiomas 

Cook 


line* dpan P«x-Ppm Mott-Fri, 
IQ na rdpm Saf-5an 
MM FIXM. MOl BUS 



fJTi 





FLIGHT B 


travelling freestyle 

ASIA D0606/V8800 ATOL 2662 IATA 


WE WILL. NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE OR SERVICE 




Choice of departures from 
London or Manchester. 


NEW ZEALAND, 
THE USA AND 
THE S0UTH PACIFIC 
ALL FOR ONLY 



• Wtown to Now Zealand with 

9017347755 1 


free stoker In Los Angeles 
017V tu 1911 I pbts one of tfsiise exotic South 

S PacWc teJareteW T#hW, '• 
Wtf I TKn rmlf Ichnite Cknu m 




The Code islands, 



e Travel anytime 
between ffi Apr* Jk 
and 30 June 'aa 

Ausmmm 

50 Conduit Street. London W 1 

* 

OOcWaMM Mr WNWHttW) 
ms&smir >in CUM. AWLian. 


★ USA and 
CANADA * 


L»c>sL iusi. Ociss Olivi-'s! I; 


AdMMLRI IKaT fL Wi> 1 1 liTHi A .\T Al D.G'I' \H! F P|< l( ! ^ 1 



BALTIMORE 

BOSTON 

CALGARY 

CHARLOTTE 

CHK3KJO 

DALLAS 

u&isonr 

EDMONTON 

HALCKS 

HOUSTON 

LAS VEGAS 

LOS ANGELES 

MONTREAL 

MINNEAPOLIS 

MIAMI 

NEWARK 

NEW YORK 


OTTAWA 

ORLANDO 

PHOENIX 

PHILADELPHIA 

PITTSBURGH 

Quebec enr 

RAI£IGH 

SANFRANOSCO 

SEATTLE 

ST LOUIS 

ST JOHNS 

SAN DIEGO 

TAMPA 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

WINNIPEG 

WASHINGTON 


A par-pad tun* _ 

CVW RIN 

SYDNEY OV-jCHI 

MEUOUME OJV-CAW 

CASKS. (H2~£W 

PEHH ClbO.UiK 

AUCKLAND — 1*1 V_ A70 

DEIHL mt-tm 

BOMBAY J3TU.aH 

MADRAS- C2M-JT4I0 

KAHMAMNI, OMUIiK 
COUMSO — XUU097 


CURRENT BEST BUYS — Early Christmas 
ow mn o/w nn SAVERS 

BANGKOK xm_m? NAIROBI 17J1 039 

StCATORf— nKL-f>W HARARE. i»4_£<M0 AUSTRALIA 

HONG KMG-.ClJ0.-rH1 XTBUBCLl £240._O&$ nit * 

JAKARTA CAPE TOWN, — f2?5.-/A27 £ /« #BT8 

bau —cm-mf Mexico anr__flM..^w mew tcii mn 

SAKON RW-JAI0 RK)DEUM«(U307Un7S " CW «WWHU 

cajbo rm_an kmomo — £789 nth* 

BE»NC C2M-O01 «VY0ML £110-071 

DUBAI £Wf-f2Vf BOSTON . 

rOttC XllO-lMO LOS ANGELES— J I M ...£2A0 nknUrd wxia, 


- AROUND THE WORLD - 

UK - BANGKOK - POTH - SYDNEY - CAIRNS - HONG KONG - LONDON £715 
wt "** r hoM 5E!* wvWtx^hom*. wuld Eb» to pa dfod or wMi a ft»w. a Pbtimma Trawl 


0171 917 51 22 




FIRST FOR VALUE 

TAX-INCLUSIVE 
RETURN FLIGHTS! 

■ ' • N'GkRf'. 

08004588111 

^ ° rC J 


L0990 329 326 


u ”“£P™L Mon ' Fr ' g* p ~ 8 I ro ’ 5ar tom-Spin. Son Kfan-Spm. 

tot 0«ta WMto n ut «n vim aril w nn 


Awocnna Yieoten He ABU D5SC adlogwf^di fax 


************ 


uum uibhn 

CRar7pns roiwiwjgtwciifiofrnicmgi 



0171 188 3055(0171 887 8485 


0171 037 4107 0171 637 7853 



Direct Travel Insurance 

for TOP QUtllTY COVER MID VALUE 


WORLDWIDE AMMU AL WUtn-TMP 

T?SETfBSKI - •lllimi T«« 

"■SS £95 fum 


01903 812345 IT 


TRAVEL Insurance 

W*y w ill no c /j g f>Cj??en on 



S.4ir TRAVEL INSURANCE 

t .\ stum a^T^'a ever 



ISiLII 


■WORLDWIDE 


O 1 092 833 338 


lo.vi-t fac;; ic -c.'.’i.' ;n<lf^ 
V/E GUARANTEE 


LONDON - LYONS £145 
LONDON- TOULOUSE £155 
NEWCASTLE - PARIS CI2A 
LONDON - BEIJING £305 

Book by 20 March >998. All return lares feted are subject to availability and differing 
travel periods and include all prepayable taxes correct at time or going to press. 
Lyons - fare £I28A» £17. Toulouse - fare £!38Aax £17, Paris - fare £1 09/tax £|7 f 
Beijing - fare £277A» £26. For full derails and conditions and more Petits Prix to 
many other worldwide destinations contact your Travel Agent or call Air France on 

0181 742 6600 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 

HIGHEST QUALITY LOWES? PRICES 

Award winning Worldwi de Annual Cover' 

I* A 



0300 4 AUSTRALIA osoo 4 2 s 


TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 


£10 OFF 

every policy wM 


01243 S177S1 



4KH WM,LY ANNUAL - inc. skiing - £87-50 

B Call 0990 775 ItBB-ate;** 


. Travel 

insurance 

Pr*-' t -ri.'ntnil ftnin-al p rrJ 

f r u:r» only 

^Bpjj 01702 42 33 93 


■Uljl 

NtX US TRAVEL 




g 0117 927 7727 


Fare savers! 



01476 592095 


oomeumn 



*+m*9 
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Modem view 
of Catalonia 

i£f'w 1 ° VERS of m °dern art 
should ensure that they pay a visit 
soon 10 Catalonia, a wonderful 
region of Spain which is positively 
overflowing with the works of 
some of the greatest masters of the 
fflth century. 

These include Salvador Dali. 
Join Miri and P&blo Picasso to 
name but a few - and the Mir6 
Foundation in Barcelona, to 
single out just one art gallery, has 
a magnificent selection of 5,000. 
drawings, 217 paintings and 153 
sculptures. 

Lakes and Mountains Holidays 
(01329 S444G5) has week-ion g 
guided tours that will take in the 
best of the exhibitions, galleries 
and museums. The tours will go 
yia Barcelona, Montserrat. Sitges, 
Cadaques and figueres, where 
Dali is buried beneath his own 




Tantalising: the Museum of 
Eroticism in PigaUe, Paris 


surrealistic museum. They will 
tafce place during May and 
September and will cost £629. 
This will include flights and hotel 
accommodation, as well as some 
meals and entrance fees. 

Babies only 

“ THOSE planning 
• a holiday without 

— Cj children should 

take note — you 

may wish to avoid 

Europe's first 
Baby and Family 
Valley in Gmund, Austria. It offers 
amenities varying from baby- 
sitting and “nappy walks’* (nappy 
changing facilities and fairy 
grottoes en route), to Baby City —a 
Wild West township with a saloon 
for welting. the throats of thirsty 
infants and drying the other bits. 

There are 77 locations, ranging 
from five-star hotels to farm- 
houses, which carer especially for 
children, with flexible mod-times 
and no danger of childless guests 
complaining about the noise. De- 
tails from the Austrian National 
Tourist Office (0171-629 0461: fax 
0171-499 6038). 

■ AS ONE Paris m use um 
dints its doors (Centre ■ 
Georges Pompidou Is dosed for 
renovation until December 31, 
1999) another one opens. 

Situated in the afl-mght district 
of Pfgalfc, the Museum of 
Eroticism, which opened in 
November, has been described 
as a rtreasure boose" of erotica 
ranging from ancient Roman 
wind chimes that are overtly 
masculine to whaMhe-butier-saw 
Victorians. The museum, at 72 
Boulevard de CEchy, isopen 
daily. 10am to 2am; entrance £4. 

Georgian trek 

SHERPA Expeditions (0181-577 
2717) is introducing twoweek 
treks to Georgia in June and 
September, starting and finishing 


Portrait of the artist a surreal glimpse of Salvador Dali, one of die modem masters wbo is the focus of a tour of Catalonia with Lakes and Mountains Holidays 

Tbilisi, the capital. The expedi- I ttiPmnrinm I 01 d 5 0° April 1 next year." I 5,000 flights were made each day { of the premises. The earliest. 

HIS will travel in four-wheel- I f-11 Ult-illUI Idlll 1 rjesrinatinn*; inrltirip Rnrma In- I in CpmnH Wnrlrl War On ihp rlaftnp fmm I5R4. K the rite of 


in Tbilisi, the capital. The expedi- 
tions will travel in four-wheel- 
drive vehicles into the gorges and 
highlands of the Caucasus, stop- 
ping at medieval monasteries and 
fortresses. From there; ten-day 
treks among the mountains in- 
clude visits to the villages of the 
Khevsureti region, a forgotten 
wilderness where many traditions 
have remained unchanged for 
centuries. 

Both trips cost £1,170 for flights 
and 15 nights’ full-board accom- 
modation m tents and hotels. 


THE RoyaJ British Legion (01622 
716729) offers 27 escorted tours 
worldwide this year. "Many 
people come for personal reasons, 
either because they fought there or 
to visit a relative's grave, but our 
tours are open to anyone interest- 
ed in military history," says the 
organiser. Piers Storie-Pugh. "And 
remember that the arrangement 
by which war widows can reclaim 
most of the cost of the tour from a 
g overran ent^sponsored scheme 


ends on April I next year." 
Destinations indude Burma, In- 
donesia and India. Israel. Korea 
and Europe. 

On August 7. the RBL is 
returning to Ypres for a three-day 
visit to mark the 70th anniversary 
of flie first large British Legion 
pilgrimage to honour the dead of 
the first World War. The cost is 
EI79 which indudes coach travel 
and half-board hotel accommod- 
ation. A weekend trip in Septem- 
ber wfll visit some of the East 
Anglian airfields from which up to 


5,000 flights were made each day 
in the Second World War. On the 
itinerary. Duxford. where the first 
Spitfire landed in 1938: Little 
Walden and Bassingboum, base 
of the Memphis Belle, star of the 
film. The trip, on September 12-13, 
costs £129 half-board. 

■ QUARRIES and tin 
min es, cotton mills and 
lighthouses are among the 58 
working and tiring sites listed in 
an Industrial Heritage leaflet 
from the National Trust, owner 


of the premises. The earliest, 
dating from 1584, is the site of 
Britain’s first copper smelting 
works. Aberdulais Falls in 
Wales, where water is now used 
to generate electricity from a 
turbine and from a new 
waterwheel in the original wbed- 
p it The most recent is the Atomic 
Weapons Research 
Establishment base at Oxford 
Ness, wfndi was in operation 
from 1959 to 1971. The leaflets are 
available free from the National 
Trust (0181-315 1111). 
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NOW S00KIN& SUMMER 


CTMUS 

| cmci 
K>rru3A. 
1 cana?:'x 
I 5MJN 

I MALTA 
I TUNISIA 


ifTNCWTOS* D'-V 
, av CANADA. 

OLiANDO LA 1 
SYDNEY y.'» 
ss'a'iica 
t« TOCO ;;j 

MELBCUesT 45V 
49 THAILAND ssv 
9V CAt-tS'AM IT, 


0171 834 7722/33 


IETLINE 


SPAIN ISA 114-3 

PORTUGAL 7M OAniUiCAN 150 

CANARIES 39 S. AT RICA :!)S 

ISRAEL 109 CAN AO A 11“ 

CRFCCE V.' INDIA 

Cyprus or r:.n last ;:o 

ski fhouts 7«) at-liraha r-*v 

fLORIDA l.prcmLI .TS 

CALL NOW Tfi ' A'.F UxS'i 

rDjiriimi 


rci- ' yu 

I YOU^ CNft S~0~’ hOL r.A' SHOE 



0171 460 3000 


Annual 

Travel 

Insurance 

from just £35 

Family cover from £70 
Single-hip from: 
£6 Europe, £12 USA 
ym£SnsSfro* naw 
SpaiitisS. 

01603 wr.. 
76769? gas 


H: \YI 5 ZOXi- !.! v. 



0171 2S7 899? H 



FLIGHT CENTRE 

tfi:- 


WORLDWIDE 

DISCOUNT 

FLIGHTS 

O * <:■■■• :r; f l ij insuma t 

01 81 669 8607 


AM HUM' V 



5 SUN LTYINO iAAVEL LINTIIl:: \ 

01476 4004!0:=i 



\friti jjhrtt T ,n> *4* **7* 

Sn;-ar<iic ' ,rll,lv ^ Tmv1 
} h iM - 'M-» t - ***.**■ 
l-lidX" Arv in«r Imlun. 
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Aiffcn^ *««•■! 

full IMthl 

mflwont »iwun*i 


AIRLINK WORLDWIDE 

5, 3 vi' CES'sbook vyi^- 
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TRAVEL 

INSURANCE 
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Germany 

Qurifc y hufc% fria to 
1 lefami md dwStKk f or— 
and Mosrf radons ct Germary 

noMOUtt 502 MS 


FLIGHTWISE 



01476 560089 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 
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<S Awiird w inning 
1998 Brochures 



w i ■gfco.fr* 

J^crfUgrtWr^famWimn 

alqakve oporto 

PORTO SAHTO 

MADEIRA 

MOROCCO 

GIBRALTAR 

TUHISIA 

QOZO MALTA f 

CDWTiO 3 

BERMUDA jfi 

SPAIM =5 

CYPRUS 

MAJORCA Y 

JERSEY 


0 1 705 82 85 1 5 

,n-™:h:i r r i i-v:: ' 

0990 171819 


AUSTRIA 



•hSsnnrjm Hclidavs 
j'c-: 0:21 711 4917 



America B> Rail 

3 


National Parks 
Walking Tours 

rm 


uferanft 
some of America* most 
bnetfdMkbg feamrji 
Tbs Grand Canyon, Uonnsent 
VUss Bryce Qwyoo. Arches A 
Hbunata an racog ta 
on tieee Mnn^ kus. A garth 
■HI vs non chMangtoB 
Ma, tie dmica to ynn. 
» toy* One C1JSS. 
Cat far y wr broch u re 


S01753 681999 


|>c.v( c cc . !*>c.vl price 
RcU \c mi'c. 


WVRIS— Euro star and firsc two nights from 
£135ppL Extra nights from £Z3pp. 


AMSTERDAM - Eurosar and first two nights 
from £143 pp. Extra nights from £22pp. 


BRUGES— Eurostar and first two nights 
from £131pp- Extra nights from £21pp 


BRUSSELS- Eurostar and firsc two nights 
from £141pp. . Extra nights from £26pp. 


For city breaks worldwide call us on 

0181 741 4443 

or visit your travel agent • 


24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 09V0 437 227 



SUnWORLD 

BEACHVILLAS 

Choose from over 300 private 

0990585858 


iiwyoi 
445 W 


CRtilSEdcSAIL 

ABROAD 



SUMMER FJORDS AND MIDNIGHT SUN 

lises with a difference THE FRED. OLSEN DIFFERED 

Jorwegian fjords and i. ^° r ^ mt "P lcanirJ * ,cas ! K!rts 

__ _ _ *y,. ‘ of cruising is soving oich hcauiiful 

North Cape .v ‘ . 

Vrf-v- • 



Cruises with a difference 
to Norwegian fjords and 
the North Cape 

It’* no surprise th* « sea journey along 
Norway's majestic coast has caught die 
imagination of even the most seasoned 
travellers for so many decades. Not for 
nothing has it been called the 'avrftft 
amt beovoJuJ njjtt^r’.Thc truly awesome 
grandeur of the steep hillsides, speckled 
with summer blossoms, spariding with 
cascading waterfalls, crashing hundreds 
of feet into the deep, dark waters below 
has fascinated all those lucky enough to 
hate enjoyed the experience. 

No one docs the Norwegian fjords 
better than wc do, Por these arc the 
home waters of Fred. Olsen and we hate 
a number of excellent cruises, Itineraries 
and dates from which to choose this 
year. And a choice of ships. 

Black Witch, an elegant ship 
accommodating up to fill guests in 
spacious comfort is aa impressive as she 
is beautiful. With a wealth of cruising 
amenities from swimming pools to 
sparkling entertainment, from health 
centre and leisurely pastimes to 
sophisticated night-club die provides a 
relaxed yet stylish ambience. 

Smaller sister ship, Black Prince, not 
only offers a host of facilities front a 
choice of 3 restaurants to indoor and 
outdoor pools, she aim enjoys the warm 
and intimate ambience which has earned 
her the name of the “friemflfcst anise- 
ship afloat”. Welcome aboard! 

i*** 

^ £&? ' < ■ 

?' •; - • . 



CRUISE TO THE NORTH CAPE 

fBFttl] 14 nighu depart* Dorer 29 Jnne M 
hcdcTumhertk Cabms from £1 ,745 per penoo 

BLACK PflBRLDCflO-lM-Bd^ard-Mesuid 

-IhsnM-Haatsyn-Hnimssskg-ttannbiaa- 

HrnnBto-fiadd-Savmyr-DmiBi 

NORWAY & THE BALTIC 

[BPSM] 12 a^fau departs borer Iljnly98 

hsdrTvui-lmii Cihaitna tl,5W per person 
OutsilrTxIs knb Cdvi) hem 1 1 ,(>Ss pci- jvnon 


BUCK PRINCE: DOVER -Sergsn -Hetts^ort- 
OdD - Copenfogw - KaMngrad - Bomhatn- 
-BnwMod-KVEB 


THE FJORDS & NORTH CAPE 

[BWIW| 13 nighU departs Dover 12 June M 
OntadtThta-briib CJtms hen U ,1 1 i ptr pence 

BLACK MUCH: DOVER-Amsterdam - KataQfl 
• Lrtaen Island* - Hominostftg -Thxnso - 
Narrft-Henesik-Gwntngg-Betoen- DOVER 

NORTH CAPE & SPITSBERGEN 

[BffMO] IS night*«lep»rt* Dover 2S JuneS* 
InniTiriobrrdi Cdun (ran ( l.lbOptr prroa 
CUudtTtturhidi Cibmc frtm l-.lXlprr pmon 


BLACK WATCH: DOVER- Amstentam - MbUb - 
Honrm9sv5g - LDngyearbytn - BarenfiJxsg • 
NtMeart-TtoBtta-HaCEsjh-Gekanga - 
Bapen-DOVSi 



BLaawKfCltK^-kflsud-Httejij-itefinBef-Ilton-BJm-Eudrargoj-Bjtgm.DOVSl 




WORLDWIDE CRU1SI N~G 


THE FRED. OLSEH DIFFERENCE 

One of the most pleasurable aspects 
of cruising is seeing such beautiful 
places from the comfort of sour own 
luxurious accommodation. Enjoying 
the means of getting there as much as 
the vistas and views, landscapes anti 
scenery. So mam of ihc world's most 
impressive sights are best seen from 
the decks of a cruise ship-the ideal 
way to explore archipelagos, islands 
and fjords. 

Yet there are so many types of cruise 
ship these days. Same are like floating 
shopping malls, others awash with 
families and noisy children. Somr are 
siHT and starehy, others brash and 
glit/y or a sea of foreign languages. 

On a Fred. Olsen cruise things 
are different. Our classic liners, 
built for style and elegance, bare 
broad decks to promenade and 
spacious rooms to relax in peace. 

Our pride in I SO years of maritime 
tradition reflects In ttme-honoured 
standards of personal courtesy and 
attentive service. 

Our on-board language is English and 
the currency sterling because our 
clientele b almost exclusively British. 
Our reputation has been built on the 
warmth of our welcome and the 
relaxed atmosphere which makes 
for holidays filled with new ■ found 
friends. 


Discoivr the Jiffercnee farjvursclf 


To make a reservation 
for these cruises 
or for more information 

Telephone 

01473 
292 222 

Mon-Fri 9.00-5.30 Sat 9.06-5.0D 
quoting TMS/ 1/ 1 
UriTmlM jwt p refe rred inncl agent 
Fred. Oteen Guse Lrtwi Fred, Oism House, 
White Mouse Road, kawdi Pi 5U. 
lei 01473 292 200 Fax 01473 292345 
htXr//www. 90 wtc 8 ni( AmS risen 
naw ApnvKto 
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OMOIUTE Lamy. Caladil TOhi 



Luxurious remote lodges. 
WfaUdng. canoeing, riling and 
veHtie safaris with U» very best 
guides. Superb wHXe. 
Adventure wtth and on. Cal us 
to create your ideal safari. 

TB tiff! 804 ) B 2897 S Rue 63887 B 
68 POmtaon ML IMv** W1 SEX 

AMtWAltS 

EXCLUSIVE 







DOVER 


CARIBBEAN 


TO CALAIS 





SEAFRANCE 


FERRIES ON 


Villas & 


0990 

711 711 


Super Sites 

Mobile Homes 


-ftp Cosstai SHm 
•W. Coast k Bed 
•Low Prims 


PHOtC FREE PDA 
BROCHURE ON 

0500404140 

Quota SSB8-T 




.n*n 

rrTT 7 \ 


seas 8 - 



Ira flnrmr I 
ouotfiim 




‘SS? I OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


AUSTRALIA 
& NEW ZEALAND 



BALEARICS 


BARBADOS 
C\CT."7K)\A!. VALUE 
Apri! - LVwmbcr T®W 





Caribbean 

Escapes 


Stay at our 
deluxe hotels this 
summer and enjoy 
added value such as. 


* EXTRA WEEK FREE 


* FREE NIGHTS 

* COMPLIMENTARY 


* EXCHANGE DINING 

7 NIGHTS 

from £873pp 


OIRBOJRS 


For a broc hure and 
further details of 
these offers call the 
Caribbean specialists: 


Belgium. It's slightly different. 


0171 5 Si 3517 


FAR EAST 


CYPRUS 





. -3 




W-. 





Ibsean^Uoibru 

ndlkebnrttf 
icily, Hotel 
hoEdvjsof 
qMEtyLMV 
stvys and touring. 


SHERPA EXPEDITIONS 



SIMPLY 

'ihc;in\ 



nmk tUtarfAM. 

0181 995 9523 

tfonar ahiib mtd 


ITALIAN LAKES 




$990) 143683 Qoon 1277 

WCANZE IN fTALIA 




It ■** 


V, 1 


which UNSPOILT 
GREEK ISLAND 







CARLFRHt; H VIA 


CotmtryVlIbs&Aparunens 
Charming Indnuie Hotels 
OtyApanmcBO 


01293 552277 


f JUdJLic 



Cn'AUA'sITAlX 


Offering you aU. 
that is best in 
ITALY for over 
70years. 

Form con of ota 1998 


;Aomi{i«X%R^T 20 

01235 824354 


r _ m 
l ii I 1 1 — 


***• 


... 


lAVr- 


ffrrrrfri^TiTn 


> , 


0870 6000 708 


only £79T 


to tow ami a>m£tint.CrtlicbnT*d at madomaj aaCc-AB gflt or ■wri'flT J 


CITY BREAKS 






Beer, chips and chocolates. (Take a healthy break in Belgium). 

Bruces "o-n : usr £ ’ • 9.’ 


Nk« ii put pman lor ; otfutn 


*art»g q2Th«W. 1 Jaht, 12.31 Mot by tormjor (ran Wot«Hoo Hofutayi and offer* wbfact la avaaabrflty. 
fadndm timinMCT. Ttorow W Optmtorn nd. ATOt 2524 ABU V5I26. ■ 


Thomson 

crtyBreafc 


BALEARICS 


FRANCE 




BEAT THE CLOCK 



HHH 


For ferry passage, 
holiday brochure 

and reservations, 
contact 





TR( U'JJOXl - - 


0800 7818005 


cti-mera & (Corsica 


AT OUR VERY OWN FHANTOUR HOTELS 

and Horn. Clubs. 
Experience the clear waters, 

LIFESTYLE. GLAMOUR ft CULTURE 
of the Riviera 

ft THE MAOC OF C0RSCA AT OUR 
BEAffl SIDE KOTO. Qjjft 




French Travel Service 

0171 6303310 


A7QL1M£ ABMV3173 




4-STAR 

RHINE Sc 
ARDENNES 



01709 

839839 


A * 

dh* - -*Ta 

JLi: 




nofimdifDY 

Gins de France 
cottages 
Qiidtoiconf 
QUiokaof liO 
□ lkMlocMtom 


01922 725705 


SIMPLY 


eadcanagsrk^mdbdmtptib 

0181 995 9323 
iranrn ohicz nro 





i Lrfwrit t Ki an W w i Vaarit 
fiwiAnyw 1 mi warn katpbe&f. 
Country cottages. tBiai mtA 
po&. 

fumOpma bout* tuaupoBi 
leadem. PtajfiesS?!* . 

Tnufirini * fciftim. - 
01819959323 

Aravinr truiKZAnu 


Page fi? Moy is delighted to announce a 
specially negotiated offer which represents 
quite extraordinary value and is unlikely to 
be repeated. We take a British Airways 
scheduled flight from Heathrow for Qantas 
from Manchester) for a 3 night stay at the 
Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza in the heart of 
Bangkok. Two half day visits are available 
for just £19 per person; one to the Grand 
Palace and die Emerald Buddha, die other 
to the River KwaL Transfer to’ die well- 

appomted Regent Cha-Am Beach Resort 

where we spend 7 nights. 

Don’t miss this rare opportunity. CmRtmdrej, 


A 12 night holiday 


7Tke Price Includes 


(toedoa) or Qantas (Manchester . 


■■ A? >&iay cW *y nntum. 

.* ■ Airport taxes, security charge*#. ’ 
/■ ^“dffr'pMsengerdutic - 1W. - 
: -♦Services ofa local escort Jf- ■ 


escort 


Departure Dates 

HatUoj Number: 31T4L 


&mqy 

holidays 


17,2 4 April ' ... 
1, 8, 15, 22, 29 May 
5 June f 



£599 


Call Today 



Reservation Hotline 

011 6 250 7979 

quote reft 0000*8 




*NrU 
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Pets Welcome 


Y HOSEASON5 

CO I M H 



SHORT BREAKS 

ss 


0145 505 707 

LOCAL CALL BATtM HOUW 
tobtodutor pi* q>i tW* B™ 

i tadnrhtfjDewUinL 

Y 

• THISTLE HOTELS 



TAKE A LUXURY RIDE ON 

Canada’s Rocky 
Mountaineer Train 

sme of the woricTs most spectacular rail journeys 

1 1 nights from £1095 Departures in May & October 1998 


Witness the stunning natural beauty of Western Canada on 
this remarkable tour by coach and rail. Snow-capped 
mountain peaks and huge glaciers, the cosmopolitan Pacific 
coast city of.Vancouver and the turquoise waters of Lake 
Louise are all included in the very comprehensive itinerary, 
o Two whole days on the Rocky Mountaineer train 
a The only train that travels through the Rockies all in daylight 
o See Banff, Jasper, Lake Louise, Yoho and Glacier National Parks 
O 4 nights m cosmopolitan Vancouver on the Pacific coast 

. . a • I in r -imrta ffSfct s 


1 -T^ 


“ HUgllLta 111 

» 10 nights hotel accommodation in Canada 
* I njght on die aircraft Aip 

o Scheduled flights from London JSrfj? 

» Free coach travel to the 

airport from selected points |£3SgSEB63i& 

Book Direct on 0990 758 758 [“Canada's Rocky Mountaineer 
Can the brochure hotline on t send me farther details of tMsHoHi 

0990 553 355 j 

or return the coupon m t Name 

Canada’s Rocky Mountaineer j 

IPJRIME] } 


unaoaa * 

t Please send me further details of this hoHdqr offer 

j Name 

| Address 


1 : 1 

uwMS tv— J-S iStiaS 2 9WSr ™I — r 


HOLIDAYS { - 

Pace Court, North Place. ’ »PB«od« IS 

Cheltenham, Gf os GLSQ 4UT 
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SATURDAY RENDEZVOUS 


TO ADVERTISE ■>* 

CALL: 01716806868 ' - 

FAXiOm 481 9313 . 




¥ 


* 


^ ipii&dSi 

■ ,J ~ -' v ' -- — vtffiiSiliiftT ''' ia - t ft ft* 
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LADIES 








OeaDa (mi 839 
0181 297 lIMta 




*3£ 


353=5 


SMB 


I 'l jl W L T * 


M Would t recommend 
the Katharine Allot 
Bureau to those tkj, 
retain* metes out there? 
Yaubeteha” 

NtK CoBas (Specmor) 

KATHARINE ALLEN 
Mt n te lhiwt 
UlkqvSt Lmlm VIM 
Tet 0171 9353115 


RHN3(ZU(Ofc| 


on MUqT ]gta a Soar- 



Dateline 

u The UJL r s largest 
agency-.” 

The bommiDErr 
Fbr fire details in atnotnxe 




01869 324 1 00 

W§: 


The Soda Ertnts Company 
For Smgk People. 

Tdb 0111 436 9168 


If you are single 
Don't take a chance 
Make a choice 


FREEPHONE 0800 122 122 


Country Partners 

A truly interesting fife changing experience 
when you Join this highly confidenfcd, 
professional 
Introduction Bureau. 

Sensible membership fee 
Age range 27 to 80 


01432 342204 


The Old Brewery, Butford, 
Oxfordshire 0X18 4SG 


Telephone 

01993924500 


LONDON AND 


Ei 


sssa* 


Jwt n^KM 

HP OB loilfii. 

S 


nx 


W»aO)«r«HIMiK 




AVC3J 


rerr 


MORE! 

i 0611 0mcf5 AWlVW <£?1 1\G 

mo re! 

lOUtaiE.NT5rO.T2ir i i - 1 ERiiHV. 

MORE! LOCAL OFFICE: 
CLASSIFIED COLDtSS-ABOVE 7)*™ ** i 
FORYOCR LOCAL ELITE OFFICE 


LOXDOX 

tuf. so.i i\TRonwm\ 
■SFRCJCF F"R Ul SI\[S$ c 
PROFEiStQSiL Front 

on -or ~r i 


EXECUTIVE &6 PARTIES 


Dora - St Restanrantflnoe Ba- 
rs tfce VpiKCBMQfiAfarlhc 
jaaMoet tod taring. Join n far or 
dmnpny fin 9pn util 2 hl 
O navogDe reception. 4<tmc dimer 
and Ak Moah. £46. puts: £HL 

Playm Theatre -*»«&»» 

toy spool feme evening indeed. W: 
taw ate mer die whole Sen fora 
private perfbciBHce of the comely 
‘DmmmmihlDaa Floor' poor 
ED is uxroftbepFOVsx».-Vfc din 
vrilh a danpegoe reception ud 
Mowing Ibe perfbaance u A down 
B a 44ane dfaoer wiA aDfisHBd 

wine. Meab. £37, guess £47. 

StriX^dkH^S-JanKfor. 


tadudes bnffis tai reins. Meads. 03, 


Telephone 01323 490280 
Tfre Bine H ep h a P t -Tmapcrt yonaertackta 

' n>ia, " 1 ( — «M« — h >llti^*ni«i H i 

is red) jutified and to ■> be esperfeaend. ibe OoiErta 
fiest beds bffl alaoe etceeds £1 JX0 per week. Snpetb 

cnoiae eu-ntrur —I — n %|| ff ■ ■I II LMI If d rtnc 

aide of'tfae Pnciffc. Join ai for drew Aperitifs. ibe Thai 
taaqaec and wines. Memb. £59. gras £69. 


La Forte Des lodes -ue ii e* inc* cam* 
»»w r ieMB M iaioTlieBtaeElqitaa.Ri)taMyooenfgie 
woddfc Gaea hatan remnants. MS over no naHfin 
paanhipem ante decor it is an experience rex to be 
g»^aietofwfatKnari^taBdp«iitrdn»ip»fa.taad 
arved sandstone babatades, ana wood carvings, taad 
eadmidBed iemed osffiqgs topped bf a 40ft Mogul 
w»sf»H. The nsaaoct b filled vidi exodc plus and 
naans. Tta Staff am in tadtional coOBme Md ibe tenrice 
is superb, AcccLdcs iocWc ‘Best Isifca ftcaaaaifi" jskJ 
“Be« UX KcBouai*. Jam as fcr aa spamT CoDoMd fcy ■ 
Aamemtal wife wine. Mends. £Sg.gaesa £68. 


Royal Garden Hotel -in 

as fir a dner dnee rfiHt fkstdan 
had arid) knenaaHaaeriookkg 
Knipaa GntaB. Maah £67. 
pen £77. 

Dha** -Wtacacfaay fide dA. 
Ahnys fin, good Ibod. food iriae, 
pod mode, daoeint ood lanL Wby 
don't yen join B? Aperitifs, d-cooae 
donadadiod »n.Mea*.£S4, 
pen £61 


ASSIGNATIONS 
Lesley Budxon-Jesxop 
(eacAsfa rioad^ndhOMi) 
HtarinmiMsod 




01273 818100 


0 117 97.3 5877 


bMtaHMUOMIMqMbWewba^l^mklw 
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iMtfam HUtm-Jaarnshda: 
spfendoarofttis TEdmfiai’ Hold 
onamhbeBBCfiiSeuSlimifiB'a 
«&auMiace.0arefuiaunm«8pi 
arid adnpigae eecepdoe fix dtaoee h 
8Jty*. Tta ooa ioetafct ■ tense 

ne io tccxmtmj poor and. Ybn saj 
njrnft In ad dan tbejigii nay. 
W e taj . tB.iumi £73. 


jMeri EXECUTIVE CLUB 

forrptality 

JEWISH 

• ftswmi Inrodocfioac . • DinDerFMica 



013 1 03 -4631 
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THE LISTENER CRGSSWORi 


No 3452 : Anagrominoes by Boodle 


BRIDGE 


by Robert Sheehan 


BBnnppHi 



6 2 


5 5 



bdhoodhb 



3 4 1 
2 | 2. | 2 2 6 2 3 


3 6 


ihbbbhh 


ANAGROMINOES are played with aoerajai set of dominoes, seven being dealt to each of four 
players. Al the start of the game, 14 dSBereti consonants are assigned In seven pairs to represent 
-uniqndy^immberofspots(HianendfrnmOto6. - 

Whenever a dcanino is played (apartfromtbe first one), one or both ends must touch one or more 
domii»eswbkh have already been played. The-mimbers do not have to match, but the player must 
mgeadtook of a word (or a recognised phrase^ for each touching end of the domino that lias just 

Words roust indude die conso n ant pair r eprese n ted by die number on the end of the domino and 
may mdude consonant pairs for any other numbere whicfathatend of the domino touches; any 
combin atkmofvnw^hncludi^ Y) may be added, “but ho other consonants. A fourconsonant word 
scores one point a six-consonant word two points and fee'maxiinum eight-consonant word scores - 

taepcHhs. • 

The player gives a definition of each such word and play passes round the drde. The playerwith 

ira most points at ifteetHl wins. 

Fcn- thehrst turn only, each end is deemed to 1» touchmg its opposite end. So the player must 
make two words acccndmg to die rules by using just the tour consonants represented by die two 
numbers on the first domino. 

_ In tins game, players A. B, G and D found at least a four-consonant word (or phrase) for each of . - 

the tffotoiulinfi ends in tverv turn: rtl^rillpc'oiw lurwlifinitinnc onW Hiairaneonrlmathc Tito 


WHEN THE dummy holds a 
collection of small cards in a sun 
and you are string on declarer's 
right and switch to that suit. i-e. up 
to weakness, it is important to help 
your partner to judge whether to 
continue the suit should he win the 
trick. This example came up during 
the France v Argentina match in 
die 1997 Venice Cup in Tunisia. 


Dsdar North 


Leva ail IMP* 


Result: 


LISTENER CROSSWORD No 3452 

NAME withWa terstone’s 

ADDRESS . • . 


Cut out and send the completed crossword and coupon above to The 

34521 63 Greeh Lane - St Albans, Hertfordshire 
AL3 6 HE, by Thursday, March 19. 
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first second, third and fourth- 
. CLUES 

Al Achieve (Q Plant (7) ■ 

BI Grooved (6) Let Down (7) 

Cl Hit (6) Meat (S) 

D1 Speckle (5) Bothy (5) ! 

A2 ArgB£r(7) Person nader obBgaikm (6) 

BZ Tail (5) Groom (8, hyphenated) 

C2 Slotted (7) Protube ran ces (5) 

D2 Pining (6) Tower (6) 

A3 Game (12. hyphenated) With a tuft of hair above 
the hoof (9)- 

B3 Vohmie (6) Cnnnbly (7) 

C3 Insect (8) Rftfing place (9) 

D3 Expand (7) Drawn (8) 

A4 Anti-aircraft (6, hyphenated) PR man (5) 


on an 

rscome 


B4 Compacted (6) Water miD part (10, hyphenated) 
C4 Home economics skfll (7) Collecting (8) 

D4 User rhetoric for the better (9) Tirade (8) 

AS Upset (6) Storage time (9. hyphenated) 

BS Party (8. 2 words) Knocker (6) 

CS Missile carrier (J 1. 2 words) Making fuel (6) 

D5 Native (9) Put away (10) 

A6 Encroach (7) Reconciling (1 1) 

B6 Shaver (6) Level (5) 

C6 Drop solidly (5) Collected as a set (9) 

D6 Winning (7) Washing (10) 

A7 Cracker (6) Strip of leaves (9) 

B7 Bobble (6) Alarming (8) 

C7 Vegetable (9) Trees (8) 

D7 Quickly (7) Coloured (9) 


iMM 


WATERSTONFS 

The winner will receive 
a Waterstone’s book 
token worth £75. Five 
runners-up wiR each 
receive a book token 

worth £10 — 

Watcrstonrt first opened a bookshop in 1982. and now has a branch in alnna every 
major town and dty in the UK and Ireland. Each of its KJOodd brandies has at least 
50.000 Tides in stock and can onkr any bookcurrenlJy in print in the UK. Out-of-Prinr 
Bookseurh. 01892522700. M aping Service and Signed Erst Editions. 0I22S 4485%. Rjt 
your neanA brand) of Watcrstooe^, call 01225 448555. . 


CHESS 


by Raymond Keene 




, Write to 

la nftdi a vigorous attack, stripping 
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Solution and Notes for No. 3449 
Work or Pen Name by Mordred 

The un clued lights are the first names of the 
authors of 12 book titles used as dues; 

54a Jerome KL Jerome I7d Aldous Huxley 
63a W. Shakespeare 19d David H. Lawrence 
3d Nathaniel Hawthome20d Walt Whitman 
6d Charles Dickens 33d Kenneth Grahame 
8d John R.R. Tolkien 36d Wilkie Collins 
I Id Arthur KoestJer 38d Paul Sam 

"The title is a clue to PRAENOMEN 


The winner is Edward B. McConkey. of 
Belfast. Northern Ireland. The runners up 
are Stuart Williams, of Canterbury. Kent; 
Paul Dendy, of Mold, Flintshire: PJL Long, 
of Cheltenham, Gloucestershire; Bernard 
Grabowslti, of Aylesbury, Buckingham- 
shire; Mrs J. Walker.- of Cruwthome. 
Berkshire. • 


• J 94 N *K 6 

▼ JOBS E VAK732 

♦ KJ3 c . »S72 

*932 • *878 

*01085 

V4 

♦ AQ106 
•• • *01054 

Contract Four Spades by South 
■ Lead: m llw jack oi tMeils (2) ttw tfght ot 
hearts 

Bath Souths played in Four Spades 
after North had opened One Club 
and East-West had hid and sup- 
ported hearts. The Argentine West 
led the jack of hearts to the queen 
and king and East switched to the 
two of diamonds. Declarer put in 
the queen and when West won her 
king it was difficult far her not to 
return a diamond into declarer's 
renace — after all. if declarer had a 
similar hand but with five dubs 
and three diamonds lacking the 
ten. it would be essential to estab- 


WORD ANSWERS 


Answers from page 40 

ABEY 

(a) To pui in abeyance or waive. From 
die Old French abcer"to gape for. aspire 
to”, said of (he claimant. “AD right of 
rank and place abeyed. Ill follow any of 
the three.” 

BABELISM 

(b) Noisy confusion of speech, strange 
utterance. A toponym from Babel. 
“Hungry critics, with their usual ac- 
rimony and babelism.” 

BOANTHROPY 

(a) A form of madness in which a man 
believes himself to be an ox. Read about 
Nebuchadnezzar doing it in Daniel. In 
Greek bolls is an ox and dnthr&pos a 


COMPUTER GAMES AND PASTIMES 


byTimWapshott 
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STARVED OFa little culture? If so, 
go to fee Tate GaHerys Web site 
far mum treats for the eyes as well 
1 as foe querent Fierce 

Bonnard exhibition in London, 
■which runs until May 17. While 
"finiqte-yoo can join the Aiends of 
feeTtae. . 

. The site, although not completely 
up: and .running, is packed with 
tofosmatiori ana artwork, starting 
i^ a prominent section about 
Bernard {1867-1947). One of the 
great’originals of 20th<£ntuiy art, 
he w as “a master pf. colour and 
light fit fee tradition irf Monet, 
Gauguin and Matisse". The first 
major retrospective of Bonnard'S 
work since 1966. the exhibition 
includes more thanlOO works from 
public aixf private collections 
worldwide. 

“His celebrated bathroom pic- 
tures. in which Marthe, Jus lifelong 
companion, is observed following 
the daily routine of washing and 
drying, are fee successors to C6- 
zanne’s bathers," we leam. 
“Barnard's painting toiafyses the 
processes of seeing, looking and 
remembering, investigations that 
make him one of fee most radical 
. artists of his time. He has inspired 
painters as diverse as Mark Roth- 
ko, Bahhus. Francis Bacon. Ells- 









The Tate Gallery's Bonnard exhibition is nowon the Web 


worth Kelly and Howard 
Hodgkin," 

The Bonnard section indudes a 
guide to the exhibition. This text is 
also available in French. Elsewhere 
at this slide site are quick overviews 
of the Tate’s venues in London. St 
Ives and Liverpool, each with 
opening times. The Tate library 
has more than 120,000 exhibition 


catalogues and a rich archive 
department and offers extensive 
coverage of 20th-century art, espe- 
cially after the Second World War. 
This library can be accessed online 
via the site between 1 0am and 5pm, 
from Monday to Friday. 

The most delicious feature, 
which will be operating shortly, 
will be the ability to call up 3300 


images from the Oppg Collection. 
Later, the General Collection and 
new acquisitions will be included. 
£jg&jres are in colour, fairly small, 
but gratifying nonetheless. To com- 
plete your virtual visit to fee Tate 
site, you can join the Friends’ 
scheme, make mail-order pur- 
chases from the Tate Shop with a 
credit card and sign the visitors’ 
book. The Tate Gallery Web site is; 
http://www.tale.org.uk 

THIS IS the last call for 
Cyberspace Forty One which closes 
on Tuesday. We have £2,000 worth 
of Hewlett Packard palmtops on 
offer. First prize is an HP 620 LX, an 
£S00 palmtop with impressive fea- 
tures including a backlit colour 
display. 16Mb of RAM, Windows 
CE 2.0 preloaded. AC adaptor, 
rechargeable batteiy pack, synch 
cable and docking station for 
desktop PC Unking. 

The two runners-up prizes are 
HP 320LX packages each worth 
£600. These have 16-greyscale 
backlit screens and SMb of RAM 
but otherwise the same additions 
as their big brother. Pull-down 
menus in Windows CE 2.0 are 
activated wife the stylo and touch- 
sensitive screen and make it easy to 
organise yourself on the move. 


NEW SOFTWARE 


lish a second diamond .tridc imm- 
ediately. Having won the second 
diamond, declarer played ace and 
another trump and soon had ten 
tricks. 

At fee other table the French 
West player led the eight of hearts 
(the French play “third and fifth" 
leads) to the ten and king. Here, 
however, East switched to the seven 
of diamonds. Again that went to the 
queen and king but the high spot 
card had warned Wesi not to expect 
her partner to hold strength in 
diamonds, so she switched bad; to 
hearts. Declarer ruffed and crossed 
to dummy with a dub to play a 
trump Towards fee queen; East 
went in with the king and played a 
second diamond. Now declarer did 
not have the communication to ruff 
a further heart in hand as well as 
draw trumps and cash the dubs, so 
she had to lose a trump and a 
diamond for one down. 

The point of the hand is that, 
whatever system of leads you 
normally play, leading through 
declarer and up to weakness is a 
special situation and only “atti- 
tude” leads — a low card to promise 
a high honour and a high card to 
deny interest in the suit — really get 
fee job done. Be very dear, if your 
defence goes, as at fee first table, 
that ft is not your partner. West, 
who has let through the contract 
but you. East, for your unhelpful 
two of diamonds switch. 

• The Times Book of Bridge I by 
Robert Sheehan is available from 
bookshops or from Baisfords (0137b 
321276). at £6.99 plus pdp £1. 


man. "The exact form of the disease, 
which would be Boanihropy. I have not 
found any notice of." 

BULLFIST 

(a) The fungus called puffball 
[Lycoperdon bovista ). “Still in use in 
Suffolk." Britten and Holland. “For 
slopping haemorrhages.” 


TWO BRAINS 


Answers from page 40 
Question 1: 

SPRING. SUMMER. AUTUMN, 
WINTER 

Question 2: 

49. The first minus fee last Roman 
numeral gives fee age (C-L = 5G:L- 
V - 45; V-I - 4; L-I - 49) 


Cyberspace Forty One is in two 
parts. First, you must come up with 
a. suitable competition idea, for this 
. column . but. not based around 
any particular prize. Competition 
entries can only be in a written 
form, so suggestions requiring 
drawings, for example, cannot be 
accepted. Your idea should be 
wftiy. humorous or entertaining 
and have a wide appeal. If possible, 
it should also accommodate read- 
ers of all ages. The judges will 
award marks for originality and 
ingenuity. 

The second part of fee competi- 
tion is to explain, in 50 words ar 
most, where in fee world you 
would most like to use a Hewlen 
Packard palmtop and why. Cyber- 
space Forty is open to all readers. If 
you are 16 or younger, please give 
your age. 

Send your entries, wife your 
name, address and telephone num- 
ber, to Cyberspace Forty One. 
Computer Games & Pastimes. 
Weekend, The Times, l Pennington 
Street. London El 9XN. You can 
also enter by e-mail, as long as ir is 
clearly identified as a Cyberspace 
Forty-One entry with The above 
inclusions, at tyber@dircon.ca.uk. 
Normal Times' competition rules 
apply. 


WINNING MOVES 


WHITE to play. This position is 
from the game Ramos Prado, 
Cuba 1997. . ■ ■ 

White's winning move m tius 
position demonstrated some neat 



* g ~b c d e ,f g- « 


tactical themes. What was it? 

The first correct answer drawn 
on Thursday will win a yeariS' 
subscription to the Staunton Soci- 
ety. Answers, on a postcard please, 
addressed to Winning Move com- 
petition, The Times. 1 PBmmgton 
Street, London El 9XN. 

The answer will be published 
nexf Saturday. 


Solution to last weeks competition: 

1W*. 

W wirfeer fe V-hlte of lake. 

IsleofWxghL 


THE Monty Python team briefly 
reformed to record some new 
materia] for tire latest CD-Rom 
spin-off from the genre, Monty 
Python’s The Meaning of Life. To 
my knowledge this is the third 
Monty Python computer game 
during the past seven years and it is 
by far the best of a poor bunch. 

Take 2rs title is a mix of Pyfhon 
film dips and animations, old and 
new. The game kicks off with fee 
opening tides of live Python film of 
fee same-name, released in 1983. To 
discover the meaning of life for 
yourse^ you must explore seven 
routes,’ including Birth, Fighting 
Each Other, live Organ Trans- 
plants qnfeDeath. 

First jcall is an empty operating 
feeatre^into^ which John Cleese and 
Graham Chapman burst to per- 
form abirth. Clicking on hot-spots 
moves the event along, by install- 
ing pinging medical equipment, 
then introducing die unfortunate 
mumfobei-The action is played 
out in jerky photo-realistic anima- 
tions. ' . . 

• The game is but a minor diver- 
sion, despite coming on two discs. 

■ It has a few genuinely funny 
moments, but not enough. The title 
suffers from fee same problem as 
reruns of the vintage BBC tele- 
vision series: fee humour now 
seems stale. 

■ Verdict 7 out of 10. Last laughs 
bong squeezed from the Python 
brand. £34.99. 

WE British love our food, which Is 
vdiy Delia - Smith, and Kenneth 
Ham know they can dash off a 
cookery-book best seller any time 

they please- 

Whije.it may be easy enough to 
follow recipes in open books, it is 



Monty Python: third game 

not so simple when feai book is on 
die desktop computer in another 
room. So, cookery-book software 
tides have to offer something more. 

The decent Europress title. The 
Tastes of Italy, dees much more 
than merely offer a few tasty 
recipes wife written instructions 
and colour pictures. 

The title boasts more than 100 
authentic Italian dishes, wife eaty^ 
to-follpw video demonstrations for 
their prqjaration. 

The tide’s trimmings add value 
and appeal to the doubledisc 
package. There is a comprehensive 
guide to pasta, informative pages 
about suitable wines to accompany 
certain dishes and which coffee and 
olive oiltooptforifyouwanttoget 
your dining experience just right- 
Italian traditions, culture and eti- 
quette also are explored. 

Two more titles in the series are 
expected to be released next month, 
A Taste of France and A Taste of 
Japan. 

Vm especially looking forward to 
the latter, to find out how sushi is 
cooked. 

■ Verdict 8 out of 10. Delicious 
feam-to-cook Italian tutorial 
£19.99. 
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The winner of an Alfred Dunhill AD200Q. worth EI25. is Mrs G J. Jones, of Bristol. Avon 
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modern manners 


r 


by John Morgan 

Send four queries to Morgan's Modem Manners, The Times, Weekend, 
/ Pennington Street, London El 9XN 

(01 £-5?*!** to a tm qaerks. Ifl attach a eani to a 

pnSZwm envelope 
toj^teanylfaiegraWS«o a d»y,l 
1 f* frugally and drank also have a home in France; 

Should I put the London address 
and the Paris address oo the same 
card? — Name and address sup- 
plied. 

® The back of the card can be 
used for writing any short 
and relevant message or greeting 
ranging from “Happy birthday* to 
T love you". Some people even use 
these cards as miniature invita- 
tions and write on the back social 
instructions such as “Drinks: 
March 12. 6.30pm”. As far as 
showing your twin addresses, the 
principal one should go on die 
bottom left-hand side and die 
second one should appear on die 
bottom right-hand side. If you are 
feeling super-indulgent, you could 
have a set for each country. 

You once criticised someone 
who attended parties with- 
out ever giving one himself. In 
another situation, a 

S eouple in a new neigh- 
bourhood kindly in- 
vited everyone around 
to get to know each 
other, only for this to 
result In reciprocal 
parties going on ever 
since. Some people 
attended Initially just 
to be sociable, but they 
neither really (ike nor 
perh aps can afford to 
contribute to an end- 
less round of drinks 
parties, and would 
rather maintain 
friendship in more modest ways. 
What should they do without 
upsetting anyone? — P Warner. 
Newbury. Berks. 

nri They should ensure that they 
1^*1 are always the most wonder- 
ful guests. At other people’s gather- 
ings they should make an enor- 
mous effort to be the life and soul of 
the party and offer to help out. 
Afterwards they should send exqui- 
sitely written thank-you letters 
and/or lovely bundles of flowers as 
a sign of their appreciation. Soon 
they will have a reputation for 
being such consummate soda! 
animals that people will almost 
forget that they never actually give 
parties themselves. 

When we visit an old friend, 
a parson, grace is always 
said before a meaL When be 
lunches with us. should we say 
grace — out of resp e ct for his 
custom — or should we. and our 
other guests, just tuck into the 
food as we would afl do normally? 
— Name and address withheld 

H Do him the honour of inviting 
him to say grace himself by 
adding something to the effect oh 
“I’m afraid we are rattier an 
ungodly lot here and don’t often say 
grace before meals, but would lave 
it if you could do us the honour 
today." 

• The author is A sso ci ate Editor of 
GQ 


ato and dnuik copiously. To my 
jmprise, I was not consulted on 
toe dm** of wines. nor shown the 
gk winch was settled by my 
friend’s brother. I was a tittle 
taken aba c k when told that the biff 

for seven was to be divided equally 
among three adults, of whom 1 
was one. A gentle hint that I 
should like to see the biD was 
*®^g*rfed. My own view on the 
sharing of restaurant h ills is that; 

genttecaeti may vie for the 
honour of buying the wine, no one 
need expect to subsidise the appe- 
titeof others. Was 1 the victim of 
discourtesy, or could K be 
wwn iW |>iding an uninhibited 
gesture of friendship? — William 
Dixon <5011111, Aoomb, York 

H I am afraid this is a case of 
pay up and shut up. It would 
have beat thoughtful of someone to 
have noticed that you 
had eaten and dr unk 
comparatively little, 
and thus let you off 
paying towards the tip. 

But as such an offer 
was not forthcoming, 
for you to have made 
an issue of it would 
have appeared chur- 
lish. 



Later flii« year 1 
ant getting mar- 
ried, and, although I 
am certain of my 
choice of a best man. 1 
am unsure whether to send him 
an invitation as a guest — 
D. Challinor. Earlstown, Lancs 
\\ I The best man should be sent 
l£^l an invitation not only because 
he is a guest but also as a memento 
of an important day where he plays 
a vital role. 

Some associates have a habit 
of finishing every sentence 
with a direct look accompanied by 
a large grin and a pause in the 
conversation; as a way of demand- 
ing my acknowledgement of what 
they have been saying. This is fair 
enough if it is a pertinent point 
however, if it is a neutral point or 
if I wish to reserve my opinion 
until later, I Fed 1 am being 
coerced into agreeing. Are you 
able to offer an acceptable way of 
discouraging this behaviour? — 
Name and address withheld. 

Cleverly considered facial 
gestures should do the trick. 
Next rime you find yourself in one 
of these pregnant pauses, let your 
eyes momentarily lose direct con- 
tact with the other person by 
glancing to one side. At the same 
time allow a small but casual smile 
to creep across your face. Should 
this not work, then fall back on 
lightly changing the subject. 

As you suggested in a recent 
column, I am going to have 
visiting cards printed. But I have 


by Philip Howard 


ABEY 

a. To put in abeyance 

b. A Moroccan chieftain 

c. A suffragan abbey 

BABELISM 
a_ Childishness 

b. Confused noise 

c. Spasmodic tics 

BOANTHROPY 

a. Cowlike behaviour 

b. Charity id the side 

c. Unnatural hairiness 

BULLFIST 

a. A puffball 

b. A matador’s pass 

c. A class of yacht 


Answers on page 39 


by Raymond Keene 


IN 1879 in Virginia in the US, Thomas 
Fbller (aged 79) calculated mentally 
the number of seconds elapsed in any 
given time period. Bor example, for 70 
years. 17 days and 12 hours the correct 
answer was given in one and a half 
minutes: 2^1(X50(X800 (assuming a 
365 U -day year). 

A copy of tough purdes is available 
from BEAP. Gienthorne House, Ham- 
mersmith Grove. London W6 OLG. 

Question 1: 

"TIME’S RUNNING PAST" WE 
MURMUR is an anagram of lour 
words connected to each other and the 
sentence. What are the words? 

Question 2: 

If Charles is 50, Sylvester is 45 and 
Kevin is 4. how old is Louise? 

Answers on page 39 


by Brian Greer 


1 described earlier how Sym- 
pathy simplifies grid con- 
struction and throws up 
inte r est in g words. Now 1 am 
exploring Crossword Compiler, 
available from its author Antony 
Lewis, 16 Tawnky Rd, London 
SE22 SSR. When l used its' 
“autafiU" facility to generate ten 
standard grids, toe resultant 
words showed satisfactory varia- 
tion, with a good ratio of less 
common letters. However, in 
each grid there were a few 
obscure words that I would rule 
out such as pseudoephedrine, 
occlusal, esophagi (the latter 
hem g an American spdlfng. that, 
curiously, turned up twice in the 
first five grids). Fbr now l believe 
that my current method of filling 


PICTURE 


in the grid interactively, using 
software to list options available 
at each stage, suits me best 
Crossword Compiler . has 
many more helpful features, 
such as a wide variety of grid 
types (e.g. French-style grids in 
which the dues are numbered 
using a co-ordinate system). Of 
more practical use to the , main- 
stream compiler are die facilities 
for writing; editing, and printing 
dues, and constructing due 
databases. For any completed 
grid, statistics are available such 
as the mean word length and the 
letters used fa useful check for 
our pangrammatist}. One; aid 
that I may find useful is the 
fadtity to rater a word and view 
its multiword anagrams. Trying 


INTERACTIVE, for crampfe J 
got a long list beginning CRE- 
ATIVE NTT and ending TAR TIC 

VEE IN. My initial reaction is 
that I am hot convinced that it 
affords a great advantage over 
the krw-tera method of moving 
Scrabble letters around by 
Sudi software does efficiently 
the parts of the job that comput- 
ers can reach. The hard creanve 
part r emain s the writing of 
elegant and amusing dues. I lose t 
no sleep worrying that compute 
ers will be doing that in my 
lifetime — though the attempt 
would represent an appropriate 
challenge for the Artifioal Intel- 
ligentsia. 

77te writer is Crossword Editor of 
The Times 



READERS are invited to 
suggest what Lend Archer of- . ■ 

'Weston-super-Mare and Dame 
Edna Everidge might be saying to . ' 
one another. 

This picture, recently printed in 
The Times, will appear againnext 
week with an entry chosen from 
those submitted. 

Send "speech bubble” 
suggestions an a postcard with your 
name and address to 
PidureUne. Weekend, The Tones, 

1 Pennington Street London El 
9XN. The dosing date fbr entries is 
Wednesday, March II. 


last week's winning caption. - 
left, was submitted by Mr John 
E. Ramsey of Belfast Northern 
I relan d . 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK 
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"Let their friendship stand as a symbol of 
toe peace process.” — Tony Blair on the 
shooting by loyalist gunmen of best friends 
Damien Trainor, a Catholic, and Philip 
Allen, a Protestant, at Poynizpass in Co 
Armagh - , , •„ 

“You’re not talking about something down 
at toe DIY store.” — The Lord Chancellor 
describing his new E300-a-roll wallpaper 

"It was only £5,000.” — Officials refuting 


reports that Farms Minister Jack Cunning- 
ham's new desk cost £I0 j000 

"It seems nothing is sacred where Euro- 
pean regulations are concerned, not even 
the boffy jmdVblood of Christ” — from 
VAvverure,iheftatian Catholic daily, on an 
EU plan to introduce sell-by dates for 
Communion wafers 

“I just regret that our people weren’t more 
forthright about it at the very begi nning 


when 1 was with them/'— Rupert Murdoch,- 
chairman and chief executive of the News 
Corporation — which owns The Tunes and 
publishers HaiperCollins —on the decision 
not to publish Chris Patten's book on China. 

"We hope Mr Howefl will accept Use 
invitation as the party will be outride. " — 
Buckingham Palace spokesman etfrer a guest' 
was injured by falling plaster during an . 
honours presentation 


the JUnfserae began as a tiny F 
Would Professor Hawking explain . . . 
this particle got there?” — Letter to 
Times 

“Got where?” — Subsequent letter to The 
Times 

“He was a kind of comedic meteor.” — 
Fellow actor Frank Kelly on the late Dermot 
" Father Ted " Morgan 



ALFRED DUNHILL 

LONDON 


JUMBO CROSSWORD 154 


The prize for the first correct solution to be opened will be an 
Alfred Dunhill AD2000, worth £125, the world’s first 
interchangeable, capless rolierball/ballpoint pen. Streamlined 
and made from black resin with a gold-plated clip, it has 
perfect writing balance. Entries should be sent to: Jumbo 
Crossword 154, The Times , 1 Pennington Street London El 
9XN to arrive by Thursday, March 19. The name of the 
winner will be published in Weekend on March 21 
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ACROSS • 

I Company hiding account— 
fraudulent racket (9) 

6 Black cat daughter threw out (7) 
10 1 caught a cold, one caught in 
tioa — vitamin needed 


15 Portrayed looking strained (5) 

16 Outside venae suitable for 
afternoon service maybep.fi) 

17 Unlikdy to be diminished, not to 
bcyjut down by tbepsydnatrist? 

18 Eriradedfligtotomakeddivmy 
welcomed by recipient (A3) 

19 Bristly types arriving on the scene 
produce results (3.&W5) 

20 Pantomime boy involved in a 
racketfT) 

22 Bigwig much favoured gets 
wounded (7) 

23 Wader in wafer getting thrust 
back (5) 

24 Stand-in office worker, one for the 
"Musical Times" (5) • 

26 Early during a purple patch 


> 

28 Meat dish may appear to be 
stewed bead (ip) 

30 Very wicked person lacking the 
right style (5) 

32 Clairyqyam about to stop 
working, feeling less wefl (7) 

34 Raise Engfish tax to keep the 

. French — the ultimate in injustice 
(7) 

35 Concerned with being in tune 
with Kierkegaard? (11) 

37 When a tOe comes down 
immediately (23A2. IJ) 

39 1 grin at fun — I can be 
maddening (II) 

40 At home trying to absorb school 
subject — 3 bdps if if s this (11) 

41 New public notice? Look at green 
one with people in group (15) 

42 Runner provides products lean 
sell (11) 

44 State of chaos in a foreiga port (7) 

45 Criminal accomplice in Lincoln, 
time and time again getting gold 

P) 

46 New worker on land about to 
staxton harvesting (5) 

47 Conceited, Celia’s pit to reform. I 
admitted (10) 

48 One married foreign fighter, 
justly regarded, came to fire hae 

51 to editor exerted mflaenre (5) 

53 Way Head of Marketing 
establishes a device for 
communications (5) 

54 Anger shown by boy around the ' 
north, in a "gram” area? (7) 

55 Clear task to produce an 
imexconnected organisation (7) 

58 Partners in a vay powerful swiet 
lumiire (73,9) 

61 Cold bread? (U) 

62 Man in a ship's sailing round 
Caribbean Sea (7.4) 

63 Icon touring tbe East witb fashion 
that’s not very visionary (9) 

64 Fuss about new circular painting 

65 Walk behind, having' gra bbed 
Btdetoi. primarily f or co a x in g 

66 Architectural device used in 
pediment as I suspected (7) 



67 

showing set of attitudes; etc (9) 

DOWN 

1 Character under some foreign 
seas, we hear? (7) 

2 Labour offers tittle comfort fix- ' 
these workers in union (5,4) 

3 Longed to have companion 
cuddled and squeezed (7) 

4 Available out of tbe barrel? £3) 

5 Long time before appe aran ce of 
kniik(5) 

6 To make allowances for diurfish 
jjerson md fanny guy— thars ' 

7 Orbiting astronaut isn’t so out of 
sorts (53,7) 

8 SoWier is crazier, going into road 
boDardpi) 

9 Separate beds, and I am less 
wnggly (H) 

10 Care cad beusefal when trouble 
lurks (I0A9) 

11 Little man tbatis not heartless is 
merciful (7) 

12 Mimic PC, and finally annoy 
spiteful woman (7) 

13 - - * 

1(5) 

14 

1 around the 
(9) 

2J Character has reticeore gang into 
pro tec t e d area of land ten 

22 Extmdtedjrersionof, 
with small com muni ty? 

(?I) 

26 Establishing in street a rece p tacl e 
for collection— good! (9) 

27 Giri joins toraldiyisian to bring 
token of reconciliation fr6) 

29 Resoluteness malting legal 

decision (13) 

30 Good time for think — a gin. tea, 
very possibly? (7,4) - 

31 What o b s cure s one’s vision, in the 

mam(&3) . _ 

33 Tbe conferring of an honour seen, 
as right? (II) . 

36 Bound to have enticed, hiding one 
piece, perhaps (9);: 

38 Tam’s fouled' up, 'Mum? Scottish 
tocfaistheesseiKeofdarity(15) 

39 Where they say tireubthn is 
maintained, tono avail (2.4) 

43 Blame sacra for oh s c ann e 
likeness (1 1) 

44 Record associated with a poster 

cm) ■ 

46 Musicians rendering notes 
around us, keeping it up (9) 

49 What rare and expensive items 
aren’t available from net pay 
now? (3.1.5) 

50 Asbetfmvrinde could be source 
of disease (8) 

52 Father, very good and hriy man, - 

^ was unamventfonal aitirtictype (7) 

56 Understt^^raranlttskHiMP) 

57 An opraingTarene wiping to db 
sorgeryTH) t 

59 Edict as cnovqred by peer losing 

head (5) I 

60 librarian's firstjto support 
dynamic Russian wnter (5) 

61 Bundle female found under nut 

tree (5) » .. 





No 1347 


ACROSS 

1 Natural env iron ment (7) 

S Footwear hotel employee 
once{5) 

8 Be king (5) 

- 9 Unvarying; placid (7) 

10 D^oatelyvitalfaialteT) 

12 Withdraw (from political 
union) (6) 

14 Johannes—, laws-oFroo- 
tion discoverer (6) 

17 DisajsanUeK^.6) 

21 Sbortaxe(7) 

22 Paperwork (5) 

23. Stains notices (5) 

24 Type of jacket Sir Winston 
— ChurduDtf) . 


SOLUTION TO NO 1346 


DOWN 

1 Innocuous (8) 

2 Short; advise (5) 

3 Beer mug (7) 

4 With-it (6) 

5 Robert the—; Lenny — US 
comedian (5) 

6 Electron's path (7) 

7 A canal; 1956 debacle (4j 
II One m confinement (8) 

13 Division of book (7) 

15 Type of Muslim country (7) 
19 Developed embryo fa) 

18 Characteristic spirit (5) 

19 Funny man p) 

20 Feigned (4) 


rfi™* if 8 M 9WdI 10 Relax 1 1 c-w 

IT 

DOWN: I Homesick 2 Mural 4 Relief srnmW.h. 

-.ss/ass* ^ 


nir times bookshop 


kxfcrs ir-frv f,**. ... ' -• 
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